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REPORT. 



The Trustees of the public library, in compliance with 
the order of the two branches of the City Council, submit 
the following report on the objects to be attained by the 
establishment of a public library and the best mode of 
effecting them : — 

Of all human arts that of writing, as it was one of the 
earliest invented, is also one of the most important. 
Perhaps it would be safe to pronounce it, without excep- 
tion the most useful and important It is the great me- 
dium of communication between mind and mind, as re« 
spects different individuals, countries, and periods of time. 
We know from history that only those portions of the 
human family have made any considerable and perma- 
nent progress in civilization, which have possessed and 
used this great instrument of improvement 

It is principally in the form of books that the art of 
writing, though useful in many other ways, has exerted 
its influence on human progress. It is almost exclu- 
sively by books that a permanent record has been made of 
word and deed, of thought and feeling; that history, 
philosophy and poetry, that literature and science in 
their full comprehension, have been called into being, by 
the co-operation of intellects acting in concert with each 
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other, though living in different countries and at difiFer- 
ent periods, and often using different languages. 

Till the middle of the fifteenth century of our era, it 
was literally the art of torUing by which these effects 
were produced. No means of multiplying books was 
known but the tedious process of transcription. This of 
course rendered them comparatively scarce and dear, and 
thus greatly limited their usefulness. It was a chief 
cause also of the loss of some of the most valuable liter- 
ary productions. However much this loss may be re- 
gretted, we cannot but reflect with wonder and gratitude 
on the number of invaluable works which have been 
handed down to us from antiquity, notwithstanding the 
cost and labor attending their multiplication. 

The same cause would necessarily operate to some ex- 
tent against the formation of public and private libraries. 
Still however, valuable collections of books were made 
in all the cultivated states of antiquity, both by govern- 
ments and individuals. The library formed by the 
Ptolemies at Alexandria in Egypt was probably the 
direct means by which the most valuable works of ancient 
literature have been preserved to us. At a later period, 
the collections of books in the religious houses contribu- 
ted efficaciously toward the same end. 

The invention of printing in the fifteenth century in- 
creased the efficiency of the art of writing, as the chief 
instrument of improvement, beyond all former example 
or conception. It became more than ever the great me* 
dium of communication and transmission. It immedi- 
ately began to operate, in a thousand ways and with a 
power which it would be impossible to overstate, in pro- 
ducing the great intellectual revival of the modern world. 
One of the most obvious effects of the newly invented 
art was of course greatly to facilitate the formation of 
libraries. 
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An astonishing degree of excellence in the art of 
printing was reached at once. The typography of the 
first edition of the whole Bible is nearly equal to that of 
any subsequent edition. But the farther improvements 
which have taken place in four hundred years in cutting 
and casting types and solid pages, in the construction of 
presses and their movement by water, steam, and other 
power, in the manufacture of paper, and in the materials 
and mode of binding, have perhaps done as much to 
make books cheap and consequently abundant, as the 
art of printing as originally invented. 

It is scarcely necessary to add that these causes have 
led to a great multiplication of libraries in Europe and 
America. In nearly all the capitals of Europe large col- 
lections of books have been made and supported at the 
public expense. They form a part of the apparatus of 
all the higher institutions for education, and latterly of 
many schools; they are found in most scientific and 
literary societies ; and they are possessed by innumera- 
ble individuals in all countries. 

In proportion as books have become more abundant^ 
they have become the principal instrument of instruction 
in places of education. It may be doubted whether their 
employment for this purpose is not, particularly in this 
country, carried too far. The organization of modem 
schools, in which very large numbers of pupils are taught 
by a small number of instructors, tends to make the use 
of books, rather than the living voice of the teacher, the 
main dependence. Still however, this is but an abuse of 
that which in itself is not only useful but indispensable ; 
and no one can doubt that books will ever continue to 
be, as they now are, the great vehicle of imparting 
and acquiring knowledge and carrying on the work of 
education. As far as instruction is concerned, it will no 
doubt ever continue to be, as it now is, the work of the 
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teacher to direct, encourage, and aid the learner in the 
use of his books. 

In this respect the system of public education in Bos- 
ton may probably sustain a comparison with any in the 
world. Without asserting that the schools are perfect, 
it may truly be said that the general principle and plan 
on which they are founded, are as nearly so as the nature 
of the case admits. They compose a great system of 
instruction, administered in schools rising in gradation 
from the most elementary to those of a highly advanced 
character, open to the whole population, and supported 
by a most liberal public expenditure. The schools them- 
selves may admit improvement, and the utmost care 
should be taken, that they keep pace with the progress of 
improvement in other things ; but the system itself, in 
the great features just indicated, seems perfect ; that is^ 
in a word^ to give a first rate school education, at the 
public expense, to the entire rising generation. 

But when this object is attained, and it is certainly 
one of the highest importance, our system of public in- 
struction stops. Although the school and even the col- 
lege and the univei*sity are, as all thoughtful persons are 
well aware, but the first stages in education, the public 
makes no provision for carrying on the great work. It 
imparts, with a noble equality of privilege, a knowledge 
of the elements of learning to all its children, but it 
affords them no aid in going beyond the elements. It 
awakens a taste for reading, but it furnishes to the pub- 
lic nothing to be read. It conducts our young men and 
women to that point, where they are qualified to acquire 
from books the various knowledge in the arts and sci- 
ences which books contain ; but it does nothing to put 
those books within their reach. As matters now stand, 
and speaking with general reference to the mass of the 
community, the public makes no provision whatever, by 
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which the hundreds of young persons annually educated, 
as far as the elements of learning are concerned, at the 
public expense, can carry on their education and bring 
it to practical results by private study. 

We do not wish to exaggerate in either part of this 
statement, although we wish to call attention to the point 
as one of great importance and not yet, as we think^ 
enough considered. We are far from intimating that 
school education is not important because it is elemen- 
tary J it is, on the contrary, of the utmost value. Neither 
do we say, on the other hand, because there are no libra- 
ries which in the strict sense of the word are public, that 
therefore there is absolutely no way by which persons of 
limited means can get access to books. There are 
several libraries of the kind usually called public, be- 
longing however to private corporations ; and there are 
numerous private libraries from which books are liberally 
loaned to those wishing to borrow them. 

It will however be readily conceded that this falls far 
short of the aid and encouragement which would be 
afforded to the reading community, (in which we include 
all persons desirous of obtaining knowledge or an agree- 
able employment of their time from the perusal of books), 
by a well supplied public library. If we had no free 
schools, we should not be a community without educa- 
tion. Large numbers of children would be educated at 
private schools at the expense of parents able to afford 
it, and considerable numbers in narrow circumstances 
would, by the aid of the affluent and liberal, obtain the 
same advantages. We all feel however that such a state 
of things would be a poor substitute for our system of 
public schools, of which it is the best feature that it is 
a public provision for all ; affording equal advantages to 
poor and rich j furnishing at the public expense an edu- 
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cation so good, as to make it an object with all classes to 
send their children to the public schools. 

It needs no argument to prove that, in a republican 
government, these are features of the system, quite as val- 
uable as the direct benefit of the instruction which it im- 
parts. But it is plain that the same principles apply to 
the farther progress of education, in which each one must 
be mainly his own teacher. Why should not this prosper- 
ous and liberal city extend some reasonable amount of 
aid to the foundation and support of a noble public libra- 
ry, to which the young people of both sexes, when they 
leave the schools, can resort for those works which per- 
tain to general culture, or which are needful for research 
into any branch of useful knowledge ? At present, if 
the young machinist, engineer, architect, chemist, en- 
graver, painter, instrument-maker, musician (or student 
of any branch of science or literature,) wishes to consult 
a valuable and especially a rare and costly work, he 
must buy it, often import it at an expense he can ill afford, 
or he must be indebted for its use to the liberality of 
private corporations or individuals. The trustees submit, 
that all the reasons which exist for furnishing the means 
of elementary education, at the public expense, apply in 
an equal degree to a reasonable provision to aid and 
encourage the acquisition of the knowledge required to 
complete a preparation for active life or to perform its 
duties. 

We are aware that it may be said and truly, that 
knowledge acquired under hardships is often more thor- 
ough, than that to which the learner is invited without 
effort on his part; that the studious young man who 
makes sacrifices and resorts to expedients to get books, 
values them the more and reads them to greater profit. 
This however is equally true of school education and of 
every other privilege in life. But the city of Boston 
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has never deemed this a reason for withholding the most 
munificent appropriations for the public education. It 
has not forborne to support an expensive system of free 
schools, because without such a system a few individuals 
would have acquired an education for themselves, under 
every possible discouragement and disadvantage, and be- 
cause knowledge so acquired is usually thorough, well- 
digested and available) beyond what is got in an easier 
way. The question is not what will be brought about 
by a few individuals of indomitable will and an ardent 
thirst for improvement, but what is most for the advan- 
tage of the mass of the community. In this point of 
view we consider that a large public library is of the 
utmost importance as the means of completing our sys- 
tem of public education. 

There is another point of view in which the subject 
may be regarded, — ^a point of view, we mean, in which a 
free public library is not only seen \to be demanded by 
the wants of the city at this time, but also seen to be 
the next natural step to be taken for the intellectual ad- 
vancement of this whole community and for which this 
whole community is peculiarly fitted and prepared. 

Libraries were originally intended for only a very 
small portion of the community in which they were 
established, because few persons could rend, and fewer 
still desired to make inquiries that involved the consul- 
tation of many books. Sven for a long time after the 
invention of printing, they were anxiously shut up from 
general use ; and, down to the present day, a large pro- 
portion of the best libraries in the world forbid anything 
like a Aree circulation of their books ;— many of them 
forbidding any circulation at all. 

For all this, there were at first, good reasons, and for 
some of it good reasons exist still. When only manu- 
scripts were knowii, those in public libraries were, no 

9 
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doubt, generally too precious to be trusted from their 
usual places of deposit ; and the most remarkable, if not 
the most valuable, of all such collections now in exist- 
ence — ^the Laurentian in Florence — still retains, and per- 
haps wisely, its eight or nine thousand manuscripts 
chained to the desks on which they lie. So too, when 
printed books first began to take the place of manu- 
scripts, the editions of them were small and their circu* 
lation limited. When, therefore, copies of such books 
now occur, they are often regarded rightfully as hardly 
less curious and valuable than manuscripts, and as de* 
manding hardly less care in their preservation. And 
finally, even of books more recently published, some, — 
like Dictionaries and Cyclopaedias, — are not intended for 
circulation by means of public libraries, and others are 
too large, too costly, or otherwise too important to be 
trusted abroad, except in rare cases. 

But while there are some classes of books that should 
be kept within the precincts of a public library, there 
are others to which as wide a circulation as possible 
should be given; books which, in fact, are especially 
intended for it, and the end of whose existence is defeat- 
ed, just in proportion as they are shut up and restrained 
firom general use. It was, however, long afler this class 
was known, before it became a large one, and still longer 
before means were found fitted to give to the community 
a tolerably free use of it At first it consisted almost 
exclusively of practical, religious books. Gradually the 
more popular forms of history, books of travel, and books 
chiefly or entirely intended for entertainment followed. 
At last, these books became so numerous, and were in 
such demand, that the larger public libraries, — most of 
which had grown more or less out of the religious estab- 
lishments of the middle ages, and had always regarded 
with tittle iQterest this more popular literature,^-H;ould 
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not, it was plain, continue to be looked upon as the only 
or as the chief resource for those who were unable to 
buy for themselves the reading they wanted. Other re- 
sources and other modes of supply have, therefore, been 
at different times devised. 

The first, as might naturally have been anticipated, 
was suggested by the personal interest of a sagacious 
individual. Allan Ramsay, who, after being bred a wig- 
maker^ had become a poet of the people, and set up a 
small bookseller's shop, was led to eke out an income, 
too inconsiderable for the wants of his family, by lend- 
ing his books on hire to those who were not able or not 
willing to buy them of him. This is the oldest of all 
the numberless ^' Circulating Libraries ; " and it sprang 
up naturally in Edinburg, where in proportion to the 
population, it is believed there were then more readers 
than there were in any other city in the world. This 
was in 1725 ; and, twenty years ago, the same establish- 
ment was not only in existence — as it probably is still- 
but it was the largest and best of its class in all Scot- 
land. The example was speedily followed. Such libra- 
ries were set up everywhere, or almost everywhere in 
Christendom, but especially in Germany and in Great 
Britain, where they are thus far more numerous than they 
are in any other countries ; the most important being 
now in London, where (for at least one of them) from 
fifty to two hundred copies of every good new work, are 
purchased in order to satisfy the demands of its multitu- 
dinous subscribers and patrons. 

All ^ Circulating Libraries," technically so called, are 
however, to be regarded as adventures and speculations 
for private profit. On this account, they were early felt 
to be somewhat unsatisfactory in their very nature, and 
other libraries were contrived that were founded on the 
more generous principle of a mutual and common inter- 
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est ia those who wished to use the books they contained. 
This principle had, in fact, been recognized somewhat 
earlier than the time of Allan Ramsay, but for very 
limited purposes and not at all for the circulation of books. 
Thus the lawyers of Edinburg, London, and Paris, respec- 
tively had already been associated together for the pur- 
pose of collecting consulting Law Libraries for their own 
use, and so it is believed, had some other bodies, which 
had collected consulting libraries for their own exclusive 
especial purposes. But the first Social Idbrary of com- 
mon or popular books for popular use, in the sense we 
now give the appellation, was probably that of the *^ Li- 
brary Company," as it was called, in Philadelphia, found- 
ed at the suggestion of Dr. Franklin in 1731, by the 
young mechanics of that city, where he was then a 
young printer. The idea was no doubt a fortunate one ; 
particularly characteristic of Franklin's shrewd good 
sense, and adapted to the practical wants of our own 
country. The library of these young men, therefore^ 
succeeded and was imitated in other places. Even be- 
fore the Revolutionary war, such libraries were estab- 
lished elsewhere in the colonies, and, after its conclusion, 
many sprang up on all sides. New England, in this 
way, has come to possess a great number of them, and 
especially Massachusetts ; two-thirds of whose towns are 
said at this time, to possess ^^ Social Libraries," each 
owned by a moderate number of proprietors. 

That these popular " Social Libraries ^ have done great 
good, and that many of them are still doing great good, 
cannot be reasonably doubted. But many of them, — 
perhaps the majority in this Commonwealth, — ^are now 
languishing. For this, there are two reasons. In the 
first place, such libraries are accessible only to their pro- 
prietors, who are not always the persons most anxious 
to use them, or, in some cases, but not many, they are 
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accessible to other persons on payment of a small sum 
for each book borrowed. And, in the second place, they 
rarely contain more than one copy of a book, so that if it 
be a new book, or one in much demand, many are 
obliged to wait too long for their turn to read it; so long 
that their desire for the book is lost, and their interest in 
the library diminished. Efforts, therefore, haye been for 
some time making, to remedy these deficiencies, and to 
render books of different kinds more accessible to all, 
whether they can pay for them or hire them, or not. 

Thus, within thirty years, Sunday School Libraries 
have been everywhere established ; but their influence — 
great and valuable as it is— does not extend much be. 
yond the youngest portions of society and their particu- 
lar religious teachers. And, within a shorter period than 
thirty years, District or Public School Libraries have 
been scattered all over the great State of New York, 
and all over New England, in such abundance, that five 
years ago, (1847) the aggregate number of their books 
in the State of New York was above a million three hun- 
dred thousand volumes, and fast increasing ; but neither 
do these school libraries generally contain more than one 
copy of any one book, nor is their character often such 
as to reach and satisfy the mass of adult readers. 

Strong intimations, therefore, are already given, that 
ampler means and means better adapted to our peculiar 
condition and wants, are demanded, in order to diffuse 
through our society that knowledge without which we 
have no right to hope, that the condition of those who 
are to come after us will be as happy and prosperous as 
our own. The old roads, so to speak, are admitted to be 
no longer sufficient. Even the more modem turnpikes 
do not satisfy our wants. We ask for rail-cars and steam- 
boats, in which many more persons— even multitudes — 
may advance together to the great end of life, and go 
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faster^ farther and better, by the means thus furnished 
to them, than they have ever been able to do before. 

Nowhere are the intimations of this demand more de- 
cisive than in our own city, nor, it is believed, is there any 
city of equal size in the world, where added means for gen- 
eral popular instruction and self-culture, — if wisely adapt- 
ed to their great ends, — will be so promptly seized upon 
or so effectually used, as they will be here. One plain 
proof of this is, the large number of good libraries we 
already possess, which are constantly resorted to by those 
who have the right, and which yet — it is well known, — 
fail to supply the demand for popular reading. For we 
have respectable libraries of almost every class, begin- 
ning with those of the Athenseum, of the American 
Academy, of the Historical Society, and of the General 
Court,— the Social Library of 1792, the Mercantile Li- 
brary, the Mechanics Apprentices' Library, the Libraries 
of the Natural History Society, of the Bar, of the 
Statistical Association, of the Genealogical Society, of 
the Medical Society, and of other collective and corpo- 
rate bodies ; and coming down to the ^ Circulating Libra- 
ries '' strictly so called ; the Sunday School Libraries, and 
the collections of children's books found occasionally in 
our Primary Schools. Now all these are important and 
excellent means for the diffusion of knowledge. They 
are felt to be such, and they are used as such, and the 
trustees would be especially careful not to diminish the 
resources or the influence of any one of them. ^ They 
are sure that no public library can do it. But it is ad- 
mitted,— or else another and more general library would 
not now be urged, — that these valuable libraries do not, 
either individually or in the aggregate, reach the great 
want of this city, considered as a body politic bound to 
train up its members in the knowledge which will best 
fit them for the positions in life to which they may have 



1852.] CITY DOCUMENT.— No. 37. 15 

been born, or any others to which they may justly aspire 
throagh increased intelligence and personal worthiness. 
For multitudes among us have no right of access to any 
one of the more considerable and important of these libra- 
ries ; and, except in rare instances, no library among us 
seeks to keep more than a single copy of any book on 
its shelves, so that no one of them, nor indeed, all of 
them taken together, can do even a tolerable amount of 
what ought to be done towards satisfying the demands 
for healthy, nourishing reading made by the great masses 
of our people, who cannot be expected to purchase such 
reading for themselves. 

And yet there can be no doubt that such reading 
ought to be furnished to all, as a matter of public policy 
and duty, on the same principle that we furnish free ed- 
ucation, and in fact, as a part, and a most important part, 
of the education of all. For it has been rightly judged 
that, — ^under political, social and religious institutions 
like ours, — ^it is of paramount importance that the means 
of general information should be so diffused that the largest 
possible number of persons should be induced to read 
and understand questions going down to the very foun- 
dations of social order, which are constantly presenting 
themselves, and which we, as a people, are constantly re- 
quired to decide, and do decide, either ignorantly or wise* 
ly. That this can be done, — that is, that such libraries 
can be collected, and that they will be used to a much 
wider extent than libraries have ever been used before, 
and with much more important results, there can be no 
doubt ; and if it can be done anyvjlwe^ it can be done 
here in Boston; for no population of one hundred and 
fifty thousand souls, lying so compactly together as to 
be able, with tolerable convenience, to resort to one 
library, was ever before so well fitted to become a read- 
ing, self-cultivating population, as the population of our 
own city is at this moment. 
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To accomplish this object, however, — which has never 
yet been attempted, — we mast use means which have 
never before been used ; otherwise the library we pro- 
pose to establish, will not be adjusted to its especial pur^ 
poses. Above all, while the rightful claims of no class,-^ 
however highly educated already, — should be overlooked, 
the first regard should be shown, as in the case of our 
Free Schools, to the wants of those, who can, in no other 
way supply themselves with the interesting and healthy 
reading necessary for their farther education. What pre- 
cise plan should be adopted for such a library, it is not, 
perhaps, possible to settle beforehand. It is a new thing, 
a new step forward in general education ; and we must 
feel our way as we advance. Still, certain points seem 
to rise up with so much prominence, that without decid- 
ing on any formal arrangement, until experience shall 
show what is practically useful — we may perhaps foresee 
that such a library as is contemplated would naturally 
fall into four classes, viz : 

I. Books that cannot he taken out of the Library^ such as 
CyclopsBdias, Dictionaries, important public documents^ 
and books, which, from their rarity or costliness, cannot 
be easily replaced. Perhaps others should be specifi.- 
cally added to this list, but after all, the Trustees would 
be sorry to exclude any book whatever so absolutely 
irom circulation that, by permission of the highest au- 
thority having control of the library, it could not, in 
special cases, and with sufficient pledges for its safe and 
proper return, be taken out. For a book, it should be 
remembered, is never so much in the way of its duty as 
it is when it is in hand to be read or consulted. 

II. Boohs that few persons mil wish to read, and of 
which, therefore, only one copy will be kept, but which 
should be permitted to circulate freely, and if this copy 
should, contrary to expectation, be so often asked for, as 
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to be rarely on the shelves, another copy should then be 
bonght, — or if needfal, more than one other copy, — so as 
to keep one generally at home, especially if it be such a 
book as is often wanted for nse there. 

in. Books that wiU he often asked for^ (we mean, the 
more respectable of the popular books of the time,) 
of which copies should be provided in such numbers, 
that many persons, if they desire it, can be reading, 
the same work at the same moment^ and so render 
the pleasant and healthy literature of the day acces- 
sible to the whole people at the only time they care for 
it, — ^that is, when it is living, fresh and new. Additional 
copies, therefore, of any book of this class should continue 
to be bought almost as long as they are urgently de- 
manded, and thus, by following the popular taste, — ^unless 
it should ask for something unhealthy,^ — ^we may hope 
to create a real desire for general reading ; and, by per- 
mitting the freest circulation of the books that is consist- 
ent with their safety, cultivate this desire among the 
young, and in the families and at the firesides of the 
greatest possible number of persons in the city. 

An appetite like this, when formed, will, we fuUy be- 
lieve, provide wisely and well for its own wants. The 
popular, current literature of the day can occupy but a 
small portion of the leisure even of the more laborious 
parts of our population, provided there should exist 
among them a love for reading as great, for instance, as 
the love for public lecturing, or for the public schools ; 
and when such a taste for books has once been formed 
by these lighter publications, then the older and more 
setUed works in Biography, in History, and in the graver 
departments of knowledge will be demanded. That such 
a taste can be excited by such means, is proved firom 
the course taken in obedience to the dictates of their own 
interests, by the publishers of the popular literature of 



18 PUBLIC LIBRARY. [July, 

the time during the last twenty or thirty years. The 
Harpers and others began chiefly with new novels and 
other books of little value. What they printed, however, 
was eagerly bought and read, because it was cheap and 
agreeable, if nothing else. A habit of reading was thus 
formed. Better books were soon demanded, and gradur 
ally the general taste has risen in its requisitions, until 
now the country abounds with respectable works of all 
sorts, — such as compose the three hundred volumes of 
the Harpers' School Library and the two hundred of their 
Family Library — which are read by great numbers of 
our people, everywhere, especially in New England and 
in the Middle States. This taste, therefore, once excited 
will, we are persuaded, go on of itself from year to year, 
demanding better and better books, and, can as we be- 
lieve, by a little judicious help in the selections for a Free 
City Library, rather than by any direct control, restraint^ 
or solicitation, be carried much higher than has beeu 
commonly deemed possible ; preventing at the same time, 
a great deal of the mischievous, poor reading now indulged 
in, which is bought and paid for, by ofiFering good read- 
ing, without poj/^ which will be attractive. 

Nor would the process by which this result is to be 
reached a costly one ; certainly not costly compared with 
its benefits. Nearly all the most popular books are^ 
from the circumstance of their popularity, cheap;^ — most 
of them very cheap, — ^because large editions of them are 
printed that are suited to the wants of those who cannot 
a£ford to buy dear books. It may, indeed, sometimes be 
necessary to purchase many copies of one of these books, 
and so the first outlay, in some cases, may seem consid- 
erable. But such a passion for any given book does not 
last long, and, as it subsides, the extra copies may be 
sold for something, until only a few are left in the libra- 
ry, or perhaps, only a single one, while the money re- 
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ceived from the sale of the rest, — which, at a reduced 
price, would, no doubt often be bought of the Librarian 
by those who had been most interested in reading them, 
— will serve to increase the general means for purchasing 
others of the same sort The plan, therefore, it is be- 
lieved, is a practicable one, so far as expense is concerned, 
and will, we think, be found on trial, much cheaper and 
mnch easier of execution than at the first suggestion, it 
may seem to be. 

rv. The last class of books to be kept in such a 
library, consist, we suppose, of periodical pvilications, 
probably excluding newspapers, except such as may be 
given by their proprietors. Like the first class, they 
should not be taken out at all, or only in rare and pecu- 
liar cases, but they should be kept in a Reading Room 
accessible to everybody ; open as many hours of the day 
as possible, and always in the evening ; and in which all 
the books on the shelves of every part of the Library 
should be furnished for perusal or for consultation to all 
who may ask for them, except to such persons as may, 
from their disorderly conduct or unseemly condition, 
interfere with the occupations and comfort of others who 
may be in the room. 

In the establishment of such a library, a beginning 
should be made, we think, without any sharply defined 
or settled plan, so as to be governed by circumstances 
as they may arise. The commencement should be made, 
of preference, in a very unpretending manner ; erecting 
no new building and making no show; but spending 
such moneys as may be appropriated for the purpose, 
chiefly on books that are known to be really wanted, 
rather than on such as will make an imposing, a scientific 
or a learned collection; trusting, however, most confi- 
dently, that such a library, in the long run, will contain 
all that anybody can reasonably ask of it For, to bej?in 
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by making it a really useful library ; by awakening a 
general interest in it as a City Institution, important to 
the whole people, a part of their education, and an ele- 
ment of their happiness and prosperity, is the surest way 
to make it at last, a great and rich library for men of 
science, statesmen and scholars, as well as for the great 
body of the people, many of whom are always success^ 
fully struggling up to honorable distinctions and all of 
whom should be encouraged and helped to do it. Cer- 
tainly this has proved to be the case with some of the 
best libraries yet formed in the United States, and espe- 
cially with the Philadelphia Library, whose means were 
at first extremely humble and trifling, compared with 
those we can command at the outset Such libraries 
have in fact enjoyed the public favor, and become large, 
learned, and scientific collections of books, exactly in pro- 
portion as they have been found generally useful. 

As to the terms on which access should be had to a 
City Library, the Trustees can only say, that they 
would place no restrictions on its use, except such as the 
nature of individual books, or their safety may demand ; 
regarding it as a great matter to carry as many of them 
as possible into the home of the young ; into poor &mi« 
lies; into cheap boarding houses; in short, wherever 
they will be most likely to affect life and raise personal 
character and condition. To many classes of persons the 
doors of such a library may, we conceive, be at once 
opened wide. All officers of the City Government^ 
therefore, including the police, all clergymen settled 
among us, all city missionaries, all teachers of our public 
schools, all members of normal schools, all young persons 
who may have received medals or other honorary distinc- 
tions on leaving our Grammar and higher schools, and, 
in fact, as many classes, as can safely be entrusted with 
it as classes^ might enjoy, on the mere names and personal 
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responsibility of the individuals composing them, the 
right of taking out freely all books that are permitted to 
circulate, receiving one volume at a time. To all other 
persons, — ^women as well as men — ^living in the City, the 
same privilege might be granted on depositing the value 
of the volume or of the set to which it may belong ; 
believing that the pledge of a single dollar or even less, 
may thus insure pleasant and profitable reading to any 
£unily among us. 

In this way the Trustees would endeavor to make the 
Public Library of the City, as far as possible, the crown- 
ing glory of our system of City Schools ; or in other 
words, they would make it an institution, fitted to con- 
tinue and increase the best efiects of that system, by 
opening to all the means of self culture through books, 
for which these schools have been specially qualifying 
them. 

Such are the views entertained by the Trustees, with 
reference to the objects to be attained by the foundation 
of a public library and the mode of effecting them. 

It remains to be considered briefly what steps should 
be adopted toward the accomplishment of such a design. 

If it were probable that the City Council would deem 
it expedient at once to make a large appropriation for 
the erection of a building and the purchase of an ample 
library, and that the citizens at large would approve such 
an expenditure, the Trustees would of course feel great 
satisfaction in the prompt achievement of an object of 
such high public utility. But in the present state of the 
finances of the city, and in reference to an object on 
which the public mind is not yet enlightened by experi- 
ence, the Trustees regard any such appropriation and 
expenditure as entirely out of the question. They con- 
ceive even that there are advantages in a more gradual 
course of measures. They look, therefore, only to the 
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continuance of such moderate and frugal expenditure, 
on the part of the city, as has been already authorized 
and commenced, for the purchase of books and the com- 
pensation of the librarian ; and for the assignment of a 
room or rooms in some one of the public buildings be- 
longing to the city for the reception of the books already 
on hand, or which the Trustees have the means of pro- 
curing. With aid to this extent on the part of the city, 
the Trustees believe that all else may be left to the pub- 
lic spirit and liberality of individuals. They are inclined 
to think that, from time to time, considerable collections 
of books will be presented to the library by citizens of 
Boston, who will take pleasure in requiting in this way 
the advantages which they have received from its public 
institutions, or who for any other reason are desirous of 
increasing the means of public improvement Besides 
the collections of magnitude and value, which can hardly 
fail in the lapse of years to be received in this way, it 
may with equal confidence be expected, that constant 
accessions will be made tb the public library by the do- 
nation of single volumes or of small numbers of books, 
which, however inconsiderable in the single case, become 
in the course of time, an important source of increase to 
all public libraries. A free city library, being an object 
of interest to the entire population, would in this respect 
have an advantage over institutions which belong to pri- 
vate corporations. Authors and editors belonging to 
Boston would generally deem it a privilege to place a 
copy of their works on the shelves of a public library ; 
and the liberal publishers of the city, to whose intelli- 
gence and enterprise the cause of literature and science 
has at all times owed so much, would unquestionably 
show themselves efficient friends and benefactors. 

In fact, we know of no undertaking more likely, when 
once brought into promising operation, to enlist in its 
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favor the whole strength of that feeling, which, in so 
eminent a degree^ binds the citizens of Boston to the 
place of their birth or adoption. In particular the Trus- 
tees are disposed to think that there is not a parent in 
easy circumstances who has had a boy or a girl educated 
at a public school, nor an individual who has himself en- 
joyed that privilege, who will not regard it at once as a 
duty and a pleasure to do something, in this way, to 
render more complete the provision for public education. 

In order to put the library into operation with the 
least possible delay, the Trustees would propose to the 
city government to appropriate for this purpose the ground 
floor of the Adams school house in Mason street They 
are led to believe that it will not be needed for the use 
of the Normal School proposed to be established in this 
building. It may be made, at a small expense, to afford 
ample accommodation for four or five thousand volumes, 
with an adjoining room for reading and consulting books, 
and it will admit of easy enlargement to twice its pre- 
sent dimensions. Such an apartment would enable the 
Trustees at once to open the library with five thousand 
volumes, a collection of sufficient magnitude to afford a 
fair specimen of the benefits of such an establishment jto 
the city. 

Should it win the public favor, as the Trustees cannot 
but anticipate, it will soon reach a size, which will re- 
quire enlarged premises. These, as we have said, can be 
easily provided by the extension of the present room on 
the ground floor ; and it will be time enough, when the 
space at command is filled up, to consider what further 
provision need be made for the accommodation of the 
library. Should the expectation of the Trustees be real- 
ized, and should it be found to supply an existing defect 
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in our otherwise admirable system of public education, 
its future condition may be safely left to the judicious 
liberality of the city government and the public spirit 
of the community. 

BENJAMIN SEAVER, 
SAMPSON REED, 
LYMAN PERRY, 
JAMES LAWRENCE, 
EDWARD S. ERVING, 
JAMES B. ALLEN, 
GEORGE W. WARREN, 
GEORGE WILSON, 
EDWARD EVERETT, 
GEORGE TICKNOR, 
JOHN P. BIGELOW, 
NATHANIEL B. SHURTLBFP, 
THOMAS G. APPLETON. 
Boston^ July 6, 1852. 



BoBTOH, July 26, 1852. 

At a meeting of the Trostees of the PubUo Idbraty held (m 
the 6th instant, the foregoing Beport vas subnuUed by a Sub- 
committee previously appointed for that purpose, conosting of 
Edwakd Evbrbtt, Gkobob Ticknob, Sampson Rbed, and 
Nathaitibl B. Shcrtletf, and was unanimously accepted and 
ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE WILSON, Secretary. 
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SECOND AMNUAl REPORT 
TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



In Common Council, November 2, 1854. 

Ordered, That the Trustees of the Public Library be and 
they are hereby requeste<} to present their Aimual Report to 
the City Council in print, and that they bo allowed to print 
5000 copies. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

ALEXANDER H. RICE, President. 

In Board of Mayor and Aldermen, November 6, 1854. 
Concurred. 

J. Y. C. SMITH, Afayor. 



PUBLIC LIBRARY, OF THE CITY OF BOSTON. 

In Board of Trustees^ Nov. 3| 1854. 

Ordered^ That the Report of Mr. Everett be accepted and 
signed by each member of the Board ; and that the Secretary 
deliver it to the Mayor, in obedience to the requisitions of 
the 4th section of an Ordinance in relation to the Public 
Library, dated October 14, 1852. 

Attest: EDWARD CAPEN, Secretary. 
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THE SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 
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TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



In obedience to the fourth section of the ordinance of the 
14th of October, 1862, in relation to the Public Library, the 
Trustees beg leave to submit to the City Council their 
second Annual Report. 

In conformity- to the provisions of the ordinance, the 
Report of the Committee of Ex^'aination marked A, is here- 
with submitted. This Committee consists of five citizens 
at large, appointed by the Trustees, and of one of their own 
Board acting as chairman. The* citizens at large, who have 
kindly given their services as members of the Committee, 
the present year, are: Hon. Jonathan Phillips, Rev. Dr. 
Edward Beecher, Hon. Robert '. Winthrop, Hon. Nathan 
Appleton, and Oliver Frost, Esq. The Trustees deem it a 
duty publicly to acknowledge thp prompt and diligent atten- 
tion of these gentlemen to the duties of a Committee of 
Examination, and the interest Manifested by them in the 
prosperity of the institution. 

The Trustees also submit t> nnual Report of the Libra- 
rian, marked B, made in pun ~ ice of chapter III., article 
12th, of the rules and by-laws oi the Library. 

From these documents a full k owledge may be obtained 
of the operations of the Library tearing the past year, and of 
its condition at the present time. 



4 PUBLIC LIBRARY. [Nor. 

This year has been one of great importance in the history 
of the Library, being that of its opening to public use, on a 
plan somewhat novel in institutions of this kind. At the 
date of their former annual report, it was the hope of the 
Trustees that they should be able to commence their opera* 
tions on the first of January. This was rendered impossible 
by the circumstance, that the larger room appropriated for the 
present use of the Library was still required as a place for 
Ward meetings. The reading room was opened on the 20th 
of March, but it was not till the 2d of May last that the 
Trustees were able to open the circulating department of the 
library to public use. Since that time, with the exception 
of the usual public holidays, the library has been open every 
day from 9 o'clock A. M. to 9 1-2 o'clock P. M., till the 17th 
ult., when, in compliance with the rules and by-laws, Xlie 
doors were closed for the annual examination. 

The facts stated in the report of the examining committee 
will show the use which has been made of the library, both 
as a place of resort for reading and for the purpose of bor- 
rowing books for home use. Notwithstanding the difficulties 
incident to most new undertakings, it is believed that there 
is no library in Boston, or the neighborhood, of which so 
extensive a use has been made. 

Such has been the case, although the part of the year, dur- 
ing which the library has been open, is that in which, for seve- 
ral reasons, the greatest resort is not likely to take place. 
During the summer many families reside in the country, and 
many more travel. Of those who remain in the city, many 
give their leisure time to excursions in the neighborhood and 
to those out-door occupations which are favored by the pleas- 
ant season. The long evenings of winter and early spring 
will, it is anticipated, considerably increase the resort to the 
library. 

Meantime its growth has exceeded the most, sanguine ex- 
pectations of the trustees. In their annual report of last 
year, they stated that the income of Mr. Bates^s munificent 
endowment, of the generous donation of Mr. Phillips, and of 
the other invested funds of the library, would furnish the 
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means of purchasing 3600 volumes for the current year, 
while from other sources still further accessions might be 
confidently anticipated. In point of fact the library, during 
the course of the year, had, at the date of the librarian's re- 
port, been increased by 6533 volumes and about 3000 pam- 
phlets. Of these it appears, by the librarian's report, that 
over two thousand volumes and nearly all the pamphlets 
have been donations, and that about four thousand four hun- 
dred volumes have been bought. If we are authorized to 
form an opinion of the futm'e growth of the library from the 
experience of the past, we may safely calculate upon an in- 
crease hereafter of at least six thousand volumes annually, 
exclusive of pamphlets ; a rate of increase which in fourteen 
years will carry the library up to 100,000 volumes, — a larger 
collection than any at present existing in the United States. 

It is true that a considerable number of the new books 
added to the library the present year are duplicate sets of 
popular new publications, which have been purchased in 
pursuance of the principle on which the circulating depart- 
ment is founded, viz : that of supplying the public, as &r as 
it could be reasonably done, with those books for which there 
is an urgent present demand. It is expected that for a certain 
class of books this demand will be temporary, and that in due 
time— sooner for some and later for others, — all but a single 
copy, or a very few copies may be dispensed with. In the 
meantime, however, the books will have performed their 
office; the taste and habit of reading will have been cul- 
tivated ; and if the expectations of the trustees are realized, 
the standard of the reading community will have been 
steadily raised, and the class of new books called for will 
become more and more one of permanent value. 

The trustees are of opinion, even at the present time, and 
in addition to the number of duplicate volumes of works of 
temporary interest, that a larger number of new works of 
permanent value have been added to the library the present 
year than to any other public library in Boston or the 
vicinity. Many of the works purchased in this country 
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and all of those imported from abroad, may be reckoned in 
this class. 

In order more effectually to meet the wants of the com- 
munity, in reference to the supply of books, the trustees have 
systematically invited the co-operation of the public in their 
selection. For this purpose blank forms of recommendation 
have been prepared to be filled up with the titles of books 
not already on the shelves, and which the applicant may 
wish to have purchased. If deemed by the Committee of the 
Trustees a book proper for the Library, it is ordered without 
delay. Several hundred volumes have, in the course of the 
season, been procured in this way, and they have usually 
been furnished to the reader in twenty-four hours after his 
application was made. 

The Trustees have from the first calculated on large ac- 
cessions to the Library from donations, individually taken of 
a small amount. In a city as large as Boston, containing 
probably as great a number of educated persons as any city 
in the world of its size, there are in almost every house a few 
YolumeSf-^-sometimes rare and curious works, — which, in 
some cases have descended from former generations, and 
which the present owners would rather have preserved in a 
public collection than retain themselves. Many such vol- 
umes have already been presented to the Library. Larger 
donations of this kind, — and in some cases collections which 
have been formed at great expense of time and money, — will 
in the natural course of things be presented to the Library. 
Their proprietors will often feel that, in the fluctuations of 
fortune to which families are subject, there is no way of dis- 
posing of a valuable collection of books, by which its perma- 
nent usefulness is so sure to be secured, as to place it on the 
shelves of a fire-proof building belonging to a great public 
institution. 

The Trustees in this connection feel bound to make a 
special acknowledgement of the liberality of Dr. James Jack- 
son, of Dr. Jolin Ware, of Dr. Charles G. Putnam, and Dr. 
E. A. Kittredge, for donations of medical books, amounting 
in the aggregate to eight hundred and twenty volumes, and 
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to one thousand and eighty-six pamphlets. The Hon. G. S. 
Hillard has presented to the Library two hundred and two 
volumes, among ;which is the Encyclopedie Methodique, in 
197 volumes 4to, one of the most valuable of the works of 
that class. One hundred and seventy-eight volumes and 
seven hundred and ninety-six pamphlets have been received 
from the Hon. Jonathan Phillips, in addition to his liberal 
donation of ten thousand dollars, a copy, in excellent bind- 
ing and nr<»*ervation, of the American edition of the Ency- 
clopedia i5ritannica from Mrs. Louisa Thompson ,* and from 
many other bene&ctors volumes amounting in the aggregate 
to several hundred, of which a specification accompanies the 
Librarian's report. 

The Trustees, in the puirchase of books, have had an eye 
mainly to the wants of the mass of the reading public in a 
community like our own* In a few cases, when there has 
been an opportunity of purchasing a valuable work to great 
advantage, it has been done, although the work may not 
have been adapted for frequent popular use. But with 
this exception, it has been the object of the Trustees to 
make the acquisition of useful books, in the English lan- 
guage, in plain, good bindings. Works in the learned and 
foreign tongues, books or editions of books which owe 
their value to their rarity, works of luxury as they are 
called, splendidly illustrated publications, and sumptuous and 
costly bindings have been wholly avoided. The Trustees 
do not undervalue works of this class, when surplus funds 
exist for their purchase. They look forward to the time 
when, the more immediate wants of the institution having 
been supplied, there will be a propriety in making the acqui- 
sition, to a reasonable extent, of works of this class ; which 
they also have no doubt will, from cime to time, be added to 
the Library by private liberality. But for the present they 
are under the impression, that works intended for substantial 
use, rather than for curiosity and ^ow, are what the public 
need and have a right to expect. 

It was remarked in the report of the Trustees last year, that 
** all the operations of the Library must be conducted on a 
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comparatively narrow scale, while the establishment con- 
tinues within its present temporary and narrow limits. It is 
only after the erection of a library building that it will be 
able definitively to commence its career of usefulness." It 
will be recollected that a piece of land for a library building 
was purchased on Somerset street, which was given up, 
without pecuniary loss to the City, as not sufficiently large or 
central. An eligible site was then obtained on Boylston 
street, which, according to the opinion expressed by the 
Trustees in their report last year, was better adapted to the 
purpose than any other then to be procured. The circum- 
stances which have prevented any progress being made, the 
present season, in the erection of the building, are well 
known to the City Council as altogether beyond the control 
or influence of the Trustiees. 

On the 17th of October the Trustees were invited to attend 
a conference with a committee of the City Council, appointed 
to consider the subject of the location of the library ; and 
from this conference it appeared, that it had been proposed 
to erect the new building on some suitable place in the pub- 
lic garden. The Trustees infer from this circumstance, that 
differences of opinion as to the best situation for the library 
may have had an influence, iti causing the delay which has 
taken place in reference to the building. 

This question is one exclusively for the City Government; 
and in their decision, whatever it may be, the Trustees will 
respectfully acquiesce. Although as individuals in common 
with their fellow-citizens, but led by their duty to take an 
especial interest in the prosperity of the library, they may 
have their opinions on the relative advantages of difierent 
spots, the subject does not fall within their province as a 
board, and has never been officially considered by them. 

They trust, however, that they shall not be thought to go 
beyond their sphere of duty in saying, that whatever site is 
fixed upon, it is extremely desirable that as little time as pos^ 
sible should be lost. The faith of the City is pledged for 
the erection of a library building, to the munificent bene- 
factor who has so generously endowed the institution. Any 
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unnecessary delay in redeeming this pledge would bring just 
reproach on the good name of the City. Till a fire-proof 
building of ample dimensions is erected, it is in vain to ex- 
pect those liberal donations of books from individuals, which 
may be confidently depended upon, when adequate provision 
is made for their safe keeping and convenient use. In addi- 
tion to these considerations, it must not be forgotten, that 
the resort to the library is already so great, that the present 
temporary premises, (which consist of the basement story of 
one of the City school houses,) are altogether insufficient for 
the accommodation of those who come to borrow books, 
and still more of those who wish to avail themselves of the 
great advantages of the reading room. Notwithstanding 
great diligence and promptitude, on the part of the librarian 
and his assistants, aided by an admirably contrived system 
for the search and delivery of books asked for, it is manifestly 
impossible, in premises so contracted as those now appropri- 
ated to the library, with an average of three hundred persons 
daily resorting to it, to prevent occasional delay and crowd. 
It is hoped by the Trustees that the convenience of more 
than six thousand citizens who have already inscribed their 
names for the use of the library, and to whose number addi-* 
tions are daily made, will be thought by the City govern- 
ment to merit their earliest attention. 

The Trustees are firmly convinced, taking into considera- 
tion the present resources of the institution and the indica- 
tions of public interest in its progress, that, with a fire-proof 
building of suitable dimensions well adapted to the purpose, 
the Free Public Library will immediately become both an 
honor and a blessing to the community; — an institution 
which will reflect credit on the liberality of its benefactors 
and of the City ; — and which will put the finish to that 
great system of public education of which Boston is so justly 
proud. 

Before concluding this report, the Trustees beg leave to 

add, that they have great reason to be satisfied with the 

fidelity, industry, seal, and spirit of accommodation of the 

Librarian and his several assistants. Their diligence in the 

a 
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discharge of their laborious duties, under circumstances some- 
what embarrassing, has been exemplary, and has materially 
contributed to diminish the inconveniences, which would 
otherwise have been experienced by the public from the 
crowded state of the rooms. 

The Trustees may be permitted to add that on their own 
part they have spared no pains, by personal attention to the 
affairs of the library, to give effect to the enlightened views 
in which it has been founded and sustained. They have 
held a regulajr meeting every fortnight, throughout the year, 
and extra meetings when necessary ; — and the attendance of 
some one of their number, generally of more than one, has 
been given on some part of almost every day. 

All which is respectfully submitted by 

EDWARD EVERETT, 
GEO. TICKNOR, 
A. B. MUNROE, 
GEO. W. WARREN, 
JOHN P. BIGELOW, 
NATH'L B. SHURTLEPF, 
T. G. APPLETON. 

Public Library J 3d November, 1864 
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A. 

The Committee, appointed under the seventh section of an 
Ordinance in relation to a Public Library, passed Oct. 14, 
1862, ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have examined its condition on the three points 
embraced in the Report of their predecessors of the last year, 
both because those points seem to involve all the inquiries it 
was intended they should make, and because, by adopting, 
from year to year, the same system of investigation, the 
state and progress of the institution can be more easily un- 
deretood. Within these limits, then, they find the condition 
of the Public Library to be as follows : 

First, as to its Books. The number of volumes, which, 
in the Report of November 10, 1853, was stated to be nine 
thousand six hundred and eighty-eight, is now, by the Libra- 
rian's account, sixteen thousand two hundred and twenty- 
one, besides two thousand nine hundred and eighty-nine 
tracts, added this year, and nearly a thousand given earlier, 
portions of which are boui)d into volumes, and the remainder 
arranged alphabetically in compact cases, for easy reference 
until they, too, may be bound up. The books and tracts are 
in good condition and fit for use. Those purchased during 
the past year have been bought with reference to the wants 
of the citizens generally, but especially the wants of those 
who may not have access to good libraries. Of a large num- 
ber of these books there are duplicates, and in not a few 
cases there are several or many copies of the same work. 
But still the supply falls very far short of the demand. 
A great number of persons cannot obtain the book they want 
at the time they ask for it, even when more than one copy 
belongs to the Library i and of many books that are much 
needed, no copy at all has yet been bought, from deficiency of 
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funds. Our citizens meantime have been watchful and lib' 
eral. The Librarian's Report on the state of the Library 
during the past year shows this in a manner most honorable 
to the individuals whose names it records. And it is confi- 
dently believed, when the remarkable facts stated in this 
Report shall have been considered by the public, that other 
patrons and friends to the Library will be found, like those 
who have made it what ,it is, and that many persons who 
have books lying idle in their houses, because they have 
ceased to be interesting to their families, will gladly add 
them to the Public Library, where they will again become 
useful. The City Government, too, has this year made the 
appropriation it has heretofore made for the general expenses 
of the Library, and a part of this appropriation, but mainly 
the munificent foundation of Mr. Bates, of London, and the 
income of funds given in a similar spirit by others, consti- 
tute, when taken together, the only resources of the Library 
for the purchase of books. But these resources are, by no 
means, sufficient. Even the present urgent wants of our 
citizens cannot be satisfied by them, and these wants are 
constantly increasing. Many persons add their names daily 
to the list of those who use the Library, and many more will 
follow; — for we have a growing population, and the number 
of readers among us grows in a ratio still greater than that of 
the increase of our people. The Library, therefore, needs 
large additions to its collection of books. 

Second, as to its Catalogues. These are ample and 
well adjusted to their purposes. They consist, 1st, of the 
Catalogue of Accessions^ in which every book, with its cost, 
condition, &c., is entered as soon as it is received. This 
Catalogue, therefore, constitutes a History of the Library as 
a Collection of Books. 2d. The Alphabetical Card Cata- 
logue^ which contains a full title of each book on a separate 
card, with short alphabetical references on other separate 
cards to each word of the title under which the book is 
likely to be asked for. This constitutes the best basis for a 
thorough knowledge of the Library by the Librarian and his 
assistants, and for the use of its books by all persons who 
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inrish to niake careful investigations of particular subjects. 
3d. The Shelf Catalogue^ which contains the titles of the 
books as they stand on their respective shelves, and which, 
therefore, affords the means of knowing, at any moment, the 
exact condition of the Library as a part of the City's prop- 
erty ; And 4th, the Printed Alphabetical Catalogue^ of which 
interleaved copies, containing the titles of the books added 
from day to day, may always be found on the tables of the 
Reading Room ; — thus placing a knowledge of the contents 
of the Library and the readiest means for using it within the 
reach of every citizen. These four Catalogues are all in good 
order, and carefully made up to the present date. 

Third, as to the Library Rooms. The present Rooms — 
which were regarded merely as a temporary provision when 
they were first assigned for the use of the Library — are only 
two in plumber, and are already found to be wholly inade- 
quate to the proper management of such an institution and to 
the demands daily made on it by our citizens. The outer 
one is the Reading Room, where there are one hundred and 
thirty-eight Periodicals, Transactions of Mechanics' Institutes, 
Scientific Bodies, &c. — all of which are to be read and con- 
sulted on its tables. But this Room — ^from the want of any 
other for the purpose — is now necessarily used for the deliv- 
ery of books, every afternoon and evening, to above three 
hundred persons on an average, and sometimes to more than 
five hundred. It is, therefore, noisy, uncomfortable and unfit 
for its peculiar purpoi:es as a place for quiet reading ; — besides 
which it often happens, that the persons who come to borrow 
books are so numerous as to be most inconveniently crowded 
together; many of them being kept standing and waiting 
much longer than ought to be necessary, until their turn 
comes round to be served. The interior or proper Library 
Room is no better than the Reading Room. It is small, ill- 
lighted, ill-ventilated, cold in winter, and so nearly filled 
with books that it will soon be impossible to find places for 
more. Both of them, by their exposure to fire, are unsafe 
repositories for books. But there can be no need of adding 
a word on this point. The case is a plain one. Every body 
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who visits the Library, and the thousands who use it, know 
and feel every time they come there, that its present Rooms 
are wholly insufficient for its present wants, — ^to say nothing 
of the increasing wants and inconveniences that must arise 
from the increased numbers who are constantly demanding 
its privileges and benefits for themselves and their families. 
It is obvious, therefore, that something should be done with- 
out delay for the erection of a proper building ; — a building 
becoming the character of the City, and becoming the 
pledges it has given. 

In conclusion, it may be remarked, that the Public Library, 
although begun under the very considerable disadvantages 
already suggested, has yet been eminently successful. It 
was opened as a Reading Room March 20, 1854, and for 
the circulation of books May 2, and closed for the annual ex- 
amination, October 17 ; the latter dates including a period 
of just five months and an half. During this period, it appears 
that six thousand five hundred and ninety persons entered 
their names in order to enjoy its privileges ; that the number 
of volumes borrowed for home use was thirty-five thousand 
three hundred and eighty-nine, besides several thousands 
used in the Reading Room, of which no record is kept ; that 
no one book of this very large number is known or believed 
to have been wantonly or unreasonably injured ; that, after 
a very careful examination, only twenty volumes are now 
missing from the shelves ; that most of these twenty will, 
probably, be found and returned to their places ; and that not 
one of them is of sufficient pecuniary value to permit its loss 
to be considered important or to allow its absence to be 
attributed to any cause but accident or misfortune. More- 
over, if none of them should be recovered, the very trifling 
fines already promptly and cheerfully paid for the undue de- 
tention of books, would purchase them all several times over. 

It is certain, therefore, that a very large amount of good 
reading has been circulated among our citizens by the Public 
Library, and that the books containing it have been treated, 
as it might be expected they would be treated by persons 
who know their value. 
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The benefits that must follow from such an Institution, 
fitted, as the Public Library is, to continue by home-reading 
and self-culture the education begun by our excellent system 
of Free Schools, your Committee will not pretend to esti- 
mate. Indeed, if this Library should be liberally fostered 
and administered by the persons to whom its support and 
care are entrusted, all its benefits to the intellectual, moral 
and religions training of our community, and especially of our 
children, can neither be measured nor foreseen. 

It may be appropriate here to add, as an important circum- 
stance in the present condition of the Public Library, that the 
very simple system now in operation for arranging its books 
on their shelves and circulating them among our citizens, is 
not only an excellent system in itself, but is, also, a system 
that admits of such easy and almost indefinite expansion, 
that it may be relied on to meet the future no less than the 
present demands of the public. But, in order to give our 
community the benefit of this system and of the wise and 
liberal use of the Library which it involves, a building must 
undoubtedly be erected permitting arrangements and facili- 
ties for its management and administration, that are quite 
impossible in the present inappropriate, uncomfortable, unsafe, 
and insufficient premises. 

All which is submitted. 

GEO. TICKNOR, 
JONATHAN PHILLIPS, 
EDWARD BEECHER, 
ROBT. C. WINTHROP, 
NATHAN APPLETON, 
OLIVER FROST. 

Public Library J October 31, 1854 . 
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B 

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 

By chapter III., article 12, of the Rules and Regulations 
of the Public Library, it is incumbent on the Librarian, 
" before the last day of October, to make in writing and pre- 
sent to the Trustees a detailed and circumstantial Report on 
its condition and increase during the year preceding." 

Agreeably to this provision I submit the following Report : 

On the 10th day of November, 1853, there were 9688 
volumes belonging to the Library, and 961 pamphlets. 
Since that time there have been added 6533 volumes and 
2989 pamphlets. Of these, 2152 volumes and nearly all the 
pamphlets have been received in donations, and 4381 vol- 
umes have been purchased. 

The number of volumes at present belonging to the Li- 
brary is therefore 16,221, and the number of pamphlets 3950. 
In this account are included the duplicate or numerous 
copies of many works which it was found necessary to pur- 
chase, in order to supply the reasonable demands of the 
large number of readers who have availed themselves of the 
privileges of the circulating department. 

This department was opened to the public on the 2d day 
of May last, and, on the 17th day of October, when the 
Library was closed for examination, had been in operation 
just five and a half months. During this period 6590 per- 
sons, by signing their names in the book for signatures, put 
themselves under obligations to obey the rules and regula- 
tions that had been or might be prescribed by due authority. 
Of these 5384 have opened accounts in the '* Loan Books," 
and thereby obtained the right to receive books for home 
use. Justice to these subscribers requires a strong statement 
of the fact, that, under many inconveniences and much dis- 
comfort, from the want of proper accomodations in the 
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library rooms, the rules of the Library, both in letter and 
spirit; have been cheerfully complied with. 

It has been ascertained that 35,389 volumes were taken 
from the Library between the 2d day of May and the 17th 
of October, for home use ; an average of 260 volumes a day. 
The average number of books taken out daily for the week 
ending September 22, was 306, or 1836 volumes in all. On 
the 16th of September 635 volumes were taken out. In 
other weeks, when no account was kept, the average is sup- 
posed to have been greater. The average number of books 
used daily in the reading room during the week ending Sep- 
tember 30th was 34, or, in all, 204. On other weeks it was 
probably greater ; and all these numbers grow larger from 
i?ireek to week. 

Books were in constant circulation until August 1, without 
requiring us to replace, in a single instance, the paper cover ; 
and up to this time eighty-three volumes only have been re- 
bound, and only fifty-two more are now known to require 
a new binding. It is not known that, in any instance, a 
wilful, and in only one instance an accidental injurjr has 
been done to a book, and in the latter case the damage was 
voluntarily and cheerfully made good. One book has been 
lost by accident, and that also has been paid for. 

An examination of each shelf, with the alcove catalogue, 
shows that the books are all in their places, with the excep- 
tion of twenty volumes. As an ofiset to this item we have 
received, in fines collected for the undue retention of books, 
the sum of $87 30, which has been paid into the City 
Treasury, on account of the Library, and will amply replace 
all the books that may have been lost. 

Appended to this report, in a paper marked No. L, will be 
found the names of the benefactors of the Library, with the 
amount of money, or the number of volunles, pamphlets, 
charts, &c. received from each during the past year ; the 
whole preceded by the names of those who had earlier 
been benefactors. This shows us the agreeable fact that 
over one hundred and fifty persons, many of whose dona- 
tions have been of great value, and all desirable, have had in 
mind the wants of the Library. 

3 
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Appended also to this report, in another paper marked No. 
II., will be found a statement of the expenditures of money, 
for whatever purpose, from the first day of November 1853, 
to the last day of October 1864. A little inconvenience 
arises from the fact that the financial year of the City com- 
mences on the first day of May, and that the appropriations 
are made for a year from that period. But the most impor- 
tant thing here, is to exhibit the way in which the moneys 
in trust for the wants of the Library have been spent. This 
exhibit can be made month by month, and item by item, if 
it be necessary ; but it is presumed that the divisions made 
in this statement will be sufficiently minute. It diould, 
however, be understood that the heavy items of the construc- 
tion and furniture accounts cannot occur again, and that 
about the sum of $200, (192 46) charged to the account of 
printing, has been refunded by the receipts from the sale of 
Catalogues. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EDWARD CAPEN, Librarian. 

Boston^ October 24, 1854. 
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No.L 

BENEFACTORS TO THE PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
Previous to the 10th MvM^er^ 1853. 

Appleton, Samuel --..... $1,000 00 

Bates, Joshua Funded, - - - - . 50,000 00 

Bigelow, John P. « 1,000 00 

Bowditch, N. I. Services valued at - - - 200 00 

Brown, James •-..... 500 00 

Nightingale, James ------- 100 00 

Phillips, Jonathan Fund, - - . . . 10,000 00 

. - - VolsmM. Pamphlsli. 

Appleton, Samuel ------ i 

Appleton, William ------ 9 i 

Balfour, David M. ------ 3 

Ballard & Prmce, ------ 1 

Ballou, M. M. ---... 1 

Barnard, Henry, Conn. ----- 1 

Bigelow, John P. ----- . 207 87 

Bishop, Nathan ------ 3 7 

Boston, England -..-.. i 

Boston, City of 315 39 

Bowditch, J. L -.-... 4 

Clapp, Otis 5 41 

Clapp,W.W. 7 

Coffin, Admiral Sir I. . - - . . 5 

Dall,Wimam 70 150 

Dearborn, Nathaniel - - - - - 21 

Dillaway, Charles K. - - - - - 2 

Dupee, James A«------ 1 

Dwight, Louis ------. 4 

Eastbum, John H. ------ 1 55 

Eliot, Samuel A. 85 

Eustis, WUliam T. 4 

Everett, Edward 1170 2 

Flint, Charles L. 11 

French, B. F. 3 

Gait, J. M., Va. ...... 14 

GUbert, A-, New York, 1 

Gray, Asa ------- 2 

Gray, Francis C. ------ 57 

Greene, C. W., Greenwich, R, L - - - 33 

Griswold, Almon W, - - - - - - l* 

Guildhall Library Committee, London, - - 1 
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Volumes. Pamphlets. 

Hale,N. &C. 1 

Herrick, E. C, Yale College, - - - - 1 

Jarvis, Edward, .----- 65 

Kingman, Charles B. ------ 8 

Kneeland, Samuel ------ 2 

Lawrence, T. B. ------ 1 

Lee, Thomas J. ------ 1 

Livermore, Greorge, Cambridge, - - - - 8 

Loring, James S. ------ 1 184 

McMahon,J. B. 13 

Massachusetts, State of ----- 40 

McCleary, S. F. 1 250 

Montagu, A.de .-.--- 1 

Norton, Charles B., New York, - - - - 1 

Norwood, Samuel ------ 5 

Paine, Martyn, New York, - - - - 7 

Paris, City of 96 23 

Parsons, tjsher, ------ 1 

Phillips, Jonathan - - - - - -137 

Rhode Island Historical Society, - - - 2 1 

Riddle, Edward 1 

Sawyer, F. W 1 

Seaver, Benjamin ------ 1 

Shurtleff, N. B. 1 

Smith, Elbridge, Cambridge, - - - - 1 

Southey, Thomas, England, - - - - 3 

Sparks, Jared ------- 1 

Spurr, O.H. 6 

Thornton, J. W. 3 

Ticknor, George ------ 679 

United States, 145 

Unknown, ------- H 

Wales, George B. ------ 8 

Walker, Amasa ------ 1 

Warren, J. Mason ------ 30 

Warren, John C. ------ 2 

Warren Street Chapel Library, - - - - 12 

Webster Daniel - •- - - - 6 

Weld, Moses H. 1 Crystallotype. 

Wilkins, John H. 64 

WiUiams John D. W. 285 23 

Winthrop, Robert C. 287 

Withington, William ----- 1 

3889 961 
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BENEFACTORS TO THE PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

For the year 1853-54, cmd the number of Volumes^ Pamphlets,, 

Charts^ Sfc. received from each. 

Bates, Joshua, London, Interest, .... $3000 00 

Bigelow, John P. « ... - 60 00 

Bowditch, J. Ingersoll, 800 00 

Phillips, Jonathan, Interest, 600 00 

Yolumei. Pamphleta. 

Albany Young Men's Association, - - - 1 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, by Prudential Committee, - - - 32 
Appleton, J. W. M. ----- - 1 

Appleton, W. 7 1 

Austin, J. T. - - 2 

Balfour, David M. 55 

Ballou, Maturin M.------ 5 

Bigelow, Henry J. ------ 6 

Bigelow, John P. ------ 4 

Binney, C. J. F. - - - - - - 1 

Binney, Horace, Philadelphia, --.--' 2 

Bishop, Nathan, ------ '5 

Boston Society of Natural History, - - - 4 1 

Bowditch, Henry L ------ 6 1 

Bowditch, N. I. 1 

Bradley, John N. 55 

Brown, Obadiah, Benevolent Fund of - - 9 

Cass, Mrs. L. A. ------ 5 

Chandler, George, Worcester, - - - - 1 

City of Boston, Departments of - - - - 23 1 

Clapp, David ------- 11 60 

Cogswell, Joseph G., New York, - - - 3 

Copeland, Elisha 13 79 

ComeU, WiUiam M. 4 8 

Couthouy, J. P. ------ 4 

Davis, David E. 2 

Dench, Lawson B. ------ 3 

Dennet, W. H. 1 

Dixon, B. Homer, ------ 10 

Durkee, Silas, ------- 1 

Eastbum, John H- ------ 1 

Eliot, Samuel A. 2 

Everett, Edward, 27 Charts, &c - - - 166 245 

Flint, Ch. L. 2 1 

Foster, F. E. Miss 1 



23 



PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



[Nov, 



VolamM. 

French, James & Co. ----- 2 

Frost, Oliver - - 10 

Grarrison, William L. ----- 1 

Gasking, Samuel ------ 1 

Girard, Charles, Philadelphia, - - - - 

Guild, Albert 9 

Harvard College, President and Fellows 0^-5 

HiUard, George S. 202 

Holland, F.W. 1 

Howe, John, Jr. ----- - 1 

Jackson, Abby C. ------ 1 

King, Gedney Mrs. ------ 7 

Jackson, Francis ------ 1 

Jackson, James - - - - - -128 

Kittredge, Edward A. - - - - - 128 

Lawrence, Abbott, Jr. - - - - - 14 

Leeds, Charles H., New York, - - - - 1 

Loring, James S. ------ 1 

McCleary, S. F. Jr. - 

Maryland Historical Society, - - - 

Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association, - 1 

Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture, 9 
Merritt, J. Mrs. ------ 

Munroe, James - " . * . " 

Munsell, J., Albany, - - - * - - • ^ 

New York University, Begents of ^ - - - 7 

New York Society Library, - - - - 1 

Otis, Harrison Gray Mrs. ----- 1 

Paris, City of - 4 

Parker, Henry T. - - -,- -,- 6 

Phillips, Jonathan - - -.- -.- 1^8 

Potter, E. R., Rhode Island, - - - 8 

Prescott, Frederic W. 99 

Pulsifer, David ------ 1 

Putnam, Charles G. 830 

Quincy, Eliza S. - - _ - , - - - 1 
Quincy, Josiah, Sen'r. - - - - - 

Reed, Sampson - - - . - - - 33 

Rich Brothers, London, ----- 4 

Roelker, Bernard ------ 2 

Ruggles, S. B., New York, - - - - 

Shurtleff, N. B. 15 

Spear, Charles ------ 5 

Sunmer Charles ------ 

Sumner, W. H., Roxbury, - - - - 

Sunderland, La Roy ----- 6 

Tarbell, Thomas Mrs. U 

Tliayer, Gideon F. - - ' - 

Thompson, Louisa Mrs. ----- 32 

Thwing, Thomas 



Funphleta. 



1 
13 



600 
13 



3 
1 
3 



13 
3 



790 
10 

20 

166 
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 



TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



CITY OF BOSTON- 



In Common Council^ Oct. 30, 1866. 

Orderedj That the Trustees of the Public Library be, and 
they are hereby authorized to present their annual report to 
the City Council in print. 

Ordered, That one thousand additional copies be printed. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

OLIVER STEVENS, President. 

In Board of Aldermen , Oct. 31, 1856. 
Concurred. 

PELHAM BONNEY, CJiairman. 

Approved, Nov. 1st, 1856. 

ALEXANDER H. RICE, Mayw. 



PUBLIC LIBBABT OP THE CITY OP BOSTON. 

In Board of Trustees, Oct. 31, 1856. 

Ordered, That the Report of the President be accepted 
and signed by the members of the Board ; and that the same 
be transmitted to the City Council, agreeably to the requi- 
sitions of the city ordinances. 

Attest : 

EDWARD CAPEN, Secretary. 
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OP THK 



TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



In obedience to the fourth section of the ordinance of the 
14th of October, 1852, in relation to the Public Library, the 
Trustees ask leave to submit to the City Council their fourth 
Annual Report. 

In conformity to the provisions of the ordinance, the report 
of the Committee of Examination, marked A, is hereunto an- 
nexed. This Committee consists — besides a member of the 
Board of Trustees acting as Chairman — of five members 
appointed by the Trustees from the citizens at large. The 
members of the Committee the present year are J. T. Steven- 
son, Esq., Rev. Dr. Blagden, P. W. Lincoln, Jr. Esq., Joseph 
Story, Esq., and S. J. Thomas, Esq. The Trustees, on behalf 
of the public, return their thanks to these gentlemen for the 
readiness with which they have attended to the discharge of 
the duty devolving upon them as members of the Committee. 

The Annual Report of the Librarian, marked B, made in 
pursuance of Chapter IIL, Art. 12th, of the Rules and By- 
Laws of the Library, is also submitted. 

From these two reports a full knowledge may be obtained 
of the present state of the Library, and of its operations 
daring the past year. In connection with the reports of for- 
mer years, they will enable the City Council and the public 
to trace the progress of the Library, from its feeble com- 
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mencemeiit, in 1852, to its present highly prosperous con- 
dition. 

The Trustees feel warranted, on this occasion, in repeat- 
ing the remark made in their last Report, that the institution 
is, in all its relations, in a highly satisfactory state. The 
resort of the public, both for the purpose of borrowing books 
and of using them in the reading room, has continued undi- 
minished during the year. The books borrowed continue to 
be punctually returned, with as little injury as is consistent 
with their use. In the purchase of new books the Trustees 
have more and more abstained from buying works of mere 
amusement, aiming to confine themselves to those of a higher 
order ; and they have no reason to suppose that this course 
is disapproved by the public. In the first years of its exist- 
ence, the additions made to the Library by purchase were 
almost exclusively of works in the English language. During 
the past year a considerable number of books in the French 
language, and a few in the German, have been bought, to sat- 
isfy an earnest call for them on the part of readers. It is 
obvious that in a free public library this call ought to be met 
to a reasonable extent, inasmuch as books in the foreign 
languages are less likely than others to be within the reach 
of many persons entitled to the benefits of the institution. 
The number of volumes, however, in French and German 
which have been purchased for this reason, does not exceed a 
few hundred. 

The increase of the library continues to fulfil the antici- 
pations of the Trustees. In their first Annual Report the 
whole number of volumes was stated to be about ten thou- 
sand; in the second Annual Report, 16,221 volumes, and 
about 4,000 tracts; in the third Report, 22,617 volumes, and 
6,507 tracts. At the present time the whole number of vol- 
umes, exclusive of those already received from the last lib- 
eral donation of Mr. Bates, is 28,080, and of tracts, 12,386. 
In addition to the volumes standing upon their shelves, not 
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less than two thousand have been purchased by Mr. Ticknor, 
who is now in Europe, out of the means at the disposal of 
the Trustees for the current year. These figures show that 
the Trustees were not ovet sanguine in calculating, from 
their ordinary resources, upon an annual increase of about 
6,000 volumes, which they have no reason to think will fall 
off in future. Of the additions made to the library the 
past year, 1,865 volumes and 5,330 pamphlets have been 
donations from 126 individuals and institutions, whose 
names are given in the Appendix to this Report. Among 
these the donation of Dr. Walter Channing, of 786 volumes 
and many pamphlets, deserves especial acknowledgment. 
Valuable donations have also been received from Dr. H. I. 
Bowditch, Bev. Caleb D. Bradlee, Edward Gussett, Esq., 
J. Francis Samball, Esq., Dr. C. Gr. Putnam, Edward A. Snel- 
ling, Esq., Dr. S. D. Townsend, and Monsieur Alexander Yat- 
temare. The Trustees regard these donations with great 
satisfaction, not merely on account of the value of the books 
presented, but for the widely extended interest which they 
evince in the library on the part of the community. 

The rooms in Mason street having become filled in 1855, 
it was necessary to remove a portion of the books, which 
could best be spared for that purpose, to a place of tempo- 
rary deposit in the Quincy Schoolhouse. The same opera- 
tion has been repeated during the present year, and may again 
become necessary in 1857. This and other inconveniences, 
resulting from the limited capacity of the apartments at 
present occupied by the library, will terminate, in all proba- 
bility, by the end of the ensuing year. The spacious build- 
ing in Boylston street will be completed in the course of the 
coming year, and will afford the amplest accommodation for 
the library, and for any probable increase to it, that may be 
made for many years. 

The erection of this building being entrusted to another 
Board, whose reports are regularly made to the City Coun- 
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cil, it may be proper only for the Trustees to state that, it 
will, when completed — they are well persuaded — fully jus- 
tify the City Council for the liberal appropriations which 
have been made for it, and be regarded as a noble monument 
to the wisdom and public spirit of the municipal government 
of the City of Boston. 

In the mean time, the Trustees have been actively and 
diligently employed, under the authority conferred upon 
them by the City Council for that purpose, in preparing for 
the completion of the building and the public opening of the 
library. The most important step to be taken, toward that 
end, was to give effect to the munificent purpose of Mr. 
Bates, made known to the city government the last year, and 
recorded in the last Annual Report of the Trustees. His 
original donation of fifty thousand dollars, for the endow* 
ment of the library, was, as is well known, established as a 
fund, the interest of which only is to be annually appropri- 
ated for the purchase of books. In addition to this act of 
distinguished liberality, as soon as Mr. Bates was informed 
that the City Council had determined to erect a spacious 
fireproof building, he communicated to the Mayor his inten- 
tion to present to the city such a number of books, in the 
various departments of science and literature, as would ena- 
ble the library to commence its operations in the most satis- 
factory manner, as soon as the new building should be com- 
pleted. 

It has been the pleasing duty of the Trustees, in their ap- 
propriate sphere, to give effect to this munificent intention 
of Mr. Bates, by preparing, at his request, lists of books 
suitable for the library. It is scarcely necessary to observe 
that the task of selecting, from the almost boundless mass 
of literature, ancient and modern, in our own and foreign 
tongues, those works which it would be expedient, to recom- 
mend to our liberal benefactor for immediate purchase, was 
not to be performed without reflection and labor. The 
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Trustees, through their committee for the purchase of books, 
have given much time, and devoted their best eflforts to this 
subject. In excepting the work in all its branches, they have 
had the good fortune to be able to avail themselves of the 
services of Professor C. C. Jewett, formerly librarian of 
Brown University, and more recently of the Smithsonian In- 
stitution at Washington ; a gentleman whose bibliographical 
pursuits, both in this country and Europe, have been con- 
ducted with equal intell^ence and success. 

The rooms in Mason street not affording sufficient accom- 
modation even for the current operations and daily use of 
the library, a house has been hired by the Trustees in Boyl- 
ston place, under authority from the City Council, for the 
reception of the books presented by Mr. Bates, and their 
preparation for the shelves in the new building. This prepa- 
ration requires a comparison of the volumes received with 
the invoice ; the collation of each volume, that is, such an 
examination of it as is necessary to ascertain whether it is 
perfect in all its parts, and to note the defects, if any ; its 
entry in the accessions catalogue, that is, the list of books 
daily added to the library in the order in which they are 
received ; and the copying of the title at length upon a card, 
which takes its place alphabetically in the card catalogue. 
About eleven thousand volumes have already been received 
in Boylston place, and prepared in this way for the shelves, 
and others are constantly arriving from Europe.* Steady 
employment in this way, and in other occupations connected 
with the library and. its catalogues, has been given to Pro- 
fessor Jewett, and his intelligent and industrious assistants 
in Boylston place, by whom a great amount of labor has been 
diligently and skillfully performed. 

The Trustees suppose that the new building will be com- 
pleted in less than a twelvemonth from the present time. 

* The books received in Boylston place, with those in the rooms in ICason street, end 
in the Qnincy Scboolhonse, form an aggregate of nearly Forty thousawd volnmes. 
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They are aware that this may seem a long time since it was 
commenced ; bat they have reason to believe that it has been 
carried forward as rapidly as is consistent with the solidity 
of the work. Composed almost wholly of bricks and stone, 
and intended for the reception of books, which suffer greatly 
from dampness, it is of especial importance that reasonable 
time should be allowed for the gradual absorption of the 
moisture inseparable from such a mass of recent masonry. 
It may be added that it would not be possible to get ready 
for their places on the shelves of the new building the works 
already purchased, or in course of being purchased, by Mr. 
Bates, at a much earlier period than that assigned for its 
completion. 

When the library, greatly augmented in size, shall be 
opened to the public in the new edifice, a large increase may 
be anticipated in the number of persons resorting to it. A 
proportionate enlargement of its operations in all its depart- 
ments will take place ; its administration will become more 
arduous ; and a re-organization of the plan on which it is 
conducted will be necessary. Some amendments of the ordi- 
nance of the 14th of October, 1852, will be required for this 
purpose, and will form the subject of a separate communica- 
tion to the City Council. 

The regular operations of the institution in Mason street 
have been carried on with the usual success during the past 
year, under the librarian, Mr. Edward Capen, and his assist- 
ants, to whose diligence in the performance of their respeclr 
ive duties, and to whose assiduous endeavors to promote the 
convenience of those resorting to the library, the Trustees 
willingly bear renewed testimony. The number of new 
Accounts for borrowing books during the past year is 2,371, 
making a total of 11,518. The number of names entered in 
the reading room in the course of the year is 2,361, making a 
total since the opening of the library of 12,856. The num- 
ber of books borrowed during the year is 82,661, making a 
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daily average of 291 volumes for the working days of the 
year. As five hours daily are assigned to the borrowing and 
returning of books, it results from these figures, that but a 
small fraction over one minute has been required for waiting 
upon each individual applicant. 

In the course of the year the public has been deprived of 
the services of Thomas G. Appleton, Esq., who resigned his 
place as a Trustee on his departure for Europe. Mr. Ap- 
pleton has been a member of the Board since its first organ- 
ization; and, besides the value of his services in that 
capacity, he is entitled to the grateful acknowledgements of 
the community for one of the most valuable presents of 
books which have been made to the institution, viz : a copy of 
Audubon's Birds of America, in the original edition, in four 
volumes, of Atlantic size, substantially and handsomely 
bound. 

The name of Mr. Ticknor not being subscribed to this 
Report with those of the other Trustees, it is proper to state 
that the omission is caused by his absence from the country. 
The library, however, has not been deprived, by this circum- 
stance, of the benefit of his services, which, from its founda- 
tion have been most assiduously rendered, and of the highest 
value. He has, during his absence, been able, in concert 
with Mr. Bates, to make arrangements for the purchase of 
books, from which great benefit will accrue to the library. 
Indeed, the presence in Europe at this time of a person pos- 
sessing the entire confidence both of Mr. Bates and the 
Trustees, and otherwise so eminently qualified for the duty, 
was a piece of good fortune not easily to be overrated. 

In closing their report, the Trustees feel warranted in 
expressing the opinion that the library is in all respects in a 
sound and prosperous condition. They acknowledge with 
gratitude the liberality manifested by the city government in 
the erection of the new building, and in the provision made 
to defray the current expenses of the institution. They 

2 



10 PUBLIC LIBRARY. [Nov. 

have endeayored, by personal attention to its administration, 
to give effect to this enlightened policy and to the munifi- 
cence of individual benefactors. Considering the library as 
the completion of the system of public education to which 
Boston is indebted for so much of her prosperity^ they con- 
fidently anticipate for it a future of great public utility^ and 
corresponding favor on the part of the community, and they 
earnestly commend it to the continued protection and pat- 
ronage of the City CounciL 

All which is respectfully submitted, by 

EDWARD EVERETT, 
JOHN P. BIGELOW, 
NATH'L B. SHURTLEPF, 
FARNHAM PLUMMER, 
OLIVER FROST, 
W. W. GREENOUGH. 
City Library J ilst Oct. 1856. 
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[A] 

The Examining Oommittee appointed under the provisions 
of the seventh section of the ordinance in relation to the 
Public Library, 

REPO RT: 

The section referred to provides that " the Trustees shall 
annually appoint a Committee of five citizens at large, who, 
together with a Trustee as Chairman, shall examine the 
library, and make report of its condition to the Trustees. 
Agreeably to the requirements of this section, it appears 
that three annual examinations, previously to the present 
one, have been made by three several Committees, each com- 
posed of different individuals, as respects those selected at 
large. Their reports are on record, and indicate that the 
method of examination was alike in the several cases in 
regard to the subjects to be specially reported upon. It 
seems proper and convenient, that the course of the previous 
committees in this matter should be adhered to, because 
the results of similar investigations, presented in a similar 
manner, render it easy to compare, from year to year, the 
state and progress of the institution. The Committee, there- 
fore, have examined and report in the usual order : 

First, as to the Books : The whole number of volumes in 
the library, as reported by the Committee at the last annual 
examination was 22,617, and the whole number of pamphlets, 
or tracts, was 6,507. There have since been added 5,463 
volumes and 5,879 pamphlets, making the present total 
28,080 volumes, and 12,386 tracts. Nearly all the tracts and 
1,865 of the volumes were presented by individuals or insti- 
tutions. Many of the tracts have been classed and bound 
into volumes, or so arranged in cases as to be convenient 
for consultation. The books, in general, are in good condi- 
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tioii; and eyen most of those which have been taken out 
many times for home perusal are in as good order as those 
in freqaent use in private libraries — a fact highly creditable 
to the reading habits of our fellow citizens. All the books 
are in the English language (with the exception of less than 
a thousand volumes, mainly donations,) and seem to have 
been selected with especial reference to the literary wants 
of the great body of the people. Of many of the books 
which are in frequent demand there are not only several 
copies, but in all cases of new works concerning which a 
strong interest is felt on the part of the public, copies have 
been procured to such an extent that many persons have 
been enabled to peruse the same work at one and the same 
point of time. In this manner the institution is carrying 
out a principle, prominently set forth in one of its earliest 
documents — '' to render the pleasant and healthy literature 
of the day accessible, as far as practicable, to the whole 
people at the time they care most for it, viz : when it is 
living, and new." This practice; it is hoped, will be con- 
tinued, even to a more generous extent, when the means 
of the institution shall be more ample, and the accommoda- 
tions more convenient for the taking out of books. During 
the annual period of closing the library, its volumes appear 
to have been carefully and thoroughly examined and counted 
by the librarian and his assistants, and their statement has 
been verified, as in previous years, by a subsequent examina- 
tion on the part of intelligent and competent young ladies 
connected with the Normal School. It appears that 149 
volumes are missing ; being rather more than were missing 
at the last annual examination. Measures for getting in the 
absent volumes, as provided for in the rules of the institu- 
tion, under the authority of the city, are in active progress. 
Among the missing books are none of rare or costly kind^ 
or which cannot easily be replaced. Books of that descrip- 
tion may be freely consulted at the rooms, but are not 
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allowed to go into circulation, except by special permission 
of the Trustees, and with such conditions as insure their 
safe keeping and return. Although the library has been 
open for circulation less than two years and a half, the 
amount of the circulation during that time has exceeded two 
hundred thousand (200,000) : that is, books have been taken 
out at least that number of times. Considering the necessa- 
ry exposure to accident in such an extensive circulation, the 
losses of the library have been very small, and the cost of all 
the missing volumes is more than equalled by the fines re- 
ceived for keeping out books over the regulation time. 

The library is particularly rich, (probably more so than 
any other in the country,) in periodical literature. Upon 
the tables of the reading-room are to be found the latest 
numbers of all the prominent American, and many foreign, 
periodical journals. The number of these, regularly re- 
ceived, amounts to one hundred and thirty-eight, (their cost 
averaging about $600 per year), and they appertain to all 
branches of art, science, and polite literature. They are in 
constant use by citizens reporting to the reading-room, and 
furnish to the mechanic, merchant and professional man, the 
latest information, or the newest lights, in regard to sub- 
jects connected with their several pursuits, to say nothing of 
wholesome and entertaining reading for all classes. 

As to the Catalogues. These are found to be in good order, 
and well adapted to the objects in view. They consist of — 
Catalogue of Accessions ; Alpltahetical Card Catalogue; Alcove ^ 
or Shelf, Catalogue; and Printed Alphabetical Catalogue. 
The Catalogue of Accessions contains the name of every book 
received into the library, from its beginning, in the order of 
reception, with its condition at the time, its cost, if purchased, 
and the name of the giver, if presented. The Alphabetical 
Card Catalogue contains the full title, or transcript of the 
title page, of every book, on a separate card, with brief 
references on other cards, to all the names or words of the 
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title under which it is deemed at all likely that the book 
will be inquired for. The Alcove Catalogue, attached to 
each alcove or range of shelves, contains the names of all 
the books in the order in which they belong on each shelf; 
thereby famishing ready means of knowing, at any time^ 
the exact condition of the library, in regard to books miss- 
ing, &c. Copies of the Printed Alphabetical Cataiogve, with 
abbreviated titles of books, are on the tables of the reading- 
room. They are interleaved, and include the name of every 
book which has been added to the library since the catalogue 
was printed. Besides these catalogues of books, there are 
two folio volumes containing the names (autographs) of all 
persons who have claimed to avail themselves of the privi- 
leges of the institution. The names are attached or sub- 
scribed to an obligation to observe the rules and regulations 
of the library, and their number amounts to 12,856. The 
books used for charging and crediting the volumes delivered 
or received, are arranged on a decimal plan, new and pe- 
culiar to this library, which greatly facilitates rapid and 
correct delivery and reception/ At the re-opening of the 
library, on the first instant, more than five hundred volumes 
were charged, and given out to as many different individuals, 
within the space of five hours, and as many more could have 
been given out within the same time, if applied for. There 
can be no doubt that with a proper number of assistants, 
rightly accommodated, the plan will admit of giving out thou- 
sands of volumes in a day, if occasion therefor should ever 
occur. For the invention, and practical application, of this 
admirable plan, the community is indebted to Dr. Nathaniel 
B. Shurtleff, whose zealous and efficient endeavors to pro- 
mote the interests of the institution cannot be too highly 
estimated. 

As to the Library Rooms, The books occupy the same 
rooms as those specified in the report of last year, viz : the 
lower story of the Normal schoolhouse, and the two chain- 
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bers in the Quincy schoolhouse. These latter are used as 
store-rooms for a portion of the books, (about 6,000 in num- 
ber,) which do not go into circulation, and for consulting 
which there are no adequate facilities. Indeed, the inade- 
quacy of accommodations, and the inconveniences attending 
the operations of the library, so fully set forth in the reports 
of our predecessors, have seriously increased — in view of 
which it is highly creditable to the librarian and his assist- 
ants, that the varied, extensive, and constantly augmenting 
business of the library has been carried on with promptness 
and efficiency. But the evils and embarrassments which 
have hitherto surrounded the institution in regard to locality 
and narrowness of its borders, are, thanks to the judicious 
and munificent provision of the municipal government, soon 
to pass away. Upon the completion of the edifice designed 
for its use, its operations will be conducted on an enlarged 
scale, and its privileges be enjoyed by great numbers of citi- 
zens, to whom, thus far, they have been practically denied. 
The institution has accomplished much good under many 
difficulties ; from small beginnings it has become, within a 
brief space of time, one of the principal libraries in the land ; 
and, if continued to be wisely managed, it is safe to predict 
for it a long and prosperous career, extending its blessings 
to remote generations of our descendants. 

JOHN P. BIGELOW, 
J. THOMAS STEVENSON, 
G. W. BLAGDEN, 
F. W. LINCOLN, Jb., 
JOSEPH STORY, 
SETH J. THOMAS. 

Boston, November 5, 1856. 
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[B] 

To the Trustees of the Public Library : 

Gentlemen, — In accordance with Chapter III. Article 12, 
of the Rules and Regulations, I hereby respectfully submit a 
report on the condition and increase of the library for the 
period that has elapsed since the 30th of October, 1855, 
being my third annual report. 

The number of volumes then belonging to the library was 
22,617, and the number of pamphlets 6,507. There have 
been added, during the past year, 5,463 volumes, 5,879 
pamphlets, two maps, a large number of unbound newspapers, 
and several manuscripts. Of these 1,865 volumes, 5,330 
pamphlets, and all the maps, newspapers, and manuscripts 
have been received from the donations of one hundred and 
twenty-six persons, whose names are printed at the end of 
this report, and 3,598 volumes and 549 pamphlets have been 
purchased by the Trustees. By referring to the list, it will 
be seen that the donation of Dr. Walter Channing, is con- 
spicuous in the number of volumes, and it certainly is a very 
valuable addition to the department to which it mostly 
relates. 

The number of volumes in the library, as exhibited in the 
accessions catalogue, to this date, is 28,080, and the number 
of pamphlets is 12,386. 

The library has been open to the public 284 days. During 
this period, 2,361 inhabitants of Boston registered their 
names, — and thus bound themselves to observe the rules 
and regulations prescribed by the Trustees, — and 2,371 ac- 
quired the right to borrow books. The whole number of 
signers is now 12,856, and the whole number of borrowers, 
11,518. To the latter, as the record shows, 82,661 volumes 
have been delivered and charged in their respective accounts. 
The average number of books issued daily has been 291. 
The highest number in one day was 647, on the 23d of Feb- 
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ruary. The greatest average per day for one week was 385, 
in February. The smallest was 194, in October. The Read- 
ing Room has furnished about the same list of periodicals to 
those who have made it a place of resort, and it is believed 
that there has been no material increase or diminution in the 
number of readers. 

Should it occasion remark that, while the number of sub- 
scribers has increased by two thousand three hundred, there 
has been no corresponding increase in the daily issue of 
books, two reasons may with candor be offered ; — First, and 
chief, the failure of applicants to procure books repeatedly 
sought for in a favorite department ; second, the limited ac- 
commodations furnished in the rooms now occupied by the 
library for the large numbers in attendance. 

In the report of last year, it was said that << the books had 
been used with remarkable care, cases of accidental injury* 
only, and these of rare occurrence, having come to our no- 
tice." After the experience of another year, I see no occa- 
sion to qualify this statement. Not a fine has been exacted 
or called for on account of damage to a book caused by abuse 
or carelessness. In two or three instances, one has been 
tendered in payment for loss or accidental damage. There 
are thirty-six volumes laid aside as worthless or imperfect, 
most of them as imperfect. It is probable that some of our 
losses may be attributable to the fact that the borrower, 
having lost or injured a book, is deterred by the penalty 
from returning it, or making his loss known, — a statement 
based upon an examination of the binder's schedules, which 
show the titles of several books that are still charged on 
cor loan books to the borrower, and, having been returned 
in an irregular way, have not been duly accredited. We 
hope, for the credit of all concerned, that the fear of no 
penalty whatever will deter a subscriber upon our list from 
pursuing the straight-forward and manly course of account- 
ing in some way for every borrowed book. The course 

8 
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adopted by the Trustees has not been one of exaction. The 
good of the institution, prudent management of its business, 
the comfort even of the borrowers themselves, demand that 
some method shall be adopted that shall prove a motive of 
sufficient power to induce the borrower, within a given, rea- 
sonable period, to return his book. Having broken a rule 
which in the beginning he promised to observe, it is salutary 
that he should suflfer the consequences, or give a sufficient 
reason in extenuation of the ofiFence. He will thus have put 
himself right with the Trustees, and, in all probability, any 
fine incurred would be remitted. 

The binders schedules show that l^Bl volumes have been 
bound at an expense of $701.64; and $26.87 have been paid 
for binding catalogues. A large part of this has been incur- 
red for binding the periodicals regularly received and used 
in the reading room, and in making the condition of all vol- 
umes received by gift or purchase suitable for general use 
and circulation. Eight hundred and sixteen volumes have 
been bound after use in the library, and thirty-five have been 
twice upon the list. 

The examination of the shelves with the alcove catalogue 
shows that the number of losses has been materially in- 
creased. But this subject will be carefully considered by 
the Examining Committee, and it is not possible to make a 
full statement until all the returns have been received. 

The amount collected for fines is $262.13, which will cover 
the expense of binding in the circulating department, and 
leave something as an offset to damage and loss. 

Appended to this Report will be found the amount received 
from the invested funds of the institution, the list of donors, 
with the number of volumes presented by each, and the finan- 
cial statement for the year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EDWARD CAFEN, Librarian. 

Public Library, Oct, 31, 1856, 
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Vattemare A., Paris, International Exchange, 71 

Walley, S. H., Hon. ... - 2 
Ware, John, M. D. - 
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22 
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109 



29 



1 



1856.] CITY DOCUMENT. — No. 61. * 23 





Vols. 


Pam 


Warren, Joim U., M. D. - 


2 




Welsh, (Jharles W., Washington, - 


- 1 


1 


Whitney, Frederic A., Rev., Brighton, 


m 


1 


Whitney, Henry A. - - - - 


. 1 




Wilkins, John H., Hon. - - - 


8 




Willis, Nathaniel, - - - . 


- 1 




Wilson, John, - - - - - 


2 




Winthrop, Robert C, Hon. - - - 


- 22 


6 


Wise, John, Lancaster, Pa. 


1 





2 Maps, 1865 5330 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 

For One Yearffrom November 1, 1855, to October 31, 1856. 



Binding books, $728 51 

Blank books, stationery, Ac, - - - - 169 95 

Books, 6,529 24 

Construction, repairs, <fec., - - - - 16 71 

Expresses, cartage, Ac, - . - . 103 25 

Freight, customs, wharfage, &c., - - - 41 44 

Fuel, 271 90 

Furniture, tools, Ac, ----- 222 43J 

Gas, 263 19 

Insurance, - 383 25 

Periodicals, 630 62 

Porter, for fires, cleaning, &c., - - - - 68 20 

Postage, 61 02 

Printing and paper, 155 60 

Salaries and extra help, . . - . 3,034 27i 

$11,659 59 



DONOBS AND DONATIONS, 



Appleton, Samuely 11,000 00 

BateSi Joshua, Fond, 60,000 00 , 

Bigelow, John P., Fund,. 1,000 00 

Bowditch, J. IngersoU, 300 00 

Bowditch, N. L Services valued at - - 200 00 

Brown, James, 600 00 

Nightingale, James, 100 00 

Phillips, Jonathan, Fund, .... 10,000 00 

Shepard, Mrs. Sally Liman Kast, - - - 1,000 00 



Adams, Oeorge, 

Adams, Nehemiah, D. D 

Albany Young Men's Association, 
Allen, Edward, London, .... 
Allen, John Fi^e, Salem, .... 
Allen, William, D. D., Northampton, 
American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, . 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 

Missions, by Prudential Committee, 
American Tract Society, - • . . 
Anderson, Paul, Cincinnati, ... 

Andrews, Joseph, 

Anonymous, .... 1 Map, 
Athemeum Club, London, .... 
Appleton, John W. M, - 

Appleton, Samuel, 

Appleton, Thomas G. . - - - 

4 



Vols. 

22 
5 
1 
1 
1 



Pamph. 

3 



32 

74 

1 
65 
2 
2 
1 
10 



26 



2fi PUBLIC LIBRARY. [Not. 





Vols. 


Pampb 


Appleton, William, Hon. - - - - 


- 27 


3 


Austin, Edward, 


23 




Austin, James T. - . . - 


. 2 




Balch, Thomas, Philadelphia, - 


1 




Balfour, David M. - - - - 


- 86 


6 


Ball, William T. W. 


2 


11 


Ballard and Prince, - - . - 


. 1 




Ballon, Maturin M. 


10 




Barker, James M. - - - - 


. 1 




Barnard, Henry, Connecticut, - - . 


1 




Batchelder, S., Cambridge, ... 


- 


1 


Bates, Isaac C. 


1 


2 


Bates, Joshua, Mrs., London, 


. 2 




Bigelow, Henry J., M. D. 


6 




Bigelow, Jacob, M. D. - 


. 1 




Bigelow, John P., Hon. - - - - 


534 


625 


Binney, C. J. F. 


- 1 




Binney, Horace, Hon., Philadelphia, 




2 


Bishop, Nathan, 


. 4 


12 


BoUes, John A. - - - • - 


24 




Boltwood, Lucius M., Amherst, 


. 3 




Bond, William C, Cambridge, - - - 


2 




Boston, England, 


. 1 




Boston, City of, 


343 


40 


Boston Mercantile Library Association, 


- 1 




Boston Prison Discipline Society, - 


6 




Boston Society for Medical Observation, 


. 4 


12 


Boston Society of Natural History, - 


4 


1 


Boston Young Men's Christian Union, - 


- 


4 


Boutwell, George S., Hon., Groton, - 




1 


Bowditch Library Proprietors, 


- 7 




Bowditch, Henry L, M. D. 


20 


470 


Bowditch, J. I 


. 4 




Bowditch, N. L 


1 
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Bradford, Charles F. 1 

Bradford, Thomas G. - - - - 1 
Bradlee, Caleb Davis, Rev., North Cambridge, 74 175 

Bradlee, John N. 65 

Bradlee, Samuel, 7 

Brooks, Peter C. 144 40 

Brown, Obadiah, Trustees of, - - - 12 

Brown, William S. 1 

Buchanan, A., by Munroe and Co. - - 4 

Buck, Ephraim, M. D. - - - - 2 

Buckley, Joseph, 4 

Bulfinch, Thomas, 1 

Bumham, Mrs. E. J. 3 

Bumham & Brother, .... i 

Cambridge, City of, 1 

Capen, John, 4 

Cary, Thomas G., Hon. . - - . l 

Cass, Lydia A. Mrs. .... 5 

Chandler, George, M. D., Worcester, - - 1 1 

Channing, Walter, M. D. . - - - 786 3092 

Channing, W. F., M. D. .... l 

Chesbrough, E. Sylvester, ... 7 101 

Chickering, C. F. 2 

Ghickering, Jesse, M. D. - - • - 1 

Christem, F. W., New York, ... 6 1 

Cincinnati Young Men's Library Association, 1 

Clapp, David, - - - . - - - 11 60 

Clapp, Otis, 5 41 

Clapp, W.W. • - ... - - 7 

Clark, Luther, M. D. - - - - 38 2 

Clarke, John, - - - . - - . - 1 

Coffin, Admiral, Sir L .... 6* 

Cogswell, Joseph G., New York, - - - 7 3 

* A very early dooAtion to the city. 
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2 

1 

6 

4 



Colman, Henry, . - - 

Consolations of Solitude, Author of, 

Gopeland, Elisha, • . - 

Cornell, William M., M. D. - 

Couthouy, J. P. 

Cummings, A. I, Boxbury, - - - - 

Curtis, Josiah, M. D. - - - - 41 

Dall, William, 70 

Dalton, J. G., 6 

Danforth, Hannah G., Mrs. - - - - 10 

Davis, Dayid E, 2 

Dearborn, Nathaniel, - - - - - 21 

Dench, Lawson B. 3 

Dennet, C. P. 

Dennet, W. H. 1 

Denton, William, 2S 

Derby, E. Hasket, 1 

Dillaway, Charles K.- 
Dixon, B. Homer, - 
Dodd, William, - 
Dudley, Dean, 

Dupee, James A. - - 
Dupee and Perkins, 
Durkee, Silas, M. D. - 
Dwight, Louis, Bev. 
Eastburn, John H. - - 
Eliot, Samuel A., Hon. - 
Endicott, Charles M., Salem, 
Eolopoesis, Author of, - - - - 1 

Eustis, William T. 4 

Everett, Edward, 1766 

1 Statistical Table, 27 Maps and Charts, 
and a large collection of papers. 
Femald, Woodbury M., Bev. . . - 
Flint, Charles L. SO 



2 

19 
9 

i 

4 
150 



i 
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61 

2 

1 
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Forbes, E.B. . . . - 
Foster, E. B. - 
Foster, F. E., Miss 
Fox, William L., Dordiester, • 
French, B. F., New Orleans, La. - 
French, James, and Co. - 
Frost, Oliver, .... 
Frothingham, Nathaniel L., D. D. 
Gait, J. M., Virgmia, - - - 
Garrison, William L. • - 
Gkisking, Samuel, - - - - 
Grassett, Edward, • . • 

197 Papers and several Manoseripts. 
Gilbert, A., New York, • . . 

Girard, Charles, Philadelphia, • - - 

Gould, A. A., M. D. .... 

Graham, M%jor George, Registrar General, 
London, by Josiah Curtis, M. D. 

Gray, Asa, M. D. 

Gray, Francis C, Hon. - 

Gray, John C, Hon. - 

Green, Samuel A., M. D. 

Greene, C. W., Greenwich, R. L 

Griswold, Almon W. 

Guild, Albert, M. D. - 

Guild, Benjamin, 

Guild Hall Library Committee, 

Hale, Nathan and Charles, 

Hartshorn, Eliphalet P. • - - 

Harvard College, President and Fellows of, 

Hastings, Mary Ann, . - - • 

Haven, S. F., Jr., M. D. - 

Hayward, George, M. D. - 

Herrick, E. C, Yale College, - 

Hewins, James M. - « - - 



LondoD, 
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. 2 
2 
1 
4 
3 
2 

10 
10 

1 

1 

19 
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67 
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33 
1 
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99 
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1 
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13 
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Higginson, T. W., Rev,, Worcester, - 


1 




Hillard, George S 


202 


1 


Hills, George, . - - ^ . 


3 




Hooper, Robert C. Subscription for work of 


1 




Prof. Agassiz. 






Hooper, Samuel, 


1 




Howe, John, Jr. 


1 




Hunt, Harriot K., M. D., Miss ... 


1 




Ingraham, Mary S., Mrs. . . - • 


37 


3 


Jackson, Abby C. 


1 




Jackson, Francis, 


1 




Jackson, James, M. D. 


129 


600 


Jackson, Samuel C, Rev. ... 


1 


8 


Jarvis, Edward, M. D., Dorchester, 




65 


Jones, J. S., M. D. - 


2 




Keyes, Frederick J. 


1 




Kimball, J. Francis, .... 


59 


2 


King, Mrs. Gedney, - . . - . 


7 




Kingman, Charles B. - . - . 


3 




Kittredge, Edward A., M. D. 


128 


13 


Kneeland, Samuel, Jr., M. D. - 


2 




Lamb, Anthony, 


1 




Lambord; William, 


8 




Lawrence, Abbott, Jr. 


14 




Lawrence, T, Bigelow, .... 


4 




Lawrence, William R., M. D. 


2 




Lee, Thomas J. 


2 


1 


Leeds, Charles H., New York, - . . 


1 




Library Company of Philadelphia, - 


1 




Lincoln, Frederic W ., Jr. - 


2 


2 


Livermore, George, Cambridge, 


4 




Liverpool, Mayor and Corporation of, - 




1 


Longfellow, Henry W., Prof. - - - 


7 




Loring, Ellis Gray, 


3 




Loring, James S. - - - 


12 


254 
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Lothrop, Samuel E., D. D. • - - - 1 

Lowell, Charles, D. D. - - - - 2 

Lowell, John, 89 

Lnnt, William P., D. D., Quincj, 

Lyman, George H., M. D. - - - - 1 

McCleary, S. F. 1 

McCleary, S. F., Jr. 

McMahon, J. B., M. D.. Rev. - r - 19 

McMullen, John, New York, - - - l 
McVey, - - - ' - 
Manchester City Library, Trustees of, - 
Manypenny, George W., U. S. Com. of Indian 

Affairs, - ... - 3 
Maryland Historical Society, - - - 
Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association, 8 
Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture, 9 

Massachusetts, State of, - - - - 40 

Means, James, Bev. 2 

Medford, Selectmen of, - - - - 1 

Merriam, Joseph W 1 

Merrill, Elizabeth L. - . - - 23 

Merritt, Mrs. J. 

Middlesex Mechanic Association, Lowell, - 1 

Monti^, A«de, 1 

Munroe, James, 

Munroe, James and Co. . . . . i 

Munsell, J., Albany, .... 1 

Murray Fund, Trustees of, - - - - 2 
New Bedford Free Library, Trustees, 
New York Mercantile Library Association, 

New York Society Library, ... - 1 

New York, State of, .... 1 

New York University, Regents of, - - 16 

Norton, Charles B., New York, - - 1 

Norton, Charles ^., Cambridge, - - - 6 
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Norwood, Samuel, 

N. P. G. 

Odiorne, George, 

Odiorne, James C. 

Otis, Harrison Gray, Mrs. 

Paine, Martyn, M. D., New York, engraved 
Portraits, 

Paris, City of, 

Parker, Henry T. 

Parsons, Usher, M. D. 

Peabody, Augustus, Mrs. - - . 

Peabody Institute, Danvers, - - - 

Pennsylvania, State of, - - - - 

Perabeau, H. 

Phillips, Jonathan, Hon. - . - - 

Phillips, Sampson and Co. - - . - 

Picard, William, valuable collection of News- 
papers, 

Piper, Solomon, 

Poole, William F. 

Potter, E. R., B. L - 

Prescott, Frederic W. - 

Prescott, William H. 

Pulsifer, David, - 

Putnam, Charles G., M. D. 

Quimby,'J. A., 

Quincy, Eliza S. 

Quincy, Josiah, Hon. - 

Randall, John W. 

Raymond, Samuel M. - 

Reed, Sampson, 

Reed, Hiram A.- 
Rhode Island Historical Society, 

Rich, Brothers, London, 

Richardson, Benjamin P. - 
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12 


124 


6 


58 


22 


61 


1 




1 




7 




178 


39 


7 






1 


90 


383 


2 
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3 


315 


790 


1 




1 
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99 
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2 




1 




481 


166 
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Richardson, James B 

Richmond, John W., Providence, 

Riddle, Edward, 

Robbins, Chandler, D. D. 

Roelker, Bernard, 

Ruggles, S. B., New York, ... 
San Francisco Mercantile Library Association, 
Sawyer, F. W. - . - - . 

Sears, David, .... Medals, 
Seaver, Benjamin, . . . - . 
Shattuck, George C, Jr., M. D. - 
Shaw, 6. Howland, • . - - - 
Shimmin, William, - - . - . 
Shurtleflf, Nathaniel B., M. D. - 
Sinclair, A. D. - - - - * 
Smith, Elbridge, Cambridge, . - . 
Smith, J. V. C, Mayor, .... 
Smithsonian Institution, .... 
Snelling, Edward A. - - - - 
Snow, Herman, Rev. .... 

Southey, Thomas, England, - - - 

Sparks, Jared, 

Spear, Charles, Rev. . - . - 

Spencer, William V. . . . , 

Spurr, 0. H. 

Stevens, Benjamin F. .... 

Stodder, Charles, .... 

Stone, James W., M. D. - 

Stuart G. Okill, Mrs., Quebec, 

Sumner, Charles, Hon. .... 

Sumner, William H., General, Roxbury, 

Sunderland, La Roy, .... 

Symonds, Sarah W. - - - - 

Thayer, Gideon P. 

Thayer, S., Col. U. S. E. 

5 
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Thompson, Louisa, Mrs. - - - - 32 

Thorington, J., M. C. - - - - - 1 

Thornton, J. Wingate, - - - - 15 1 

Thwing, Thomas, 17 

Ticknor, George, - - 14 Charts, Ac. 1294 225 

Ticknor, Reed & Fields, - - - - 3 

Torrey, Henry W. 1 

Townsend, Solomon D., M. D. - - - 24 109 

Tuckerman, Edward, 3 

Turner, J. W. 1 

United States, 145 

United States, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 

George W. Manypenny, ... 1 
United States, Navy Department, 

Charles W. Welsh, ... 3 

United States Patent OflBce, - - . 3 

United States State Department, - - 140 2 
United States Treasury Department, 10 Charts, 2 



United States War Department, 
Yattemare, Alex., International Exchange, 


18 
71 


29 


Vermont University, .... 

Walea, George W, 

Walker, Amasa, 


1 
8 
1 




Walley, S. H., Hon 

Ward, Samuel G. 


2 
5 




Ware, John, M. D. 


239 


308 


Warren, John C, M. D. - 


7 




Warren J. Mason, M. D. 


30 




Warren Street Chapel Library, 
Webb, Thomas H., M. D. - 


12 
1 




W ebster, Daniel, 

Webster, George W ., Rev., Wheeling, - 
Weld, Moses W., M. D. - 1 Crystallotype, 
Wells, E. M. P., Rev. 


6 
1 


1 


Welsh, Charles W., Washington, 


22 


3 



] 
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West, E. L., Mrs. - 
Wetherbeo, Moses H. 
Wetmore, Thomas, 
Whipple and Black, - 
Whitney, Frederic A., Rev., Brighton, 
Whitney, Henry A. - 
Whitwell, Samuel, 
Wilkins, John H., Hon. 
Willard, P. A., M. D. - 
Williams, Henry W., M. D. 
Williams, John D. W., Roxbury, - 
Willis, Nathaniel, - - • . 
Wilson, John, . - • , 
Winthrop, Robert C, Hon. 
Wise, Henry A., Lieut. 
Wise, Isaac K.- 
Wise, John, Lancaster, Pa, - 
Withington, William, Rev. 
Woods, Charles, - - - - 
Wright, Ephraim M. - - * 
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF tnt 

TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC UBRART. 

1867. 



CITY OP BOSTON 



In Common Council ^ Nov. Bthj 1857. 

Ordered : That the Trastees of the Pablic Library, be and 
they hereby are anthorized to present their Annoal Report to 
the City Council in print : also 

Ordered : That one thousand additional copies be printed. 

Sent np for concurrence. 

OLIVER STEVENS, President. 

In Board of Aldermen^ Nov. 9, 1857. 
Concurred. 

PELHAM BONNET, Chairman. 

Approved, Nov. 11, 1857. 

ALEXANDER H. RICE, Mayor. 

A true copy. 

Attest. 

S. P. McCLEART, City Clerk. 



PUBLIC LIBRARY OF THE GITT OF BOSTON. 

In Board of Trustees, Nov. 10, 1857. 

Ordered, That the Report of the President be accepted 
and signed by the members of the Board ; and that the same 
be transmitted to the City Council, agreeably to the requi- 
sitions of the city ordinances. 

Attest : 

EDWARD CAPEN, Secretary. 



^^-^'%^ 



J23-I0-I897| 



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 



Oy THX 



TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



In obedience to the foorth section of the ordinance of the 
14tfi of October, 1852, providing for the establishment and 
regulation of the Public Library, the Trustees ask leave to 
submit to the City Council their Fifth Annual 

REPORT. 

The ordinance directs that a Committee shall be annually 
appointed by the Trustees, consisting of five citizens to be 
chosen at lai^, with a member of the board of Trustees, to 
act as chairman, whose duty it shall be to examine the library, 
and make report of its condition. The members of the Com- 
mittee the present year are Jacob Bigelow, M. D., Rev. 
Charles Mason, Peter T. Homer, Esq., Henry I. Bowditch, M. 
D., and S. T. Dana, Esq. ; Dr. N. B. Shurtlefif, on behalf of the 
Trustees, acting as chairman. The Trustees and the commu- 
nity at large are under obligations to their fellow citizens 
who, as members of this important Committee, have kindly 
consented to give their time and attention to the performance 
of its duties. The thanks of the Board are also due to the 
young ladies of the Normal School, kept in the upper story of 
the building in Mason street, who this year as the last have 
kmdly aided the Librarian and his assistants in preparing the 
library for the annual examination. The Report of the Com- 
mittee of Examination, marked A, is herewith submitted. 
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The Annnal Report of the Librarian, marked B, made in 
pursuance of Chapter III; Article 12, of the Boles and By- 
Laws of the library is also submitted. 

These reports are designed to contain full and accurate 
statements of the operations of the library during the past 
year and of its present condition. As far as its ordinary ad- 
ministration and action are concerned, the Trustees are not 
aware of anything to distinguish the current year from former 
years, certainly not to the disadvantage of its present condition. 
The resort to the rooms for reading and borrowing books has 
been steadily growing, but having already reached the utmost 
limit of comfortable accommodation in the narrow premises 
in Mason street, could not be expected greatly to increase. 
The books continue to be in general punctually returned, and 
in good order, but the remarks of the Librarian on the latter 
point are deserving of serious consideration. The number of 
volumes not returned is not proportionably greater than last 
year, although it is sufficient to cause some anxiety as to the 
duty of devising means of checking this serious evil. The 
same remark may be extended to accidental and designed in- 
juries to the volumes borrowed from the library. Great reli- 
ance has thus far been placed, and not without reason, on the 
good feeling and moral sense of borrowers, as the surest pro- 
tection from injuries of both kinds. Should this reliance fietil, 
and should it become necessary to resort to stringent meas- 
ures of detection and repression, the Trustees will confidently 
look to the support of an intelligent and virtuous community. 

The Trustees, in the purchase of books, have adhered to 
the principles which have hitherto' guided them, of keeping 
the library supplied with the current literature and fresh 
reading of the day. They have aimed to add useful books to 
the library, rather than what is called '' light reading." The 
best interests of the institution require that it should not be 
regarded as a depository of books of the latter description. 
They are so cheap that they can be otherwise obtained by al- 
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most every one who wishes to read them ; they occupy space 
on the shelves better filled by better books ; and they increase 
the resort of persons to the library whose wants might be 
easily supplied in other quarters, leaving the Librarian and 
his assistants to devote their attention to more earnest and 
thoi^htfnl readers. The Trustees are persuaded that it was 
not the design of the judicious and public-spirited citizens 
who, as members of the City Council in years past, or at the 
present time, have liberally appropriated the public funds to 
the foundation and support of the library, to have it become 
the means of gratuitously supplying to a class of idle readers, 
the unprofitable, not to say pernicious trash, which is daily 
pouring from the press. 

The Trustees have enlarged their purchases of books re- 
lating to this country. They have thought that this depart- 
ment, of all others, ought to be well supplied in a first class 
American library. Although they have not thought them- 
selves justified in buying those scarce and curious volumes, 
whose value consists mainly in their rarity, and which are 
only to be had at extravagant prices, they have been at con- 
siderable pains to supply the library with works pertaining to 
American history, biography, statistics, and general literature. 

They have also added considerably to the number of volumes 
m the principal languages of continental Europe. There is in 
Boston a large population which speaks some one of those 
languages as their mother tongue. All will feel that it is for 
the public benefit, that this class of our citizens should have 
the means of improving their minds in common with the rest 
of the public. There is also a large and steadily increasing 
class of our native population, who read foreign languages, 
and who stand in especial need of the aid of a public library 
in procuring books, for the very reason that works in those 
languages are less abundant and less easily obtained from pri- 
vate sources. 

The increase of the library the past year has exceeded the 
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assumed annnal avenge of six thousand volumes. The num- 
ber actually added in the course of the year, as appears from 
the Librarian's Report, is 6,816 volumes, and 3,667 pamphlets. 
Of these, 6,130 volumes have been purchased from the ordi- 
nary resources of the library, including in that expression 
the income of its permanent funds, and a portion of the sums 
appropriated by the City Council. In addition to the books 
purchased in this way, above 10,000 volumes have been added 
to the library by the munificence of Mr. Bates, in addition 
to about 11,000 volumes, which were received last year 
from the same source. Of the books added to the library, 
exclusive of those given by Mr. Bates, 1,686 volumes and 
3,646 pamphlets have been presented by liberal individuals. 
The 'largest donations of this kind will be found stated in 
the Report of the Librarian ; and a complete list of the ben- 
efactors to the library is given in connection with his Report 
The thanks of the community are eminently due to the large 
number of patrons, who have in this way added to the stores 
of the public library. 

All the operations of the library durirg the year, as in 
former years, have been carried on to the same disadvan- 
tage that has been mentioned in former reports of the 
Board, in consequence of the limited extent of the premises 
in Mason street. These disadvantages will all speedily cease^ 
by the completion of the spacious new building in Boylston 
street. This «will in all probability take place before the 
close of the present year, although some time will be required 
after the surrender of the building by the Commissioners, be- 
fore the books can be placed upon the shelves and a catalogue 
be printed which shall be adapted to the new locality, and 
without which the books cannot be put in circulation. The 
Trustees propose, however, while most of this unavoidable 
labor is going on in the new building, to keep open the library 
in Mason street as usual, closing it only for the removal ot 
the books contained in it, and for the shortest time possible. 
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While the new building remains in the control of the Com- 
missioners, it would be out of place for the Trustees to make 
it a subject of extended remark. Bnt as two members of the 
Board are also members of the Commission, it may not be 
improper to repeat the remark made in a former Report, that 
the new buildmg, when finished and appropriated to the noble 
purpose of its erection, will, in the opinion of the Trustees, 
reflect lasting credit upon the government and people of the 
City of Boston, and fully justify the liberal appropriations 
which have been made by the past and present City Councils. 
The utmost diligence has been employed during the past 
year, under the direction of the Trustees, in preparing for the 
removal of the library to the new building. The City Coun« 
cil is well aware that our liberal benefactor, Mr. Bates, as 
soon as he was informed of the design of the City Govern- 
ment to erect a spacious fire-proof building for the Library, 
and to make provision for its permanent support, resolved, in 
addition to his generous donation of $50,000, of which the in- 
terest was appropriated by him forever to the purchase of 
books, to present to the City such a number of volumes, in 
the various departments of science and literature, as would 
enable the institution to commence its operations on a liberal 
scale, as soon as the new building should be opened. 

The Trustees beg leave to refer to their last Annual Beport 
for an account of the measures taken by them, in the year 
1856, to give effect to this new and most signal act of liberal- 
ity, by preparing, at Mr. Bates' request, lists of books to be 
purchased by him, and by renting a house in Boylston Place 
for the reception and preparation for the shelves of the vol- 
umes thus added to the library. This work has been most 
diligently and laboriously carried on during the present year, 
by Professor Jewett and his assistants. The general nature 
of the work to be performed in this department of the Li- 
brary is set forth in the last Anntial Report of the Trustees ; 
and the extent of the operations of this branch of the Library 
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will be fully seen hj the Report of Mr. Jewett^ herewith sub- 
mitted, marked C. It will appear from this Beport that up 
to its datO; one hundred and forty-two cases of books bad 
been receivedy containing 21,374 volumes; the cost of which, 
according to the invoices, was $38,893. Additional cases of 
books are constantly arriving. These facts will sufficiently 
indicate the generous purposes of our great benefactor, Mr. 
Bates, who is contributing, with such princely munificence, to 
the stores of the library, and who authorizes us to rely upon 
him as a firm friend, desirous, from time to time, to aid its 
progress, should it go on well, and be found to justify the ex- 
pectations of usefulness of which it is the subject. 

In their last Annual Beport, the Trustees alluded to the ab- 
sence of one of their number (Mr. Ticknor) in Europe. A 
principal inducement of Mr. Ticknor to visit Europe in 1856i 
was to render such assistance as might be desirable to Mr. 
Bates in carrying out his noble purpose of making a large do- 
nation of books to the library. The Trustees gladly availed 
themselves of the opportunity thus aSforded them of supplying 
the library, from their own resources and on the most advan- 
tageous terms, with such other books as it was deemed expe- 
dient at this time to purchase in Europe. They accordingly 
placed at Mr. Ticknor's disposal nearly all the funds at their 
command in Europe, and empowered him in other respects to 
act for them during his absence. In a communication dated 
23d September, 1857, he has submitted to the Trustees a de- 
tailed account of his proceedings under the authority conferred 
upon him by several votes of the Board. The Trustees have 
no hesitation in expressing the opinion that the services ren- 
dered by him are of the highest importance. It having been 
determined from the first by Mr. Bates that a considerable 
part of his donation should be expended in continental litera- 
ture, and no arrangement having as yet been made by him, 
except for the purchase of French books, the assistance of 
Mr. Ticknor in making arrangements personally for the (}er- 
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man and Italian departments was in the highest degree sea- 
sonable and effective. In giving mnch of his time and his 
unwearied personal attention to the affairs of the library, 
dnribg his absence in Europe, Mr. Ticknor has bnt continued 
those services to which it was already so much indebted, and 
which' have contributed so much to the prosperity of the insti- 
tution. In addition to all that was effected personally by 
himself, the agencies established by him, and the good offices 
of some of the most accomplished librarians and bibliogra- 
phers of Europe, which he has secured for the institution, 
will no doubt materially subserve its interests. The commu- 
nication above referred to, with the Report of the Committee 
of the Trustees to whom it was referred, which Report was 
accepted by the Board, are herewith submitted, marked D. 

The Trustees refer to the Librarian's Report for an ac- 
count of the regular operations of the library during the past 
year ; and they have much pleasure in repeating from their 
former Annual Reports the expression of their satis&ction at 
the assiduity and diligence with which his duties and those of 
his assistants have been performed. It will be perceived, 
from Mr. Capen's Report, that the number of new accounts 
for borrowing books during the past year is 2,263, making a 
total of 13,781. The number of names entered in the Read- 
ily Room in the course of the year is 2,236, making a total, 
smce the opening of the Library, of 16,092. The number of 
books which have been borrowed during the year is 89,423, 
making a daily average of 310 volumes for the working days 
of the year, being an increase over the daily average of the 
last year of 19 volumes, or an increase in the aggregate of the 
year of 6,762 volumes. 

The Trustees, in conclusion, beg leave to return their grate- 
ful acknowledgments to the city government, for the liberal 
patronage and support which have been extended to the library 
during the current year, as in past years. They recognize in 

2 
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this policy, the continoance of those liberal views on the part 
of the City Oonncil, to which Boston owes so much of the en- 
viable position which she occupies among the cities of the 
Union. The Library has ever been regarded by the Trustees as 
the completion of the great system of public education which 
was founded by law in Boston, as soon as in any part of 
the country, if not even sooner. Till a great public library 
was founded, that system of education remained imperfect 
It bestowed upon our children the keys of knowledge, but the 
treasure itself was within the reach only of those whose pri- 
vate means gave them access to large collections of books; 
not to dwell on the fact that the amplest private collections 
can but partially supply the place, even for those who haye 
the use of them, of a liberally endowed public library. 

Henceforward the inhabitants of Boston, of both sexes, 
whose love of useful knowledge has been kindled and nonr- 
ished at our free schools, and whose pursuits in life require 
that they should be informed of the progressive condition of 
the arts and sciences, will have access to a library, already 
nobly furnished by the munificence of our greatest benefactor 
and its other liberal patrons, and destined, from the perma- 
nent funds already established, and the generous patronage of 
the city government, and public spirited individuals, to a 
steady and satisfSeu^tory increase. The Trustees have no hes- 
itation in expressing the opinion that no part of the public 
expenditure will bring back a richer return to the community. 

Her geographical situation has prevented Boston from main- 
taining the place which she originally filled among the cities 
of the land, in population, commerce, and material resources. 
Had she consented to remain without a great public library, 
she must have submitted also to a secondary position in the 
means of intellectual culture. The establishment of such an 
institution has prevented this reproach from coming upon her, 
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and will enable her, in this respect, to sustain a generoas and 
mntoally beneficial emulation with her sister cities. 

All which is respectfiilly submitted, by 

EDWARD EVERETT, 
JOHN P. BIGELOW, 
NATH'L B. SHURTLEPP, 
W. W. GREENOUGH, 
OUVBR FROST, 
F. L WASHBURN. 

KoTK< — ^Hw name of Mr. Ticknor is omitted among the ngnatnieo to the 
foregoiiig Beport, in consequence of his ^having been absent during the 
grester part of the year, and of the reference contained in the Beport to 
paoceedingi in Eorope. 
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[A.] 
REPORT OP EXAMINING COMMITTEE. 

The Committee of Examination, appointed in pursuance of 
the seventh section of the city ordinance relating to the 
Public Library, 

REPORT: 

That, — in accordance with the section of the ordinance 
which requires that the Trustees of the Library shall annually 
appoiut a Committee consisting of five citizens, who with a 
member of the Board of Trustees as chairman, shall examine 
the library and make report of its condition to the Trustees 
— they have visited the temporary library building in Mason 
street, and the other premises occupied for the purposes of 
the library, and have made such examination as they consid- 
ered necessary and proper. This being the fifth time that tiiie 
institution has been submitted to an annual visitation by per- 
sons not immediately connected with its management, (except- 
ing the chairman of the several committees,) and occurring just 
previous to a contemplated removal of its books and other 
appurtenances to a more permanent place of deposit, they 
have felt it their duty, while following the plan of preceding 
reports, to enter a little more minutely than otherwise would 
have been expected of them, into its actual condition at the 
present time, and also in regard prospectively to its fiitore 
wants. 

YiBfft. — The Books. At the examination made by the 
Committee, in November, 1856, the whole number of volumes 
appertaining to the library, exclusive of the liberal donation 
of Joshua Bates, Esq., then, as now, under the special charge 
of the Book Committee of the Trustees, consisted of 28,080 
volumes, 12,386 pamphlets, and a considerable number of 
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bound and nnbonnd newspapers, nearly one-fifth part of the 
bookS; and one-half of the pamphlets having been added bj 
purchase or received by donation during the preceding twelve 
months. During the year which has just passed, 6,816 volumesi 
3,667 pamphlets, 100 charts, 591 newspapers, and 20 engrav- 
ings, have been added to the library, so that the whole num- 
ber of volumes of books amounts to 34,896, and the number of 
pamphlets to 16,053. Of these books, 1,686 volumes have 
been received as gifts ; and of the pamphlets, all, with the ex- 
ception of 21, have been donations from individuals and insti- 
tutions ; as have also all the newspapers, charts and engrav- 
ings. These numbers, however, do not include the large do- 
nation of books from Mr. Bates — the munificent European 
friend of the library. Such volumes as required it have been 
put into good substantial binding, as have also a portion of the 
pamphlets, so called, which formed, when collected together, 
continuous works* The general collection of pamphlets, com- 
prising tracts on various miscellaneous subjects, and the in- 
complete serial works have been placed in convenient par- 
cels, and, for want of room' in the temporary accommodations 
in Mason street, stored for the present, until there shall be 
proper conveniences for their classification and arrangement 

Owing to the scanty accommodations for the books in the 
rooms now occupied for the administration of the library, a 
large number of the books least frequently required for con- 
sultation and circulation, have been stored in apartments in 
the Quincy School House. These have been viewed by the 
Conunittee in the performance of their duty. 

In general, the books are in good condition, a few only 
having been injured by actual wear, or mutilated or defiu^ed 
by inconsiderate persons to whom they have in the ordinary 
operations of the library been loaned; and in the case of 
these few exceptions, the books are uniformly those which 
have done much and good service, having been constantly in 
use since the first opening of the library, and the loan of the 
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books for home use, — ^which was in May, 1 864. It is belieyed 
that in this respect the Public Library has been specially 
favored; not having suffered more than other libraries whose 
volumes have not been so much nor so constantly in use. It 
has been rare during the year to find books returned witb 
their binding so materially iiyured as to require repairs, or 
their paper covers so unnecessarily soiled as to need renewal 
Very few volumes, and those of books of comparatively small 
value and easily to be replaced, have been laid aside by the 
librarian on account of becoming imperfect or worn out. 

The books are chiefly in the English language, and are in a 
great degree such as have been considered by the Trustees 
as most appropriate for general use ; a portion, however, of 
those recently purchased are in foreign languages, and some 
are such as are i^ecially required for constant reference or 
for occasional consultation. Indeed, thus fiur, in the selection 
and purchase of books, it seems to have been the desire of 
the Trustees to procure almost entirely the books most needed 
to supply the wants of the greatest number of readers, leav- 
ing to a future but<not distant day, Hie procuring of others less 
demanded, though not less valuable. Of the most recent and 
most popular books of the day, in many instances, a consider- 
able number of extra copies, and when advisable, different 
editions of them, have been purchased, so that readers could 
have the advantage of an early perusal of those books whicli 
appeared in print from time to time possessing a trajisient value, 
oftentimes depending upon local or occasional circumstances. 

Preparatory to the examination by the Committee, ^^ 
books in circulation were called in ; and during the usual an- 
nual period of closing the library, they were put in proper 
order, and in place upon the shelves. In this condition tbey 
were carefully examined in connection with the alcove (or 
shelf) catalogues, by several yf»ung ladies of the Oirls' Bigb 
and Normal School, and the deficiences noted. This service, 
thoroughly performed, exhibited a deficit of 217 vofannes. 
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A portion of these will be restored to their places, when they 
shall hare been sent for and recovered; as will be done by the 
librarian in the course of a short time, according to the 
rales and regulations of the library. The books missing are 
generally of small yalne ; and their cost will be more than met 
by the amount of fines collected during the year from persons 
who have detained books longer than the time allowed by the 
regulations, and who have cheerfully paid the forfeiture. 

The books have been very actively circulated, perhaps in 
this respect exceeding those of any other public library ; the 
average daily circulation during the past year having been about 
310 volumes. In one week when many books were loaned out 
the daily average was 476 ; but the greatest number taken 
from the library in any one day amounted to 730, making 
in all about 90,000 volumes, — an increase in circulation of 
6,762 volumes over that of the last year. In addition to those 
who have previous to the commencement of the present library 
year qualified themselves under the rules to use the books, 
2,236 have afi^ed their signatures to the proper book, and 
2,263 new entries have been made in the loan book. When it 
is considered that books can be detained from the Library 
fourteen days, and consequently that about 4,000 volumes at 
the above rates can be out at one time, and that the present 
temporary building only contains about 20,000 of the volumes 
belonging to the library, it may be justly inferred that the in- 
stitution has done during the past year all that could reasona- 
bly have been expected of it. A proper record of all books 
loaned has been kept in the books prepared and used for the 
purpose. 

Besides the class of books already alluded to, the Library 
is particularly well endowed with the most valuable books 

« 

pertaining to periodical literature, with the most recent issues 
of which the tables of the Bbading Room are constantly cov- 
ered. The back volumes of the most desirable of these have 
been procured and bound, and are always at hand when called 
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for in the maimer indicated by the rales. These include the 
most prominent of the American and English periodicals, and 
a proportion of others from the principal seats of literature 
in continental Europe. About one hundred and forty in num- 
ber, they comprise the most popular works of that class in 
polite literature, and also in the various departments of sci- 
ence and the useful arts. These and the books which are 
read or used for consultation in the Beading Boom by eveiy 
class of citizens, largely increase the amount of use of the 
library, oyer and above the home use of the books of circula- 
tion ; but of this kind of use of the books no very accurate 
estimate can at this time be given. 

Second. — The Catalogues. The system of catalogumg 
the books in the Public Library is as perfect as that of any 
other in the country. It consists of a series of catalogues, 
each of which has a special object to accomplish, and all of 
which have a relation to each other. The Slip Catalogut con- 
tains the first rough minutes of the daily accessions to the li- 
brary, and is kept on square pieces of paper of uniform size, 
each title being written in the fewest words with the date and 
source of accession on each slip. These slips arranged chron- 
ologically form the basis of the catalogue of accessions, and 
when placed subsequently in alphabetical order, also the 
ground work of the short title, or finding catalogue. The 
Catalogue of Accessions contains a daily list of all books re- 
ceived either by purchase or donation, those of each day by 
themselves, and each book title having a number prefixed to it 
strictly in the numerical order in which it is there recorded, 
together with such particulars relating to date and place of 
publication, size, condition, source whence obtained, cost, 
Ac., as may be valuable for future reference either in respect 
to indivdual books or for the history of the library. In con- 
nection with this catalogue, an Index ofDonadons is kept in the 
library, in which are recorded, in alphabetical order, the names 
of all benefactors to the library, with reference, by page, to 
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the accession catalogue for the necessary details. For the 
record of accessions of the periodicals, a special book has 
been kept from the first institution of the library. The next 
of the series is the Alphabetical Card Catalogue, which, as its 
name implies, preserves the constant alphabetical means of ref- 
erence to the titles of all the books in the library. In this 
the foil title of every book is given, arranged when possible 
by the name of the author, with snch cross references to sub- 
jects as may be needful in furnishing ample imformation re- 
specting the books. This catalogue can always be inspected 
under the eye of the librarian and his assistants, by any per. 
son so desiring for the attainment of useful ends. No book 
is allowed to go into circulation until its title has been en- 
tered in the Alcove Catalogue, which contains the short titles 
of the books, with the necessary particulars strictly in the 
numerical order in which they stand on the shelves. The ac* 
cession number, which should in all cases be afiSxed to each 
title, gives the desirable means of easy reference to the cat* 
alogue of accessions. The last of the series is the Short 
Tide {or finding) Catalogue, by which the contents of the li- 
brary are known to the public, and the places of the books to 
persons asking for them, and to the assistants who seek for 
them for delivery. When the library was first opened, and the 
pecuniary means of the institution were scatity and more needed 
for books than for library luxuries, a catalogue was printed by 
the Trustees, in which the titles of books were given once only, 
and these, according to the custom of other libraries, and the 
best authorities under similar circumstances, were in the name 
of the author when practicable. In the small days of the li- 
brary, when the* number of the books was small, this plan of 
single titles was sufficient for its administration; but now 
that the number has become large, and the interleaved cata- 
logues somewhat bulky and extensive, the multiplication of 
entries of cross references to each title in this catalogue has 
become absolutely necessary, and a good printed catalogue of 

3 



18 CITY DOCUMENT. — No. 71. [Nov. 

the books alphabetically arranged according to authors, and 
especially subjects, with a concise index of general and also 
of particular subjects duly classified, is imperatively called 
for by the readmg public as well as by the scholars who make 
use of the library. It is hoped that this will be one of the 
points which will meet the prompt attention of the Trustees 
on opening the library for use in the new building which has 
been so munificently provided by the city for the acconmioda- 
tion of the treasures under their charge. 

The catalogues alluded to in the preceding remarks have 
been carefully kept up* by the labors of the librarian and his 
assistants, and reflect much credit upon the institution, for the 
prompt manner in which a portion of library work, so often 
neglected or inefficiently performed, has been satisfactorily 
accomplished. 

The catalogue of accessions has always been kept up to 
date, delay only arising when extensive donations have been 
received or large acquisitions madd by purchase, and in all 
cases the donations have been recorded in strict chronologi- 
cal order, under their various dates before the purchases, and 
never with a delay of more than three days. Cards have been 
written for all books received previous to the last large dona- 
tion which came just as the library was about to be closed 
for the annual preparation for examination ; and the necessary 
cross references for most of the works in the English lan- 
guage, and a large portion of the others have been made. 
The interleaved copies of the printed short title catalogues 
for the Reading Boom have been assiduously kept in a condi- 
tion for use by a written insertion of the titles of the books 
added day by day, as they have been placed upon the shelves 
for use. Besides keeping the old interleaved catalogues com- 
plete with the new entries, two additional manuscript copies 
have been newly written. In no instance has a book been put 
upon the shelves for use without an entry being made at the same 
time in the alcove catalogue. In the administration of the li- 
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brary the Trustees have kept records for the entry of books 
" asked for " and for books ordered," with the necessary par- 
ticulars ; and these have been posted up in order. 

Third. — The Library Rooms. The apartments in which 
the library is managed are the same as last year ; namely, 
two rooms in the building in Mason • street, occupied in part 
for the Girls' High and Normal School. One of these, con- 
structed with alcoves, contains the volumes that are now 
most frequently demanded for current use and circulation; 
and the other, although it has a small display of books around 
its sides, is used in part as a Reading Room, and partly as a 
room for the delivery of books to borrowers. Many of the 
books are stored in two rooms in the uppermost story of the 
Quincy School House ; and others, packed up in boxes, have 
been removed to the new building in Boylston street, where 
they will remain without being unpacked until the building is 
used for library purposes. A considerable portion of the 
pamphlets is stored in one of the rooms of the Boylston 
place house. The inconvenience and the crowded state of the 
incommodious temporary apartments in Mason street, have 
been causes of great discomfort to those having the active 
administration of the library ; but the foresight and liberal 
provision of the city government have placed the library in 
respect to future accommodations in a position that will soon 
relieve it from embarrassment for many years to come. 

In the discharge of their duty the attention of the Commit- 
tee was called to the carefully kept records of the Board of 
Trustees, the letter book in which the correspondence relat- 
ing to the library is transcribed, the numerous manuscript 
books appertaining to the management of the library, such 
as the book containing the signatures of the persons using 
the library, another book containing an alphabetical arrange- 
ment of the same names, the strangers book, in which the 
names of persons not residents of Boston, but visitors 
only, are recorded; together with the various catalogues and 
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loan books already alluded to in another part of this report 
The Committee cannot close this report vithout expressing 
great satisfaction in the appearance of the library and its ar- 
rangements, many of which are peculiar to this institutioni and 
add much to the ease with which it is managed. They trust 
that the prosperity which has marked its dawn, will be con- 
tinued to it for many years to come, and that it will prove a 
blessing and fruitful inheritance to the generations which are to 
succeed those who now enjoy the benefits of its rich treasury 
of knowledge. ^ 

Respectfully submitted. 

NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEEP, 
JACOB BIGELOW, 
- CHARLES MASON, 
PETER T. HOMER, 
HENRY I^BOWDITCH, 
SAMUEL T. DANA. 

Boston, Nov. ^, 1857. 
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[B.] 
REPORT OP THE LIBRARIAN. 

To the Trustees of the Public Library : 

Gentlemen, — I respectfully submit the following, as the 
Fourth Annual Report of the Librarian on the condition and 
increase of the Public Library of the City of Boston. 

Since the date of my last Report, Oct. 31, 1856, 6,816 vol- 
umes, 3,667 pamphlets, 591 papers, 20 engravings and 100 
charts, have been added to the Library. Of these, 1,686 vol- 
umes, 3,646 pamphlets, and all the papers, engravings and 
charts, have been received as donations, many of them quite 
valuable, from one hundred and thirty-two persons and associ- 
ations. If it be permitted, where one spirit, that of good will 
to the institution, has actuated all donors, to designate any, I 
will mention the following : We have received a complete set 
of the Boston Transcript, from Hon. Lemuel Shattuck, James 
B. Richardson, Esq., John Odin, M. D., and Messrs. Dutton & 
Son ; the Boston Liberator, nearly complete, from Henry L 
Bowditch, M. D., and Robert F. Wallcut, Esq. ; the Christian 
Review, complete, from Joseph A. Pond, Esq. ; a complete set 
of the American Traveller, from Messrs. Worthington & Flan- 
ders ; a set of the Minutes and Proceedings of the Institution 
of Civil Engineers, London, and a catalogue of the Library, 
from the Institution ; one hundred or more charts of the Coast 
Survey, from the Department of the United States Coast Sur- 
vey ; a series of drawings of public buildings, &om the United 
States Treasury Department, Capt. A. H. Bowman, Engineer in 
charge. Sundry volumes containing a complete series of these 
drawings forwarded from the same Department, and registered 
on the books of the Express Company at Washington^ failed to 
reach us — a matter of regret, as a complete set of this valuable 
work cannot now be procured to supply the loss. We have 
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received from Hon. Edward Everett, a set of the Southern 
Literary Messenger ; from M. A. Yattemare, five splendid folio 
Tols. entitled Catacombes de Rome, and other works of value ; 
from the Imperial-Royal Geological Institation, in Yienna, a 
set of the Transactions, of the Year-book, and other publica- 
tions ; from Rev. J. S. C. Greene, and Hon. Lemuel Shattuck, 
very large donations, that of the former rich in works on Nat- 
ural History, that of the latter rich in the department of sta- 
tistics. We receive regularly files of the following papers, 
some of which are not printed in the published list, for the 
reason that no volume has been completed for the binder. 
Anglo Saxon, two copies, from Bartlett, St. John A Go. ; Bos- 
ton Courier, from Clark, Fellows & Co. ; Daily Evening Trav- 
eller, from Worthington, Flanders & Co. ; New York Musical 
World, from Richard Storrs Willis; The Inventor, sup- 
posed from Low, Haskell & Co. ; The Medical World, from 
J. V. C. Smith, M. D. ; The Prisoner's Friend, from Rev. 
Charles Spear. We have received, also, a continuation of the 
valuable series issued from the British Patent Office, not men- 
tioned in the printed list, for the reason that they have been 
forwarded, without entry, to the branch of the Library in 
Boylston Place ; and, by way of exchange with the Royal Li- 
brary of Brussels, 115 volumes. 

The number of volumes now belonging to the library, is 
34,896, which does not include a purchase of nearly three hun- 
dred volumes of pamphlets, from the library of the late Dr. 
Beck, of Albany. The number of pamphlets belonging to the 
library, is 16,053. 

During the year, 2,236 names have been registered, and 
2,263 accounts have been opened in the loan books. The 
whole number of subscribers is now 15,092, and the number of 
accounts, is 13,781. The number of volumes delivered to bor- 
rowers, was 89,423 — 6,762 volumes more than were deliv- 
ered last year. The average daily circulation was 310; last 
year it was 291. From Nov. 1st to April 25th, the average 
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was 359 ; from Dec. 1st to March 31st, it was 381 ; from Jan. 
Ist to March 3l8t, it was 397 ; from Jan. 12th to March 2l8t. 
it was 402 ; from Feb. 16th to March 21st, it was 417 ; from 
Feb. 23d to Feb. 28th, it was 476 ; from April 27th to Sept. 
15th, it was 260. The largest number of books borrowed in 
one day, was 730, on the 24th of January. 

1 cannot testify in this Report, as I did in the last, to the 
universal care exhibited by borrowers for the preservation of 
books. The practice of marking upon books, with ink and pen- 
cil, has been quite prevalent ; and repeated instances have come 
to our knowledge of their mutilation. These have been re- 
ported from time to time, to the Committee of the Trustees, 
and are now mentioned for the information of the Board and 
the public. The number of volumes laid aside as worthless 
has increased, but is not larger than would arise from a fair 
usage of books of the class to which they belong. 217 Vol- 
umes are reported as lost. Of these we may receive about 
67, and be obliged to charge 150 to the loss of the year. 

In one view, the above statement is far from flattering. It 
might be supposed that one enjoying the privileges of a large 
and valuable library, which spreaa before him, without money 
and without price, treasures in all languages, which hitherto 
had been accessible only to the few, would be considerate 
enough to comply with the few rules that are deemed neces- 
sary in its administration, especially if he has in writing 
promised to obey them. In another view, one might say, it 
is matter for gratification and pride that 90,000 volumes 
should be held in circulation with so small a percentage of 
loss, by 14,000 borrowers, selected, not from the circle of lit- 
erati, who value books, and have ample means to exercise 
care in using them, but from all the avenues of a populous 
city, such as choose to come, and represented, in many in- 
stances, by children, of whom we must not expect too much. 
The latter view I take ; and, while expressing regret that any 
should so far forget themselves as to mar or mutilate the 
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property of the library, would retain a confiding hope that a 
public sentiment strong enough to protect all its interests 
will be established, and that the future administration of the 
Library will show that the trust has not been misplacedi 

There haye been 1,413 volumes bound, at an expense of 
$1,076.57. Many of these belonged to sets of books in folioy 
such as the Boston Transcript and Liberator, and seyeral vol- 
umes of the Traveller ; also several folio volumes in the do- 
nation of M. Yattemare and of Mr. Greene were deemed 
worthy of a binding proportionate in value to that of the 
works. 776 volumes have been bound after use in the Circu- 
lating Library, and 234 after use as periodicals in the Bead- 
ing Boom. 169 were purchased and bound previous to receiv- 
ing places, and 234 were donations. 

The amount collected and paid into the treasury for fines, 
since the first of Oct., 1856, is $130.85. 

As usual, there will be found appended to this Beport a 
memorandum of the amount received from the invested funds 
of the library ; a list of donors, and the number of volumes, 
pamphlets, &c., presented by each, and a financial statement 
for the period from Nov. 1, 1856, to Oct. 31, 1857, inclusivo. 

BespectfuUy submitted. 

EDWABD CAPEN, Librarian. 
Boston, Oct. 31, 1857. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 

For One Year, from November 1, 1866, to October 31, 1851, 

inclusive. 



Binding books, $1,076 57 

Blank books, stationery, Ac, . - - . 448 28 

Books purchased in the United States, - - 2,258 12 

Books by foreign invoices, about ... 7,000 00 

Expresses, cartage, &c., 129 76 

Freight, customs, wharfage, &c., ... 306 59 

Fuel, 318 67 

Furniture, tools, &c, 164 02 

Gas, 303 05 

Insurance, 792 46 

Periodicals, 783 06 

Porter, for fires, cleaning, &c., ... 64 50 

Postage, 57 3 i 

Printing and paper, 290 91 

Salaries and extra help, * 3,316 19 

$17,299 52 

From this amount the following sums should be 
deducted, and charged to the account with the 
Boylston Place house : — 

Expresses, cartage, Ac, .... $24 75 
Frei^t^ customs, wharfage, ^., - - 34 25 

Fuel, 21 37 

Furniture, 13 75 

Gas, 31 35 

Insurance, •-.-•• 606 26 

Printing, 124 00 754 73 

$16,544 79 

4 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

Of Expenses incurred on Account of House No. 13 Boylston 
Place, from Nov. 1, 1856, to Oct. 31, 1857, inclusive. 



Blank books, stationery, Ac, $45 51 

Construction, repairs, &c., 191 41 

Freight, 275 31 

Fuel, 132 29 

Furniture, 66 43 

Gas, 31 35 

Insurance, 37 50 

Printing, 124 00 

Rent, 850 00 

Salaries, 3,377 59 

$5,131 39 

To this amount the following sums should be added 
from the preceding account : — 

Expresses, cartage, Ac, .... $24 75 
Freight, customs, wharfage, &c., - - 34 25 
Insurance, 605 26 564 26 

$5,695 65 



BENEFACTORS 



TO TEX 



PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

FOR THE YEAR 1856-57. 

jind the number of Volumes, Pamphlets, Maps, ^c, received from 

each. 



Bates, Joshua, London, interest, - - - $3,000 00 

Bigelow, John P., Hon., " ... 60 00 

Phillips, Jonathan, Hon., 600 00 

Yob. Famplk 

Alger, William R., Rev., ... - 1 

Amer. Antiquarian Society, Worcester, - 1 

Amer. Asso. for the Advancement of Science, 1 

Amer. Unitarian Association, - - - 16 

Anonymous,- - -- - - -28 12 

Balfour, David M., 15 13 

Barrows, H. G., M, D., 6 

Bartlett, J. R., Hon., Providence, R. I., - 2 

Bartlett, St John & Co., - - , - - 1 

Boston, City of, 4 

Bowditch, Henry L, M. D., - • - - 18 

Bowditch, H. I., M. D., and Wallcut, Rob't P., 9 

Bowditch, Nathaniel, children of, - - 68 

Bowditch, N. I.J 1 

Bradlee, Caleb D., Rev., - - 36 papers, 63 . 158 

Browne, George M., 1 

Bumham & Brother, 1 



28 
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Tola. 

Chandler, J. G., - - - Two dollars. 

Channing, Walter, M. D., - 

Christem, P. W., N. Y., 

Clarke, Edward H., M. D., 

Clark, Fellows & Co., - Boston Conrier. 

Coale, W. E., M. D., 13 

Codman, Edward, 5 

Copeland, Elisha, 7 

Cummings, L, M. D., Boxbniy, ... 

Dehon, William, 2 

Dixon, B. Homer, 1 

Dodd, William, Mrs., .... 1 

Dudley, Dean, 1 

Dutton & Son, 2 

Eliot, Samuel, 

Eliot, Samuel A., Hon., .... 5 

Elliott, E. B., Esq., 2 

Essex Institute, Salem, ..... 

Everett, Edward, Hon., - 492 papers, 45 
Farnham, Luther, Rev., - -12 papers, 

Flint, Charles L., 9 

Foster, E. B. & Co., 2 

Foster, William, 

France, Minister of Marine, .... 8 

Fuller, Arthur B., Rev., .... 3 

Fuller, Henry W., 2 

Gale, Lydia S., 17 

Goodwin, Daniel, Hartford, Conn., • - 1 

Gould, A. A., M. D., and Storer, D. H., M. D., 3 

Grafton, Joseph, Major, .... 1 

Gray, William, Mrs., 30 

Greene, J. S. Copley, Rev., 10 Engravings, - 296 

Greenough, W. W., 1 

Hall, Charles B., Secretary, .... 1 

Hardy, Alpheus, & Co., .... 1 



28 
9 
1 



30 
2 



1 

270 

60 

2 

1 
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Vols. Funph. 

Hartshorn, E. P., Mrs., 20 133 

Harvard College Observatory, - - - 1 
Henry, Joseph, LL. D. .... 1 

Hickcox, John H., Albany, ... 2 2 

Higginson, T. Wentworth, Rev., Worcester, - 13 258 

Holland, P. W., Rev., .... 1 2 

Hopedale Quarterly Conference, W. W. Cook, 1 

Institation of Civil Engineers, London, - 15 

Inventor, The, Publisher of, - - - - 1 

Imperial-Royal Geological Institution, Vienna, 16 2 

J. Francis Kimball, 31 

King, David, M. D., Newport, R. I., - - 1 1 

Lawrence, Abbott, 7 

Lawrence, T. Bigelow, .... l 

Lee, Thomas J., 4 

Library Company, Philadelphia, Pa., - - 1 

Little, Brown & Co., 2 

Loring, James S., - - - - • 1 10 

Lunt, William P., Jr., 1 

McCleary, S. P., 1 

McCleary, S, P., Mrs., 1 

Mass. Charitable Mechanic Association, • 1 

Merriam, J. W., - . - 63 Papers, 7 4 

Missouri, Governor of, * - - - 1 

New Bedford Public Library, Trustees, • - 1 

Ncwburyport Public Library, Directors, - 1 

New York Mercantile Library, Directors, - 1 

New York, Regents of the University of, - 7 

Nicolson, Samuel, 3 

Nott, Samuel, 1 

Odin, John, M. D., 2 

Odiome, Jas. C, - - - - - 44 

Oliver, Fitch Edward, M. D., ... 1 

Page, Wm. H., M. D., - - - - 1 

Feabody Institute, Danvers, - - • 1 
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Toll. 

Pond, Joseph A., 18 

Prescott, William H., 3 

Putnam, Charles G., M. D., - - - 1 . 

Quincy, Josiah, Hon., 3 

Reed, Sampson, 1 

Richardson, Jas. B., 2 

Robbins, Chandler, Rev., - - - - 2 

Seidensticker, J. G., 11 

Senoner, Adolph, 9 33 

Shattnck, Lemuel, Hon., - - - - 527 1063 

Shaw, Benjamin S., M. D., . - - 8 1 

ShurtleflF, Nathaniel B., M. D., - - - 6 2 

Smith, J. V. C, M. D., .... 1 137 

Smithsonian Institution, .... 3 

Snelling, Edward A., - - - - 1 7 

Sparks, Jared, 1 

" States"mans* Letters, Author of, - - 1 

Stodder, Jonathan, 11 

Sumner, Charles, Hon., ... - 1 

Tappan, J. L., Ann Arbor, Michigan, - - 1 

Thornton, J. Wingate, .... 5 

Thwing, Thomas, 1 1 

Ticknor, George, 1 

Townsend, S. D., M. D., - - - - 3 
U. S. Coast Survey, - - - 100 Charts, 

U. S. Department of the Interior, - - - 5 

U. S. Navy Department, Charles W. Welsh, 1 

U. S. Patent Office, 2 

XJ. S. Treasury Dept, Capt. A. H. Bowman, 7 3 

XJ. S. War Department, - . - - 1 
Vattemare, Alex. International Exchange, 20 

Engravings, 140 91 

Viele, Egbert L., N. York City, - - 2 

Wallcut, Robert P., 2 

Ward, Thomas W., 1 
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Warren, J. Mason, M. D., - - - 
Wells, E. M. P., Rev., 
West, Charles H., Charlestown, N. H., - 
Wetherell, Leander, . - . - 
Whitmore, Wm. H., . . . - 
Whitney, P. A., Rev., Brighton, 
Wilkins, John H., Hon., - . - 
Willis, Richard S., Musical World. 
Willis, Nathaniel, - - • 
Winsor, Justin, - - . . 

Winthrop, Robert C, Hon., - . . 
Worthington & Planders, . - - 

Wright, Caleb, 

Wyatt, Sophia, Mrs., ... 



Toll. 


Punph 


76 


794 




2 


1 


21 




2 


3 




1 


1 


4 




1 




1 




2 


119 


35 


9 


2 




1 
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REPORT OP PROFESSOR JEWETT 

To the Book Committee, relative to the operations if the Branch 
of the Public Library in Boylston Place. 

Branch of the Public Library, ) 
No. 13 Boylston Place, 6 Oct., 1857. J 

To THE Hon. Edward Everett, 

Chairman of the Committee for the purchase tf Books for the 
Public Library, 

Sir : — In accordance with jour request, I have the honor 
to present to you a Report respecting the branch of the 
Public Library which has been under my superintendence, 
at No. 13 Boylston place. 

The operations of this branch of the library have included 
all the details of preparing the lists of books to be purchased 
and presented by Mr. Bates ; and of the reception, collation, 
cataloguing, and classification of the books. 

Previous to my connection with the library, a number of 
literary and scientific gentlemen of known eminence had, at 
the request of the Trustees, furnished with great care, lists 
of works in various departments of knowledge, which they 
deemed most important for a collection of this kind. 

The titles upon these lists were transferred to separate 
slips of paper and arranged in alphabetical order. Duplicates 
and those already upon the catalogue of the library were re- 
jected. The titles were then revised by the aid of catalogues 
and bibliographical dictionaries, the best edition of each 
work selected and designated upon the slip, and such remarks 
were added as were deemed necessary to guide purchasers. 



1867.] PUBLIC LIBRARY, 33 

The titles were then reviewed with respect to their proper 
distribution among the various branches of knowledge. At 
each stage of the work large additions were made, till the 
whole number of volumes selected was about 35,000. 

The slips were next assorted with reference to the econ- 
omy and convenience of purchasing, and lists were written 
out and transmitted to agents of Mr. Bates, in London, Paris, 
Leipsic and Florence. 

The books have been procured and forwarded with great 
promptness. The first arrival was in May, 1856. In less 
than a year and a half we have received 142 boxes, containing 
21,374 volumes, the cost of which, according to the invoices, 
vas $38,893. Others are fast arriving. All the books re- 
ceived have passed repeatedly under my inspection, and I 
am happy to state, for the satisfaction of all who are inter- 
ested in this munificent donation, as well as in justice to the 
agents through whom the purchases have been made, that they 
are in excellent condition as to the binding and as to the per- 
fectness of copies. 

As this house is too small to contain so many volumes, and 
afford room for the operations to be performed in making them 
ready for public use, about 40 boxes of books, after having 
been fully prepared for the shelves, have been repacked and 
stored in a room in the basement of the new library. 

Every work has been carefully collated, page by page, to as- 
certain whether any signature or leaf were wanting or mis- 
placed. The few deficiences which have been discovered, have 
been registered for transmission to our agents in Europe, and 
by them promptly supplied, as far as possible. 

The books in each box have been compared with the in- 
voices, and with the " slips " from which the orders were writ- 
ten. Upon these slips have been noted the date of reception 
and the '' record number," together with any variations in 
edition, number of volumes, Ac, between the work received 
and the work ordered. These slips, it will be remembered, 

6 
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'previously contained the title of the work with the indication 
of the edition desired, notes for the guidance of purchasers, 
the name of the person at whose suggestion the book was or- 
dered, and the number of the order. It will readily be seen 
that the collection of these separate papers, arranged as they 
now are, in alphabetical order, furnishes a complete history of 
the acqumtion of these books. 

Except about 3,000 volumes for which cards were made in 
London, and a few Italian books lately received, the entire 
donation of Mr. Bates has been catalogued under my superin- 
tendence. The English cards also have been thoroughly 
revised. 

The catalogue on the cards consists of an exact transcript 
of the title-pages, with accurate designations of authorship, 
edition, form and number of volumes, and occasional biblio- 
graphical notes. 

The contents of all the collected works of authors, and of all 
collections of single works of various authors with a common 
title, have been given in full. This part of the work has con- 
sumed much time, but will be of great importance to those 
who may use the library, and who may not be familiar with 
other sources from which such imformation might be derived. 

Each work of every author appears distinctly under his 
name, and cross references are made from every word of the 
title under which any one would be likely to look for the work 
in an alphabetical or in a classed index. 

One important advantage of this specification is, that it 
will frequently prevent the unnecessary purchase of dupli- 
cates. It would be known, for example, that Villehardouia's 
History of the Conquest of Constantinople is contained in the 
•collections of Michaud and Poujoulat, of Petitot and of Ba- 
chon ; though without the minuteness of registration of which 
we are speaking, it might be ordered again for a library pos- 
sessing all of these collections, and not requiring any choice 
of editions. 



1857.] PUBLIC LIBRARY. 35. 

Another important advantage of such specification is, that 
it relieves librarians and readers from constantly-recurring 
inconvenience and loss of time. Thus, if the works of Arch- 
bishop Cranmer were called for, it might not be known to the 
librarian or to the visitor that they are included among the 
publications of the Parker Society, if, as is commonly the case, 
these publications are named simply as a collection, in so many 
volumes, without designation of contents. Or, if a particular 
work of Cranmer were called for, it might not be readily 
ascertainable whether that work were included in the edition 
belonging to the library ; for many collections purporting to 
be complete are only partial. Or, again, a reader might de- 
sire to consult a particular treatise, and might be sure that it 
is contained in the edition of the collected works of the author 
belonging to the Library, but might not know in which volume 
of the two, the ten, the twenty, or the fifty, it is to be found. 
But if the contents of every collection be specified in the cata- 
logue, such disappointments and losses of time are prevented. 
Besides the catalogue upon cards, with full titles, and the 
Usts upon slips, with brief titles, from which the orders were 
made, another list or catcdogue, with short titles, upon slips, has 
been prepared, corresponding in general with the catalogue of 
the library already printed. These slips, which have been 
written with care, have furnished the exact entry to be made 
in the "Accessions Catalogue," which constitutes the chrono- 
logical record and permanent inventory of the property of the 
library. The "accessions number" is placed upon these 
slips, and the number denoting the shelf, and order of the 
book upon the shelf, will be added ; so that this set of slips 
▼ill contain all t^at is necessary for a printed catalogue of 
the library, with short titles. From them such a catalogue 
might perhaps be printed, without even the labor of copying. 
The next process in the care of the books was the classifi- 
cation of them by subjects, for their permanent location upon 
the shelves. For want of room^ it has not been possible ta 
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make the division so minute as will hereafter be desirable. 
The classification of the slips, however, is complete; the 
arrangement of the books will therefore be merely mechan- 
ical, unless it should be thought best to change the system of 
classification. 

The books have all been stamped with the mark adopted for 
identifying the property of the library. The book plate has 
been inserted in nearly all of them, and the date of reception 
and the accessions number written upon the plates. 

So rapidly have the books been received, that it has not 
been found possible to make the cross references as fast as 
the cards were finished. The arrears in this particular can 
easily be brought up, as no further inspection of the books will 
be necessary. 

The only remaining processes through which these books 
must be carried are, the location of them in their permanent 
resting places; the preparation of shelf lists, on which the 
books upon each shelf are recorded, in the order in which 
they stand, and by which the librarian can ascertain the title 
and history of any book which may be missing ; and the mark- 
ing of the number of the shelf and the order of the book upon 
the book itself, the record, the slips, and the cards. 

The processes are indeed numerous through which every 
book must pass before it can be incorporated among the t«c- 
ful possessions of a public library. Some of these processes 
consume much time. It has, for instance, been found by long 
experience that, on an average, not more than thirty or forty 
titles a day, or about 10,000 a year, can be accurately written 
by the most competent and diligent person. But it is gratify- 
ing to know that when this work is once ^ne, it is done f(ff 
all time, so far as these books are concerned. No further ex- 
amination of the books themselves will ever be necessary. The 
. materials will exist, in the most available form, for the rapid 
and easy preparation and publication of any kind of catalogue 
which may be demanded, — with long titles or with short 
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titles ; alphabetical, chronological, or classed ; with separate 
indexes of subjects, or with such indexes combined in one 
alphabet, with the authors and titles. 

Whatever form of catalogue may be the most perfect, it is 
at least satisfactory to know that there exists in manuscript, 
in a form to be readily printed, such a directory to the con- 
tents of this library as will enable any one to find what he 
searches for, if he knows but one of the following things : — 

The name of the author ; 

Any prominent word in the title of the book ; 

The subject of which the book treats ; or, 

The class of composition to which it belongs. 

If those names of persons, books, topics and classes be 
arranged in one alphabet, it would seem that every person, 
whether conversant or not with methods of learned research 
and bibliographical systems, will have every possible facility 
for ascertaining what the library possesses, and where each 
possession is located. 

I merely beg leave to add my testimony to the industry, 

fidelity and zeal which have been manifested by those who 

have been employed upon the work of the library, under my 

direction. 

Respectfully submitted. 

C. C. JEWETT. 
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[D.J 
PUBLIC LIBRARY OF THE CITY OP BOSTON 

In Boabd op Trustees, ^ 
September 29 J 1857.5 

Mr. Ticknor submitted a full Report upon the manner in 
which he had performed the duties intrusted to him by the 
Board during his late absence in Europe. 

Read and referred to the Committee on Books. 

Tuesday, Oct. 27, 1857, Mr. Everett, in behalf of the Com- 
mittee, submitted the Report and resolutions which follow. 

The Report was accepted, and the resolutions were adopted. 

And, thereupon, it was ordered, That the Report, with Mr. 
Ticknor's communication, be printed as an Appendix to the 
Annual Report of the Trustees to the City Council. 

Attest: 

EDWARD CAPEN, Secretary. 
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MR. TICKNOR'S REPORT. 

To the Trustees of the Public Library, Boston: 

Gentlemen, — When I was about to visit Europe, fifteen 
months ago, on business connected with the munificence of 
Mr. Bates to the Public Library, and also during my absence, 
which was protracted from June 18, 1856, to September 10, 
1857, you gave me authority, by sundry votes, to do, on your 
behalf, certain things unconnected with my principal object. 
Of the manner in which I have fulfilled your wishes and used 
your authority, I desire now to report to you. 

Andfjirstf on the 27th of May, 1856, you passed the fol- 
lowing votes : — 

Resolted, That the sum of eleven hundred pounds be placed 
at the disposal of Mr. Ticknor, during his absence in Europe, 
to be expended at his discretion for the Public Library, and 
that the President be authorized to open a credit with the 
Messrs. Barings, in favor of Mr. Ticknor, to that amount. 

And on the 3d of February, 1857, you passed the following 
vote : — 

Ordered, That all the funds of the Library in London, at 
the disposal of the Board, be placed to the order of Mr. Tick- 
nor for the purchase of books, with the exception of £50. 

Under the authority given by these two votes, I have made 
the following disbursements; viz. : 
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In England, for books in the English language, £848 17 2 
In Germany, for books in various languages, 

but chiefly German, .... 220 4 10 
In Italy, for books in various languages, but 

chiefly Italian, 199 9 

In France, for books almost exclusively French, 514 18 5 
In Belgium, for books almost exclusively relat- 
ing to that country, - - - - 66 5 10 

Total, .... £1,849 15 3 

Following the uniform practice of the Trustees, as the 
safest and best for the Library, I received no monies from the 
Messrs. Barings, but merely gave drafts and credits on them, 
the payments of which have already appeared, or will ap- 
pear, in the accounts of the City Treasurer, and will be found 
balanced by the aggregate amount of the invoices of books 
received at the Library. It is, therefore, only necessary to 
refer to the City Treasurer's accounts, and to the Records of 
the Library, for the details of all my doings, under the votes 
of the Trustees of May 27, 1856, and Feb. 3, 1857. I would, 
however, add that I have not exhausted the credit the last 
vote gave me. What is the precise balance in the hands of 
the Messrs. Barings cannot, indeed, be exactly determined 
until the City Treasurer receives from them the full account 
of their charges, not only on the books forwarded by me from 
diflferent parts of Europe, but on some of those sent us by 
Mr. Bates. This balance, however, at the present moment, is 
not, I believe, less than two hundred pounds. 

Second, on the 27th of May, 1856, you passed the following 
vote : — 

Resolved, That Mr. Ticknor, during his absence in Europe, 
be authorized and requested to appoint such agent or agents 
as he may deem expedient for the purchase and transmission 
of bookS; and the transaction of any other business on the 
part of the Library* 
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Without formallj commissioning any agent, I have employed^ 
for the service of the Library, Dr. Felix Fliigel, of Leipzig, 
and Professor Eogenio Albdri, of Florence, and have received 
propositions from Henry Take Parker, Esq., of London, to ren- 
der ns similar services. The two first named gentlemen have, 
I think, very faithfully and judiciously fulfilled the trusts I com- 
mitted to them respectively, and I allowed them, by previous 
agreement, ten per cent., as a commission on the cash cost to 
them of the books they purchased for us, but no commission 
whatever on expenses incurred by them in binding, packing, 
or any other way. Mr. Parker is willing to render us similar 
services on the same terms, as you will observe by his letter 
of July 28, 1857, annexed hereto; and Mr. Laugel, who has 
sent us large collections of books, by order of Mr. Bates, 
will, I doubt not, act for us, if wo desire it, in Paris. These 
four persons will, I believe, prove satisfactory agents for the 
Library in the four principal book marts of Europe. Mr. 
Charles Ruelens, also. Secretary of the Royal Library at 
Brussels, and Dr. Earl Brandes, Secretary of the Royal Li- 
brary at Berlin, who afforded me efficient aid in the purchase 
of books, when I was in their cities, will, I feel sure, be kind 
and helpful to us hereafter, if we should need their assistance, 
although, from their official positions, they cannot act as our 
regular agents. But neither of these six persons, nor any 
other person in Europe, has now authority from me to pur- 
chase any books on account of the Library, except Mr. Charles 
Raelens, who has been good enough to say he will complete 
oar set of the Memoirs of the Belgian Academy, — a commis- 
sion of small pecuniary amount, and not likely to be executed 
for several months, if it can be executed so soon. 

Third. On the 25th day of November, 1856, you passed 
the following vote : — 

Obdksed, That the subject of international exchanges be 
referred to Mr. Ticknor, with full powers, after inquiries 

6 
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made in Paris, to determine whether they shall be continued 
or not, and on what conditions. 

In obedience to this vote, I put myself, on my arrival in 
Paris, at the beginning of June last, in communication with 
Mr. Alexandre Yattemare, sole agent for the exchanges re- 
ferred to by the Trustees. He declined making any specific 
arrangement for exchanges with us, or becoming in any way 
an agent of our Library, conceiving such a connection to be 
unsuitable to his position. But he expressed much interest 
in our institution, and permitted me to make such a selection 
of books for it as I could find in his collections for exchange. 
I was able to choose about fifty volumes, — some of them 
quite valuable, — and many numbers of the Annales du Com- 
merce Exterieur, of which our set is incomplete. These 
books and pamphlets have arrived here, marked with the let- 
ter V, in an invoice of Porquet, dated August 26, 1857, as 
well as entered in a separate invoice forwarded to the Major 
of the City by Mr. Vattemare, who claims no return, though 
I hope the Trustees will make a suitable one. Under the 
circumstances of the case, it is obvious that no permanent 
arrangement can be made for exchanges with Mr. Yattemare; 
but it seems to me that exchanges can continue to be made 
with him, from time to time, as heretofore, so long as they 
shall be found beneficial to both parties. 

Fourth, On the 3d of February, 1857, you passed the fol- 
lowing vote: — 

Ordered, That Mr. Ticknor be authorized to purchase the 
Tozzetti Library, now on sale in Florence, provided, in his 
opinion, it shall be expedient. 

On reaching Florence, in the subsequent month of May, I 
found that the library in question had, from a period earlier 
than the date of your vote, been offered to the Grand Dnke 
of Tuscany, and that no negotiation in relation to its pnr- 
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cliase could be entered into with any other party until his de- 
cision should be known. Moreover, after a somewhat careful 
examination of the whole collection, I thought it less valuable 
for our purposes than, from the representations I had received; 
I had previously supposed it to be, although, at the same time, 
it seemed to me to be quite an important acquisition for Tus- 
cany, where, I apprehend, it will be reitained. Still, if, from 
any circumstance, it should hereafter seem worth while fur- 
ther to consider the subject, Professor Albdri will be able to 
give the Trustees all the information they will need for their 
guidance. . 

Without any particular vote or request from the Trustees, 
I obtained, by way of exchange, from the Royal Library at 
Brussels, a considerable number of books, which were ac- 
knowledged by them, and an equivalent ordered to be sent, 
Sept. 2, 1856; and more recently I have obtained from the 
Prench government about twenty important volumes, marked 
M, in Porquet's invoice of August 26, 1857, for which, I sup- 
pose, our thanks should be returned. The officers of several 
scientific societies in Germany and Italy also gave me assur- 
ance, which, some of them have already fulfilled, that they 
wonld send us their publications ; and I have recently received 
aa intimation to the same effect in relation to the Belgian 
Government, which annually prints works that it will be in- 
teresting to us to possess. No doubt, with proper exertions, 
accessions of value may be secured to the library by arrange- 
ments like those under which the present were obtained. 

It only remains for me to express my hope that what I 
haye done under the votes of the Trustees above recited may 
be satisfactory to them ; and to add that I am desirous, in 
STich mode as they may direct, to transfer back to them the 
balance standing to my credit, under their orders, with the 
Messrs. Barings ; thus making a final adjustment of my rela- 
tions with the Public Library for whatever I may have done, 
under the authority of its Trustees, during my recent absence 

in Europe. 

GEO. TICKNOR. 
BoiUm, 23c2 SepUmber, 1857. 
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REPORT OP COMMITTEB ON BOOKS, 
In relation to the Report of Mr, TicJcnor, 

The Committee on the Purchase of Books, to whom was re- 
ferred the communication of Mr. Ticknor, of the 23d Septem- 
ber, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to 
submit the following Report: 

The aforesaid communication contains a perspicuous ac- 
count of Mr. Ticknor's proceedings in Europe, in execution of 
the trusts confided to him by several votes of the Trustees. 
The most important of these related to the purchase of books 
in England and on the continent, from such funds as stood to 
the credit of the Trustees in London, from their ordinary re- 
sources, and such as were placed at Mr. Ticknor's disposal by 
our great benefactor, Mr. Bates, in pursuance of the muuifi- 
cent purpose anounced by him to the City Council the last 
year. Under the authority vested in him by their votes of 
the 27th of May, 1856, and 3rd Of February, 1857, Mr. Tick- 
nor charges himself with having expended in these purchaser 
the sum of £1849 15 3. This amount corresponds with 
the sums stated in the Auditor's book^^ in account with the 
Messrs. Barings, and is represented by thu several invoices of 
books purchased by Mr. Ticknor and received at the library. 

In making these purchases Mr. Ticknor had occasion to visit 
London, Paris, Brussels, Berlin, Leipzig, Vienna, Florence 
and Rome, and other European cities. The Committee ex- 
press with great confidence the opinion that the purchases 
have been skillfully and economically made ; and that the in- 
terests of the library have been more eflfectually promoted by 
Mr. Ticknor's confidential intercourse with Mr. Bates, by his 
personal attentions and supierintendence, and by his selectiou 
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of competent porchasing agents, than they could have been in 
any other way. 

The other subjects committed by the Board to Mr. Ticknor 
referred to the establishment of agents, to international ex- 
changes, and to the purchase, at his discretion, of a large li- 
brary of books in natural science, at Florence, formed by the 
Tozzetti family. Referring* to Mr. Ticknor's communication 
for hia proceedings in reference to these subjects, the Commit- 
tee deem it sufficient to state that those proceedings appear 
to them to haye been eminently judicious, and conducive to 
the best interests of the Library. 

With this general expression of their views on the several 
subjects embraced in the communication referred to them, the 
Committee recommend the adoption of the following resolu- 
tions. 

Respectfully submitted, for the Committee. 

EDWARD EVERETT, Chairman. 



Resolved, That the Trustees are deeply impressed with the 
importance of the services rendered by Mr. Ticknor during 
his late visit to Europe, in virtue of the authority conferred 
upon him by several votes of the Board,, and that they regard 
him as entitled to the grateful thanks of the Board and of 
the community, for his disinterested and indefagitable atten- 
tion to the business of the Library, whose prosperity be had 
ab^ady done so much to promote. 

Rnolvedf That all the purchases and agreements made by 
Mr. Ticknor under the said votes, as set forth in his communi- 
cation, be and the same are hereby approved and confirmed by 
the Board ; and that Mr. Ticknor be requested to retransfer 
to the credit of the Trustees on the books of the Messrs. 
Barings the unexpended balance of the funds placed by the 
Trustees at his disposal. 

Re$olffed, That the Committee on the purchase of books be 
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authorized to expend such a sum a they may think reasonable 
in procuring books to be forwarded to M. Yattemare, in ex* 
change for those presented by him to the library. 

Resolved, That the President of the Board be requested to 
address a suitable letter of acknowledgment to the public 
authorities and learned bodies by whom donations have been 
made to the library through the intervention of Mr. Ticknor, 
and that a copy of this Report and resolutions be appended 
to the Annual Report of the Trustees. 
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Public Libraet, 16 Nwemher, 1861. 

His Honor, Joseph M. Wightman, Mayw of the City of 
Boston: 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit to jon, herewith, the 
Ninth Annual Beport of the Trustees of the Public Library, 
prepared in obedience to the fourth section of the Ordinance 
of the 14th of October, 1852, providing for the establishment 
and regulation of the Public Library. 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

CHARLES C. JEWETT, 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees. 



NINTH ANNUAL BEPORT 



OF THE 



TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



In obedience to the fonrtii section of the Ordinance of the 
14th of October, 1852, providing for the establishment and reg- 
ulation of the Public Library, the Trustees ask leave to submit 
to the City Council their Ninth Annual 

REPORT. 

The ordinance directs that a committee shall be annually ap- 
pointed by the Trustees, consisting of five citizens at large, with 
a member of the Board to act as chairman, who shall be invited 
to examine the library and make report of its condition. The 
members of the Committee for the present year are Alderman 
E. T. Wilson, Chairman, Edwin C. Bailey, Esq., Joshua D. Ball, 
Esq., Rev. Jacob M. Manning, Professor W. B. Rogers, and 
Stephen N. Stockwell, Esq. The report of the Examining Com- 
mittee is herewith submitted, marked A, together with the re- 
port of the Superintendent of the Library, marked B. 

To these documents little or nothing need be added, in order 
to give a just view of the condition of the Library and of the in- 
crease of its resources and efficiency during the past year. The 
simple facts that above sixteen thousand volumes have been 
received during the twelvemonth, nearly three fourths of them 
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bj donation ; that twenty-fonr thousand dollars have been gen- 
erously contributed by bequest to its funds ; that more than one 
hundred and sixty thousand books have been borrowed from the 
Lower Hall; that the Upper Hall has been thrown open and 
an Index published, by which its treasures have been rendered 
easily accessible; that more than a thousand persons upon an 
average have daily resorted to some department of the Library, 
to avail themselves of the great benefits which it ofiers to the 
whole community, — these few facts are sufficient of themselyes 
to show how important the Library has become, and how exten- 
sively its value is felt as a city institution. They show, at the 
same time, that it was never before in so good a condition ; that 
it was never before so generally useful ; and that its appropriate 
benefits were never before so widely and effectively diffused. 

With the statement of results like these, the main objects of 
the annual report of the Trustees might seem to be fulfilled. 
On two points however, they feel called upon, at the present 
moment, to say a few words : — 

And in the first place, as to the books themselves, which of 
course in every library form the paramount interest The Pub- 
lic Library now contains more than ninety-seven thousand vol- 
umes, and the Trustees desire to say, that, in their judgment, it 
is, for its size, an excellent collection of books, and one extremely 
well fitted for its especial purposes. Their earliest and strongest 
wish has been and still is to render the whole library useful to 
the greatest possible number of persons of both sexes in our 
community, but more especially to those who are less able than 
they could wish to procure good books for themselves and their 
families. In this primary object they believe they have been 
successful. The immense circulation from the Lower Hall seems 
to them to prove it, and to leave no doubt that it is much more 
extensively used, than any other library in New England. But 
while the Trustees have been laboring in this direction, in the 
discharge of what they have regarded as their Official duty, other 
friends of the institution have enriched it with large collections 
of books, less fitted for general circulation, but which are of 
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great valae as works of reference, and imperatively needed by 
those, who would make careful investigations into many subjects 
— scientific, literary, and historical, -^ often of grave importance 
in higher education and for the general welfare. In this respect 
also, the Trustees venture to express the opinion, that the Public 
Library, taking all its departments together, possesses a better 
collection of books, than any other library in New England. In 
relation to both of its divisions, therefore, they believe that it 
will fully accomplish the objects of its foundation. It has cer- 
tainly done so thus far, much beyond the highest expectations of 
the Trustees ; and with its rapidly increasing means, they do not 
doubt that its increasing usefulness will, with every year, become 
more and more apparent 

The other point to which the Trustees would invite the atten- 
tion of the City Council is the Indexes, which have been pub- 
lished, from time to time, in order to facilitate the use of the 
books contained in the collection. The Indexes, and the Cata- 
logue on which they are founded, are regarded by the Trustees 
as, next to the collection itself, the most important interest of 
the Library. The first Index was issued late in the autumn of 
1858, as soon as the Library was opened in the present building, 
and it contained the titles of such books of general interest as 
were then upon the shelves of the Lower HalL Since that time, 
four supplements to this Index have been published, in order to 
render the books successively added to the collection immediately 
accessible. The last of these supplements is just issued, and 
contains the titles of 1,382 volumes, added within the last eleven 
months, all of a popular character, and nearly all fresh from 
the press, or very recently published. The whole number of 
volumes now in this division of the Library is 19,161, and no 
opportunity is neglected to increase and render it more attrac- 
tive and useful. 

A much larger and more important Index was published a 
few weeks ago, in order to open the Upper Hall to the public, 
which had already been done in part, and which is now fully 
accomplished. This Index is constructed on the same general 
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principles as the smaller one of the Lower Hall ; its purpose 
being to render the books in the Upper Hall, whether for circa, 
lation or for reference, easily accessible to all ; — to persons litde 
in habits of study, as well as to those who devote ih^nselves to 
the severest scientific investigations. The Trustees believe that 
this larger Index, which has already been received wiAl distin- 
guished approbation by some of the persons both in Europe and 
America, best able to judge of its merits, will prove as satisfac- 
tory to the public, as the smaller one has certainly done ; and 
that it will, by facilitating and inviting researches in every de- 
partment of knowledge, tend to the advancement of this conunu- 
nity in whatever is most to be desired in life, and whatever will 
best promote life's great ends. 

As the Library increases, other Indexes for both of its halls 
will no doubt be published, so as to extend the benefits of the 
institution more and more widely, until in due time, when the 
collection shall have become large enough to require it, and 
when means for the purpose shall have been provided, a general 
Index may be issued, which, in a single comprehensive alpha- 
betical arrangement, shall set forth all its resources, and invite 
the community to the fullest and freest enjoyment of its benefits, 
compatible with the necessary conditions of its existence and 
success. 

In the mean time, however, it should not be forgotten, that any 
one resorting to the Library can, from the Card Catalogue, which 
forms the ample foundation for all the Indexes, obtain whatever 
facilities he may need, even for the most thorough and labori- 
ous investigations. It is on this Card Catalogue, in fact, that 
the chief arrangements for the best use of the Library rest ; and 
whether abstracts from it, under \he name of Indexes, shall have 
been published or not, it will always be in readiness for use, and 
can always be consulted with confidence. 

Considering, therefore, the number and character of books in 
the Library, together with the Indexes and other means provided 
for rendering their use agreeable and easy, the Trustees have at 
present no suggestions to make for changes or improvements. 
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They can onlj propose to go on as they have begun, and do not 
doubt that, as the present condition of the Library much more 
than fulfils the predictions of its earliest and most sanguine 
friends, so. the future will justify any reasonable hopes that may 
be entertained of its beneficial influences on the education, pros- 
perity, and advancement of the city. 

The Trustees cannot close their report without making the 
acknowledgments due to the many individuals and public bodies, 
who have added to the resources of the Library during the past 
year, by donations of more than a thousand books and above 
thirty-five hundred pamphlets, many of them important and all 
acceptable. Among the names on this list, which forms a part 
of the report of the Superintendent, will be found that of the 
Emperor of the French, who has done us the honor to send to 
the Library a copy of his own works in four beautifully executed 
volumes, together 'with the seven magnificent volumes already 
published of the Correspondence of Napoleon L, of which the 
remaining volumes have been kindly ordered by His Imperial 
Majesty to be sent to the Library, as they shall successively 
appear. Nor will it fail to be observed that the British Com- 
missioners of Patents continue to furnish us with the successive 
Yolumes of their vast and truly magnificent publication. 

The Trustees desire also, on behalf of their fellow-citizens, to 
offer the expression of their gratitude to Messrs. William Minot 
and William Minot, Jr., who, as executors of the late Miss Mary 
P. Townsend, a lady of rare benevolence and unobtrusive worth, 
were entrusted with discretionary power over a part of her 
estate, and have devoted to the Public Library the sum of four 
thousand dollars of what was thus confided to their disposal, — 
making it a fund, of which the income is forever to be expended 
in the purchase of books. Considering the circumstances under 
which this donation was made, the I'rustees may be permitted to 
regard it as a most gratifying proof of the extent to which the 
Institution has acquired the confidence of the most intelligent and 
discerning members of the community. 

A still more important addition has been made during the 

2 
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past year to the funds of the Library by the manifioeDt sum of 
twenty thousand dollars, bequeathed by the late Hon. Jonathan 
Phillips, in addition to ten thousand dollars given during his 
lifetime. This generous bequest, mentioned in the last annual 
report of the Trustees, has been paid by the executors of Mr. 
Phillips's will, during the past year. In like manner the lai^ 
and valuable library of the Bev. Theodore Parker, of which the 
bequest to the Institution was announced in the last annoal 
report, has been received into the building during the past 
twelvemonth. Full justice is done to both of these important 
gifts in the report of the Superintendent The Trustees will 
only remark in addition, that the library of Mr. Parker, though 
somewhat smaller than was conjecturally stated in their report 
of last year, proves to be more choice and valuable even than 
was anticipated ; while the large fund bequeathed by Mr. Phil- 
lips accrues at a moment when it is much wanted. 

But the Trustees, while thus offering their grateful acknovl- 
edgments for all these marks of favor and confidence so liberally 
shown to the institution under their care, feel also that it b a 
duty and a privilege on their part, to congratulate all who ha?e 
contributed to its growth and usefulness, on its present good 
condition and great success ; and to invoke for it the continoed 
favor of an enlightened municipal government, as an esteblish- 
ment in which the city may well take an honest pride, for the 
good which it has done and the credit which it reflects upon the 
community ; commending it at the same time to the liberal and 
protecting good-will of the public at large, for whose welfare 
and progress, intellectual, moral, and religious, it has been 
founded, and for whose benefit alone it can be rightfully ad- 
ministered. 

In conclusion, the Trustees desire to bear renewed testimony 
to the fidelity of the Superintendent and his associates in the difi- 
charge of their respective duties, and they ask leave to add, on 
their own account, that they have held their meetings regularly 
twice in each month, and oftener when needed ; that at least one 
of their number has visited the Library daily, during the year; 
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and that in general thej have sought so to watoh over its inter- 
esta, as to make it what it shoold be and what thej believe it is, 
— a blessing to the Gitj of Boston. 
All which is respectfully submitted bj 

EDWAED EVEBETT, 
GEOBGE TICKNOB, 
JOHN P. BIGELOW, 
NATHANIEL B. SHUETLEPF, 
WILUAM W. GBEENOUGH, 
E. T. WILSON, 
J. COFFIN JONES BBOWN. 
PuBUO LiBRABT, 13 November, 1861. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXAMINATION. 



Thb Committee appointed "to examine the Library and 
make report of its condition to the Trufltees," in aceordanoe with 
Sect 7, of the Ordinance of October 14, 1852, have discharged 
that duty, and make the annexed 

REPORT. 

An examination of the Library discloses the following facts, 
which the Committee have arranged according to the precedents 
observed by their predecessors in office. 

The Books. — The additions made to the Library since it 
was last officially examined, have been as follows : — 

Printed volumes 16,948 

Pamphlets 6,674 

Maps and charts 151 

PURCHASE PROM INCOME OF TRUST FUNDS AND APPROPRIATIONS. 

Printed volumes 4,649 

Pamphlets- 18 

Maps and charts 151 

DONATIONS INCLUDING THE PARKER BEQUEST. 

Printed volumes 12,299 

Pamphlete 6,656 
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AQGREGATBS. 

Total of books and other objects added this year . 23,773 

Total of volumes in the Library .... 97,386 

The Ciommittee would state that the above aggregates have 
been arrived at by the actual enumeration of the accurate and 
accomplished Superintendent. 

A grateful duty of the Committee is to recognize bequests 
and donations, which are the life of all libraries, and to refer to 
those which have been made to our own since the last examina- 
tion. The rich legacy of that eminent scholar, the Rev. Theo- 
dore Parker, has been enhanced by Mrs. Parker, who, in a spirit 
of noble liberality, has waived all claims upon the books given 
to her by the testament of her late husband. These books, in- 
eluding 11,061 volumes and 3,088 pamphlets, have been placed 
temporarily upon the shelves, but in accordance with the wise 
and expressed wish of the donor, they will probably be kept 
together — a monument of his industry and scholarship. The 
value of this choice library is not to be estimated by the number 
of volumes which it contains. It is a collection made for his 
own use, by a man of great and various erudition, and, in sev- 
eral special department of human learning, it is uncommonly 
Ml and curious. 

The Library has continued to receive from abroad substantial 
evidence of the good-will with which it is regarded in the univer- 
sal republic of letters. From the Emperor of the French have 
been received noble copies of his own works and those of his 
illustrious predecessor ; and the Patent Commissioners of Great 
Britain have added to their previous gifts 68 volumes, of which 
33 are in folio. A reference to the Annual Report of the Su- 
perintendent (Appendix AA.) will show the continuous and un- 
^^piig interest felt in the Public Library, not only at home, 
but in other parts of the civilized world. 

The records of the Library show a circulation of the books, 
which must be in the highest degree gratifying to the friends of 
public intelligence. The following table exhibits the circulation 
during the present and several previous years : — 
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1858-69, 
1859-60, 
1860-61, 



(254 days) 
(297 days) 
(274 days) 



Acgragsta, Vol*. 
149,468 

151,020 
160,877 



Fw dioii. At. 

588.4 
608.5 
587.1 



1858-69 
1859-60 
1860^1 



GBEATEST BAILT LOAK. 

March 5 1,335 

February 4 1,052 

February 28 ...*... 1,303 



The number of books loaned per diem throughout the last 
year exceeds by 15.5 per cent and by an aggregate of 9,857 
volumes the loans of the year preceding ; and these loans, in the 
opinion of the Superintendent, will be materially increased bj 
the opening of the Upper HaU for circulation of the books, 
— most of which can now be borrowed. 

The following additional statements respecting the circulation, 
are presented in a condensed form : — 

New names inscribed during the year • . • 4,522 

Total of names inscribed 22,660 

Books unaccounted for, 6th November, 1861 . . 340 

Missing books reclaimed, for 1860 .... 119 
Missing books unreclaimed, for I860. ... 143 

Books worn out this year 261 

Books replaced 157 

Books condemned since opening new building . . 661 

Books condemned and replaced .... 432 

Duplicates presented to city troops .... 440 

Fines collected this year $ 81.00 

The more the affairs of the Institution are investigated and 
understood, the more the Municipal Government will be satifl- 
fied with its condition and usefulness. The following facts may 
be relied upon : — 
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1. By a careful exammation concerning the character of the 
books in the Lower Hall of the Library, it appears that there 
are, — 

On American History . . 835 vols, or 4.3 per ct. 
Biography .... 2,030 *« " 10.3 « " 

Foreign books, chiefly works of 

amusement in French, German, 

and Italian, more used than 

was anticipated, especially the 

German 
Poetry and the Drama . 
Miscellaneous amusing books 
Miscellaneous History . 
Miscellaneous Science and Art 
Novels in English 
Beligion and Theology 
Travels .... 

19,655 100.0 

All being in English except the 1,734 in French, German, and 
Italian, as stated above. 

This is believed to be a fair proportion of light literature for 
the popular demandt and probably is as great as a public library, 
which depends on resources furnished to it by the taxes out of 
the City treasury, or by benevolent, public-spirited men who desire 
the imprwemerU rather than the mere amusemerU of the commu- 
nity, would be justified in purchasing. It is not easy, however, 
to ascertain what the public demand is. But, three times within 
the last year a count was made of those who went away without 
books, and the result was that less than 3 per cent of those 
who applied for books failed, and of these nearly all asked onh/ 
for novels. 

^ This number taken from the shelf-lists varies, it may be noticed, from the 
number actually upon the shelves ; because some of the books worn out or 
lost — mostly surplus copies — have not yet been replaced. 
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Novels are no doubt here, as in all other popular libraries, 
much more asked for than any other class of books. Twke, 
the proportion was ascertained. The first time, of 440 books 
demanded, 138 were novels; the second time, of 712 books 
desired, 365 were novels. 

It is a serious question how far such a Public Library as that 
of the City of Boston shall be made a Library for the circulation 
of novels. 

2. It is desirable that nobody should come to the Libraiy and 
ask for a good and useful book without finding a copy ready ; 
and an approximation may gradually be made to this result 
But it Sa not easy to know exactly how to do it. One of the 
Trustees has made an experiment to ascertain it as well as he 
could, at his own expense. Within the last year, Florence Night- 
ingale's book on healthy houses and good nursing, — Smiles's 
Self Help, — the Life of Amos Lawrence, — the Boy Inventor, — 
the Teacher's Assistant, — and Everett's Life of Washington were 
much asked for, and the gentleman alluded to presented a num- 
ber of copies of each to the library. The following table made 
in April of this year will show, that (though at firtt^ nearly all 
the copies he gave were circulated and used,) there is now 
no permanent' and considerable demand for them that can he 
relied upon. Thus, out of 60 copies of Florence Nightingale, 
there were on the shelves, 12 April, 49 copies; of 20 copies of 
Smiles's Self Help, 16; of 10 copies of Lawrence's Life, 10: 
of 20 copies of Everett's Washington, 17 ; of 12 copies of 
Teacher's Assistant, 9. The demand has not increased since. 

As far as these books, therefore, are concerned, — and there are 
few better books, or books more likely to be popular, — the expe^ 
iment was a failure. Many copies of them are not wanted. 

Few persons will help the Trustees in this matter, although 
many can do it effectually, and have been asked to do so privately 
and publicly. By Art. 9, of Chap. II. of the By-Laws, everyhodj 
who does not find that a book belongs to the Library which h^ 
desires to use, is requested to enter its title in a card furnUkd 
to him for the very ffirpoBe^ so that the book he needs may be 
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bought Few, in proportion to the time, have so asked, but those 
that have asked have had the books they wanted, ordered, unless 
there was some moral or other serious objection to the purchase. 

But this is not all. About a year ago the Trustees caused a 
printed notice to be put into every book lent from the Library for 
a fortnight, requesting all persons who could not obtain from the 
Library any book, (except a novel,) which they might' want, either 
because the book was not in the Library at all, or because there 
were net copies enough in the Library to meet the demand, — re- 
questing these persons to make its title known by the card always 
ready for the purpose. Several thousand of these notices were 
pat into the books. Less than twenty-five books were asked for 
in consequence, and they were all ordered to be bought without 
delay. 

Now if, when people are so earnestly invited to make known 
what books they want, they yet ask for so few, it is sufficient 
proof that the Institution, in this particular, works well. 

3. There is another fact connected with the Library which 
is worth knowing. Many persons take out the first volume of a 
book and tire of it, so that they do not take the second or sub- 
sequent volumes. Thus of such important and attractive works 
as Motley's Dutch Republic, on a certain day taken at random, 
no first volume was found upon the shelves, but there were six 
copies of the third ; of Bancroft's United States, no copy of the 
first volume was in, but six of the last ; of Irving's Washington, 
three of the first volumes were in, and eight of the last ; of Pres- 
cott's Mexico, three of the first volume were in, and six of the 
last, and so of many others. Now of all these and of all such 
books, the desire has been to keep as many copies as can fairly 
and steadily be circulated, and the Trustees want to know what 
are asked for so that they may get them. 

Bat the truth is, that the success of the Library — so much 
greater than the most sanguine of its friends ever anticipated — 
is a sufficient vindication of its efficiency. No library in the 
world was ever so freely opened to the public ; no library was 
ever so much used in a community not larger than ours. This 

3 



18 CITY DOCUMENT. — No. 68. 

year, 1861, it is more used than it ever waa before in the same 
lencrth of time. If anybody can show how it can be made more 
useful, he will be an excellent friend to the Institution. Es- 
pecially, if anybody will ^u^i^gest what books ought to be bought, 
a^eeably to the request already alluded to in the By*Laws, 
Chap. II., Art 9, he will render a true service to the public, 
and help the cultivation and prosperity of this communify. 

The Catalogues. — The Committee have the pleasure of re- 
porting the completion of the printed Index to the Upper Hall, 
and think it proper here, to bear this official testimony to the 
skill, learning, industry, and fidelity of the Superintendent of the 
Library. If we consider that the catalogue, at least of aU great 
collections, remains to this day a vexations problem but partially 
solved, and that by the natural increase of libraries, every year 
of delay adds to the difficulty of a convenient and accurate clas- 
sification, we shall then appreciate the labors of Mr. Jewett, and 
of his assiduous assistants, who have in the lusty infancy of our 
institution, provided that no unnecessary embarrassment shall 
perplex their successors. A library without a catalogue, if its 
proportions be in the least respectable, is a labyrinth without a 
clue. Its treasures may invite the explorer; but while he is 
compelled to spend the most precious hours of his life in re- 
searches which may at last prove fruitless, the library will be to 
him merely a mockery and discouragement The walls of many 
large libraries, could they but speak, might relate a melan- 
choly story of baffled inquiry, and of long and arduous labor 
lost. Books which are not to be found when they are wanted : 
books which indeed have a name, but the local habitation of 
which is uncertain, are worth hardly more than the paper upon 
which they are printed. The scholars of a coming age will rec- 
ognize, with gratitude, the scientific basis upon which Mr. Jewett 
has founded our Catalogue ; for such services rendered to litera- 
ture, inestimable as they are, are sure in themselves of a recol- 
lection coexistent with our own institution, and in truth with all 
great libraries. Foresight like that of which we have had the 
advantage, necessary as it is both for the use and the preserva- 
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tion of books, would have saved manj an immense collection 
from oBelessness, and slow bnt sure decay. The Public Library 
of Boston, destined from its beginning for the most popular use, 
cannot too often multiply the facilities of research. Convenient, 
though it be not unlimited, access to books is the rigid coudition 
of profitable study ; and in almost all branches of culture a wide 
range of reference must do the work rather than mere reading. 
He who is able, in the verification of a date, to save an hour, will 
be able also by that economy of time to prolong and, with the 
best results, to vary his investigations ; and when a student has 
once acquired, which he can only do in a great library with a good 
catalogue, the art of handling books, he is helped onward by a 
dexterity analogous to that of a well-trained mechanic. A sin- 
gle volume may introduce him to many others, and these in turn 
to others still ; until at last he knows all that is to be known, 
within the limits of wisdom, upon a given subject ; and so is pre- 
pared intelligently to pursue his original labors. Our Library, 
much as it would still afford of innocent entertainment, would 
sink in the estimation of all thoughtful men, did it cease to be 
the scene of earnest and determined study. It is a part of our 
duty to see that the enthusiasm of inquiry is not abated by need- 
less obstructions ; and that the very opulence of his resources 
does not deter the young and inexperienced scholar from enter- 
ing upon their possession. Whatever skill and industry can do 
in the preparation of catalogues, we are proud to say has either 
been already attained, or may be reasonably anticipated. K we 
have been fortunate in the collection of books, we have been 
fortunate, too, in their custodian. 

In conclusion, the Committee may be allowed to quote from 
the Report of the Superintendent, the following passage : '* It is 
apposite and pleasant to mention here that during this time of 
general anxiety, the Public Library has been found a ready and 
most cheering resource, and has been gratefully recognized as 
such by large numbers of our citizens. Notwithstanding the 
absence of so many who have left the city as soldiers in the 
national armies, the number resorting to the Library has con- 
stantly and largely increased." 
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It is not a part of the datj of the Committee to dwell upon 
the public advantages which are here so lucidly indicated. K it 
were, we might show with ease how noble are the consolations 
which, in this season of apprehension, the Library affords. It 
proffers, indeed, an elevated diversion ; but its ameliorations are 
by no means confined to mere amusement To a reading class, 
called in this time of public danger, to a discharge of the most 
delicate patriotic duties, it affords the teachings of history, Ihe 
results of human experience, all that is to be learned by obser- 
vation and all that is to be taught by national vicissitudes. The 
soldier who may at any moment be caUed to the field, may here 
prepare himself for the art of war, so far as theory and example 
may suffice for such preparation. The political servant of the 
State may here find the wisdom, justice, and prudence which make 
its aiinals priceless. The economist, while civil war is wasting 
the treasures of society, may here acquire that skill which will 
repair its finances. 

It is certainly within the sphere of our office, to remark, that the 
condition of the Public Library is in all respects so favorable to 
its largest and best influences. For this we are indebted to the 
munificence of its patrons and the fidelity of its keepers. Its past 
has been prosperous almost beyond precedent ; and we accept its 
good fortune as of good omen. As it has grown, so we may hope 
that it will continue to increase, not merely numerically, but in a 
still ascending ratio of religious and intellectual blessings. We 
take surety of our descendants for their fidelity to all that is 
manly and womanly, for all that adorns our race and makes 
society permanent and prosperous, when we send down to them 
the teachings of science, the record of our race, the refinements 
of art, and the elegant diversions of literature. 

ELISHA T. WILSON, 
EDWIN C. BAILEY, 
JOSHUA D. BALL, 
JACOB M. MANNING, 
WILLLA.M B. ROGERS, 
STEPHEN N. STOCKWELL, J 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



To THE TbUSTBBS OF THS FUBUC LiBRABY OF THE GiTY OF 

Boston. 

Gentlemen : In obedience to the third article of the second 
chapter of the " By-Laws relative to the Trustees and Officers of 
the Public Library," I beg leave to present to you the following 

REPORT 

upon the condition of the Library, and its increase during the 
year ending the first of November, 1861. 

I am happy to be able to say, in general terms, that the year 
has been one of remarkable prosperity to the Library, in the 
augmentation of its resources by donations and bequests ; in the 
perfecting of its organization ; in the publication of the Index to 
the Upper Hall ; and in the enlargement of its practical useful- 
ness, as evinced by the grateful testimony of its frequenters and 
the increased and constantly increasing number of persons resort- 
ing to it for purposes of study and research, as well as for the 
borrowing of books for home reading. 

During the year, 16,948 books, 6,674 pamphlets, and 151 maps 
and charts have been added to the Library. Of these, 4,649 
books, 18 pamphlets, and 151 maps and charts have been pur- 
chased from the proceeds of the invested funds, and from appro- 
priations by the city government. The remainder consisting of 
12,299 books, with 6,656 pamphlets, and including the library 
of Mr. Parker, have been presented. 
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Hitherto, the statement of the namher of hooks helonging to 
the library has been procured for the annual^report by adding 
the aooessioDs of each year to the nomber reported the previous 
year. In my report for 1859, I stated, that when the booki 
should all be arranged in their proper places upon the shelves 
and counted, considerable discrepancy might be expected betwe^ 
the aggregate obtained, as heretofore, from the accessions' cata- 
logue and that obtained by an actual count of the books. The 
principal sources of the variation are the binding of works in a 
different number of volumes from that in which they were por^ 
chased or presented, and in the loss and wearing out of books 
once upon the shelves and not replaced. 

I am this year able to give the number of volumes in the 
whole Library, from an actual counting of the books, namely: 

In the Upper Hall 64,156 

In the Lower Hall 19,161 

Duplicates and odd volumes . . . 3,008 

The Parker Library 11,061 

97,386 

From the above enumeration, it will be understood that all 
books lost or worn out and not replaced have been excluded. 

About 500 volumes of bound pamphlets are however included. 
They contain not less than 7,000 separate works, each of which is 
recorded distinctly under its author's name, iu the catalogue, and 
in the printed index. Besides the last named pamphlets, which 
are fully incorporated into the Library, there are, belonging to 
the institution, 27,381 unbound pamphlets, nearly all of which 
have been assorted into classes and catalogued upon slips. It is 
proposed, from time to time as opportunity and funds may allow, 
to select from these such as may appropriately be bound together 
or such as are of sufficient value to be bound separately, and thus 
place them upon the shelves as books. Meantime, it is impo^ 
tant to observe, they are so arranged and indexed as to be readily 
accessible, but in their present form, it is obvious, they cannot 
safely be e^^posed to much use. 
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By far the largest and most valuable of all the donations of 
hooks, e::cepting that of Mr. Bates, which the Public Library has 
yet received, is the collection bequeathed by the Bev. Theodoi'e 
Parker. Mention was made of thi» bequest in the last report 
The executors of Mr. Parker had communicated to the city gov- 
ernment Mrs. Parker's generous waiver of the right, given to her 
under her husband's will, to retain the Library or change its des- 
tination, and they had formally transferred the property. But 
the books could not be removed immediately. They were not 
brought to the Library till the month of June last. But, in the 
mean time, the whole collection was carefully examined and a list 
of the books made upon slips by one of the assistants in the 
Library, Mr. Auerbach, who has since that period been occupied 
in making out the full catalogue upon cards. 

The books are now placed upon the shelves temporarily. Mr. 
Parker's will does not indeed require, but it indicates a decided 
preference, that the Library should be kept together, and, even 
were this not the case, it would not probably be thought desira- 
ble to scatter to different parts of the building, a Library of such 
a character, received in such a manner. The work of making 
the full catalogue with the cross-references, cannot probably be 
finished for several months, and the permanent location of the 
books upon the shelves must be delayed till after the finishing 
of the catalogue. 

This Library contains 11,061 volumes, and 3,088 pamphlets. 
It is altogether a remarkable collection, one which it is difficult 
fairly to characterize in a few sentences, or to represent by speci- 
mens. It exhibits a wide field of scholarship, and shows a won- 
derful and minute familiarity with various departments. Those 
of theology and metaphysics, ethics, history, and modem litera- 
ture might be expected to be full, but those of the Greek and 
Latin classics and of the civil law are equally so; while many 
other departments of knowledge are well represented, and in 
every direction are to be found monuments of curious and recon- 
dite learning. Of course many of the common books which every 
person of wide culture must have around him are to be found 
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in this collection, and also the literary waife which come to ererj 
pablic man, but it is certainly remarkable how small a numb^ 
of duplicates this large accession brings to our Library. 

In books of reference, such as lexicons, vocabularies, and gram- 
mars, bibliographical dictionaries, gazetteers and atlases, ike Li- 
brary is very rich. There are more than fifty lexicons of varioos 
languages. For bulky and voluminous collections it is hardly 
to be expected that a private house can furnish room, aud it is 
for these that scholars look principally to public institutions, bat 
Mr. Parker's Library contained such works as Migne's Patrolo- 
gia, the Bibliotheca maxima veterum patrum, Erach and (xmWs 
Encyclopaedia, and not a few other similar works. 

It IB in truth a most valuable, important, and interesting ad- 
dition to the treasures of the Public Library, rendered more so 
by the fact now known to us, that Mr. Parker while year by yesr 
he was gathering it, kept its final destination steadily in view. 

During the year, 242 persons and public bodies have testified 
their good-will to the Library by presenting books and pam- 
phlets, many of which are of much value and interest 

A list of the donors is appended to this report, marked AA* 
Among them we are happy to call attention to the name of the 
present Emperor of the French, who has twice remembered the 
institution by presenting to it first a copy of ihe noble edition 
of the works of Napoleon I. from the imperial press, and afte^ 
wards a superb copy of his own works. 

Our continued acknowledgements are due also to the English 
Commissioners of Patents, for the presentation during the year 
of 68 additional volumes of .their magnificent publications — 33 
of which are of plates in folio. 

The increase of the permanent funds of the Library by the be- 
quest of $ 20,000 from the Hon. Jonathan Phillips in addition to 
the $ 10,000 given during his lifetime, and of $ 4,000 from MessrB. 
William Minot and William Minot, Jr., as executors of the will of 
Miss Mary P. Townsend, in this particular fully justify the re- 
mark which I made at the beginning of this report, that the ye«r 
had been one of remarkable prosperity to the Library. 
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The Library has been open daring the year 274 days, ana 
160,877 applications for books to be taken from the Lower Hall 
have been answered, making a daily average of 387.1. Last 
year the Library was open 297 days, and the aggregate circula- 
tion was 151,020, making a daily average of 508.5. The pre- 
vious year was the first in the new building, and the Library 
was open only 254 days, with an aggregate circulation of 
149,468, and a daily average of 588.4. The greatest number 
of books taken out any day this year was 1,803, on the 23d 
February — last year 1,052, on the 4th February — the year 
previous 1335, on the 5th March. 

This surely will be regarded as a very satisfactory statement 
The number of books lent out is considerably larger than for 
any previous year, and the daily average circulation is only 
one less than in any former report, and, if 4ihe issues from the 
Upper Hall during the few weeks it has been open for lending 
the books be taken into the account, the daily average will also 
be larger than ever before. The decrease of the circulation, 
last year, was, it is now evident, only temporary, and arose from 
other causes than any diminished interest or confidence in the 
library, or ajiy failure in its arrangements for the accommoda- 
tion of the public 

*The above statistics relate only to the Lower HalL The ag- 
gregate drcalation will doubtless be increased hereafter by the 
issues from the Upper Hall, now containing over 74,000 vol- 
umes, most of which can be borrowed for home use. Books were 
lent out from this part of the Library as soon as the arrange- 
ments for so doing could be completed and the number of bor- 
rowers has day by day increased ; but the earliest time when it 
▼as possible to lend out the books was so near to the period of 
the annual examination required by law, that it was thought best 
not to give special notice of opening, and to date the activity of 
this branch as a circulating library from the reopening of the 
building. It should be remarked, however, in this connection, 
that no such circulation can be expected as in the Lower Hall, 
becaose all the books, which it was supposed would be most fre- 

4 
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quently called for have been uniformly, and for that special rea- 
son, placed below, and will continue bo to be placed. It should 
also be stated that the Upper Hall has been freely open for the 
consultation of books, during the whole time that the Index to 
its contents has been in press, and that it h&s been much used. 
Some persons have been in the habit of spending several hours 
each day for months, in study and investigation among its 
treasures. 

The extensive circulation of the books among all classes of 
the community, is a remarkable and most pleasing feature of this 
institution. The great design of the establishment of a free 
Public Library, was to scatter its benefits among the homes of 
the people, and this design it has nobly fulfilled, and to an ex- 
tent of which its earliest and most sanguine friends did not 
dream. This result is sure. It is also conspicuous, and easily 
exhibited in statistics. 

But the other high purpose of the Library, rendering it the 
complement of the great system of public instruction for which 
Boston has so long and so justly been distinguished — that namely 
of making public, and entirely free provision for the widest intel- 
lectual culture — has not been forgotten nor ever neglected. Mr. 
Bates and other donors of permanent funds wisely stipulated that 
the proceeds of their endowments should be expended for bodks 
of solid and standard worth. The appropriations of the city 
government could thus be devoted to the purchase of books of 
immediate popularity and interest 

I would not by any means intimate that the bulk of the circu- 
lation is not of standard and valuable books. On the contrary, I 
believe that, in this respect, were it practicable to dassify the 
issues, it would be seen that the proportion of books of real and 
solid worth which have been distributed, — books of history, biog- 
raphy, travels, and science, — is larger here than in any other 
lending library, and that this proportion is annually increasing. 

So remarkable, however, is this circulation of the books, that 
we may be in danger of exhibiting it so prominently as to do in- 
justice to the institution, by conveying the impression that its 
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scope is more limited than it really is, and that its results are 
less permanent and valuable than showy and ephemeral. I have 
even heard the great result of the Library stated to be the lending 
of so many thousand volumes a year at a total cost to the city of 
so many thousand dollars. It is easy to see that such statements 
rest on a great misapprehension of the character of the Library, 
and involve much injustice to its purposes and resources ; for, in 
the first place, the circulating of books is but one way in which a 
library is useful ; and, in the second place, only a fraction of the 
expense of the library is inunediately connected with the circu- 
lation. 

More persons visit this library daily for other important pur- 
poses than for borrowing books for home use. The reading room 
is open daily thirteen hours. Its tables are supplied with one 
hundred and fifty of the best magazines and reviews in the world, 
and it is visited daily by hundreds of readers, intent as any one 
can see, from their quiet manner and steady application, upon 
substantial mental improvement 

The large library in the Upper Hall, too, is never without stu- 
dents, some of them with a large number of books open before 
them for comparison and minute investigation. The books of 
reference are in almost constant demand. Daily visits are made 
to the building for settling a single fact or ascertaining a date ; 
items which seem slight, but which may be of immense impor- 
tance. Of one set of books belonging to the Library, the Specifi- 
cations of English Patents, I am able to state that it has been 
consulted, since December last, by seventy-one different persons, 
often by the same person several days and even weeks in suc- 
cession. How great may be the pecuniary interests involved in 
these researches I cannot of course say, but they have often been 
represented to be of considerable magnitude. 

It should be borne in mind when estimating the relative im- 
portance of the lending out of books and of their use within the 
building, that institutions like the British Museum and the Astor 
Library, universally conceded to be among the most useful in the 
world, never allow their books to be taken from the building. 
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K the sole criterion of the excellence of a library is the nnm- 
l)er of its lendings, then is the smallest circulating library more 
valuable and useful than the British Museum. The Trustees 
could doubtlesg increase the circulation almost indefinitely, if they 
could divert the funds to buying only the last novelties in litera- 
ture, in hundreds or thousands of copies — either piling them up 
after a few weeks' use in dead masses which would soon fill several 
buildings like this, or selling, generally for mere nominal sums, 
books which were bought in the first flush of their success and of 
course at their best prices. The owners of circulating libraries 
are paid for the use of their books. The great glory of the frtt 
library is that it is^ree. It could not therefore demand money 
for the use of its books, and what it would receive from the sale 
of copies no longer desired by borrowers, would be but a fraction 
of their cost It is easy therefore to see that although an indi- 
vidual who gives out books on hire may make an immense estab- 
lishment, like Mudie's in London, profitable, competition in such 
business by the city would be in the last degree preposterous, to 
say nothing of the fact that, for the purpose of ofiering mere 
gratification to one class of the community, it would deprive all 
others of the great and truly substantial and permanent benefits 
of a real library ; one where every citizen educated in our public 
schools and appreciating knowledge, though he be poor and 
unable to purchase books for himself, may find not only lighter 
productions of the press for reading and recreation, but also 
works which have stood the test of time — of a few years or of 
many centuries — and which embody the thoughts, the facts, the 
arts, the principles, that have produced, that sustain, and that 
alone can advance civilization. 

But although mere extent of circulation is not the only test of 
the usefulness of a library, still in an establishment like this, pos- 
sessing books carefully selected for their intrinsic value as well 
as their immediate interest, a wide distribution of them for home 
use, is a very striking, important, and beneficent object, and one 
which should not be abandoned nor depreciated upon any hasty 
and inaccurate estimate of its expensiveness. 
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If any one desires to know what the circulation of our books 
actually costs, he must ascertain what it would cost to sustain 
such a library without lending the books, and deduct this sum 
from the whole amount now expended. The difference would be 
found to be but a fraction of the whole annual expenditure. The 
cost and value of this part of the service may b^ separately esti- 
mated and considered. If the benefits of the circulation are not 
thought to be sufficient to compensate for the outlay and incon- 
venience, the books can all be retained within the building and 
great permanent blessings still be dispensed from the institution. 
But I have no fear that, so long as the results continue to be 
such as they have thus far been, it will by any one be seriously 
proposed to abolish the drculation, though it should cost many 
times what it actually does. 

A strenuous and persevering effort has been made to furnish 
all truly valuable books in numbers sufficient to meet the perma- 
nent demand. Persons desiring books and being disappointed 
in finding them are invited by one of the printed rules and have 
repeatedly been requested in other ways to make known their 
wants, and I believe that in every case the book has been pur- 
chased, unless there were some special reason for its rejection. 

I desire also to say, that examinations made for a week at a 
time at three different periods during the year, establish the fact 
that the number of applicants who leave the library without a book, 
is reduced to less than three per cent, and nearly all of these it 
is believed asked only for common novels. This is a remarkable 
fiBct, when it is considered that nearly 600 cards are presented 
daily for books, and that almost all the disappointment is con- 
fined to those who ask for books which can easily be procured 
dsewhere. 

The library is visited daily by more than 1,000 persons for 
literary or scientific purposes, and it is certainly matter for con- 
gratulation if not more than 20 or 30 of these find their visits 
fruitless ; particularly if the object of these 20 or 30 is of no 
greater consequence than has been mentioned. 

It is apposite and pleasant to mention here that during this 
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time of general anxiety the Pnblic Library has been found a 
ready and most cheering resource and has been gratefully 
recognized as such by very large numbers of our citizens. 
Notwithstanding the absence of so many as have left the city 
for service in the national armies, the number resorting to the 
library has consj^ntly and largely increased. 

It will also be gratifying to many of our citizens to know that 
the various missionary, charitable, and sanitary enterprises con- 
ducted within the city have derived and acknowledged much 
assistance from the library. 

During the year, 4,522 new names have been inscribed upon 
the Register, making a total of 22,660 who have secured the 
privileges of the Library by subscribing a promise to conform 
to its rules and regulations, this being the only condition 
required. 

The large circulation which has been reported has not been 
attained without some loss and injury of books. It is impossible 
to give at present an exact statement of the number actually 
lost, inasmuch as full returns of notices issued have not yet been 
received. The number of books unaccounted for, to-day, is 340, 
which will doubtless be considerably diminished within a few 
days; 119 of the 262 books reported missing last year have 
since been recovered. The final loss this year will not perhaps 
vary materially from the average of former years. 

About 81 dollars have been collected in fines, and this sum 
would go far towards replacing the books which have been 
lost 

The number of books worn out this year in the service is 261, 
of which 157 have been replaced. The whole number condemned 
as no longer fit for use since opening the library in this building, 
is 661. Of these, 432 have been replaced. 

Four hundred and forty duplicates were by special permission 
of the City Council, sent in June last to troops from the city of 
Boston in the service of the United States, and we have received 
assurances that they proved acceptable and useful. 

The fourth Supplement to the Index of the Lower Hall, con- 
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taining 1,382 volumes placed on the shelves of that department 
since last Deoemher, is printed, and will be ready for distribution 
on the reopening of the Library. 

The library was closed for the annual examination on the 21st 
of October, and in consequence of the repairs in progress under 
the direction of the Committee of the City Council on Public 
Buildings, it cannot safely be opened before Monday next, the 
11th of November. 

The organization of the Library may now be considered com- 
plete. The system of administration in all respects is established. 
It is gratifying to be able to say that it works well. The multi- 
farious operations continually in progress move forward with reg- 
ularity and harmony. No arrears accumulate, and it is believed 
no part of the business is slighted. It has required vigorous and 
persevering exertion, to select, purchase, arrange, catalogue, 
and to prepare and print the Index, and at the same time allow 
the free use of the books, and keep up an immense circulation of 
them. The great struggle and the great expense were, however, 
at the outset, and have now in a good degree been met Hence- 
forward, it will be a comparatively easy task to keep the collec- 
tion in order and to incorporate accessions, except when, as during 
the present year, we are so fortunate as to receive a large library 
at once by bequest. 

The account of the Library for the year would not be full with- 
out recording the completion of the printed Index to the Upper 
HalL The Catalogue and Index with all the other apparatus for 
the right ordering and proper care of the Library, the Accessions 
Catalogue, the Card Catalogue, the abbreviated titles upon slips 
and the Shelf-lists, with the purpose and necessity of each, have 
been repeatedly described in the various reports of the Trustees 
and Examining Committees, and in those which I have had the 
honor to present. Yet it may perhaps be thought proper to state 
at this time, in some detail, the principles upon which they have 
been constructed, and the design which has, from the commence- 
ment of the library, been kept steadily in view, with respect to 
the furnishing of ample means for rendering all accumulations 
in the highest degree useful to the public 
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The Catalogue proper is in manuBcript, upon cards of uniform 
size, arranged in compact and convenient order for daily use. 
These cards contain, in one alphabetical series, the titles in full, 
under the names of authors, with cross-references from the 
names of subjects treated of, and from important catch words of 
titles. Contents of collections are set forth with fulness and care. 
Each article of the contents is also entered on a card under its 
author's name. Cross-references are frequently made from the 
subjects of separate articles. Bibliographical notes are often ap- 
pended to titles. In short, every effort has been made to render 
this card catalogue such as to meet as far as could reasonably be 
expected, the wants of every investigator. It is connected, too, 
by a system of numbering with the subsidiary records of the 
Library, (such as the Accessions' Catalogue, the Shelf Lists and 
the Fund-books,) so that reference to them is easy for all addi* 
tional information which they can give. Nothing short of what 
thiA card catalogue ia in it» plan, can ever be regarded as en- 
tirely satisfactory for a great public library. Less extensive 
provisions are frequently found to be defective, — sometimes la- 
lamentably defective. But such a catalogue, remaining in man- 
uscript, is necessarily of very restricted accessibility. If printed 
entire it would be, even for a library no larger than this, too 
bulky and expensive for wide circulation. 

These considerations dictated the plan of the printed Index, 
designed to offer to the public, in form not too large for conven* 
ience, and with such an arrangement as can easily be understood, 
the most important facilities for research. Its preparation con- 
sisted in the selection, abridgment, and arrangement of materi- 
als furnished by the card catalogue, which is, and must remain, 
the basis of all helps to the use of this library. The guiding 
and controlling principle in the construction of this Index was 
the practical convenience of the thousands (some of them not 
well versed in the processes of investigation) who were to use 
the books. To this principle all bibliographical theories and 
systems have been held subordinate. But a strenuous effort was 
still made not entirely to lose sight of anything deemed essential 
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to a good catalogne. The words of the titles which are retained 
after the abridgment, are the very words of the book itself, 
their order and grammatical dependence being, except in rare 
instances, unchanged. Deviations are indicated by the use of 
brackets. 

The work purports to be rather an Index than a Catalogue. 
The titles are abridged as much as was deemed allowable, but 
the contents of collections are liberally displayed, and have also 
been entered under their authors' names ; because the several 
works in such collections might almost as well not be in the 
library as not to be set forth in the catalogue. A limit must 
indeed be placed to the application of this principle, — a limit 
which it is frequently impossible to determine by rule, and 
which must often be left to the best judgment that can be given 
to each case as it occurs. 

Uniformity in this matter would require either the entire rejec- 
tion of contents, or their admission in many cases where they 
will not be found. If the reason for rejection is not always ap* 
parent, the benefit of admission will at least not be questioned. 
The contents of periodicals have not been admitted. They are 
too voluminous, most of the series have copious and well ar- 
ranged indexes, and the excellent general work of Mr. Poole 
covers the most important part of the field. 

The transactions of learned societies ought indeed to be thus 
catalogued. But the 'task would be very great, the persons to 
consult t^rm comparatively few, and the guides to their use 
famished by Beuss and others, to be found in the Library, are 
very elaborate, and well known to those interested in scientific 
pursuits. Besides, the sets belonging to the Public Library 
are not all perfect, and many important series are entirely 
wanting. 

It is matter of special regret that the contents of the Docu- 
ments of the City of Boston and of the State of Massachusetts 
could not be given at length. But the sets in the Public Library 
are too deficient in the early volumes to make it, for the pres- 
ent, possible. It is hoped, however, that ere long the sets may 
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be made complete, and that the contentfi may in an early 
supplement, or in some subsequent edition of the index, be fully 
exhibited 

The indexes to the Sessional Papers of the British Parliament, 
and to the Congressional Documents of the United States might 
not indeed be expected in such a publication, where, however, 
from the space they occupy, they constitute a prominent feature. 
These series, comprising more than 3,000 volumes, form in mass 
no inconsiderable portion of the Library. They contain reports 
and papers of great value. The need of some small and conven- 
ient guide to their almost buried contenta has been widely fel^ 
and has been especially noticed here, on account of the fulness 
of our sets and of the position of this Library. Indeed, were it 
only to save the time which would here be required for directing 
research among these documents it would have been worth the 
labor of making these indexes. But it is believed they will 
be found of use to readers not only in this Library but in 
others. 

I feel solicitous, however, that the plan in this particular 
should not be misunderstood nor judged by an unfair standard. 
An index to these voluminous documents, satisfactory in all re- 
spects, it were preposterous to expect within the limits of a few 
pages. What has been attempted is an alphabetical arrange- 
ment of the subjects of those classes of papers which are of 
public and permanent interest, with such references as are appli- 
cable to all sets of these works, — the whole condeiyed to the 
utmost 

A perfect index to these papers would make many volumes 
each larger than the one which the Trustees have been been able 
to offer to the public for the books in the Upper Hall. 

With regard to the whole subject of documents and of publica- 
tions requiring much labor and room for their appropriate exhi- 
bition, it may be well to suggest, that when the Library shall 
have become so large that its catalogue cannot be contained in a 
single volume, these topics may appropriately be separat^cd from 
the titles of books and be brought together in a supplement by 
themselves. 
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In this Index, as in the catalogue upon cards, the books are 
recorded, not only under the names of their authors, but also, 
in the briefest form and without imprint, under the English 
words denoting their subjects, and offcen besides under important 
catch words of the titles. 

Authors of the same name are carefully discriminated. Al- 
though initials, only, of Christian names could be given, these 
are, it is hoped, exact, and in the vernacular of the authors. 

The names of authors and the words denoting subjects are 
arranged in one alphabet A system of classification, however, 
runs through the whole grouping of the titles by subjects. It is 
not intended to be conspicuous, and the usefulness of any part 
does not depend upon a previous study of the whole, or of any 
bibliographical system. But, it may be well to state in this con- 
nection, that the general principle adopted was to place the books 
under the most specific subjects expressed or indicated in the 
titles, and to avoid as far as possible all inconvenience, by re- 
ferring to all other words used as headings intimately connected 
with the word at the head of the article, whether as synonyms 
or as the names of branches of the general subject No refers 
ences were made from specific to general headings. For example, 
under the word Natural Philosophy reference would be made to 
Physics, as a synonymous word, and to Magnetism as a branch 
of physics, but not from magnetism to physics, (a more generic 
term), because it might fairly be supposed, that any one wish- 
ing to know all the library contained upon magnetism would 
know that the subject would be treated in general works upon 
physics. And although it might also be true, that every one 
would know that magnetism is one of the branches of physics, it 
might still be a branch not represented by any separate book in 
the library, and therefore its name might not appear as a head- 
ing in the index. Reference would be made only to such 
branches as are represented in the library by monographs. 

Pamphlets are not, for the most part, included among the 
works grouped by subjects. They are generally recorded but 
once, and then under the name of the author. Nor are the 



36 CITY DOCUMENT. — No. 68. 

separate articles contained in collections placed under their 
subjects, but only as contents under the general title of the 
collection, and as works under the names of their respective au- 
thors. They are however included as subjects within the plan 
of the Card Catalogue. 

Entire uniformity and unfailing good judgment and accuracy 
in the execution of such a work are not to be expected, espe- 
cially where the details are of necessity intrusted to many hands. 
It is needful here to state only what has been aimed at and with 
faithfulness pursued. 

In bringing to a dose the protracted labors, the result of which 
is exhibited in the printed indexes, it is impossible to avoid a 
painful sense of irregularities and imperfections in the work. 
They will find most charity from those who have themselves 
attempted similar tasks. 

Those who think that a work to be used by so many should be 
trustworthy for all, and who at the same time can appreciate the 
labor implied in its execution, will surely ask no apology for 
time occupied in making it 

Whilst the Index has been in press, and particularly within 
the last six months, a large number of books have been received, 
whose titles could not be printed in their proper alphabetical 
order. It will soon, therefore, be necessary to issue supplements* 
One may perhaps be devoted to the Parker Library. But neither 
the time required for their preparation nor the size of the sup- 
plements will bear the same proportion to the number of books 
recorded, as in the Index already printed, in which have been set 
forth the contents of most of the great and voluminous collections 
constituting the first acquisitions and the most important posscsr 
flions of every great public library. 

In concluding this report, I am happy to bear witness, as 
heretofore, to the industry, efiiciency, and zeal of those who have 
been employed in the library under my direction. I am also 
proud to say that the year has witnessed no disorderly conduct 
of any kind among the hundreds of thousands who have visited 
the building, and that no force nor show of force has been found 
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in any instance necessary to secure this good order. Indeed, I 
think there is no one of the public institutions of Boston, numer- 
ous and distinguished as they are, to which at any hour of any 
day, a citizen may introduce a stranger with greater confidence 
that in this respect, at least, our city will compare favorably 
with any other in the world, particularly while he can state 
that a decade has not elapsed since the first foundations of the 
Library were laid. 

I present herewith a statement, marked BB, of the expendi* 
tures of the Library for the year ending 1 November, 1861. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. C. JEWETT, 

Superintendent. 
5 Ncveniberj 1-861. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 

Far one year^ from November 1, 1860, to October 31, 1861, 

inehmve. 

Binding . . $ 1,172 88 

Books 4,514 30 

Expense, including repairs, tools, water, etc . 619 98 

Fuel 870 23 

Furniture and fixtures 138 65 

Gas . . 803 50 

Printing 5,606 89 

Salaries 11,917 73 

Stationery 311 21 

Transportation, including insurance, postage, etc 338 35 

$26,293 72 
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CITY OF BOSTON 



Public Library, 3 December, 1864. 

His Honor Frederic W. Lincoln, Jr., Mayor of tlie City 
of Boston : — 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to jou, herewith, the 
Twelfth Annual Beport of the Trustees of the Public Library, 
prepared in obedience to the fourth section of the Ordinance 
relative to the Public Library, passed on the 20th of October, 
1863. 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

CHARLES C. JEWETT, 

Secretary of the Board of Trustees. 



TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



In obedience to the fourth section of the Ordinance 
of 20th October, 1863, in relation to the Public Li- 
brary, the Trustees submit to the City Council their 
Twelfth Annual 

REPORT. 

The Ordinance directs that a Committee shall be 
annually appointed by the Trustees, consisting of five 
citizens at large with a member of the Board to act as 
chairman, who shall be invited to examine the Library 
and make report of its condition. The members of the 
Committee for the present year are Rev. H, W. Foote, 
Wm. F. Fowle, Esq., A. A. Gould, M. D., J. L. Lit- 
tle, Esq., and Thomas Minns, Esq.; the Hon. W. W. 
Clapp, Jr., acting as chairman. The Report of this 
Committee, with that of the Superintendent of the Li- 
brary, respectively marked A and B, is herewith sub- 
mitted. 

The Trustees refer with satisfaction to these reports 
as affording a comprehensive and detailed view of the 
present state of the institution, and as containing full 
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. information with respect to its several departments, its 
administration, and the practical results attained. They 
are not aware that further explanations are needed, on 
the part of the Trustees, in reference to any of these 
points. They will only remark, in general, that they 
believe no public library in the world could furnish an 
account of operations, in some respects so satisfactory, 
particularly in the number of persons resorting to it and 
enjoying its benefits. An average daily resort of about 
one thousand persons coming to the Library for liter- 
ary purposes, occasionally swelled to two thousand, in 
addition to those who come from mere curiosity, the 
Trustees take to be wholly without a parallel in the 
history of similar institutions. 

The most important occurrence of the year is the 
decease of the munificent benefactor of the Library, 
Joshua Bates, Esq., of London. On the receipt of the 
tidings of this event, resolutions were unanimously 
adopted by the Trustees, expressive of their feeh'ngs on 
the melancholy occasion, and of their respect for his 
memory. A copy of these resolutions, marked C, ac- 
companies this Report, but gratitude demands of the 
Trustees a more particular reference to the career and 
character of one justly recognized by them as the 
Founder of the Institution. 

Mr. Bates was born at Weymouth, in the neighbor- 
hood of Boston, in 1788, the only son of Col. Joshua 
Bates of that place. The family was among the first 
that emigrated from the parent country to New Eng- 
land, the name appearing among the settlers of Ply- 
mouth County as early as 1633 ; and it has held a 
respectable position in the community from that time 
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to this. At the age of fifteen, Mr. Bates entered the 
connting-house of William R. Gray, Esq., the oldest 
son of the Hon. William Gray, well remembered as the 
first merchant of New England, in the last generation, 
Mr. Bates's aptitude for business and solid qualities of 
character soon attracted the notice and secured the 
confidence of Mr. Gray, Sen. After leaving the count- 
ing-house of Mr. William R. Gray, on becoming of 
age, Mr. Bates formed a connection in trade with a 
former shipmaster in Mr. William Gray's service. 
The commercial world was at that time in a very 
critical state. The British orders in Council, and the 
French Imperial decrees, had swept the neutral com- 
merce of the United States from the ocean, war was 
impending and was soon declared, and the house of 
Beckford and Bates, young beginners, was one of 
thousands that went down in the crash. None but 
the most solid fortunes were able to withstand the 
pressure of the times. 

This seemingly disastrous commencement of his ca- 
reer, was in reality the starting-point of his prosperous 
fortunes. It in no degree impaired Mr. Gray's con- 
fidence either in his intelligence or probity, and he was 
before long sent by him to Europe, as his general 
agent, for the superintendence of his affairs. Mr. Gray 
was at that time the largest ship-owner in the country, 
having usually between thirty and forty square-rigged 
vessels afloat. It will readily be seen that the trust re- 
posed in his agent, not yet thirty years of age, was of 
the most onerous and responsible character. Fixing 
his head-quarters at London, he visited the ports of the 
Continent, whenever the arrival of Mr. Gray's vessels 
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required his presence. It need hardly be said, that 
nothing short of great general intelligence and un- 
usual business capacity would have \^een adequate to 
the management of affairs so extensive and compli- 
cated, to the satisfaction of his employer. 

It was on a visit to Havre, to superintend the dis- 
posal of two cargoes of cotton, that an incident took 
place, which gave a new direction and a decisive shape 
to Mr. Bates's career. It is worthy to be placed on 
record, as a very instructive example of the importance 
of such demeanor and conduct, on the part of those en- 
tering life, as are calculated at once to inspire the con- 
fidence of persons more advanced in years. Having 
applied to an American house at Havre, to know if 
they would make any deduction from the usual com- 
mission on the consignment of the expected cargoes, 
Mr. Bates was answered in the negative. He then 
went, with the same application, to the Havre branch 
of the house of Hope & Co. There his appearance and 
conversation produced so favorable an impression, that 
a considerable reduction of the usual commission was 
promised, on condition that Mr. Bates would remain 
and give his personal aid in the disposal of the cotton. 
After this agreement was entered into, Mr. Bates stated 
that he had demanded the reduction from no selfish 
motive, as he was compensated by a fixed salary, and 
that all the benefit of the abatement would accrue to 
Mr. Gray. The heads of the house, having supposed 
that he was bargaining for himself, were of course 
most favorably impressed with the integrity of the 
agent, in appropriating to the benefit of his prin- 
cipal, what, with a less scrupulous morality, he could 



.PUBLIC LIBRARY, 9 

— and they, perhaps, had thought he would — re- 
tain for himself. In the course of the conversation 
he had incident Uy remarked, that, in the interval be- 
fore the arrival of the vessels, he should like to pass a 
few days at Paris. 

There was present in the counting-room, during the 
interview, a person advanced in years, who, though 
apparently absorbed in reading a newspaper, had in 
reality listened to the conversation. It was M. Peter 
Caesar Labouchere, related by marriage to the Baring 
family, and the senior member of the great house of 
Hope & Co., at Amsterdam. Highly pleased with 
the appearance and demeanor of Mr. Bates, who 
had expressed a wish to visit Paris, whither he 
was himself going, M. Labouchere proposed to him to 
take a seat in his post-chaise. The three days' journey 
afforded ample opportimity for cultivating the acquaint- 
ance so auspiciously commenced between the veteran 
merchant and the young American ; and when they 
parted in Paris, M. Labouchere said to Mr. Bates, that 
if, at any future time, he found himself in need of 
counsel or aid, they should not be wanting. An as- 
surance like this, made by the head of one of the 
first commercial houses in Europe, was well cal- 
culated to inspire the person to whom it was addressed 
with a generous ambition, and lofty views of success in 
Ufe. It also proves, in a very striking manner, that 
Mr. Bates must, in his maimers and conversation, have 
carried with him an all-powerful letter of recom- 
mendation. 

An opportunity soon occurred of putting the sin- 

2 
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cerity of M. Labouchere's offers to the test. The 
failure of Mr. Samuel Williams, the wealthy American 
banker and merchant, in London, in^ 1826, created a 
very desirable opening for any successor possessed of 
adequate capital. Mr. Bates felt himself competent to 
the place in every other respect, and wrote to M. 
Labouchere for his counsel, as to the expediency of at- 
tempting to take advantage of this occurrence. M. 
Labouchere advised him to await awhile the develop- 
ment of affairs, but, in order to enable him to take ad- 
vantage of any contingency, placed to his credit with 
the Barings, the sum of twenty thousand pounds. A 
partnership was soon formed between Mr. John Bar- 
ing (the son of Sir Thomas) and Mr. Bates, and the 
American business passed rapidly into their hands. 
This connectioji lasted two years, when Mr. John 
Baring and Mr. Bates were admitted as partners to the 
house of Baring Bros. & Co., of which in the course 
of time Mr. Bates became the senior member, and 
in which he acquired his colossal fortune. 

The importance of this connection in the commer- 
cial world needs no comment. It may be suflScient to 
say, that Mr. Bates sustained himself, in the new and 
responsible position, to the entire satisfaction of his 
associates, and eminently to the advantage of his 
countrymen having business relations abroad. His sa- 
gacious foresight contributed largely to carry the house 
triumphantly through the crisis of 1837 ; and on more 
than one important occasion he was examined by par- 
liamentary committees. To enumerate his acts of kind- 
ness to individuals would be to repeat the names of a 
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very considerable number of the American travellers in 
Europe. The house of the Barings having been the 
bankers of the United States from the organization of 
the Government, with the exception of a short period 
under Presidents Jackson and Van Buren, the judg- 
ment of Mr. Bates, as an intelligent and patriotic 
American citizen, was of course highly important, in 
conducting the correspondence of the house with the 
Treasury, 

A full biographical memoir of Mr. Bates would form 
a very instructive work for young men entering on a 
business life*, but would greatly exceed the limits of 
this Report. To one important incident of a public na- 
ture, allusion may properly be made. The diplomatic 
intercourse between the governments of the United 
States and Great Britian, since the peace of 1815, had 
become encumbered with a multitude of pecuniary 
claims of the citizens of either country against the 
government of the other. Many of these were of a 
complicated character. As it was of course impossible 
to subject them to legal adjudication, they formed a 
constant source of disagreement, and often of unpleas- 
ant correspondence, between the two governments, 
usually with no other result than that each successive 
minister at London and Washington, was required to 
take up and study the various questions de novo, gen- 
erally leaving them, where they were left by his prede- 
cessor. In the last winter of Mr. Fillmore's administra- 
tion, a movement was made, in the Department of State, 
to remedy this evil. The American minister in Lon- 
don (Mr. Joseph R. IngersoU) was instructed to propose 
a joint commission for a settlement of all these claims. 
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This overture was readily embraced by Great Britain, 
and a convention was promptly negotiated. It pro- 
vided for the appointment of a commissioner and agent 
on each side, and for the choice of an umpire to decide 
the questions on which the commissioners might dis- 
agree. Ex-President Van Buren, then in Florence, 
was, in the first instance, selected as umpire, and he . 
having declined the appointment, the choice fell on 
Mr. Bates. 

The claims submitted to the commissioners were 
over one himdred in number. Many of them required 
but little investigation and were soon disposed of, while 
others, though clear as to principles, were rendered 
doubtful and difficult by conflicting and uncertain tes- 
timony. A third class involved important questions of 
international law, and had been strenuously contested 
between the two governments for nearly thirty years. 
The amount claimed ran into the millions, but was re- 
duced by the awards to about % 600,000, which was 
about equally divided between the two countries. It 
devolved upon Mr. Bates as umpire to decide the most 
difficult casejs, and this delicate office was performed by 
him, it is believed, to the satisfaction of both govern- 
ments. Some of his decisions contain compendious 
discussions of important questions in the law of na- 
tions, and show the extent, to which a clear judgment, 
aided by practical knowledge of affairs, though without 
professional training, may be trusted for a sound opin- 
ion even on questions that involve theoretical diffi- 
culties. 

His personal character, wealth, and connection with 
the house of the Barings (of which the senior mem- 
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ber, Mr. Alexander Baring, was raised to the peerage 
as Lord Ashburton, in 1835) gave Mr. Bates facility of 
access to the highest circles of English society. He 
had, however, as little leisure as taste for fashionable 
life, and his habits and maimers retained imimpaired 
the simplicity of his earlier fortunes. He greatly rel- 
ished the intercourse of an intelligent select circle, and 
was never happier than in dispensing a generous hos- 
pitality alike to natives and foreigners. Among his 
near neighbors, at his country house at East Sheen, was 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, who delighted to bring his 
lofty and often paradoxical generalizations to the 
touchstone of Mr. Bates's sterling common sense and 
practical discernment. The present Emperor of the 
French, during his exile in London, was much in the 
intimacy of Mr. Bates, who entertained a very favorable 
opinion of the future sovereign, not yet clothed with the 
prestige of success. It is equally to the credit of Louis 
Napoleon that, in the apogee of his fortunes, he won 
the esteem of a man like Mr. Bates, and that their 
friendly relations survived his elevation to the throne. 

A great sorrow clouded his domestic relations in 
early life. His only son, while passing the holidays 
with a schoolmate in the country, was killed by the ac- 
cidental discharge of his companion's gun. Mr. Bates's 
only daughter, the wife of Mr. Sylvain Van de Weyer, 
for many years and still the Belgian Minister in Lon- 
don, survives her father. 

Reflecting honor as a countryman on his native State, 
and upon this community in which he passed his early 
years, it is nevertheless as the founder of the Public 
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Library, that Mr. Bates possesses his highest tifile to the 
grateful remembrance of the citizens of Boston. 

It would not probably be easy to fix a date to the 
first suggestion of a public library in this city. It was 
an idea sure to present itself to the minds of reflecting 
persons, with the increase of population and wealth, 
and it was a subject of serious consideration in public- 
spirited circles above thirty years ago. In 1843, in re- 
turn for a present of books, which had been sent from 
Boston to the Municipal Council of Paris, a number of 
valuable works were received from that distinguished 
body, through M. Vattemare, in pursuance of his sys- 
tem of international exchanges. From that time up 
to the year 1852 committees on the subject of a pubUc 
library were appointed, and donations of books and 
money made and promised by several individuals, which 
resulted in the collection of a moderate number of vol- 
umes deposited in an upper room in the City Hall. 
These books were not allowed to circulate among the 
citizens at large, and little use was made of them on 
the premises. 

In February, 1852, the attention of the City Govern- 
ment was called to the subject by a special message 
from Mayor Seaver. This message was referred to the 
Committee on the Library, who, on the 29th of April, 
submitted a Report, in conformity with the recommen- 
dations of the Mayor. A Librarian and Board of Trus- 
tees were now elected, and the Trustees were "re- 
quested to report to the City Council upon the objects 
to be attained by the establishment of a public library, 
and the means of effecting them." The report of this 
Committee was made on the 6th of July, and in Au- 
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gust following, the rooms on the ground floor of the 
Adams School-house, in Mason Street, were granted for 
the use of the embryo institution. The collection of 
books in the possession of the city, was, however, as 
yet too inconsiderable to make it worth while to re- 
move it from the City Hall, and open it to the public 
use. 

A copy of the Report just mentioned was trans- 
mitted with other city documents to the House of the 
Barings, with whom the City Government was then 
negotiating the water-loan, and it attracted the notice 
of Mr. Bates. He saw in it the opening for the foun- 
dation of a public library in the City of Boston on prin- 
ciples somewhat novel, and which would afford to 
young men those means and opportunities for improv- 
ing their minds and passing their leisure hours profit- 
ably, of which he had himself sorely felt the want in 
his youth. He accordingly, by a letter addressed to 
the Mayor, of the 1st of October, 1852, announced his 
willingness to make a donation, which would enable 
the city " to establish the library at once." It was in 
the following terms. 

LoNBOK, 1 Oct. 1852. 

** Dear Sir : I am indebted to you for a copy of the Eeport 
of the Trustees of the Public Library for the City of Boston, 
which I have perused with great interest, being impressed with 
the importance to rising and future generations of such a Li- 
brary as is recommended ; and while I am sure that, in a liberal 
and wealthy community like that of Boston, there will be no 
want of funds to carry out the recommendations of the Trustees, 
it may accelerate its accomplishment and establish the Library at 
once, on a scale to do credit to the city, if I am allowed to pay 
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for the books required, which I am quite willing to do, — leav- 
ing to the city to provide the building and take care of the ex- 
penses. 

The onlj condition that I ask is, that the building shall be 
such as to be an ornament to the city, — that there shall be a 
room for one hundred to one hundred and fifty persons to sit at 
reading-tables, — that it shall be perfectly free to all, with no 
other restrictions than may be necessary for the preservation of 
the books. What the building may cost, I am unable to es- 
timate, but the books, counting additions during my lifetime, — 
I estimate at $ 50,000, which I shall gladly contribute, and 
consider it but a small return for the many acts of confi- 
dence and kindness which I have received from my many 
friends in your city. 

Believe me, Dear Sir, very truly yours, 

JOSHUA BATES. 

Benjamin Seayer, Esq., Mayor of the City of Boston. 

This oflFer was gratefully accepted by the City Gov- 
ernment, and Mr. Bates, having been requested by the 
Trustees to allow his generous donation to be funded, 
and the interest only to be expended in the purchase of 
books of permanent value, cheerfully gave his consent 
to this arrangement, and by a letter of the 10th March, 
1853, authorized the Mayor to draw upon him for 
{5550,000. 

The requisite preparations being completed, the 
Reading Room was opened in Mason Street, in March, 
1854; and in a few weeks the Library, with a printed 
Catalogue, was opened for the circulation of books. 

These arrangements were all understood to be tem- 
porary and provisional. On the 27th Nov. 1855, the 
City Council adopted an Ordinance, creating a Board of 
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CommjHoners for the erection of a library building in 
Boylstoir Street, and on receiving information that it 
was in satisfactory progress, Mr. Bates, by a letter of 
the 6th Sept. 1855, announced his intention, in addi- 
tion to his former donation, " to purchase and present to 
the city a considerable number of books in trust," for 
the purposes of the Public Library. The intended 
amount of this second donation was not indicated, but it 
actually reached the sum of $ 50,000. The comer-stone 
of the new building was laid on the 1 7th of September, 
1855, and on the same day and month of the year 
1858, the Reading Room was opened in it. On the nth 
of December following, the Library was opened for use, 
with a Catalogue only of the Lower Hall. The formal 
dedication of the edifice took place on the first of Jan- 
uary, 1858, and in July, 1861, the Catalogue of the 
books in the Upper Hall — a work of immense labor 
— being completed, the entire Library was opened to 
the public. 

It is not the purpose of the foregoing sketch to nar- 
rate in full the history of the Library, which is recorded 
in greater detail in the Appendix to the account of the 
Dedication. It is here intended only to set forth Mr. 
Bates's connection with the establishment of the Institu- 
tion. From the facts stated it will be seen, that his 
original endowment of $50,000, gave the first eflFective 
impulse to the foundation of the Library on its present 
broad basis, and, with his second donation to the same 
amount, so far transcends in importance all earlier gifts 
of books or money, however liberal, as to entitle him to 
be considered the Founder of the Institution. As such 
the Trustees have recognized him, in their resolution 

3 
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above referred to, unanimously adopted onHceiving 
information of his decease, and as such he^nll be 
gratefully remembered by the citizens of Boston in all 
coming time. 

In concluding this Report, the Trustees are happy in 
being able again to bear witness to the diligence and 
fideUty of those connected with the administration of 
the Library. It will be readily inferred from the num- 
ber of those who visit the Institution, of the books bor- 
rowed and returned, and of the new volumes added to 
the Library, that a vast amount of work is daily per- 
formed within its walls. The Trustees are satisfied 
that in no public institution is it performed with 
greater punctuality and cheerfulness, or with more 
satisfactory results.* 

Respectfully submitted by 

EDWARD EVERETT, 
GEO. TICKNOR, 
J. P. BIGELOW, 
NATHL. B. SHURTLEFF, 
WM. W. GREENOUGH, 
W. W. CLAPP, Jr., 
P. T. JACKSON. 

Public Library, November 26, 1864. 

* When this Report wa& prepared, the interesting pamphlet containing the 
** Tribute to Joshua Bates by Boston merchants,*' had not been seen by the 
writer. 
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REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE. 



The Committee of Examination , appointed to make the 
Annual Examination of the Library, have attended to a duty 
which it is pleasant to discharge, there being so many evidences 
of the good which the institution is accomplishing under the 
guidance of gentlemen who, appreciating the liberality of 
the Ci^ Council, and the responsibility reposed in them by 
beneficent donors, labor with unceasing zeal to build up, for the 
benefit of the present and future generations, this great temple 
of literary culture and mental improvement. 

The statistics fumished by the Superintendent, supply us 
with the gratifying fact that, notwithstanding the unsettled con- 
dition of the public mind, incidental to dvil war, the demands 
upon the Library are yearly increasing ; many, no doubt, finding 
on its shelves the means of alleviating those pangs which are 
caused by the absence in the field, of husbands, brothers, and 
sons. Each day some gratifying incident occurs, illustrating 
the great power for good which this Library is accomplishing ; 
and when it is known that on the average nearly a thousand per- 
sons each day enter its portals, to take out or consult books, or 
read the periodicals, it Is evident that the Institution is already 
accomplishing a mission^ and has to-day attained to a position of 
usefulness which was not anticipated at so early a date in its 
history by those most sanguine at its inauguration. We may 
congratulate the dty upon the freedom which Is afforded to 
every resident to enjoy, to the fullest extent, the advantages 
which are sought for within ,Its walls ; for no public library, with- 
in our knowledge, is opened to applicants more hours in the day. 
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or has attained to so wide a popularity among those who fre- 
quent it. The system of obtaining books is simple, and but 
little time is required to secure the volume desired. The Bead- 
ing Room, which is one of the most attractive departments, is 
appreciated, affording to the poorest artisan the opportunity, 
which would otherwise be confined to the rich, to consult the 
weekly and monthly record, foreign and domestic, of the pro- 
gress making in arts, sciences, and manufactures; often en- 
abling an humble mechanic to obtain information of some new 
discovery in mechanics, or some new principle applicable 
to the industrial pursuit in which he is engaged, before it has at- 
tracted the attention of his employer. The current intelligence 
of the day flows into the minds of the people, giving new im- 
pulses to the brain and quickening the best energies of men ; and 
it is, therefore, on this account, that we recommend that the 
Reading Room should be made the receptacle of all magazines, 
at home and abroad, which may prove sources of literary enter- 
tainment, or, what is still more valuable, contribute to the well- 
being of the laboring classes, by bringing constantly before them 
the news which has a direct bearing upon the avocations in 
which they are engaged. 

There is, perhaps, an erroneous impression, too prevalent in 
our community, that there is necessarily an incompatibility in 
creating a Library of Reference, and in making a Collection of 
books which shall be valuable to scholars, and at the same time 
giving to the Library that class of books termed *' popular," 
which are supposed to be most in demand. In the manage- 
ment of this Library, a wise course has been pursued ; for, while 
it has been the aim of the Trustees to meet the demand for 
popular books, they have not omitted to place on its shelves 
volumes which give it a paramount and ever-increasing influ- 
ence. The beneficence of its donors enables the Trustees to 
seek in every market of the world those volumes which are 
considered standard authority upon all subjects ; while the gifts 
of friends are daily enriching its Catalogue with volumes that, 
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within a few years, will only be found within the walls of this 
and similar institutions. The Library is not so rich in some de- 
partments as might be wished ; but when we remember its small 
beginning, and look at what has already been accomplished, we 
have abundant assurance that it only requires time to make 
good all present defects. The Trustees have, indeed, made most 
excellent use of the resources at their command ; but we cannot 
forbear expressing the hope that the liberality of the city, or of 
public-spirited individuals, may enable them to procure at an early 
day an ample collection of those books in the department of 
bibliography, greatly needed by the guardians of the Library 
to aid them in their official labors. 

We find much to commend in the system adopted for receiv- 
ing, recording, and cataloguing the books which are purchased 
for the Library ; and it is with pleasure that we approve the steps 
now taken, to open in proper form, a set of books, giving with 
accuracy the financial condition of the various funds. 

The cleanliness which marks every department, from cellar to 
attic, reflects credit upon the janitor. We trust that, at no very 
distant day, the much-needed improvement may be made of 
substituting steam-heating apparatus for the present coal fur- 
naces, the advantages being very manifest in a building devoted 
to euch purposes as this. 

Congratulating the City Council upon the gentlemen and 
ladies, who so faithfully fulfil their important duties, that any 
change in any of the heads would be an almost irreparable loss, 
we respectfully submit this Report. 

W. W. CLAPP, Jr., Chairman. 
HENRY W. FOOTE, 
W. F. FOWLE, 
A. A. GOULD, 
JAS. L. LITTLE, 
THOMAS MINNS. 

Public Library, November 11, 1864. 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. 



To THE Trustees of the Public Library of the Citt 
OF Boston: — 

GENTLEBfEN : In compliance with a reqnireinent of the 
<' By-Laws relative to the Trustees and Officers of the Public 
Libraiy," I have the honor to present to you a Report upon 
the condition and increase of the Library during the year 
ending the first of September, 1864. 

I am happy and proud to be able, this year as last, to preface 
the details whidi it is my duty to present, with the general state- 
ment, that during the continuance of the vast national struggle 
upon which this city has so nobly lavished her choicest gifts, 
there has been no diminution of interest in the Public Library, 
but on the other hand progress, at an increasing rate, in all 
that pertains to its material prosperity and its educational use- 
fulness. 

INCREASE. 

During the year, 6,226 books, 2,939 pamphlets, 367 maps and 
charts, 887 separate papers, 29 engravings, and a lithographic 
stone, containing designs relating to the life of t^ranklin, have 
been added to the Library. 

Of these, 1,081 books, 2,772 pamphlets, 224 maps, and all 
the other articles enumerated, are due to the liberality of 219 
individuals and societies. A list of the donors is appended to 
this Beport, and marked AA. 
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The number of books purchased during the year, is 5,145. 
This is above the average for former years. 

Among the donations, I would especially mention the con- 
tinuation of the magnificent and important work often alluded 
to in former Eeports, the specifications and drawings of English 
patents, published and presented by the Commissioners of Patents 
of Great Britain ; two hundred and five charts, firom the U. S. 
Coast Survey, the value and importance of which have been 
enhanced to us by the care of the Superintendent, Dr. Bache, 
and the assistant, Mr. Hilgard, in completing our set, and fur- 
nishing us with interesting notes relative to the details of this 
great national work ; the donation of pamphlets, some of which 
are rare and curious, by Mrs. Lunt, of Quincy ; and, particularly, 
a unique and valuable collection of books, 160 in number, rela- 
tive to the Provencal language and literature, presented by Mr. 
Ticknor. This collection, besides the scarce and costly works of 
Bastero, Gratien-Amould, and others, equally rare, comprises 74 
volumes of the ** Recueil " of the ** Academie des jeux floraux " 
at Toulouse, published between the years 1732 and 1863. 
This publication was commenced in 1696, and has been contin- 
ued (generally one volume a year) , but with some interrup- 
tions, till the present time. So large a part of a complete set it 
is extremely rare to meet with in any library. Indeed, I can 
find no record of another set as full. 



FRESENT EXTENT OF THE COLLECTIONS. 

The Library contains at present, — 

a 

Books in the Upper Hall (henceforward, by order of the Trus- 
tees, to be knovm and designated as Bates 
Hall, in honor of the founder of the Li- 
brary), • 93,342 volumes 

In the Lower Hall 23,592 



Total 116,934 



(C 



c< 
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These are all bound volumes, but above 2,000 of them are 
pamphlets of cousequence, separately bound, and 5,116 are du- 
plicates and odd volumes, placed by themselves, to be exchanged 
or sold. 

Besides these, the Library possesses a large number of unbound 
pamphlets. According to the enumeration continued from year 
to year, after deducting those separately bound, the present col- 
lection numbers 31,837. Many of these are odd numbers of 
periodicals, and numerous copies of the same publications. 
The superfluous copies have been taken out and assorted, and the 
remainder are conveniently arranged, and are made available by 
an alphabetical list on slips, upon each of which the location of 
the pamphlet is noted, so that it can be readily found. Many 
of them are duplicates of pamphlets already bound, because they 
are important^ and placed as books in the Library. More than 
1,500 of the most valuable historical and biographical pamphlets, 
and works of Boston authors, have during the year been selected 
out to be separately bound. 

Of the duplicates reported last year, several hundred have 
been exchanged for valuable works, which have been credited to 
the donors of the books disposed of. Some three hundred du- 
plicates have also been added to the list. But the aggregate 
reported this year is smaller than that of the last year. A list 
of the duplicates has been printed, not including, however, the 
imperfect sets of periodicals, and the odd volumes. Opportuni- 
ties are frequently occurring for exchanges of a few volumes at 
a time, but it is difficult to dispose of large numbers of books in 
this way. Few libraries possess among their duplicates any 
considerable number of books not already on our shelves. The 
process of negotiation, of assigning to donors books of equal 
value with those presented by them, and of making the requisite 
entries in our Accessions Catalogue, is a slow one, and, during 
the progress of printing the large Supplement, now in press, it 
is almost impossible to bestow upon a system of exchanges the | 
requisite amount of labor. The books, however, though not 
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accomplishing tbeir legitimate purpose of usefulness, are not at 
present troublesome. We have shelf-room for them. They 
are so placed that any one of them can readily be found, and the 
printed list affords every ne^ed facility for disposing of them as 
opportunities may occur. 

Books which are duplicates of those already in the Library 
are constantly presented ; generally, of late, with the understand- 
ing that they may be disposed of in any way most advanta- 
geous to the institution. K sold, the proceeds would have to be 
paid into the City Treasury, and could not be employed in pro- 
curing other books to be credited to the donors. In view of the 
difficulties of making exchanges, and the constant accumulation 
of books which it is not expedient to retain, I would suggest the 
propriety of requestmg from the City Government permission to 
sell, by private sale or by auctio^,. books not needed, and to use 
the money thus obtained in purchasing other books to be credit- 
ed to the persons through whose liberality these purchases have 
been made. This seems but justice to the original liberal do- 
nors. 

Besides the books and pamphlets included in the preceding 
statements, and a number of engravings, broadsides, and other 
articles, the Library contains about 500 maps, most of which are 
modem and important. 

USE OF THE LIBRARY. 

During the year, 4,758 applications for cards to take out 
book§ have been answered, making the whole number of per- 
sons who have signed the promise to obey the rules of the Li- 
brary, and who have thus acquired the right to enjoy its privileges, 
35,239. The number of new signatures is larger than in any 
year since I860. 

The number of lendings of books for home use was 184,035, 

a number considerably larger than in any preceding year. The 

number lent from the Upper, or Bates Hall, was 7,468 against 

4 
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5,222 for last year. The number used in the Hall, 11»057» 
against 7,124, last year. It should be stated, however, that the 
statistics of last year covered a period of only 10 months. The 
Reading Room has been frequented as heretofore. 

The average daily circulation throughout the year was 664 
.34. The largest reported any previous year was 643.56. The 
largest circulation in one day was 1,424 on the 27th of Feb- 
ruary. This is larger than on any preceding day in the history 
of the Library, except the 1st of March, 1862, when 1,517 
books were given out ; and the 7th of February, 1863, when 
1,534 lendings were reported. 

There were, on an average, throughout the year, 302 daily 
visitors in the Reading Room, and 202 in Bates Hall, making, 
with those who came to borrow books for home use, an average 
daily number of 1,128 frequenters of the Library. On some 
days it has been ascertained that more than two thousand persoas 
have come to the Library for literary purposes, besides those 
who came from mere curiosity. 

These results are truly gratifying. They show that the suc- 
cess of the Library is not attributable to transient interest in a 
new experiment, but to the fact that it was founded upon a 
widely felt need of such a resource for general popular educa- 
tion and culture. 

The foUowincr statement shows the relative use of different 
classes of books in Bates Hall, during the year : — 

English History and Literature . . . 16 per cent. 
Useful Arts and Fine Arts . . . .12 

Theology and Ethics • . • . 11 

American History and Literature ... 8} 

French " ** . . . 7i 

Periodicals ....... 6 

Mathematical and Physical Sciences . . 5i 

Medicine 5 

General BBstory ..... 4J 
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Natural History • . . . 


4 per cent. 


Greek and Latin Classics 


3i •' » 


Oriental History and Literature 


. 3i *« " 


Bibliography ...... 


3 ** *' 


Italian History and Literature 


2i ** " 


German '* *• . . 


2 ** ** 


T^aw ..•••.. 


2 ** ** 


Transactions of Learned Societies 


U •* '' 


Miscellaneous . . • • . 


. f - - 



LOSSES AND INJURIES. 



The number of books reported as missing from the Lower 
Hall, is 432. I regret to notice that this is above the average 
of former years. Of the 234 reported as missing last year, 
39 have been regained. The amount collected in fines is 
$126.37. 

In examining the collections in Bates Hall, 15 books were 
found to be missing from their places, and they have not yet 
been accounted for. Only two of them had been charged to 
visitors during the year. The annual scrutiny of the Library 
is very close and careful, and it seems scarcely possible that a 
loss can occur without being noticed. Still, books are occa- 
sionally misplaced and forced in behind others, where they re- 
main a longer or shorter period undiscovered. Most of the 
books now missing are, it is believed, thus misplaced. The ab- 
sence of a few of them, however, cannot well be accounted for 
in this way, and leads to painful suspicions. The public are 
excluded from the alcoves, and no one has been admitted to 
them except under circumstances which seem to preclude the 
possibility of theft. It is true that the books missing are none 
of them rare, or of much pecuniary value, but it is very un- 
satisfactory, under the strict police of this Hall, to lose a single 
book, however unimportant it may be. 

The books lent from this Hall have almost without exception 
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been used with care, and the whole collection is in exceUent 
condition. 

I regret to say, that the appearance of the books in the Low- 
er Hall does not show the improvement I had hoped for, in the 
carefulness of their treatment by borrowers. I apprehend 
that the time may come when it will be necessary to make more 
stringent regulations for the distribution of the books, and to 
adopt some measures for detecting those persons who deface 
and mutilate this portion of the public property. 

The real cost to the city of replacing the books lost and ren- 
dered unfit for use is not indeed large, and almost any restric- 
tions will, it has been feared, operate to the disadvantage of the 
innocent, and of many for who*se benefit it is most desirable to 
care. Still, the continuance of discreditable practices on the 
part of borrowers, and their full extent should not be concealed, 
nor should it be supposed that the evil is irremediable. 

I have thought it might be well to employ for a time, a suffi- 
cient number of persons, to examine carefully in some one al- 
cove selected for the trial, every book, both before it is lent out, 
and after it is returned, till some of the borrowers who persist 
in disregarding their own honor and the public rights, are dis- 
covered. I am not prepared to recommend this measure at 
present, but I have deemed it my duty again to call attention 
thus formally and emphatically to the subject, in the hope that 
the necessity of any measure of the kind suggested, may yet be 
obviated. 

THE CATALOGUES. 

A Supplement to the Index of the Lower Hall has been 
printed, containing the additions for the year. A new edition 
of the Index to the Upper, or Bates Hall, has also been printed 
from the original stereotype plates. 

The new Supplement for this Hall is now in the press. The 
printing, owing to various unavoidable delays, was at first very 
slow, but it is now proceeding more rapidly. This Supple- 
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ment will be more than half as large as the large original Index. 
Numerous additions have been made to it since the printing was 
conimenced. More than 1,500 pamphlets, which have been se- 
lected from the mass, as important enough to be bound, are re- 
corded in this Index. These comprise all we possess of tracts 
published by Boston authors, or relating to the affairs of the 
city. 

m 

When this Supplement is finished the whole Library, both in 
the Bates and Lower Halls, except books that may be received 
during the progress of the printing, will be entered in the 
printed Index. This is very important for the public, and for 
the free use of the Library. But the Index to the Lower Hall 
will remain in the original publication of 1858, and no less than 
seven Supplements to it. It seems necessary that these should 
be combined in one alphabet, and this task should be commenced 
as soon as possible after the publication of the large Supplement 
for Bates Hall. The public convenience requires it. 

It is unnecessary perhaps to add, that the Card Catalogue, 
which is the basis of the printed Index, and of what is most 
important in the administration of the Library, has been regular- 
ly kept up to the last accessions ; so also have the Accessions 
Catalogue, and Shelf-lists. In short, no arrears in any part of 
the library-work have been allowed to accumulate. 

ADMINISTBATION. 

It is very seldom that an important establishment of any 
kind rises in a few years from small beginnings to a magnitude 
like that of the Public Library, without finding it indispensable 
to revise some of its early arrangements, or even to adopt entire- 
ly new systems of administration. The great and rapid develop- 
ment of this institution was, however, anticipated from the first, 
and most of the plans were wisely made, as far as was possible, 
so as to be capable of unlimited expansion. The importance 
of this forecast can hardly be over-estimated. 
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In consequence of the great increase of work in many 
branches of the service, it has been found necessary during the 
last year, to make a new division of labor, but it has been a 
mere change in administrative details, and does not involve any 
substantial modifications of plans of organization. 

The system of keeping the accounts has, however, long been 
found ill-suited to furnish the information often suddenly needed. 
The whole plan has, therefore, been remodelled. It is believed 
that the one now adopted will be found in every way convenient 
and satisfactory, and that it will meet the demands of the in- 
stitution in its largest expansion. 

Throughout the year the persons employed under my direc- 
tion have faithfully and with zealous interest performed the 
labors assigned to them, the amount of which can only be fully 
appreciated by those, who, having had'experience of such work, 
can examine the results here attained. 

I will only add, in conclusion, that the good order which has 
characterized the institution from the first, has in no case been 
interrupted during the last year. Among the throngs who daily 
visit the Library, no cases of wanton injury or intentional rude- 
ness have occurred, — no avoidable noise even, except very rare- 
ly an unconscious loudness of voice on the part of a visitor 
has been heard. Entire stillness is of course impossible in 
large halls with marble floors, filled often with deeply interested 
visitors, and where the business of delivering and receiving 
bcfoks, of answering inquiries, and of performing many of the 
practical operations of the Library, must be continually con- 
ducted. 

The usual statement of accounts is appended to this Report, 
and marked BB. 

Respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES C. JEWETT, Superintendent. 

Public Libbabt, 18 Octoberi 1864. 



[AA] 



LIST OF DONORS. 

Bates, Joshua, London 1 50,000 

Bigelow, Hon, John P. . . • • 1,000 

FranUinClub 1,000 

Lawrence, Hon. Abbott . . . . 10,000 

Phillips, Hon. Jonathan 30,000 

Townsend, Mary P 4,000 

The interest of these donations, with the exception of that of 
the Townsend Fund, (which is invested in a mortgage at six 
per cent.,) has been paid in gold at the rate of five per cent, 
per annum. 



Abbott, Ezra, 

Adams, Rev. N., D. D., 

Adams, Mrs. Sarah M., 

Agassiz, L., Prof., Cambridge, 

Albany Female Academy, 

Albany Young Men's Association, 

Allan, George H., 

Allen, Joseph H., 

American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, 

American Anti-slavery Society, 

American Bag^ist Missionary Union, 

American Education Society, 

American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, 

American Unitarian Association, 

Anonymous, 1 Paper. 



VolB. Famphs, 

1 

3 
143 76 
1 
1 
1 
5 

2 

2 

10 3 

1 

1 

10 

79 
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Volt. PftBipbi. 


Appleton, W. S., 






AtkinHon; Edward, 


1 


5 


Atwood, Charles, 


13 


16 


Avery, Abraham, 


1 




Balfour, David M., 


1 




Barnard, Hon. Henry, Hartford, 




1 


Barnard, James M., 6 Papers. 


59 


67 


Bardett, Hon. J. R., Providence, 


1 


1 


Bates, Samuel P., Harrisburg, Pa., 


1 




Biddefofd Public Library, 


1 




Black, James, Lancaster, Pa., 




1 


Boston, City of. 


11 


5 


Boston Athenaeum, 


5 


1 


Boston Gas Light Company, 


4 




Boston Provident Association, 




6 


Bogart, W. H., 




1 


Bond, George P., 




3 


Bowditch, H. I., M. D., 




25 


Bowditch Library, 


1 


3 


Bradlee, Rev. Caleb Davis, 


10 


37 


Buckingham, Joseph T., Sons of. 


16 




Burgess, Rev. Ebenezer, 


1 


« 


Bumham,T. 0. H. P., 


17 




Burroughs, Rev. Henry, 


1 




Butler Hospital for the Insane, Providence, 




1 


California, Adjutant-General of, 


1 




Cama, M. H., 


1 




Capen, John, 


43 




Capen, Mrs. Lemuel, 


3 


30 


Cavalcante, S. Albuquerque, through J. McMuUen, 


1 




Chambers, George, E., Philadelphia,' 


1 




Charlestown Public Library, 




1 


Child, Henry Dorr, 8 Maps. 


1 




Christ Church, Longwood, 


1 




Christem, F. W., New York, 


2 




Cincinnati Mercantile Library Association, 




1 


Clark, Roxanna M., 




1 


Cleveland, Charles D., 


1 




Coggeshall, W. T., 




1 


Colcord, S. M., 


1 




Congregational Board of Publication, 


1 
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Vols, ramphs. 



Coxe, Samuel N., 




1 




Cozz^s, William C, 




1 




Cranch, .William G., Washington, D. C, 






5 


Curtis, Cynthia, 




1 




Curtis, Thomas B., 






1 


Daley, Hon. C. P., New York, 




1 


2 


Dana, R. H., Jr., 






1 


De Vries, Ibarra & Co., 




3 




Dorr, James A,, New York, 




1 




Draper, Warren F., Andover, 






1 


Dyer, Thomas S., 




1 




Edinburgh Royal Society, 




2 




Essex Institute, Salem, 




3 


6 


Everett, Hon. Edward, 




25 


291 


Farwell, J. E. & Co., 






8 


Foley, William J., 




1 


27 


Foster, Hon. L. S., 






1 


Friese, Frederick, 




1 




FuUer, F., 




5 


25 


Fuller, R. F., 




1 




Garrison, Wendell Phillips, 




6 




Gay, Mrs. George, 92 


Papers. 


59 


122 


Goldsmith, Seth, 






4 


Great Britain. Commissioners of Patents, 




79 




Green, Samuel A., M. D., 




1 




Greenough, W. W., 302 


Papers. 


9 


203 


Hague, William, D. D., 




1 




Hale, George S., 1 ancient Paper. 






Hall, Charles B., 






6 


Hall, W. W., M. D., 






13 


Harvard College, Cambridge, 






1 


Haskins, Rev. D. G.y 






1 


Hasted, Frederick, 




2 


7 


Hilgard, J. E., Washington, D. C, 






1 


Holland, Rev. F. W., 




1 




Homans, J. Smith, New York, 




1 


4 


Hooper, Hon. Samuel, 




8 




Huntington, Rev. F. D., 






1 


Indiana, Adjutant-General of. 




1 




International Exchange, 


1 
1 


4 




Ives, William J., Buffalo, 

5 


1 
1 
1 


1 


1 
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10 Papers. 
1 Map. 



Kentucky, Adjutant-General of, 
Ladreyt, E. M., 
Langworthy, Rev. Isaac P., 
Lawrence, Abbott, 
Lawrence, T. B., 
London, Corporation of, 
London. Royal Society, 
London. Royal Astronomical Society, 
London. Royal Geographical Society, 
Loring, Charles G., 
Loring, F. W., 
Loring, J. Spear, 
Lowell, City of, 
Lowell City Library, 
Lunt, Mrs. William P., Quincy, 
McAlvin, John, 
McCleary, Samuel F., 
Manchester Free Library, 
Massachusetts, State of, 
Massachusetts Sabbath School Society, 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 
Merrill, George, 
Mitchell, E. L., 
Morgan, Henry J., Quebec, 
Moore, C. W., 
Murdock, A. W. and W. A., Lithographic stone 
containing designs illustrating the life of Franklin. 
Myers, Hon. Leonard, 
Napoleon IH, Emperor of the French, 
New Bedford Public Library, 
New York, Adjutant-General of. 
New York Bellevue Hospital, Medical College, 
New York Chamber of Commerce, 
New York Mercantile Library Association, 
New Nation, Publishers of. New York, 18 Papers, 
Olmstead, J. W., 

Onderdonk, Henry, Jr., Jamaica, L. I., 
Otis, Mary, 
Owens, S. M., 
Parker, Henry T., 
Parker, Mrs. Lydia D., 



Vols- FuDphk 

1 



1 
1 
1 



2 
1 
1 

1 
4 
2 

5 

1 
1 
1 

18 

1 
1 

6 
1 



2 
1 
2 

2 
1 

1 
1 

1 

16 

2 



47 



10 
4 
1 

31 

1 
323 



12 



1 

1 

125 

3 

56 
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Parker, Theodore, Library of, 

Peabody Institute, .South Danvers, 

Perkins, Augustus T., 

Perry, W, S., . 

Pennsylvania Institute for the Instruction of the Blind, 

Phiibrick, John D., 

PhiUips, Wendell, 

Phillips Academy, Andover, Trustees of, 

Picard, William, Cadiz, 

Potter, Hon. E. R., Ejngston, B. I., 

Providence, City of, 

Punchard, Rev. George, 

Punchard, Miss K. M., 

Quebec Literary and Historical Society, 

Bamsay, Cyrus, M. D., 

Redpath, James, 

Renard, Dr., Moscow, 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 

Rhode Island Grand Lodge of Masons, 

Richardson, Elizabeth, 

Roberts Brothers, 

Rochester Athenseum, 

Roelker, Bernard, 

Salem Athenaeum, 

San Francisco Mercantile Library Association, 

Saturday Express, 12 Papers. 

Schenectady. Yassar Female College, 

Searle, George W., 

Segar, Hon. Joseph, 

Shaw, Dr. B. S., 

Smith, C. C, 

Snow, Edwin M., M. D., 

Sokovnin, Captam, Russia, 

Sparks, J., 

Spencer, W. V., 

Storer, H. R., M. D., 

Streeter, Sebastian F., 

Sturgis, Robert, 

Sumner, Hon. Charles, 

Tappan, John, 

Thomas, J. Nichols, Providence, R. I., 

Thompson, Newell A., 



Vols. Pampha. 

1 



2 
1 
1 
2 
5 



1 
2 



1 
1 
2 



1 
9 

3 

84 

1 



10 



13 
1 

11 
1 



5 
1 



1 
2 



1 
2 
1 
1 



2 
3 

16 

9 
825 
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3 Papers. 



205 Charts. 



Bureau of Navigation » 
Coast Survey, 
Department of State, 
Library of Congress, 
Naval Observatory, • 

Navy Department, Wm. Faxon, 
Navy Department, 10 Maps. 

Ordnance Bureau, 
Treasury Department, 



Thurston, G. H., 
Ticknor, George, 
Tincker, Mary Agnes, 
Tolman & Co., 
Toner, J. M., M. D., 
Torrey, J. G., 
Treadwell, Prof. Daniel, 
United States, 
United States- 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
Upham, Wilh'am P., 
Upton, George B., 
Urbino, S., 

Vienna, K. K. Geol. Reichsanstalt, 
Vinton, Frederic, 
Walley, Hon S. H., 
Warren, Hon. C. H., 
Warren, J. M., M. X>., 
Warren, William, Brighton, 

Warren & Co., 396 Papers. 

Washington. Smithsonian Institution, 
Wells, Rev. E. M. P., 
Whipple, E. P., 

Whitney, Rev. Frederic A., Longwood, 29 Papers. 
Willis, Nathaniel, 47 Papers. 

Wilmington Institute, 
Wilson, Hon. Henry, 
Winthrop, Hon. R. C, 
Wisconsin, Adjutant-General of, 
Worcester Free Library, 

Worthington & Flanders, Pub. of the Traveller, 
Wright, Elizur, 
Wright & Potter, 



Vols. Pamphi. 

I 1 

194 
2 

1 
11 
1 
2 
1 

4 
1 
1 
1 

6 
2 

1 
11 



1 

12 

.3 

7 

1 



1 
4 
1 

54 
1 



4 
2 

9 



3 
38 
26 



64 
7 
1 

57 
1 
2 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 

For one year ^ from Sept 1, 1863, to August 31, 1864, 

inclusive. 

Binding, $1,141 42 

Books, American, $4,690.18; Remittances for 

foreign books, $8,423.31, . . . 13,113 49 

Catalogue, ....... 1,493 60 

Expense, . • 790 81 

Fuel, 1,317 01 

Furniture and Fixtures, .... 221 68 

Gas, 1,115 30 

Printing, 547 29 

Salaries, 12,192 90 

Stationery, 664 42 

Transportation, 191 36 

$32,789 28 
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RESOLUTIONS 

ADOPTED BT THB TBUSTKSS, ON BKCEIYIirO NOTICE OF THE DEATH Or 

JOSHUA BATES, Esq. 

At a special meeting of the Trustees of the Public Library on 
the 13th Oct. 1864, the President laid before the Trustees a copy 
of a letter from Thomas Baring, Esq,, M. P., to S. G. Ward, 
Esq. of this city, agent of the house of Messrs. Baring Bros. 
& Ck)., containing information of the death of Joshua Bates, 
Esq., the senior partner of the house, at London, 24th of Sept. 
last ; whereupon, on motion of the President, it was 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Trustees of the Publio Library 
have received, with the sincerest emotion, the tidings of the death of 
their hooored and beloved countryman, Joshua Bates, Esq., a man 
known and respected in both hemispheres, and whose loss will not easily 
be supplied in Europe or America ; whose character, in all respects pure 
and exemplary, was marked equally by the most endearing domestic 
and social qualities, and by that dear intelligence, sound judgment, 
executive force, and sterling worth, which enabled him not only to 
achieve extraordinary success in life, but to render important services 
to his fellow-men in the widest fields of action. 

The Trustees, with gratitude to his memory, look back upon the 
numberless acts of disinterested service, personal kindness, and unsoli- 
cited generosity, extended during his long career to his countrymen 
abroad, and they contemplate with pride and thankfulness his important 
agency in preserving and strengthening the ties of good will between 



PUBLIC LIBRARY. 39 

the kindred countries. Especially in the trying times which have come 
upon ns, they honor the 'pare patriotism which glowed in his heart 
and guided his conduct, rebuking disloyalty and rebellion, and counter- 
acting, in no small degree, the sinister foreign influences employed in 
the unworthy attempt to break down the nationality of the United 
States. 

That, as a duty incumbent peculiarly on the Trustees, they desire, on 
this occasion, to commemorate the liberality of Mr. Bates, in the en- 
dowment of the Boston Public Library, in which he was actuated by 
the earnest desire that his fellow-citizens of Boston, in all coming 
time, should enjoy those early advantages of mental culture, which 
fortune denied to him ; and while the Trustees bear in grateful remem- 
brance the bounties of a long list of Patrons of the Institution, they 
cheerfully accord to him, as by far its largest benefactor, — both for 
the magnitude and judicious appropriation of his gifts, and for the 
deep interest which ho took in its prosperity from the outset, the name 
and honors of the Founder of the Boston Public Library. 

Resolved, That in consideration of the great value of Mr. Bates's 
donations in money and books, the large hall of the Library be hence- 
forward known and designated as Bates Hall. 

Resolved, That a copy of this tribute to the memory of our munifi- 
cent Founder be transmitted to the family of Mr. Bates, and to the 
house of Messrs. Baring Bro& k Co., with the assurance of our sincere 
sympathy. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be conspicuously entered upon the 
Records of the Libraiy, and that the Secretaiy be requested to cause 
a separate copy of the letters of Mr. Bates, and all other documents 
pertaining to his endowment, to be made, that the same may be held in 
distinct and perpetual remembrance. 

Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be communicated to his 
Honor the Mayor, for the information of the City Council. 

A true copy, — Attest : 

C. C. JEWETT, Secretary. 
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PuBUC LiBRABT, November 22, 1866. 

Bis Honor Frederic W. Lincoln^ Jr.^ Mayor of the City of Boston : 

Sm: I have the honor to transmit to you, herewith, the 
Fourteenth Annnal Report of the Trustees of the Pablic 
Library, prepared in obedience to the fourth section of the 
Ordinance relative to the Public Library, passed on the 20th 
of October, 1863. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES C. JEWETT, 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees, 



FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 



or THX 



TEUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRMY. 



In obedience to the requisitions of an Ordinance con- 
cerning the Public Library, passed October 20, 1863, the 
Trustees have the honor to submit to the City Council 
their Fourteenth Annual 

REPORT. 

The year which has passed has witnessed greater 
industry and more labor in all branches of the library 
service than during any previous year of its history. 
The details of this work are fully given in the documents 
accompanying this Report, which are worthy the eyeful 
attention of every friend of the institution. Every fact, 
which will show the use as well as the abuse of its 
privileges, deserves thoughtful examination, not only in 
reference to its present administration, but also in regard 
to the future good will of the citizens and residents to 
whom its treasures are intrusted. 

The first of these documents, appended to this Report, 
and marked A, proceeds from the Examining Committee, 
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appointed under the 6th section of the Ordinance, and 
consisting of five citizens at large, with a member of the 
Board of Trustees as Chairman. The Committee for the 
present year are, James M. Barnard, Esq., Rev. Henry 
M. Dexter, D. D., Walbridge A. Field, Esq., Loring 
Lothrop, Esq., Dr. Francis Minot, with Greorge Ticknor, 
Esq., as Chairman. The fidelity and minuteness with 
which these gentlemen have pursued their investigations 
will be best appreciated by those having knowledge of 
the history, wants, and rapid development of the Library. 
No committee for many years, if ever, has given so 
much time and patient consideration to the annual 
examination. 

The second of these documents, marked B, is pre- 
sented by the officer directly in charge of the institution. 
It embraces full details of every department, with all the 
statistics and figures necessary to. a full understanding of 
the present condition of the Library. We think that it 
will be found to contain more information of importance 
to the City Council and to the citizens, than is to be 
found in any previous Report from the same hand. No 
one can finish its perusal without forming a just estima- 
tion of the difficulty of reconciling the largest possible 
use of the books and periodicals with that degree of 
safety which the Trustees are bound to provide. 

By the third section of the Ordinance under the pro- 
visions of which the Library is administered, the Trustees 
are required to enumerate, for the information of the 
City CoimcU, certain facts which are always given by 
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the Examining Committee and by the Superintendent 
with more fuhiess of statement than is desirable from 
the Trustees. " The condition of the Library, the num- 
ber of books that have been added during the past year, 
with an account of the receipts and expenditures," will 
all appear with sufficient distinctness in the documents 
which form part of this Report, without repetition here. 
It may be remarked, however, that the library year, so 
far as the Annual Beport is concerned, does not corre- 
spond with the fiscal year of the City ; and that, there- 
fore, the only correct information as to its real financial 
position is to be obtaiued from the Reports of the City 
Auditor, with whose figures, taken monthly, it is, per- 
haps, unnecessary to remark, the accounts of the insti- 
tution must necessarily agree. 

By far the most important of the acquisitions of the 
Library during the past year has been the collection of 
books, heretofore in charge of the Deacons of the Old 
South Church, and known as the Prince Library. The 
agreement under which it was intrusted to our care is 
printed with the documents accompanying the Report of 
the Superintendent. Of the collection itself, it is not too 
much to say, that it forms an invaluable addition to our 
resources. The original publications relating to early 
American history have, year by year, become so costly, 
as to place them almost beyond the reach by purchase 
of any public institution with limited resources. When 
this collection has been arranged in proper condition for 
public inspection, according to the terms of its deposit, 
it will be found to contain but few volumes which had 
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previously been upon the shelves of a library already 
comprising nearly 130,000 volumes — and but few that 
are contained in other libraries of this vicinity. 

The magnificent silver vase presented by public sub- 
scription in 1835 to the Hon. Daniel Webster, has been 
given by a few of our citizens to the City of Boston, to 
be forever kept in the Public Library. As a testimonial 
honorable alike to the great statesman, and to the 
community which had so largely reaped the benefit of 
his intellectual labors, it is a part of the history of the 
City, and as such deserves a position of permanent 
deposit, where it may be seen by future generations. 
The measures adopted by the City Government to insure 
its safety will, it is presumed, be entirely sufficient — 
and such regulations, governing its exhibition, will be 
made by the Trustees, as will tend to secure the same 
result. 

• 

In considering the circulation of the Library during 
the past year, it is apparent that the use of the better 
class of books has increased, although the whole number 
of books taken out is a few less than in the previous 
year — the number being 193,197, or 1,430 only less than 
in 1865. When it is recollected that the novels, which 
had been filled up to about 6,000 volumes when the 
Library re-opened in September, and of which a larger 
use is made than of the other classes of books of the 
Lower Hall, were necessarily withheld for some time from 
circulation, in order to prepare suitable Finding Lists, it 
will readily be seen that this fact alone accounts for the 
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numerical decrease. Still farther, since the investigations 
conducted at the time of the annual examination dis- 
closed that, previous to August Ist, but 4,965 of the 7,672 
volumes of novels on the Shelf-lists were upon the shelves, 
and in proper condition for general use, there must 
necessarily have been an increased circulation of other 
classes of books. It is in many respects fortunate that 
the wear and tear of the Library falls mainly upon the 
class of works of the smallest relative importance among 
its possessions, and which can generally be so readily 
replaced when worn out or lost. 

The attention of the City Council is respectfully 
desired to the statement of facts relative to the practical 
operation of the new systems of delivery, both in the 
Reading Room and in the Library. It will be seen that 
while the public have been denied no desirable privi- 
lege, the Library has largely gained in order, system, 
knowledge of its visitors, protection of its property, and 
in the statistics needed for its careful and efficient ad- 
ministration. It will also be seen, that, while no plan 
of general circulation can insure the return of every 
volume loaned, under the present arrangement each 
book will* be definitely traced at the very date when it 
should be made apparent that it has not been returned 
by the individual to whom it is charged. The return of 
the book, or its equivalent in value, is secured from every 
honest borrower, while the dishonest or unfaithful 
borrower will be cut off from a further enjoyment of 
the benefits of the institution. It is perhaps too much 
to expect, however desirable such a result might be, 
that among the midtitudes enjoying the blessings of the 

2 
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Library, every one should feel that the books were as 
much a trust to each and all of the inhabitants of 
Boston, as they are to the Board of Trustees, to whose 
care they are specially committed. 

Experience alone can determine whether further 
changes will be needed in the systems at present in 
successful use. The Library has grown so enormously, 
and its uses and abuses have sprung up so rapidly, that 
it is not strange that the difficulties of its proper adminis- 
tration have proportionately increased. That these have 
been in some degree surmounted is apparent from the 
fact that the institution was never before doing such 
good service to the community for whose improvement it 
was founded. A larger use would undoubtedly be made 
of the books in the Bates HaU had not an unfounded 
impression got abroad that they were for consultation 
and not for circulation. This mistake, however, is gradu- 
ally correcting itself, as its visitors become more frequent. 

In conclusion, the Trustees would renewedly commend 
the institution to the City Council, with the assurance 
that it never was in better condition to answer the 
expectations of the public, and to administer to the 
intellectual wants of every class of our population. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by ' 

WM. W. GREENOUGH, 
GEO. TICKNOR, 
J. P. BIGELOW, 
NATH'L B. SHURTLEFP, 
HENRY I. BOWDITCH, 
JOHN S. TYLER, 
JOSEPH STORY. 

Public Library, 16rA Nov.^ 1866. 



[A] 



REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE. 



The Examining Committee appointed for the year 1866| in 
obedience to the Ordinance establishing a Public Library, ask 
leave to 

BBPORT. 

FiBST, concerning the Books, always the main object cmd interest 
ofeoery such institution, whether their acquisition be regarded, or the 
use that is made of them ctfierwards. 

The whole number of volumes in the Library, as returned by 
its officers, exceeds, at this moment, one hundred and thirty 
thousand. Above twenty-four thousand of them are in the Lower 
Hall, being the popular books which are oftenest wanted, and 
which are therefore placed where they will be most easily and 
pleasantly accessible to all, for the freest use and circulation. 
The remainder, which are in the Upper or Bates Hall, are 
equally open to all for reference and consultation ; and, although 
portions of them, like the Bowditch and Prince collections, can, 
from the conditions on which they were originally given, never 
be taken out; and although others, from their rarity or costli- 
ness, can be taken out only after permission granted in writing; 
still, it should be borne in mind, that by far the larger part of 
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this rich and excellent collection of books in the Bates Hall is 
open to free circulation. The Committee suppose that no library 
in the world, of equal size, is so trustingly oflFered to a large 
population as this one is. 

The whole one hundred and thirty thousand volumes are dis- 
tributed into classes, which, unless in especial cases, like the 
Bowditch and Parker collections, are so arranged by subjects in 
the different alcoves, and so entered by their titles in the Shelf- 
lists and in the Accessions' Catalogue, that it is easy to learn 
what books in any branch of human knowledge, — as, for instance, 
Natural History or Political Economy, — can be found in the 
Library, and even exactly when each one of them was acquired. 

Thus, in General Literary History and Bibliography there 
were in the Library on the 1st of August, 1865, — ^which was the 
date of the last examination, — more than twenty-two hundred 
volumes, to which, in the following twelve months, were added 
one hundred and thirty-nine. Of Cyclopsedias and Dictionaries 
of General Knowledge there were, August 1, 1865, above 
twelve hundred volumes, to which were added during the year, 
thirty-eight. In General History and Geography there were, a 
year ago last August, above five thousand nine hundred volumes, 
to which above an hundred have since been added. Li American 
History, general, special, and local, including Biography, Travels, 
Historical Documents and the cognate branches, but not includ- 
ing Literature, there were in August, 1865, by a somewhat 
restricted reckoning, above eleven thousand six hundred vol- 
umes, to which there were added, during the year, more than 
seventeen hundred, without counting the Prince collection, which 
is rich in the earlier history of New England, but which has 
been too recently acquired to be yet arranged and catalogued. 
Of the History and Literature of all other countries, ancient and 
modern, there were, in August, 1865, above twenty-nine thousand 
seven hundred volumes, to which there have since been added 
above eight hundred. And, in the Physical and Exact Sciences, 
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there were, in 1865, more than five thousand and three hun- 
dred volumes, to which above* an hundred have since been 
added. 

It would be easy in the same way to consider other depart- 
ments, like the Transactions of Scientific and Learned Societies, 
and Periodicals bound up for use, which now make above ten 
thousand volumes ; works in the Useful and Fine Arts, which 
make above four thousand six hundred ; and works of Fiction, 
which make above seven thousand. But it cannot be needful to 
go further. The preceding account of such large masses and 
groups of books in the Library will show to any person in the 
habit of considering similar subjects, both the general character 
of the collection and its general purpose of being made available 
for the wants of the community at large, outside of what are 
called the three professions. 

Of the groups already noticed, those which will attract most 
attention by their large numbers, are probably embraced 
in the department of History, — and especially of American 
History, — and of Fiction in all its many forms. But, when the 
wide and increasing importance of the first is considered, and 
the great popular demand for the second, we can hardly adjudge 
the numbers in either to be too large, though we may regret that 
there is such a strong and preponderating taste everywhere, in 
our own age, for frivolous forms of fiction. 

As a general remark, we would add, that, so far as we were 
able to examine, — and in several departments our inquiries were 
somewhat severe, — we think that the selection of books has 
been judicious, and that the Library is well fitted for its more 
important popular purposes. Indeed, the extraordinary popular 
use that has been made of it, and the very wide interest that has 
been felt in it, seem to leave no reasonable question on this 
point. We suppose it to be admitted that the Library is a 
judicious one for its wider and more general purposes, and that 
it is doing its work well throughout the community. 
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But of three large departments, somewhat separated from 
these more popular purposes, it may be needful to speak more 
specifically. We refer to those of Religion and Ethics, Medi- 
cine and Surgery, and Jurisprudence and Law. 

The first constitutes the division which includes Theology and 
Practical Religion, Ecclesiastical History, Morals, Metaphysics, 
and Social Science. On the 1st of August, 1865, there were 
embraced in this division more than ten thousand two hundred 
volumes, and in the next twelve months there were added above 
twelve hundred. These numbers are large; but they do not 
seem unreasonably so, when the high claims of the whole division 
are weighed. It is gratifying to add, both from our own exam- 
ination and that of our predecessors, that we believe it to be the 
best and most satisfactory collection of such books to be found 
in the City, taking all the religious sects together. 

The same general facts, we believe, may be stated, after similar 
investigations, concerning the collection of books in Anatomy, 
Surgery, Medicine, and whatever else is embraced under the 
Healing Art. It makes now almost exactly four thousand two 
hundred volumes, without reckoning a considerable number of 
books in Natural History and the related branches, which are 
usually brought into this division. We commend its protection 
to the Trustees, and especially we ask the purchase of new 
annotated editions of old medical standard works, and the sub- 
scription to one or two important periodicals besides the excel- 
lent ones now received, which will keep the Library fully up 
with the progress of medical science. It is, we suppose, a good 
collection now, and undoubtedly the best in the City ; but it is 
important that it should be watched, and continued such ; for, of 
all the professional men in our City, — and, indeed, of all men 
among us whose pursuits are mainly intellectual, — none, it is 
believed, are so little able to provide themselves with the books 
they need as our young medical students and our young practising 
surgeons and physicians. And yet, upon the proper training of 
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these very men depends, in no small degree, the sanitary con- 
dition of our people. Prom regard to our own welfare, therefore, 
we should carefully foster this department of our Library. 

In Jurisprudence and Law, the case is partly different. The 
collection is not so large ; and, though we believe it to be well 
selected, we should be glad to see it moderately increased 
soon. There were, however, more than seventeen hundred volumes 
embraced in it on the 1st of August, 1865, and above an hundred 
were added during the following year. But the number of per- 
sons using it is much smaller than that of the persons who use 
many other portions of the Library. The reason is plain. The 
offices of our lawyers are full of elementary and practical legal 
works ; the ample Law Library in the Court House is easily acces- 
sible to such persons in the profession, or even out of it, as may 
desire to consult any work it contains ; and the State Library, 
which has a collection of books on American legislation and 
jurisprudence such as we could not hope to gather except by long 
years of labor, and a wholly disproportionate expenditure of our 
means, is open to all our citizens alike. While, therefore, we 
hope that the Public Library may continue to be — as it is now, — 
strong in whatever relates to Natural Law, to Litemational Law, 
and to general Jurisprudence, we do not see a sufficient reason 
why it should enter into competition with the large collections of 
law books which already exist among us, and which seem to 
satisfy the general wants of the community as they are under- 
stood to do those of the profession. 

Among the other departments which are prominent is that of 
Administration and Public Service, — that of Political Economy, 
— that of Natural History, which has been verj costly, — that 
relating to Patents in the United States, in Great Britain, and in 
Prance, which is very ample and satisfactory, — and that relating 
to Music, on which Mr. Bates expended a considerable sum out 
of his second munificent donation of fifty thousand dollars. 
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The Committee have thas gone over the Library with some 
care — sufficient to show them that its different parts have been 
judiciously considered and maintained. They do not, however, 
intend by this to say, that any one of its departments is as com- 
plete or as strong as it is desirable that it should be. On the 
contrary, the fact, as they are aware, is far otherwise. The 
Library is everjnvhere incomplete. But th^ wish to say, 
considering the state of knowledge in the world — considering 
the special wants of our community — and considering the 
means and resources at the disposition of the Library, that its 
different departments taken together constitute an important, 
judicious, and well proportioned whole. 

But if it be not such — if books, such as are wanted, are not 
to be found in any of its various divisions, it is, in no small 
degree, the fault of the public, and especially of those persons 
who miss what they inquire for, when they resort to its cata- 
logues and shelves. For, by one of the standing " Rules," given 
from the day the Library was opened fourteen years ago, to more 
than sixty thousand persons, asking for its privileges, each one 
of them, who does not find any book he may need, when he 
inquires for it, has been " particularly requested to enter its title 
on a card which the Librarian will furnish for the purpose." 
This request has been urged in every mode of solicitation 
within the power of the persons having control of the institution. 
Especially five or six years ago it was repeated and re-enforced 
by a printed notice, of which a copy was put into every book 
loaned during a fortnight, thus bringing it afresh and very 
pointedly home to several thousands of the persons most 
frequenting the Library, and, therefore, most interested in having 
it thoroughly supplied with all needful books. But the number 
of books thus asked for, which had always been small, and, in 
three successive years had been less than fifty each year, was 
not materially increased by this urgent appeal. Li the Library 
year 1864 it was only sixty, and in 1865 only fifty-eight In 
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the last year ending August 1, 1866, by uncommon exertions 
and personal application it was raised to three hiindred and six, 
— a number still greatly less than it should be, but which it 
seems very difficult to increase. The same urgency, however, is 
continued. The card is always ready at the distributing desks 
to be filled up with the title of any book that may be desired ; 
and, if no obvious objection to its purchase exists, it is immedi- 
ately ordered by the Superintendent, and as soon as it arrives 
notice by post is sent to the person originally desiring its 
purchase, informing him that it has been received and that it 
will be retamed five days subject to his order alone. 

Of the three hundred and six books asked for this year, forty- 
six were already on the shelves, having been overlooked from 
carelessness on the part of those asking for them ; one hundred 
and thirty have come to hand ; two only have not been ordered ; 
and the rest are expected, so soon as they can be found and 
despatched by the agents of the Library, chiefly abroad, who 
have been directed to purchase them. It is, we suppose, difficult 
to do more in this direction for the increase of the Library 
without more co-operation on the part of the public. 

One principal reason why this co-operation has not been 
obt^ed is, we apprehend, that the real character of the Library 
and its very wide purposes have never been Jidly understood. 
For it is not, like the British Museum, nor like the great libraries 
in Paris, nor like the Library of the Vatican, nor, in short, like 
any of the large and precious collections of books, which in their 
appropriate ways render constant service to the cause of human 
improvement in other countries. For these institutions are not 
open for a free circulation of their treasures. No attempt is 
made to administer them for the practical benefit of a whole 
people. They are, in fact, really important to scarcely any 
persons except scholars, or the few who make careful investiga- 
tions into particular subjects, and who are able to resort to the 
reading halls of these institutions during the restricted number 
8 
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of hours and days when they are open to any body. But our 
own is a library for an entire community, which, by its free 
schools and general intelligence, is remarkably well fitted to 
avail itself of a privilege so great ; and we know of no way in 
which it can be thoroughly and readily enabled to fulfil its 
important duties except by warning voices and counsels sent 
from all sides indicating to its oflScers the books that are most 
needed. Let all, therefore, ask in due form for such books as 
they may really desire to read or use, but cannot find on its shelves 
and in its catalogues. It is more important that one good book 
should be bought which is vouched for as positivdy wanted by 
some person who will therefore be tolerably sure to use it, than 
that many equally good books should be bought, which it can 
only be fioped will be wanted, but which, after all, may remain 
for years on their appropriate shelves untouched, except when 
they are annually dusted and accounted for. 

Nor is there danger by this mode of supplying, in part, the 
real wants of the public, that the Library wiU become embar- 
rassed by worthless books, or that its regular increase in the 
highest departments of knowledge, and by the constant addition 
of the most important and the rarest works in those departments, 
will be either restricted or retarded; for the Trustees of the 
Library, with their Committees and Superintendent, will always 
decide, not only what amount of their resources can be judicious- 
ly expended in any given department, but what individual books 
shall be bought in each ; and they will always be held rigorously 
responsible that a becoming selection shall be made, and a 
becoming proportion o'bserved. The diflference will be, that, 
under such a system of practical administration, the Public 
Library will become every year more and more absolutely 
adapted and fitted to the real, ascertained, recorded wants of 
those for whose benefit it was established, whether they are 
persons of the humblest or the highest culture, whether they 
need the commonest or the rarest books ; and that it will thus 
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grow to be what no other library in the world has either 
attempted or desired to become — a powerful and direct means 
for the intellectual and moral advancement of a whole people, 
without distinction of class or condition. And this, we believe, 
can be done easily, wisely, and well. It is, from its very nature 
practical and effective. It falls in with the habits of our people 
and with the spirit of our institutions. 

Bat there is one class of books for the purchase of which 
those in charge of the Library can have little assistance from 
those outside suggestions which, in all other respects, are so 
desirable. We refer to new and popular publications which 
should be obtained as soon after they appear from the press as 
their fitness can be ascertained, and, therefore, sometimes before 
there is opportunity for inquiry and suggestions by others. 

The task is a difficult and delicate one, but so far as numbers 
and promptness are concerned it seems to have been performed 
successfully. By returns made to us, it appears that in the two 
years ending August 1, 1865, two thousand nine hundred and 
sixty-two volumes fresh from the press were received at the 
Library, without reckoning more than one copy of any one work 
though several copies were often bought ; and it appears further, 
that in the year ending August 1, 1866, there were received 
seventeen hundred and forty-five. Nine-tenths of these, we be- 
lieve, were published in the United States, and they were offered, 
with many others not accepted, by the Boston agent of the Library 
at two hundred and seventy-three different times, or, upon an 
average, more than twice a week. The rest were either obtained 
from the European agents of the Library, who always have small 
sums in hand to buy important new books as they come out, or 
were obtained from other booksellers here, or by donations of 
friends. Most of them were English. 

There seems, therefore, no doubt that quite as many books 
fresh from the press, and especially from the American press, 
have been bought during the last three years, and quite as 
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promptly as it was possible to ascertain whether they were worth 
having or not K any mistake has been made, it has, we think, 
been made on the other side, from baying too many new books, 
and too promptly. At any rate, if there were any delay in pro- 
coring even a single new book, it was only necessary to ask for 
it in the prescribed form and it wonld at once have been bought, 
if no moral or other sufficient objection existed against its pur- 
chase. But we have heard of no such delay. 

In order, however, to facilitate in every way that is in our 
power the purchase of books for the Library, and to do ourselves, 
as well as we can, what we ask others to do, we subjoin a list of 
books, in different departments, which we commend to the con- 
sideration of the Trustees. Probably it may not be deemed 
advisable to buy them all at once, nor may it be possible to 
obtain them all, as some are old and rare, but we doubt not that 
what is best and most judicious for the Library will be done. 

Second, concerning the Catalogues. Next in importance to 
the books themselves are the Catalogues, which alone can make them 
easily accessible and practically useful to the community for whose 
benefit the Library has been established. 

But of the Catalogues it is hardly necessary to speak at all. 
They have been fully described and explained in earlier Reports, 
and, what is of more consequence, such of them as have been 
published have proved eminently satisfactory to the multitudes 
who have used them. They have, in fact, we believe, left nothing 
to be desired, so far as the Bates Hall is concerned. 

In the Lower Hall, they are not now ii;i a state so satisfactory. 
This is owing to the bad condition into which the whole collec- 
tion of books in that part of the Library 'gradually fell during 
the few years preceding the last examination, in consequence of 
a great abuse of its privileges by those to whom it was opened ; 
in consequence of the shameful mutilation and defacement of its 
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books ; and in consequence of their disappearance in such num- 
bers that it seemed as if those who borrowed them were, from 
the imperfection of the record and of the administration, invited 
to wrong-doing. 3ut new regulations and arrangements have 
been adopted, which, it is believed, will remedy these great evils 
either largely or wholly, while at the same time they already 
facilitate the use of the institution and increase its benefits. To 
this condition of things the Catalogues and the Shelf-lists of the 
Lower HaU will, as soon as possible, be accommodated. For 
the most practical purposes, the work is already completed. 
For the rest, it is in progress. 

One suggestion, however, for making the Library more exten- 
sively usefiil by means of its Catalogues, your Committee will 
offer to the Trustees for their consideration. 

It is founded on a wish often expressed that the titles of such 
books as are from time to time acquired by the Library, should 
be earlier and oftener made known to the multitudes interested 
in them, whether they are books fresh from the press, or works 
both old and rare. So far as the Lower Hall is concerned, this 
has been done annually for eight years, and has been followed 
by a materially increased use of the books. But this is no 
longer deemed often enough, and in the Bates HaU it will not be 
done nearly so often — probably, as heretofore, not more fre- 
quently than once in five years. 

No doubt such an annunciation of the books at short intervals 
as they arrive, would excite that just and enlightened curiosity 
for their contents which it is always desirable to excite, and 
would cause them to be more read. It has, therefore, been 
proposed to publish their titles occasionally in our newspapers, 
or to print them on slips, accessible to those who frequent the 
Library and to whom they should be freely given. But our 
public journals would hardly, without ample compensation, give 
them the large space they must occupy, and would not, after all, 
carry them to precisely the persons by whom they would be 



22 CITY DOCUMENT. — No. 110. 

most desired and used ; and, on the other hand, the slips would 
be sure to be in general awkwardly misplaced and oftener 
neglected. 

What may be preferred, therefore, is a Monthly Bulletin sent 
by mail to those persons who shall subscribe and pay for it at a 
very low rate. This, we think, may be done easily and cheaply, 
and will send the information to those who most desire to have 
it. It will demand little labor on the part of the persons em- 
ployed in the Library, as it will be readily made up from 
materials that are always on hand for the catalogues from the 
moment the books have reached their proper shelves. It may 
dispense with the annual supplements, and it will cost hardly 
more than the price for paper and printing, which will not be 
much greater than that of these awkward appendixes to our 
regular catalogue. Moreover, besides being used for its main 
purpose, it may become an authorized vehicle for important 
information respecting the Library, its progress, and its wants 
from month to month. 

That such a publication would materially increase the general 
interest felt in the institution, and not only promote the use of 
books that would otherwise be neglected, but that it would 
directly tend to the advancement of knowledge among us, is, we 
suppose, all but certain. If, however, this should not prove to 
be the case, or if the number of persons desirous to receive the 
information thus offered them should not be so large as to defray, 
or nearly to defray, its cost, then at the end of a year, or at any 
other limited period, the publication can be discontinued. 

Third, concerning the Building, which is the next accustomed 
subject for inquiry by the Examining Committee, since it is destined 
not only to protect a great amount of property belonging to the City, 
but to render that property useful and attractive to very large num- 
bers in the community of both sexes and different ages. 
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That the Library Building is now in its accustomed good 
repair we are assured by those who pass their lives in it, and 
to whom the details of its condition must necessarily be well 
known. This is a matter for much congratulation always. But 
in two particulars this important municipal edifice has never 
been what it ought to be. It has never been well lighted in 
many of its alcoves and other of its much-used portions, nor well 
ventilated in its Distributing Room down stairs, or its Beading 
Boom. These last are the two halls to which more persons 
resort daily than to all the others in the building united ; and, 
if the officers and attendants employed in them suffer much, the 
public suffer more. The state of the air, therefore, as well as 
the imperfection of the light in them, has long been complained 
of; and we are consequently gratified to find that the City 
Grovemment, at the suggestion of the Trustees and of the muni- 
cipal Standing Committee on Public Buildings, have taken action 
in regard to both of the defects in question. We suppose that 
it is hardly needful for us, under these circumstances, to add 
our voices to theirs ; but as the Library Building is one of the 
subjects committed to us for inquiry, we beg leave to do it 
earnestly and confidingly. 

Fourth, the last tvbject to he noticed by your CommiUeey jollouh 
ing the course of their predecessors, is that concerning the Adminis- 
tration of the Library^ and its adaptation as a public institution 
to the purposes for which it uhis established. 

In its more general arrangements, we are informed by its 
officers, that it has been conducted, during the past year, as it 
had been earlier ; and that, as always heretofore, it has been 
carried on without trouble or disturbance on the part of those 
frequenting it iu great numbers daily. But, in two respects, 
changes have been made which we are, of course, expected to 
notice, premising, however, in relation to both of them, that 
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tbey were demanded in all three of the official printed Reports 
last year — the Reports, we mean, of the Trustees, of the 
Examining Committee, and of the Superintendent — so that 
they cannot have been adopted without assigned causes and 
careful consideration. 

The first of these changes regards the Reading Room, and its 
management and use. This ample and &ir hall, with a multi- 
tude of periodicals, foreign and domestic, covering its tables, had, 
until last year, been accessible, substantially, without restriction 
to all comei*s, little or no inquiry being made whether any per- 
son entering had a right to be there at all. For a long time 
only slight ill-consequences followed this liberal indulgence. 
But, in 1864 and 1865, Reviews and Magazines in considerable 
numbers were stolen, as a few had been earlier; many were 
mutilated ; and still more were abused in various ways, some- 
times by gross words written on them, and sometimes by m- 
decent drawings, offensive not only to the many young ladies 
and matrons daily frequenting the room, but to any person of 
becoming manners and education. At the same time, the peri- 
odicals spread all over the tables were continually so changed 
from their proper places, and so thrown about by those using 
them, that it was often difficult for any body to find what he 
wanted without walking up and down the room in a way inevi- 
tably to disturb many others by the noise he made, as well as by 
his mode of search generally. Frequent complaints, therefore, 
were made by those who asked for quiet as well as propriety 
and decency, and demands for a better condition of things were 
soon heard, and often. Among the rest, as we have said, the 
official Reports spoke out plainly. At last, about a year ago, 
the periodicals were withdrawn from the tables, where they had 
been so much abused ; and they have since been given out only 
when they have been asked for, but always in the simplest, 
easiest, and readiest manner, an attendant being always present 
to deliver them with absolute promptness. 
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By the testiinony of all the persons having charge of this part 
of the institution, as well as by the testimony of other persons 
much frequenting and using it, this change has been found a 
satis&ctory remedy for the evils and irregolarities before com- 
plained 0^ and which had become so offensive. The number of 
persons who resort to the room seems to increase beyond what 
it was before, as its condition has become quiet and respectable, 
and the Reviews and other periodicals are neither stolen nor 
abused as they had been. All the irregularities are not perhaps 
yet stopped, and perhaps all of them never will- be ; but that a 
great amelioration has taken place in the state of things is certi- 
fied to us in so many ways that we are bound to accept the fact, 
and do so with much satisfaction. 

Similar remarks, we are informed by the officers of the Li- 
brary, should be made in regard to the change called for by the 
three Reports last year, complaining in the same way of abuses 
in relation to books borrowed from the Lower Hall even more 
gross than the abuses in the Reading Room, as well as more 
mischievous and injurious. 

But one circumstance in relation to this last change is pecu- 
liarly fortunate. It is one that relates only to the mode of 
recording the books borrowed, and therefore does not affect 
those who frequent the Library, as to their mode of asking for 
books or their mode of obtaining them. It affects only those 
officials who make the record, and affects them only as it may, 
by possibility, but not probably, a very little increase their 
labors. To the rest, — that is, to all who come as borrowers, — 
everything is unchanged. A card is presented, announcing the 
wants of the person asking for a loan just as it was before, and, 
just as before, the person is despatched with quiet readiness. 
But, after three months' experience, great advantages, we are 
informed, are found to have been insured to the Library itself 
from this new mode of recording a loan when obtained, and a 
great protection for the books from loss and abuse, which 

4 
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was not possible under the old mode ; for, if the book borrowed 
is not returned on the yery day that it should be, the borrower 
is at once notified of his delinquency, which was not earlier pro- 
vided for ; and if a book is injured or stolen, new and better 
means are at hand for following and detecting the offender. 
These are, no doubt, great benefits and improyements, which 
break up substantially, if not completely, the worst results of a 
system which seemed to inyite abuse of great priyileges, and 
even to favor crime and its concealment. 

But, besides tiiese benefits, important statistical information is 
collected by the new mode of recording, which was earlier 
inaccessible. For it is now known from day to day, what 
classes of books are most asked for, and even what individual 
books are most popular and most needed, so that the changing 
and especial wants of the institution can, at any time, be ascer- 
tained to a degree that was always desirable, but which was 
never before practicable. These are plain improvements, which, 
if carried out — as we trust and believe they will be — in the 
spirit in which they have been devised, wiU gradually develop 
the resources of the Library farther than they have yet been 
done, as a means of intellectual and moral progress to the 
community in succeeding generations, even more than in our own 
time. 

We have, therefore, desired the Superintendent to insert in 
his Report of this year a more detailed account than we have 
been able here to give, of these two changes, derived, as the 
present account has been, from the statements of all the persons 
who have been employed in carrying them into effect, and from 
the statements of persons most frequenting the Library, and of 
course most interested in having it well administered. Such an 
account given on authority so unquestionable will, we doabt not, 
be both instructive and timely. 

In conclusion, your Committee would report, that they have 
each and all given such diligent attention as they have been able, 
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during the last three months, to the examination of the Library, 
and that nearly all of them have made frequent visits to its 
halls and alcoves with pleasure and advantage. The result is, 
that they believe the institution to be one of the more important 
in the City, and that its administration and management must 
heretofore have been watchfully cared for, or it could not, in the 
short time it has existed, have been brought to its present pro- 
portions, usefulness and success. At the same time, they feel 
bound to add, partly from their own inquiries and observation, 
but more from the knowledge and statements of the officers who 
have faithfully served it, and who are necessarily familiar with 
whatever regards its interests, that, in no respect, has its pros- 
perity been diminished during the past year, and that it is now 
doing more good than it ever did before. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

GEO. TICKNOR, 
JAS. M. BARNARD, 
HENRY M. DEXTER, 
WALBRIDGE A. FIELD, 
LORING LOTHROP, 
FRANCIS MINOT, 

Examining Committee. 
Pdbuc Lib&abt, November 10, 1866. 



[B] 
REPOET OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. 



To the Trustees of the Public Library of the City of Botton : 

Oentlemen : In obedience to the requirements of the By-Laws 
relatiye to the Trustees and Officers of the Public Library, I beg 
leave to present to you a Report upon the condition and increase 
of the Library from the 1st of September, 1865, to the 1st of 
September, 1866. 

INCREASE OF THE GOLLBOnONS. 

During the year, 7,089 books, not including the Prince 
Library of 1,899 volumes, 4,008 pamphlets, 112 other articles, 
consisting of maps, prints, broadsides, and sheet music, have 
been added to the Library; besides 2,727 separate numbers of 
newspapers and journals. 

Of these, 1,476 books, 3,342 pamphlets, and all the other 
articles named, excepting 10 maps, engravings, and atlases, were 
donations from 336 individuals and societies. A list of them is 
appended to this Report, and marked A A. 

These numbers are taken from the Catalogue of Accessions 
in which the volumes are counted as they are received into the 
Library. They are afterwards frequently bound in a different 
number of volumes. Many also, which are at first ranked as 
pamphlets, are subsequently bound, and placed on the shelves as 
books. 
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As the aggregate number of volumes in the Library, reported 
at the end of the year, is obtained by counting the volumes upon 
the Shelf- lists after the changes have been made, it will not, 
probably, correspond with that produced by adding the acces- 
sions of the year to the aggregate reported the preceding 
year. 

Among the donations received during the year, the gift, by J. 
IngersoU Bowditch, Esq., of the volumes needful to continue up 
to the present time, the series of Memoirs of the Academy of 
Sciences at Turin, formerly belonging to his father, the late Dr. 
Nathaniel Bowditch, and presented to the Public Library by his 
sons, is one of the most considerable and costly. 

Our thanks are due, as often before, to the Commissioners of 
Patents of Great Britain, for the continuation of the very valuable 
series of specifications and drawings of English Patents. 

During the year, the Deacons of the Old South Church of this 
City, acting as Trustees under the will of the Rev. Thomas 
Prince, former pastor of that church, have deposited in the 
Public Library, on terms contained in the agreement appended 
to this Report, and marked BB, the precious collection of books, 
pamphlets, and manuscripts, bequeathed by him to the Old South 
Church in the year 1758, and commonly known as the Prince 
Library. 

It consists of eighteen hundred and ninety-nine volumes, as 
now bound, and is very rich in books and pamphlets relating to 
the history of New England previous to the date of his death, as 
well as in the first productions of its press, and in the works of 
its early authors. 

Mr. Prince began to form this collection, as is stated on the 
label in many of the books, upon his entering Harvard College, 
July 6, 1703, and diligently enlarged it by purchases in this 
country and in Europe. No man of his time was more competent 
for the task, which his enlightened zeal in American history led 
him to undertake, of forming a New England library. The 



PUBLIC LIBBART. 31 

vicissitndes of more than a centorj, and its exposed sitaation 
daring a part of the revolutionary war, in the tower of the Old 
South Church, while the building was occupied as a riding school 
by the British troops, have brought this library down to our. day 
somewhat diminished in numbers ; but the value and importance 
of what remains is enhanced to a degree which it is not easy to 
estimate. It still includes what may be termed a large collection 
of American books of extreme rarity. It has the Bay Psalm 
Book, — the first book printed in the United States, a copy of 
which has been sold, I believe, for about $750, — ^Eliot's Indian 
Bible, of both editions, and also several volumes and packages of 
original manuscripts, comprising letters of the principal magis- 
trates and ministers of the first years of New England history, 
and official State papers of the British and Provincial Govern- 
ments, some of which have been printed in the Collections of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. 

The collection has been so recently received that it is not 
possible to give here any extended notice of its rarities. The 
City Council has made an appropriation for putting it into good 
condition and printing its catalogue. The work is now in pro- 
gress, and when it is completed, those who are interested in 
American history will, it is hoped and believed, find much satis- 
faction in examining and using its hitherto almost hidden 
treasures. 

The superb silver vase presented in 1835 to the Hon. Daniel 
Webster, having been purchased by several citizens of Boston, 
was, in March, 1865, presented by them to the City, to be pre- 
served in the Public Library. It is now placed in the room 
formerly called the Ladies^ Reading Room, where arrangements 
have been made by the Superintendent of Public Buildings for 
its safe keeping and exhibition. The large historical painting 
by Copley, the statue of the Arcadian Shepherd Boy, by Story, 
and the group of the Holy Family, by Troschel, are also placed 
in the same apartment. 
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The Instrament of Presentation of the Webster Vase, with 
the names of the donors attached, is appended to this Report, 
and marked CC. 

EXTENT OP THE COLLECTIONS. 

The Library contained, on the 1st of Angust, 1866, — 

In the Bates Hall .... 105,812 Yolmnes. 
In the Lower Hall .... 25,866 " 

Total, .... 130,678 Yolomes. 

All the above are bound volumes ; but about 4,500 of them are 
pamphlets bound up and placed as volumes upon the shelves. 
But several hundreds of the volumes above enumerated contain 
each from ten to twenty separate works. 

The number in the Bates Hall is thus composed : 

Books accessible to the public, August, 1865, . . 91,826 
Books located since August 1, 1865 4,983 

Books accessible to the Public, August 1, 1866, 96,809 

Books recently received, not located Aug. 1, but 

all located since 1,649 

Sale duplicates and odd volumes 4,955 

Prince Library 1,899 

105,312 

The number assigned above to the Lower Hall, represents all 
the books which from the beginning have been placed there. A 
considerable number of them have been lost or condemned as 
unfit for further use. Many of these have been replaced, but 
not all. When the reorganization of this branch of the Library, 
now in progress, shall be completed, and all the lost and missing 
books which can be procured replaced, an exact enumeration can 
i^in be made. 

The present number of duplicates and odd volumes laid aside 
for exchange or sale is four thousand nine hundred and fifty-five. 
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Daring the year, three hundred and thirty-five have been disposed 
of, and three hundred and six (being mostly donations) have 
been added to the list. The exchange of about five hundred and 
fifty more volumes is in progress. 

It is impossible to give any proper enumeration of pamphlets 
belonging to the Library. It can only be stated that since the 
Library was commenced, 36,666 have come into its possession. 
Many of them have been bound several in a volume. About 
four thousand five hundred have been separately bound, and now 
stand on the shelves as books. Several thousand more have been 
selected to be bound, and the process of selecting and binding is 
constantly in operation. But by far the greater part of the large 
number reported are duplicates or odd numbers of magazines, 
and legislative documents, or publications of little or no value. 

USE OF THE LOBABT. 

The number of new cards issued during the year was 5,306, 
making the whole number of those who have roistered their 
names to secure the use of the books, since Sept. 17, 1858, 
45,869. 

The number of lendings from the Lower Hall, for 

home use, was 183,424 

From the Bates Hall, for home use . . 9,763 



193,187 

The number of books used in the Bates Hall, was 10,438, 
besides the use of the English Patent Specifications by 187 
persons, averaging 1^ hours each. 

The daily average lendings for home use was, within a 
firaction, 695. 

The number of days during which the Library was open to 
the public, was 278. 

These numbers do not represent the use of the periodicals in 
the Beading Boom, nor of several hundred books placed there, 

6 
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open to unrestricted use, and constituting an admirable library 
of ref^r^nce, nor the use of great numbers of volumes in pro- 
tracted investigations, for which especial permission has been 
given. 

The circulation, although greater than for any year, before the 
last, was somewhat below that of the last year, owing to the fact 
that it became necessary to withhold a part of the books in the 
Lower Hall temporarily from circulation. Eight years had 
elapsed since the completion of the Index. During this time, 
the accessions had been made known to the public by annual 
Supplements. But many of the books had been worn out, muti- 
lated, or lost, and the Indexes were thus rendered imperfect It 
was, besides, inconvenient to use so many Supplements. It had 
been stated in previous Annual Reports, that it would soon be 
necessary to combine the Index and Supplements into one 
alphabet. The completion of the large Supplement for the 
Bates Hall was the time proposed for beginning the needed 
work. But it was felt to be extremely desirable not to interrupt 
the use of the Lower Library, which had become so extensive 
among all classes of our citizens, so many months as would be 
required for reorganizing the collection, and preparing and 
printing a complete new Index. It was decided, therefore, to 
attempt the task, alcove by alcove, thus retaining from circulation 
but a small part of the books at a time, and to do as much of 
the work as possible upon that part of the Library in greatest 
demand, during the annual recess. In this way, since July last, 
six alcoves out of twenty have been examined ; the books col- 
lated; those unfit for further use withdrawn; their places, as well 
as those of books lost, as far as possible filled by new copies ; 
the catalogues revised ; a new Finding List for the whole de- 
partment of Fiction printed, and another Finding List for the 
department of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, made nearly 
ready for the press. This, of course, has to some extent dimin- 
ished the aggregate circulation, both from the retaining of the 
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books while the work was in progress, and from the temporary 
diminution of the number of books by withdrawing those unfit 
for further use. 

I am happy to add (as this Report is not presented till after 
the circulation of the books which it had been necessary for a 
time to retain has been resumed) that the daily average of books 
lent has, for the last two weeks, been greater than ever before 
at this time of the year, notwithstanding that a large number of. 
the lost and missing books have not ^et been replaced. If, 
however, the work of reorganization of the alcoves and reprinting 
of the Indexes be continued, as it certainly ought to be, it may of 
course be expected that there will, in consequence, again be a 
temporary diminution of the circulation. 

It also became necessary, after an uninterrupted use of eight 
years, to revise the list of persons entitled to the privileges of 
the institution. The number had reached 45,869. Many of the 
signers had removed from the City, though their cards were still 
sometimes used. Others had changed their residences in the 
City, without giving notice ; so that it was diflBcult or impossible 
to recover books charged on their accounts. Many other prac- 
tices, unfair towards the honest frequenters of the Library, had 
grown up, which it seemed impossible to detect and suppress 
without a new and more careful registration. But to require 
every person to enroll his name anew was to be avoided if 
possible. In order to obviate the necessity of this, it was pro- 
posed to change all the cards, and to question the owners as 
they might present themselves, as to their present residences and 
their right to use the Library. 

The time of introducing a new system of recording loans, 
rendering some alteration in the form of the card desirable, 
was selected as the least inconvenient for the proposed change. 
Every arrangement was made to accomplish this purpose with 
the least possible trouble to readers. Still it doubtless checked 
for a time the circulation, both in the Bates Hall and in the 
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Lower Hall. The greater part of this change was effected in 
the last of the summer months, when the inconvenience was least 
felt by the citizens. It has resulted, however, in greater security 
for the books, and will, it is strongly hoped, prevent the necessity 
of a new registration. Since the first few weeks, during which 
it was necessary to keep the former Loan books constantly on 
the desk, no difficulty has resulted from this source. On the 
contrary, a great advantage has incidentally accrued. It had pre- 
viously been necessary to restrict the times of receiving names 
and issuing cards to hours when the Loan books were not in 
use; and people were obliged to make a special visit to the 
Library in order to sign their names and receive cards., at hours 
when they could not get books. Now, the names can be s^ed 
whenever the Library is open. This is a great gain. 

I have felt it desirable to explain these matters somewhat at 
length, in order to make it manifest that these interruptions to 
the circulation, small as they were, arose from no permanent 
cause, but were merely temporary and inevitable. 

It has been said before, that the extent of the circulation is 
not the sole or the proper measure of the usefulness of the 
Library. It would be easy to quadruple the circulation, by mul- 
tiplying copies of popular novels, but with benefits by no means 
proportioned to the great increase of expense for their first cost, 
and for the arrangements needful for their circulation. The 
object of the Trustees has been to get good novels, in such quan- 
tities as to supply the demand for them, after their value had 
been, fairly ascertained and it had become known that they were 
not merely of ephemeral interest, but to avoid filling the building 
with books which, after a few weeks, would be recognized as the 
most worthless and neglected trash ; to furnish, in short, so far 
as their resources permitted, everything of tried worth, in as 
many copies as people would call for. 

It should also be here noted that an increase or decrease of 
circulation may depend upon causes which have nothing to do 
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with the snccesB or value of the Library. It sometimes may not 
be easy or possible to account satisfactorily for these variations. 
In one year of the history of the Library the circulation dimin- 
ished 80 much as to suggest the question whether the public 
interest in the Library had not reached a point at which it could 
not be permaiiently sustained. Much investigation was made at 
the time, and various theories were formed to account for the 
fact. All of them, however, were at fault; for, the next year, — 
all the conditions, so far as could be seen, remaining the same, — 
the circulation reached a point never before attained. We are 
not perhaps to expect that the circulation will or can go on con- 
stantly increasing from year to year. 

It is abo noticeable that the use of books in the Bates Hall 
was less than for last year. This arises mostly from the fol- 
lowing cause : 

It had become very common for visitors to demand the use in 
the Hall of costly books of engravings, for mere purposes of 
curiosity, to such an extent and in such a manner as greatly to 
injure the books themselves, and often to prevent their use by 
those for whom they were especially provided. This particularly 
attracted the attention of the Committee of citizens appointed 
the last year to examine the Library, and led to a r^ommenda- 
tion, which was adopted by the Trustees, that these books should 
not be kept as mere show books, but should only be exhibited to 
those who should make a written request for them. It was sup- 
posed that no persons who could derive from them the benefit 
which they were intended to confer, would find this degree of 
formality onerous. I have heard no complaint upon the subject ; 
but it has certainly, for a time, required us to report a dimin- 
ished use of the books in the Bates Hall. 

The following table eidiibits a classification of the books lent 
from the Bates Hall and used therein. Comparing this table . 
with that presented last year, the principal changes of proportion 
among the classes are, in the department of English History an 
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increase of five per cent, and in that of Fine and Useful Arts a 
decrease of eight-and-a-half per cent 



OLASSIFIOATION. 

English History and Literature .... 18 

Periodicals 11 

American History and Literature .... 8 

Medicine 8 

Fine and Usefhl Arts 8 

Mathematical and Physical Sciences .... 7 
French History and Literature . . . . 6 
Transactions of Learned Societies . . . .5 
Oriental History and Literature .... 4 
Theology, Ethics, and Education .... 4 

Bibliography 8 

General History and Literature . . . . .3 
Italian History and Literature .... 3 

Greek and Latin Classics 3 

Natural History 3 

German History and Literature 2 

Jurisprudence, Government, and Political Economy 2 
Miscellaneous 2 

Li future years a similai* table may be given for the Lower 
Hall. The new mode of recording loans renders it for the first 
time practicable. Such a statement may be expected to be 
extremely instructive and useful, though the proportionate circu- 
lation of the different classes of books will doubtless surpiise 
many who have given but little attention to the subject But 
the wise administration of such an institution requires a knowl- 
edge of such facts, heretofore unattainable. 



LOSSES AND INJURIES. 



As the last year has been one of transition, by the adoption 
of new methods long foreseen to be unavoidable, for using the 
books, and for guarding them from abuse, it is not possible to 



PUBLIC UBRABY. 39 

present statistics of losses and injuries which can be properly 
compared with those reported in former yearS; or so reliable as 
those which can hereafter be given. The modes now in use will, 
it is hoped and believed, render this portion of the Annual Report, 
in the future, more acceptable than it has been heretofore. The 
examination of the books in the Bates Hall by the Shelf-lists has 
been very strict. This year, twenty-seven volumes were missing 
from their places. Some of those not found at first, have been 
returned in a way as mysterious as their disappearance. Nearly 
half of those remaining unaccounted for, are pamphlets which 
had been placed by themselves to be bound, and are doubtless 
merely mislaid. Of the nineteen reported missing for the year 
1864-65, nine have been found. Of the fifteen reported missing, 
in all, previous to September, 1864, eight have been returned. 
So that in all, from the first circulation of the books of the 
Bates Hall, in 1861, to the present time, forty-three books only 
are not to be found. A part of these will doubtless be returned. 
Of nineteen books charged to borrowers previous to September 1, 
1865, but not then returned or replaced by them, two have 
this year been returned. Seven books charged to borrowers 
during the year 1865-66, have not been returned; but two of 
the seven borrowers having lost their books promise to replace 
them. 

It is not, perhaps, to be wondered at, that in so large a collec- 
tion it should be impossible to find everything the moment it is 
sought. But the measures taken to prevent losses and displace- 
ments in this Hall are so stringent and so constantly enforced, 
that I cannot report any books missing, at the time of the annual 
scrutiny, without dissatisfaction. I know not, however, of any 
reasonable method in addition to those already employed to 
diminish this small evil. 

As to mutilations and injuries, the examination has disclosed 
nothing to be reported in the Bates Hall. The books have been 
very carefully used, and are in excellent condition. 
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In the Lower Hall, an accnrate collatioii has been made of the 
books in six of the twenty alcoves, including the four of the 
class of Fiction, apon which the abnses have principally faUen. 
The result is presented in the following table. It will be under- 
stood that the statements cover all the accumulated losses and 
injuries in the alcoves, not repaired since the first opening of the 
Library. 

result of collation of booics in alcoves 4^ 7, 14, and 17 

(comprising works op fiction). 

Whole number of books on the Shelf-lists 

in Aug., 1866 7,672 volumes. 

Number missing on examination by Shelf- 
lists 1,678 

Number since condemned as imperfect or 

odd volumes 1,029 

2,707 volumes, 

4,965 " 
Number of condemned books supplied, and 

of missing books returned, up to Sept. 1 940 

Number remaining after collation (which 
has, however, since been considerably 
increased) 5,905 volumes. 

IN ALCOVES 1 AND 11 (ARTS AND 6CIENCB8). 

Whole number on Shelf-lists Aug., 1866 . . 3,183 volumes. 

Number missing on examination by Shelf-lists 111 

Number condemned since, as imperfect . . 8 

Number removed to Bates Hall 220 

389 volumes. 

Number remaining Nov. 1, after examination 2,844 *' 

The number of missing and condemned books replaced varies 
from day to day as they are received from the agents, to whom 
the orders were given to procure them as promptly as possible. 
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Some of them are out of print, and cannot be obtained without 
considerable delay. In some cases, several copies of one work 
have been removed from the shelves. As these may be injured 
in different parts, it is probable that one complete copy may 
in some cases be profitably made &om two or three imperfect 
ones. 

When these alcoves were reorganized every book was collated, 
all pencil marks were erased, and all stains removed, so far as 
they could be. The condition of each book was noted, as well 
as might be, upon the book itself, and upon the Shelf-list It had 
been proposed to examine every book anew each time it should 
be returned by a borrower, so that every borrower could be held 
to an immediate and undeniable responsibility for the condition 
of the book he had received. But it was found that scarcely one 
hundred books a day could be thus collated and cleaned by one 
person, and it seemed probable that after this first work had 
been performed at least three additional attendants would be 
needed to collate the books as they should be returned. The 
expense of this would be greatly disproportioned to the value of 
the books which we might expect would be thus saved from ruin, 
and the delays incident to the process would be matter for many 
complaints. 

Practically, a certain amount of loss and injury must for the 
present be borne with. This amount, in the most popular classes 
of books of a library open so freely to the whole community, 
must be expected to be large. There is probably no feasible 
remedy in the power of the Trustees consistent with the wonted 
freedom of the Library, and it does not seem likely that the evil 
can be fully stopped unless the Legislature of the State can apply 
some suitable penalty which can be practically enforced in cases 
of gross and wanton abuses. 

The principle of administration upon which this Library was 
founded was, at least in the magnitude of its application, quite 
novel, and, I may say, startling. 

6 
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It was proposed to place in the reach of all the people of a 
large city the most ample stores of entertaining and usefdl read- 
ing, with no safeguards or restrictions in the first instance, except 
such as were, in the apprehension of every one, obviously and 
absolutely indispensable, and to adopt no restrictions afterwards, 
except as they became imperative to secure and perpetuate the 
benefits of this great literary charity. 

The result of this unbounded confidence in the honor of the 
citizens of Boston, and their just appreciation of such a boon, 
was for a long time matter of just pride and of frequent con- 
gratulation. At first, indeed, the success of the experiment 
seemed well-nigh complete. It was certainly surprising, even to 
those who at the outset were most sanguine. 

Instances of ungenerous, if not of wanton and criminal abuses of 
this confidence did, however, show themselves, and increase from 
time to time in such a way as to cause anxiety, and finally alarm. 
The Trustees faithfully reported these indications from year to 
year. It was clear that these abuses could be suppressed, but 
not, it was feared, without in some degree curtailing the freedom 
of the institution. It was probable that only a comparatively 
small number of persons were thus regardless of their honor and 
duty ; but all must be affected by any restrictions of privilege. 
Those to whose charge the Library was committed, studied the 
whole subject carefully, with the best advice, and witti the light 
of the best experience they could command ; and they applied 
the remedy in such a manner that it is believed the danger may 
be checked, if not entirely removed, without adopting measures 
onerous or distasteful to any well-meaning frequenter of the 
Library. On this subject some misapprehension lias been need- 
lessly excited, especially with reference to certain changes, mostly 
of internal administration, which have been adopted during the 
last year. These changes were designed to bear, and do bear, 
only upon those who were to a greater or less degree neglectful 
or culpable, and are not felt by those who are duly observant of 
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the course of conduct which the participation in privil^es like 
those here enjoyed would dictate to all right-minded persons. 

CHANGES IN THE BEADING ROOM. 

The Reading Room for periodicals was the part of the Library 
most liable to abuse. In this, more than 150 from among the 
best journals published in the world were at first laid upon the 
tables, and offered freely to every one who chose to enter and to 
use or abuse them. They were placed in alphabetical order, 
and an attendant was charged with the endeavor to keep them 
so, — a task always difficult, and at last quite impossible. They 
were removed from their places, turned over, covered up, tossed 
about, mutilated, and sometimes purloined, till at length, instead 
of an orderly apartment in a library, it presented sometimes the 
appearance of a room for refuse pamphlets and waste paper. 
A person in search of a periodical, not finding it in its place, would 
often wander about the room, peering over the shoulders of 
many, disturbing by fruitless questions the pursuits of others, 
and more or less interrupting all in the room, — ^finally, perhaps, 
to fail in his quest because the magazine desired had been stolen 
or had not been received. This conrse was not that of one per- 
son in a day, but, to a more or less aggravated extent, of very 
many. Serious readers were annoyed, aggrieved, and sometimes 
quite disgusted. Complaints were frequent; not, indeed, in 
public, for they came from thoughtful persons sincerely bent 
upon making the best of their privileges, and not upon hazarding 
what remained to them by public denunciations. 

It was found, moreover, that the periodicals were so frequently 
mutilated or stolen, that it was next to impossible to make up 
complete sets for preservation. 

To prevent these evils by a more stringent police for the room 
seemed impracticable. Several policemen stationed there could 
not have suppressed effectually such abuses and annoyances. 
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Their employment would have imposed apon the establishment a 
heavy burden of expense, and would have been a standing re- 
proach to the good people of our well-behaved City. 

The course suggested for the remedy of this evil was one 
which; in any library not founded upon the principle of no-re- 
striction, would most likely have been adopted at the outset as a 
necessary precaution. 

It is simply that of placing the periodicals behind a desk, 
under the care of an attendant, who gives them out, as called for, 
keeping the account of the borrowers. The applicant must say 
what he wants, and who he is that wants it. Generally, this is 
done by the borrower writing on a slip of paper his name and 
residence, and the shelf number of the journal wanted, which he 
derives from lists always at hand. Persons to whom this is 
troublesome need not do even so much, but simply whisper the 
title of the journal, or point to it upon the list, and give their 
own address to the attendant. It would seem to be an absurd 
denial of the facility of writing on the part of our citizens, to 
say that this use of a lead pencil could be considered burden- 
some, and it is no more complimentary to assame that any one 
would be ashamed or unwilling to give his name and hold himself 
responsible for anything he may desire to borrow. At all events, 
the change has worked like a charm. It has brought order oat 
of confusion. It has saved the loss of property. It has enabled 
readers to find what they want. It has had a sensible effect upon 
the quiet of the room. It has attracted back some who had left 
in disgust. It has excited no serious complaint. It has not 
diminished the use of the room, which, it is believed, was never 
before greater than it is at present. It has eliminated groups 
of idle boys who formerly entered from the distributing room 
while waiting for books, occupied the chairs, and sometimes 
scribbled or even drew indecent figures upon the margins 
of the magazines. In short, it has in no way been injurious 
to serious readersi while it has been beneficial to alL It 
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18 needless to discuss the question whether a person in a vacant 
half hour may not enter a reading-room and torn aimlessly over 
the leaves of one magazme after another and go away having 
found some sort of profit from the proceeding. It is idle also to 
assert that such persons would not be embarrassed by not finding 
the journals lying promiscuously about the tables. But if their 
case is to be considered, who come in mere listlessness, surely 
the claim of those who come in seriousness and good faith, with 
a definite purpose of improvement, knowmg what they want and 
willing to ask for it, is far more respectable ; and where one must 
be postponed to the other, it is not to be doubted which should 
be preferred. 

The needfulness and e£fect of these changes are so well set 
forth in letters from the Librarian and from two professional 
gentlemen who have used the Beading Room, both before and 
after the change, that I cannot refrain from appending them to 
this Beport. They are marked DD. 

It should be stated that, last year, forty-six numbers of different 
valuable journals were reported as taken away from the room 
and never returned. Since the new system was adopted, a year 
ago, not a single number of a magazine given out from the desk 
has been lost 

The importance of keeping safely every number of a maga- 
zine should be considered not solely in its pecuniary and its 
moral aspects ; it should be remembered that if a journal is thus 
purloined by one person, all others who would be readers of it 
are deprived of their privileges. If a foreign journal be taken, it 
cannot probably be replaced for months, — sometimes not at all. 
We have now in the Library hundreds of volumes thus rendered 
imperfect, which we have been unable to complete after many 
attempts to do so. 

It may also be mentioned here that the principle of withdraw- 
ing the periodicab from the tables was not at first applied to all 
of them. Thirteen of the most popular and useful journals 
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were subscribed for in duplicate, and one copy of each was laid 
upon the table with the intention of keeping them there, if pos- 
sible. In a few weeks, thieving fingers had dealt with them all. 

It is hoped and believed that these evil practices were con- 
fined to a small number of persons. But these few culprits 
contrived to bring discredit upon a law-loving people, reproach 
upon a noble public charity, and, perhaps, suspicion upon honest 
frequenters of the Library. 

It should here be stated, that what may be termed a library of 
reference, comprising sevei-al hundred volumes of the best and 
most recent Encyclopaedias, Lexicons and Vocabularies of various 
languages. Gazetteers, Biographical Dictionaries, Directories, Al- 
manacs, Atlases, and Handbooks of various kinds, are arranged 
around the desk of the attendant, and left still entirely open to the 
use of every one, without the slightest restriction. These are so 
immediately under the eye of the attendant, that they are, in 
general, safe, although some of them have heretofore been mati- 
lated, defiled by obscene words and figures, and sometimes stolen. 

A volume of the last edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
was, several years ago, ruined by tearing ruthlessly out of it a 
very valuable article of more than one hundred pi^es, and the 
detective force of the City could not discover the perpetrator of 
the outrage. Among the books several years ago purloined 
were a Bible and a Concordance I After two vears' absence, 
the latter was returned mysteriously to the Library. 

NEW SYSTEM FOR RECORDING LOANS. 

Another important change efiFected during the year, is in the 
method of recording loans, both in the Bates and Lower Hall. 
This change is one merely of internal administration. It in no 
way abridges or changes the privileges of readers. It requires 
of them no additional labor in borrowing or returning books. 
It will demand of them no more time. There is nothiiig in the 
Lower Hall to inform them of the change, except a difference in 



PUBLIC LIBBABT. 47 

one side of the card, and a stamp made upon it of the date of 
each loan, and of its return. 

As, however, this new system has been misapprehended by some 
who do not appear to know its purport, it may be well to state 
here something of the design of its introduction, of the details of 
its operation, and of its results in securing the safety of the 
books, and their just and equal distribution among borrowers. 

Prom the early days of the Library, the method of recording 
loans was that.long practised of ledger accounts, abri4ged in our 
case by omitting the titles of the books, writing only the shelf 
and order numbers, and rendered more rapid and easy by an 
ingenious decimal arrangement of the accounts. 

When the use of the Library became large, it was found that 
sach a system of recording loans lacked the most needful means 
for detecting irregularities and abuses, and that, as an almost 
necessary consequence, such abuses increased, in an alarming 
degree, from year to year. The record furnished no certain and 
reliable proof against delinquents. Books could be lost or mu- 
tilated with impunity. This, of course, became generally known. 
Books were very often kept beyond the proper time, and thus 
the rights of others who were waiting for them were infringed. 
It was practically impossible to tell what books on any given 
day were improperly detained from the Library, and to give 
notice that they should be returned. When a book was unrea- 
sonably detained, and greatly needed by another reader, it was 
impracticable to ascertain who had the book till the borrower 
chose to return it. It was out of the power of the administration 
to secure, or even to facilitate, an equitable distribution of the 
books. Besides all this, no valuable information could be gleaned 
from the record as to what class of books were most used, or 
how frequently such or such a book had been called for ; thus, 
no assistance could be derived from it for making such a selec- 
tion of books as the public most desired. The numerous ledgers 
were, moreover, cumbrous and unwieldy. 
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Stilly in spite of all these imperfections, the acquired fecility 
and rapidity of working the system such as it was, the incon- 
venience of making any alteration, and the difficulty of deciding 
upon a new system, combined to prevent any change, long after 
it was seen that one was imperatively necessary for the preser- 
vation of the Library from disorder and discredit 

The new system is, in its main features, one, which, I believe, 
is displacing all others in the great public libraries of Europe 
and of this country. It consists in making the record of loans 
upon separate slips of paper of uniform size, upon each of which 
is stamped the date, after wi*iting with a lead pencil a word or 
two of the title of the book, the shelf-numbers, and the address 
of the borrower. 

In the Bates Hall the name and residence are written bv the 
borrower. In the Lower Hall, from which books are often sent 
for by children and servants, the address upon the borrower's 
card is transferred to the slip by the attendant in the Library. 

The date of the loan is also stamped upon the card and upon 
the book lent. These stamps, in the hands of the borrower, serve 
to remind him how long he has had the book, and thus prevent his 
incurring fines, and when the book is returned, they guide the 
attendant to the record slip. 

The slip, as soon as written, is dropped into its proper place 
in a drawer furnished with a compartment for each alcove of jhe 
Library. 

From the beginning of the Library, the Rules have allowed a 
book to be kept out for twelve Library days, have exacted a fine 
for every day of subsequent detention, and have required that, 
after six days of such detention, the book should be sent for at 
the e2;pense of the borrower. None of these r^ulations has 
been changed, but facilities have been provided for carrying them 
into effect At the close of each day the slips for the day are 
placed together in exact order in a drawer of the distributing 
room, divided so as to furnish twelve compartments for books not 
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kept beyond the time allowed, and six other compartments for the 
slips of books finable. The first day's gathering is placed in 
the first division, the second day's in the second, and so on 
through the twelve. On the thirteenth Library day, the slips 
remaining in the first division are removed to the first division 
for finable books, and their place occupied by the slips of books 
lent the preceding day. When the six divisions of the finable 
books are filled, those remaining in the first of them, mast, under 
the Rules, be sent for by a special messenger. It should have 
been stated that on the thirteenth day after the first loans, a 
notice is sent by mail to the address on each of the uncancelled 
slips, stating that the book has already been retained the full 
time allowed, and is now incurring fines, and that, unless returned 
or renewed within six days from the date of the notice, it must, 
under the Rules, be sent for at the expense of the borrower. 

So well has this part of the system worked, that, during the 
time it has been in operation, not two and a half books a day on 
an average have been detained long enough to be sent for by a 
messenger. The sending for books is rapidly bringing to light 
abuses which have long existed, and it will, as may be hoped, 
soon lead to the detection and removal of most of them, thus 
obviating the apprehended necessity of requiring troublesome 
guarantees for the loans. 

A member of the Soldiers' Messenger Corps has been em- 
ployed for tracing out delinquencies. He has performed the ser- 
vice faithfully and skilfully, with the following results : 

Whole number of delinquents referred to him in thirty-five 

Library daj's 82 

The whole number of books lent to the last of the days 

was 29,352 

From these, — the number of books recovered is . 40 

" " not recovered 42 — 82 

Of the 42 not recovered he has reported — 

Borrowers removed to places unknown .... 13 

7 
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Borrowers who had recorded their names with wrong resi- 
dence, but who were found by the Messenger . . 2 

Borrowers who were said to have removed to other places, 
but who have made no reply to letters sent to them . 8 

Borrowers who promised to call at the Library and explain 
their delinquencies, but have not done so . . .6 

Borrowers who have removed jfrom the City, and left their 
cards to others 2 

Borrowers not accounted for 16 

One boy sold his father's card for four cents to another boy, 
who lent it to a third, who lost both book and card ; but the 
three boys came to the Library, and united to pay for the book lost 

When a book is regularly returned, the slip and card are 
stamped with the date of the return, and the slip is placed in its 
proper order, according to the shelf-number, among the cancelled 
slips. Thus, the slips representing the same book come together, 
and it is easy to ascertain how many times, when, and in what 
order, each book has been borrowed. Thus, too, the slips for 
each alcove are brought together, and as the books are divided 
in the alcove by subjects, it is easy to ascertain how much each 
class of books has been used. As the books in each day's gath- 
ering are kept in the order of their shelf-numbers, it is not diffi- 
cult to ascertain who has any book which is out, — a matter often 
of considerable importance. 

By means of an ingeniously contrived stamp, each slip is num- 
bered in order from the first to the last, so that it is ascertain- 
able at a glance how many books have been lent since the Li- 
brary year commenced, and at the end of the year the aggregate 
circulation is disclosed without any count. 

The word or two of the title of the book written upon the 
slip, serves as a check upon mistakes which might occur in copy- 
ing the shelf-numbers. 

Rapid as was the working of the old system, borrowers will 
not probably be obliged to wait longer for their books under the 
new system. 
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Although the number of operations is increased in the new 
system, yet the facility for the subdivision of labor by the use of 
slips is such, that a much greater number of books can be given 
out by it in a day than by the other system. Indeed, there is 
scarcely any limit to its capabilities in this respect. All the 
books in the Lower Hall could be given out and properly 
charged in one day. Under the ledger system, not more than 
two persons could work at a time in receiving and charging 
books without interfering with each other. Under the slip sys- 
tem, as many as could stand by the desk could simultaneously 
receive and deliver books ; and as many as could be accommo- 
dated with stamps and table room could be at one and the same 
time engaged in charging them. 

To all this may be added the greater ease, quietness, and regu- 
larity of the service, where each operation is performed with 
almost mechanical precision, and in a regular order, without the 
necessity of any conversation or conference among the attendants. 
It is unnecessary to go into the details for renewing books, 
transferring them from one account to another, etc. These all 
take care of themselves silently and effectually under the pro- 
visions of the new system. 

It is now three working months since the change was made, 
and I believe that every one who was familiar with the former 
method, and has been occupied with this, has no longer any> 
hesitation in pronouncing in favor of the change. Nor has any 
imperfection been yet developed in its working. It is not 
impossible that modifications may become desirable, or that 
additions may be required, as further safeguards for the loans, 
or to make the record more useful. Improvements should 
always be welcomed. But the motive of the change was the 
greater convenience of the public and the greater protection of 
its property ; its details impjy no trouble to borrowers, and its 
results are such as to insure the greater popularity and useful- 
ness of the institution. 
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THE CATALOGUES. 

The Supplement to the Index for the Bates Hall, including the 
great collection bequeathed by Mr. Parker, has been completed. 
The printing met with many interruptions beyond our control, 
and to the last, all books received were recorded in it, if both 
the main title and the requisite cross references could be inserted; 
— so that instead of 400 pages, as at first estimated, the work 
contains 718 pages, besides the list of City Documents prepared 
by J. M. Bugbee, Esq., which, by permission, is appended to it 

The printed Indexes are now as follows : 

1. The Index for the Lower Hall, printed in 1858, of which 
nearly 10,000 copies have been printed, and but few now remain. 

2. Eight Annual Supplements to the same — some of which 
are now out of print. 

3. The Finding List, with very brief titles for the department 
of Fiction, exhibiting its present state. This was prepared and 
printed during the last annual recess. 

4. The large Index for the Bates Hall; published in 1861, of 
which a second edition, now nearly exhausted, was printed in 
1 865. The stereotype plates are in the possession of the Trustees. 

5. The Supplement to the same, of which 1 ,500 copies have 
been printed. 

In a former part of this Report, the condition of the Indexes 
for the Lower Hall has been described at some length in another 
connection, and requires but brief mention here. For the con- 
venience of the public, it was felt to be extremely desirable to 
prepare and publish a new, consolidated, and complete Index for 
this part of the Library. To avoid retaining from circulation 
the whole Library long enough to prepare the work for the 
press, it was proposed to retain one or two alcoves at a time, 
till the Index so far as pertains to them could be prepared; 
and, further, to avoid the necessity of waiting for the Index of 
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each alcove, as revised, till the whole could be printed, it was 
proposed ifi print the briefest possible " Finding List " for each 
alcove, as soon as it could be made ready. These lists would 
serve a temporary purpose for finding books, and, in some sort, 
a permanent purpose as a classed catalogue. As already stated, 
the Finding List of the department of Fiction, embracing about 
seven thousand volumes, has been printed; and that for the 
department of Arts and Sciences has been made nearly ready 
for the press. Here the work has been arrested for want of 
funds. 

The work already done was accomplished during the recess, 
by employing all of the available regular force of the Library 
and several extra assistants. While the Library is open to the 
public, it is impossible to withdraw from their customary duties 
the assistants in the Library, long enough to do much of this 
kind of labor. 

The work upon the remaining 15,000 volumes will, it is be- 
lieved, be comparatively much less severe than that upon the 
10,000 volumes now nearly completed. 

The volumes in the Library are represented by the printed 
Indexes as follows : 

BATES HALL. 

Index of 1861 containing about . . 55,000 vols. 
Supplement of 1866 about . . . 33,966 " 

LOWER HALL. 

Index of 1858 15,000 vols. 

Eight Supplements 8,366 



(( 



The Finding List contains in it about 7,000 volumes, many of 
them not represented in the above Indexes. 

The remaining books in the Library comprise those received 
too late for insertion in the Indexes, including the Prince Library^ 
duplicates of those catalogued, and sale duplicates. 
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The books received too late for the printed Indexes are made 
known, as far as maj be, to the public, by means of interleaved 
catalogues — a matter of many difficulties, delays, and inconTen- 
iences. If the suggestion, made by the Examining Committee, of 
a Monthly Bulletin for making known the receipts of the Library 
month by month, should be carried into effect, it will prove of great 
advantage to those who use the Library, and save the necessity 
of frequent Supplements. 

During the year, the internal affairs of the Library have pro- 
ceeded with regularity and harmony. The great amount of un- 
usual labor required has been performed with cheerful alacrity 
by the attendants. The problems to be solved in managing so 
large and so free a circulation are many of them new, difficult, 
and perplexing. We cannot be governed by precedents; we 
must not be too conservative of old ways ; we must seek after 
improvements. Measures must be framed for our special exigen- 
cies. One pleasant and promising circumstance connected with 
the necessary discussion which has arisen respecting details of 
administration, has been that suggestions of ingenious and origi- 
nal plans for meeting difficulties have been made by persons not 
connected with the Library, but who have used it largely, and 
have understood and appreciated its position, its liberal spirit, 
and its importance as a free public provision for the literary and 
moral culture of the people. Some of these suggestions may 
yet prove of great practical benefit, even though it may not be 
possible to adopt them in full. At any rate, they give cheering 
evidence of the interest felt by thoughtful men in rendering the 
Library to the highest degree popularly useful. A person accus- 
tomed to literary researches among large collections of books 
can find his way under almost any discouragements; but, for 
those who have little acquaintance with books, extraordinary 
facilities must be provided. It is their necessities which require 
the most patient consideration, which demand ingenious expe- 
dients, which forbid a blind adherence to precedents, and invite 
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snggestionSy even the boldest of which may contain som^ hints 
of practical value. 

The usual financial statement for the year is appended to this 
Report, and marked EE. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES C. JEWETT, 

Superintendent. 

Pdbuc Librabt, Nov. 13, 1866. 
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2 


American Peace Society, 






2 


American Phonic Association, 




7 


14 


American Tract Society, 






3 


American Unitarian Association, 




2 




Ann Arbor. University of Michigan, 




1 




Anonymous. A Fnend, 




1 




Anonymous. A Lawyer, 




2 




Anonymous. 


6 papers. 


9 


64 
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DONORS. 


Vols. 


Pam. 


Atwood, Charles, 




1 


Baker, N. B., Adjutant General, Des Moines, Iowa, 


2 




Balfour, David M., 


3 


U 


Barnard, James M., Esq., 10 engravings. 


97 


234 


Barnes, William, 


1 




Bates, Samuel P., Harrisburg, Pa., 


1 




Bigelow, Hon. John P., 


37 




Bigelow, The Misses, Maiden, 


77 


38 


Black, James, Lancaster, Pa., 2 broadsides. 


17 


31 


Blatchford, E. S., New York, 




1 


Bogart, W. H., Albany, 


1 




Boole, F. I. A., City Inspector, N. Y., 


1 




Boston, City of. 


17 


1 


Boston. The VVebster Vase. See Appendix CC. 






Boston Athenaeum, 




5 


Boston Board of Trade, 


1 




Boston Freedman's Aid Society, by J. R. Thayer, 


1 


9 


Boston Gas Light Company, 


4 




Boston Mercantile Library Association, 




1 


Boston Provident Association, 




2 


Bowditch, H. I., M.D., 1 paper. 


7 


124 


Bowditch, J. Ingersoll, 


20 




Bowen, Henry, 


1 


• 


Bradlee, Rev. Caleb Davis, 2 papers, 3 broadsides. 


3 


8 


Brinley, George, Hartford, Ct., 


1 




Brooklyn, Long Island. Historical Society, 


1 




Brookljm Mercantile Library Association, 




1 


Brown, Francis H.', M.D., 




1 


Brown, J. Coffin Jones, 


6 


4 


Buffalo Young Men's Association, 




1 


Bagbee, J. M., Esq., 


2 




Bullock, His Excellency A. H., 




3 


Bunker Hill Monument Association, 






Bumham, T. 0. H. P., 


8 




Burroughs, Rev. Henry, Jr., 




142 


Butler, Peter, 






California. Department of Public Instruction, 






California, College of, 




1 


Cambridge. Harvard College, 




4 


Capen, John, 




1 


Chaney, Prof. Henry, Detroit, Mich., 




1 


Chapman, Mary Gray, 






Charlestown Public Library, 




1 


Christem, F. W., New York, 


11 


14 


Cincinnati, Ohio. Mechanics' Institute, 




1 



8 
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DONOHS. 


Vou. 


Pam. 


Cincinnati Young Men's Library Association, 




1 


Clapp, Derastus, 


1 




Clark, Henry, Poultney, Vt., 




1 


Clinch, Rev. J. H., 


3 




Coolidge, D. H., 




1 


Cornell, W. M., M.D., Philadelphia, 


1 




Cotting, B. E., M.D., Roxbury, 




1 


Coxe, Brinton, Philadelphia, 


1 




Curtin, Daniel S., 


1 




Curtis, Mrs. C. P., 


33 


69 


Cutter, Charles A., Cambridge, 1 map. 






Cutter, Mrs. Charles A., Cambridge, 


1 




Dana, Richard H., Jr., 




1 


Dean, John, M.D., 


3 




Dean, J. W., 




1 


Delafield, Gen. Richard, U. S. Engineers, 


1 




Dennett, VVm. H., 


1 




Derby, Haskett, M.D., 


1 




Divoll, Ira, St. Jjouis, 




1 


Dixon, B. Homer, Toronto, 


1 




Dorr, E. Ritchie, 




1 


Eaton,. J. B., Executor of Lydia S. Gale, 


94 


92 


Eilinburgh. Royal Society, 


1 


1 


Edwards, Henry, 


1 




Ellis, Charles M., 




1 


Everett, William, 


64 




Fay, Hon. Theodore S., 


1 




Field, Rev. C, 




2 


Fitchburg. Town Library, 




1 


Foley, William J., 


5 


3 


Ford, William E., 




1 


Foster, Wm. H., Andover, 




1 


Francis, James B., 


1 




Garfield, Hon. J. W., 




2 


Goldsmith, Seth, Charlestown, 




5 


Gould, Benjamin A., Cambridge, 




1 


Gray, Miss Isa, 


1 


12 


Great Britain. Commissioners of Patents, 


72 




Great Britain. Ro^'al Observatory, 


1 




Green, S. A., M.D., 




16 


Greenough, W. W., 


11 


11 


Hale, Rev. Edward E., 


2 




Hall, Charles B., 




5 


Hall, W. W., M.D., New York, 


1 




Hartford Young Men's Institute, 




1 
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DON0B8. 




Pam. 



Hill, Hamilton A., 

Hamphrey, Henry B., 

Hunt, Richard M., New York, 

Jarves, Deming, 

Jarvis, Edward, M.D., 

JiUson, Prof. William E., 

Keep, N. C, M.D., 

Kempel, Fritz, 

Kimball, H. H., 

Kirk, Rev. E. N., D.D., 

Kreissman, August, 

Langworthy, Rev. I. P., 

Lawrence, Ajbbott, 

Lee, Henry, Jr., 

Lewis, Winslow, M.D., 

Lincoln, His Honor F. W., Jr., 

Lincoln, Henry W., 

London. Royal Astronomical Society, 

London. Royal Geographical Society, 

London. Royal Society, 

London. Peace Society, 

London Library, by Robert Harrison, 

Loring, James S., Brooklyn, 

Lowell, City of, 

Lowell City Library, 

McDougall, Hon. William, Ottawa, Canada, 

Maine Gen'l Conference, E. F. Duren, Rec. Secretary, 

Manchester, N. H., Free Library, 

March, Andrew S., 

Massachasetts, State of, 

Massachusetts State Library, 

Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, 184 papers. 

Massachusetts Bible Society, 

Massachusetts Historical Society, 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 

Massachusetts Temperance Society, by J. S. Warren, 

May, Miss Abby W., 15 papers, 8 slips. 

Meigs, M. C, Quarter-Master General U. S. A., 

Meredith, E. A., by H. J. Morgan, 

Merriam, J. W., M.D., 

Merrill, George, 

Middlebury College, Vt., 

Milwaukee Young Men'<% A^ssociation, 

Moore, Charles W., 

Morgan, Albert, 



2 
1 
1 
1 



2 

1 
10 

1 

1 
1 
2 
8 
1 

1 

22 

1 

13 



78 

138 

1 
1 
2 
3 
3 
6 
19 



1 
2 
2 



9 
1 
1 

28 



6 
15 



25 

1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
8 
1 
359 
1 



12 
1 

182 
5 
1 
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DONORS. 




Pam. 



7 papers. 



2 

2 
2 



Morgan, Henry J., Ottawa, Canada, 

Mumford, S. R., Detroit, 

Munsell, Joel, Albany, 

Napoleon III, Emperor of France, 

New Bedford Public Library, 

New England Loyal Publication Society, 59 broadsides. 

New Haven. Collegiate and Commercial Institute, 

New Haven. Yale College, 

New York. Chamber of Commerce, J. A. Stevens, Jr., 

Secretary, 
New York. Columbia College, 
New York. Loyal Publication Society, 
New York. Mercantile Library Association, 
New York. Union Theological Seminary, 
New York State Homoeopathic Medical Society, Albany, 
Nichols, Major W., Jr., M.D., Coll. of "Confederate" 

hospital blanks, etc., 
Norton, Charles E., 
Nourse & Rand, 

Ohio, State of, 2 broadsides. 

Owen, Hon. Robert Dale, 
Parker, Henry Tuke, London, England, 
Parker, Nathan H., 
Patterson, Gen. Robert, 
Pease, Rev. Giles, 

Perry, Rev. Wm. S., Litchfield, Conn., 
Phelps, Abner, M.D,, portfolio of MS. 

Philadelphia. American Philosophical Society, 
Philadelphia. Entomological Society, 1 paper. 

Philadelphia. Library Company, 
Philadelphia. Mercantile Library Association, 
Phillips, H. J., M.I)., New York, 
Pickston, William, Manchester, Eng., by D. L. Webster,' 1 
Pike, J. G. W., M.D., 
Portland, First Parish, 
Providence, City of. 
Providence. Athenaeum, 
Providence. Butler Hospital for the Insane, 
Punchard, George, 6H papers. 

Quincy, Miss Eliza S., 
Rand & Avery, 

Randall, Rt. Rev. Bishop G. M., Colorado, 
Rankin, Rev. J. E., Charlestown, 
Ranney, Thomas, Newton, 
Ray, Georgiana A., 



1 
1 
2 
1 

3 

1 

2 

2 
2 
1 
1 
3 



1 
1 



1 
2 



1 
1 



5 
6 
4 



2 

1 



1 
1 



I 
1 
4 



1 
60 

2 

8 



429 

4^ 



16 13J 
1 
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DONORS. 




Pam. 



Redpath, James, 

Reynolds, Edward, M.D., 

Rhode Island, State of, by Hon. J. R. Bartlett, 

Rice, Hon. Alexander H., M.C., 

Richardson. James B., 

Robbins, Rev. Chandler, D.D., 

Rogers, Henry B., 1 circular. 

Russell, Hon. C. T., 

Salem. Essex Institute, 

Salter, Richard H., M.D., 

San Francisco Mercantile Lib. Assoc, by D. E. Webb, 

San Francisco Odd Fellows Library Association, 

Sargent, Rev. John T., 3 cuttings. 

Sargent, L. M., 

Savage, Edward H., 

Schauffler, Ferdinand S., 

Schouler, Adjutant General William, 

Sears, Hon. Philip H., 

Seward, Hon. William H., 

Shaw, Benjamin S., M.D., 

Sherwin, Thomas, 

Shippen, Edward, Exec'r of Mrs. E. B. Gibson, of Phila., 

Siblev, J. Langdon, Cambridge, 

Slack, C. W., 

Smith, Charles C, 

Smith Brothers, 

Smith, F. W., 

Smith, G. P., 

Smith, Samuel, Worcester, City Clerk, 

Smith, W. Dexter, Jr., 22 pages of music. 

Snelling, George H., 

Snow, Edwin M., M.D., Providence, R.I., 

South Danvers. Peabody Institute, 

Spencer, William V., 

Springfield Library Association, 

Stevens, Benjamin S., 

Stevenson, Miss M. C, Brookline, 

Stimpson, F. H., 

Stone, Rev. A. L., D. D., 

Stone, General Charles, Cambridge, 

Storer, Frank H., 

Storer, H. R., M.D., 

Sullivan, Dennis, 

Sullivan, Richard, 

Sumner, lion. Charles, 25 papers. 



47 

13 

2 

1 

2 

2 

22 



7 
2 
2 



1 
1 
1 
2 



2 



6 
2 
1 
1 



2 
1 

4 
63 



1 
6 
5 

9 
6 
7 
5 
255 
1 
2 
6 
9 



1 
2 
6 
1 



4 
1 
1 

3 
15 



25 
1 



8 
2 
2 
7 
115 
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DONORS. 




Pah. 



Sunderland, Dr. La Roy, 

Swett, Samuel, 

Tarbox, Rev. I. N., 

Taylor, S. H., LL.D., Andover, 

Terwilliger, James, Clerk of the Senate, Albany, 

Thayer, Alex. W., Consul at Trieste, 

Ticknor, George, 53 papers. 

Tobey, Hon. E. S., 

Toner, Dr. J. M., Washington, D.C., 

Townsend, S. D., M.D., 89 papers. 

Tracy, Rev. Joseph, 

Twining, T.,Perryn House, Twickenham, Eng., 1 paper. 

United States. Bureau of Military Justice, 

Bureau of Navigation, 

Coast Survey, A. D. Bache, Super- 

1 map. 

Congress, 

Department of State, 

Department of the Post-Office, 

Engineer Department, 7 maps. 

Library of Congress, 

Navy Department, 2 lithographs. 

Naval Observatory, 

Surgeon General J. K. Barnes, 
United States Christian Commission, 
United States Sanitary Commission, Historical Bureau, 
J. M. Blatchford, Gen. Sec, 14 papers. 

Upham, Hon. Charles W., Salem, 
Upham, J. Baxter, M.D., 
Venice. Istituto Veneto, 
Vienna Imperial Geological Institute, 
Vinton, Frederic, Washington, 
Vose, George L., 
Walther, G. J., 
Ward, Rev. James W., 
Warner, Edward, 
Warren, Rev. Israel P., 
Warren, J. Mason, M.D., 
Warren, J. Sullivan, 
Washburn, Hon. Emery, 
Washington. Smithsonian Institution, 
Weiss, Rev. John, Watertown, 
Wells, Rev. E. M. P., D.D., 
Whipple, Charles K., 
Whitney, Rev. Frederick A., Brighton, 



United States. 
United States. 

intendent. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 
United States. 



3 



1 
2 

7 

12 

1 



1 
1 



4 
8 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
32 
1 
1 

23 
2 

5 
1 
1 



2 
2 



2 

59 



4 

14 



1 
30 



73 
5 
1 

10 



2 
3 

22 

5 

8 

42 

3 
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D0N0B8. 


Vols. 


Pak. 


VV hitney, Henry Austin, 

Wifien, B. B., near Wobum, Bedfordshire, England, 


1 




2 pages and 2 circulars. 


8 




Wiggin, J. K., 
Wightman, Hon. Jos. M., 
Wilder, Burt G., 


1 
3 

1 


2 


Wiliiams, J. D. W., Roxbury, 
VV illiams. Dr. Lewis^ 


40 
1 


2 


Wilson, Hon. Henry, 

VV inthrop, Hon. Robert C, 1 broadside. 


25 

47 


1 
156 


Wood, Rev. Horatio, Lowell, 




1 


Wood, Wm., & Co., 




1 


Worcester. American Antiquarian Society, 
Worcester Free Library, 
Worthington & Flanders, 


1 
2 


2 

1 


Wright, Elizur, 

Wyman, Je&ies, M.D., Cambridge, 




2 
12 



PERIODICALS. 

Abbott, WilKam 2 papers. 

American Messenger 1 paper. 

Boston Courier 96 papers. 

" Cultivator 6 " 

" Daily Advertiser 773 " 

" Daily Journal . . . . . . 866 " 

" Evenmg Traveller 126 " 

" Herald ....... 6 " 

" Investigator 1 " 

" Medical Journal The File. 

" Liberator 2 papers. 

" Pilot . . . . . . . . 7 " 

" Recorder 62 " 

Bradford, Geo., Charlestown 2 " 

Bunker Hill Aurora, W. W. Wheildon . . . 2 " 

Charlestown Advertiser 2 " 

Christian Era 2 « 

" Inquirer, N.Y., The File. 
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Christian Register The File and 2 papers. 

" Watchman and Reflector .... 3 " 

'' Witness 2 " 

Commercial Bulletin 1 " 

Commonwealth The File and 1 paper. 

Congregationalist 42 papers. 

Daily Evening Voice 5 " 

Evening Commercial The File. 

Freemason's Monthly Magazine .... The File. 

Hawthorne, S. T 7 papers. 

Herald of Health The File. 

Jillson, Prof. Wm. E 6 papers. 

Masonic Monthly The File. 

Massachusetts Plowman 10 papers. 

Mobile Daily Times File in part. 

Musical Times The File. 

Nation, N. Y The File. 

Nation, Boston 1 paper. 

New England Farmer 64 papers. 

New York Social Science Review .... 1 number. 

Palmer, F. H., Supt. Merchants' Ex. News Room . 172 papers. 

Saturday Evening Express . . . The File and 1 paper. 

Saturday Evening Gazette 4 papers. 

Student and Schoolmate, Jos. H. Allen . . . The File. 

Sunday Times The File. 

Tract Journal 1 paper. 

Universalist 2 papers. 

Waverley Magazine, Moses A. Dow ... 2 journals. 

Wide World 5 papers. 

Woonsocket Patiiot 2 " 

World's Crisis 2 " 

Zion's Herald 8 " 



[BB] 



AGREEMENT 



This agreement, made and entered into on the 11th day of 
Jnlj, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-six, by and between the City of Boston, party of the first 
part, and the Deacons of the Old South Church in said Boston, 
for themselves and their successors in office, party of the second 
part, witnesseth, that it is understood and agreed by and between 
said party of the first part and said party of the second part as 
follows, namely: 

1. The said Deacons will deposit in the Public Library of 
said City, all the books, pamphlets, maps, printed papers, and 
manuscripts now in their possession, which were bequeathed to 
said Old South Church by Rev. Thomas Prince, by will dated 
October 2, 1758, and proved Nov. 3, 1758; the same being 
known as the Prince Library. 

2. Said Prince Library shall be kept by the said party of the 
first part, in the Public Library building of said City, by itself, 
and no book or paper belonging to it shall be permitted to be 
taken from said building, except for the purpose of being bound 
or otherwise repaired. 

3. Said party of the first part shall, through the Trustees of 
said Public Library, put said Prince Library in good order, and 

9 
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keep it so ; and shall cause a separate catalogue of said Prince 
Library to be prepared and printed, keeping an account of the 
expenses that may be incurred in putting said Library in order 
and keeping it so, and in preparing and printing said cata- 
lo^e. 

4. So long as said Prince Library shall remain in said build- 
ing, it shall be accessible for reference and use in the same 
way with the other books of said Public Library which are 
excluded from circulation, and from use, except in the rooms of 
the Library building. 

5. Clergymen and literary men residmg out of Boston, 
known to the Superintendent of said Public Library, or bringing 
a note of introduction from a pastor or deacon of the Old South 
Church, shall be permitted to consult said Prince Library, and 
use the same, in the Public Library building, under the super- 
vision of said Superintendent. 

6. Said party of the fiist part shall return and restore said 
Prince Library to said party of the second part, whenever duly 
demanded by said deacons or their successors, acting under the 
direction of said Old South Church, said deacons or their suc- 
cessors first paying to said City the expenses to be incurred on 
account of said Library, as in Article 3, before written. But 
such expenses shall in no case exceed the sum of two thousand 
dollars. And said deacons shall not be required to pay interest 
upon the amount of such expenses. 

7. Said City shall, by the Trustees of said Public Library, 
acknowledge to said deacons, in writing, the receipt of said 
Prince Library, when the same shall have been deposited in the 
Public Library building. 

In witness whereof, the said City of Boston, by Frederic W. 
Lincoln, Jr., its Mayor, who is duly authorized to execute these 
presents by the City Council of said City, and the said Deacons 
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of the Old South Church, have hereto set their hands the day and 
year first above written. 



United states 

Oovenuneni 

Stamp. 



CHARLES STODDARD, 1 Deacons 

LORING LOTHROP, I of the 

AVERY PLUMER, I (M South Church. 




CITY OF BOSTON, 

By F. W. LINCOLN, Jr., Mayor. 



WriNESS, 

Geo. Ticknor, 
C. C. Jewbti. 

I approve and assent to the above agreement, 

CHESTER I. REED, 

Attorney General of Masaachu^Ua, 



[00] 

Boston, 16th March, 1865. 

To F. W. Lincoln, Jr., Esq., 

Mayor of tJie City of Boston : 

Sm: In the year 1835, a silver vase was presented to Mr. 
Webster by the citizens of Boston, who were desirous to offer 
that great statesman some enduring testimonial of their grati- 
tude for his public services, and especially for the unsurpassed 
combination of logic and eloquence with which he had recently 
defended the Constitution against the assaults of nullification. 

The value of the offering was enhanced by the fact that it was 
procured by a subscription limited to one dollar from each 
person subscribing. It was an expression of the heartfelt 
gratitude of the people to the great statesman who had so 
clearly and powerftilly expounded the Constitution, and educed 
from it those principles of government which, by strengthening 
the bands of the Union, gave a new impulse to the growth and 
prosperity of the country. 

The vase — a beautiful work of art, reflecting the highest 
credit upon the taste of the designer and the skill of the manu- 
facturer — bears on its front this inscription : 

TO 

DANIEL WEBSTER, 

THE 

DEFENDER OF THE CONSTITUTION 

OF THS 

UNITED STATES, 
FROM THE CITIZENS OF BOSTON, 

OCTOBER 12, 1836. 
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The ceremony of presentation took place at the Odeon, in the 
presence of more than three thousand persons. The late Mr. 
Francis Calley Gray, a man held in honored remembrance by 
his firiends for his remarkable abilities and his still more remark- 
able attainments, on the behalf of the subscribers addressed Mr. 
Webster in a speech worthy of the occasion ; and Mr. Webster's 
reply is one of the happiest and most characteristic efforts of 
one who was generally more at home on the field of debate than 
upon the rhetorical parade ground. 

THE WEBSTER VASE 

has become the property of the subscribers, who beg leave to 
present it to the City of Boston, with a request that it may be 
kept in the Hall of the Public Library — a place of deposit 
combining security with the largest opportunity for inspection. 
We wish that it may forever remain in some spot wbeiie it may 
be freely seen by such of the subscribers to its purchase as are 
still living, and by the children and grandchildren of those who, 
like Mr. Webster himself, have passed away from earth. Our 
satisfaction in making this disposition of the vase would be in- 
creased if we could believe that the sight of this 

TESTIMONIAL OF A PEOPLE'S GRATITUDE 

would lead the young men who have come into active life since 
Mr. Webster's death to a more careful study of his immortal 
writings, and inspire them with a more earnest purpose to imi- 
tate his generous and comprehensive patriotism. 

We have only to add that this disposition of the vase is in 
conformity with the wishes of the late Col. Fletcher Webster, 
and of his son, Mr. Ashburton Webster, a young gentleman now 
in the Naval Academy at Newport, upon whom, in default of 
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such disposition, the vase would have devolved by the provisions 
of his grandfather's will. 



George W. Lyman, 
Nathaniel Thayer, 
Albert Fearing, 
Franklin Haven, 
Josiah Caldwell, 
Francis Bacon, 
WmiamW. Greenough, 
WiUiam Thomas, 
F. M. Weld, 
Henry J. Gardner, 
Frederick O. Prince, 
Leverett Saltonstall, 
Thomas W. Pierce, 



Francis Skinner, 
Isaac Thacher, 
J. P. Healey, 
William Gray, 
G. S. HUlard, 
Josiah BardweU, 
Edmand F. Catter, 
George Eaton, 
H. K. Horton, 
George B. Hyde, 
Samael Appleton, 
H. W. Paine, 
Peter Harvey, 



Joseph S. Fay, 
S. T. Dana, 
George Gardner, 
Bei^amin £. Bates, 
George W. Pratt, 
W. Amoiy, 
E. D. Jordan, 
Theophilus W. Walker, 
George Bond Jones, 
H. D. Parker, 
A. Tucker, 
P. Adams Ames, 
Peter Butler. 



LDD] 

George Ticknob, Esq., 

Chairman of the Examining Committee, 

Deab Sir : I deemed it right to make a short statement in the 
Daily Advertiser of my views upon the subject of keeping the 
periodicals of the Reading Room, each in an assigned place, 
accessible to the public only on due application. I learn that 
the Examining Committee may have the subject before them, and 
shoald like to restate my views, for such consideration as the 
Committee may choose to bestow on them. 

My strongest wish in this matter is to secure the public good, 
but this makes no demand inconsistent with the good of the 
Library. Quiet demeanor should be claimed from all visitors, in 
a pablic reading-room, and its papers and periodicals should be 
always at hand, in good condition. Here I rest my conviction 
in favor of the present arrangement of periodicals. Spreading 
the periodicals upon the tables, I say with emphasis, was the 
cause of much disquiet. An alphabetical arrangement was 
attempted, but every new comer broke into this, and of necessity, 
any one in quest of a particular paper walked up and down the 
room to find it. If it was barricaded by readers, he must disturb 
them ; if hidden, stolen, mutilated in any essential part, or not 
received, his noisy search, no less his time misspent, he must 
leave the room dissatisfied, perhaps in ill humor. 

On the present system, in silence, he writes the number of the 
paper, receives it without delay if in, or information concerning it 
if it is not in, and quietly seats himself to read, or selects other 
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numbers, until all his wishes are met. Moreover, a file of back 
numbers, forming an incomplete vohime, is equally accessible, a 
clear gain in favor of the present system, for he is saved an 
annoying, and perhaps fruitless delay, while the attendant Ucaxs 
the room to find it. Spreading the periodicals on the tables m- 
vited from the delivery room a floating crowd, having anything 
but a quiet bearing, many of whom the rules fairly excluded from 
the room ; and this caused no less annoyance in the circulating 
department, for the parties thus trespassing were neglecting the 
business for which they came, heedless of the repeated calls of 
the attendant, and subjecting the Library to the chance of losing 
a book, which, under such circumstances, could easily be appro- 
priated by others. Thus, I hold, the old system subjected the 
reader to various inconveniences, such as disquiet, disorder in 
the arrangements, annoying and fruitless search, delay, &c., 
which the present system entirely obviates, and the question 
presented for consideration is simply one of administration, and 
the present method is shown to accord with the fitness of things. 
. In addition to this, stealing, mutilating, unnecessary wear and 
tear, rendering current volumes of periodicals unfit to bind, were 
almost exclusively incidental to the system abandoned, and give 
force to the argument in favor of the new ; but if the facts above 
stated* were different, if the old system secured quiet demeanor 
and good arrangement, I would not abandon it merely on account 
of incidental defects, from whatever cause, in the periodicals, 
and, for this reason, I do not dwell upon the subject of theft, 
mutilation, and defect, even though it be of grave moment. 

If I am right, it would seem very strange if, in numbers to 
attract notice, the public ceased to be drawn to the Heading 
Boom. But I assure you, sir, this is not the case. Attendance 
in the Reading Room varies with seasons of the year and hours 
of the day. Allow me to select these, and I will agree to make 
out a stronger statement against the administration than any yet 
presented in the public prints. On such manifestly unjust selec- 
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tion only can their criticism be sustained. It is not in conform- 
ity with the fact. Day by day, periodical with periodical, the 
Reading Room was never more than now a popular place of 
resort by those who appreciate its treasures and make a good 
and noble use of them ; for the idler, the lounger, and the man 
without a purpose, it may have been. So far as my observation 
goes, men do not deny themselves a great good and great enjoy- 
ment from unwillingness to take the« trouble of asking for it. 

I may properly add that the expense of administering the 
Reading Room on the present system is the same as under 
the old. One attendant only is required day and night ; while 
the gain incidental, to safe keeping and preservation is quite 
large. 

Moreover, I am strengthened in my position by inquiries made 
of persons of good judgment, who constantly resort to the Room 
for the benefit it confers. The uniform answer is in favor of 
the present method. They regard it as a public convenience, 
and are earnest in their wish to have it retained. 

With much respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

EDWARD CAPEN. 



PUBUC LiBRART READING RoOM, 

Boston, Oct 15th, 1866. 
Mr. Custodian: 

You only ask if I will note down my views as to the new 
arrangement here. I do so cheerfully; and they vnll be my 
views, I having read or heard no other. 

Upon my experience in occasional visits here for a somewhat 
wide though special research, both before and since the change, 
I can say, that now I quickly find what I want, or else why it 

10 
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cannot be had, whether as not yet arrived from the publishers, 
or already in the hands of another reader. In order to do this, 
one need not, as heretofore, expeditionize about the room and 
tables, to the annoyance of many readers and one's self, besides 
being, after all, perhaps, left in doubt. But now one, upon 
entering, finds everywhere the ftiU lists and directions, with 
pencils and slips of paper always ready; he on a slip notes 
from among the hundreds of various periodicals named in the 
lists, simply the list number opposite the one he wants, with the 
briefest hint of the particular issue that he wants, by its number 
or date, marks his own name, stieet and number, then pushes 
forward upon the counter the so inscribed paper, without saying 
a word (unless, as in case of a much called for work, he chooses, 
before writing merely his " name and residence," to whisper, for 
example, the ^^ Atlantic for October "), when forthwith is given to 
him either the exact thing he wants, or the exact reason why it 
cannot be had. This is done by the ever ready attendant dis- 
pensing from within what I may call the cornucopia beneath the 
sublime presence of Columbus discovering a new world. 

Since each borrower, by leaving his name, is so inspired with 
a responsible care in using the periodicals, I have not found, as 
I before did repeatedly, that they were badly soiled, defaced, or 
torn, and sometimes actually spoilt or wholly missing. And I 
think this better condition of the whole is owing to the better 
usage, and not to less perusal; the attendance of readers 
(my observation occurring mostly of evenings) being, if I mistake 
not, larger than before the change, and more entirely a studious 
company. Whether this latter is due to there being now less 
methods for mere idlers, or to the fact of a central directory 
quickly and quietly informing and doing for all comers every- 
thing but the reading itself, others can judge; but to me it 
appears that both idling and mischief have, in far the lai'gest 
proportion, or, indeed, I might almost say entii'ely, disappeared 
upon the change, in addition to the important fact that now, 
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instead of all being obliged to ramble and rummage, none 
are. 

I also think that under the new arrangement, these numerous 
works, containing, as they do, a current history of the age in its 
freshly recorded thought and discoveries in all principal depart- 
ments, even after the full perusal in the Beading Room, are still 
in good condition for binding and preservation in the Library 
for future reference and coming times. 

I might add, without discommending any, that among the long 
established and best reading rooms in Boston to which I have 
had access, containing like works illustrating the progress of 
8cience,]^etc., I usually prefer this of the city, as the best lighted, 
most spacious and conveniently ordered, and abounding in 
books of reference at hand ; and I think I may now fairly add, 
as quiet as any, although by very far the most numerously 
attended. 

Upon the whole, so far as I know and am able to judge, 
the present arrangement and rules go far towards securing 
the best of management, on all hands, for a truly public and 
free reading room, in reference not only to safety, but to 
the utmost practicable usefulness, harmony, and convenience 
for all concerned. 

Very respectfully, etc., 

S. F. PLYMPTON. 



Mb. Capen: 

My Dear Sir, — ^I concur with Mr. Plympton in every opinion 
expressed in his letter. And I will add that I had become so 
dissatisfied with the sailed, mutilated, and '^ be-scribbled " state of 
the magazines, for more than a year preceding the change, that I 
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very seldom visited the room, but I now regard the use of it as 
a privilege and pleasure to be enjoyed as often as possible. 

I can only express my surprise at hearing that any rtadjor has 
found fault witJi the change. 

Yours, with true esteem, 

CHAELES ATWOOD. 

Odoher 15, 1866. 



[EE] 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

EZPENDirnBES, 

From October 1, 1865, to September SO, 1866. 



Binding $2,741 18 

Books ' . . 10,681 88 

Catalogues . . . . . . . 5,381 75 

Expense ........ 1,773 30 

Fuel 1,423 50 

Fnmitnre 1,546 67 

Gas . . 1,530 50 

Periodicals . 1,261 08 

Printing 855 77 

Salaries 15,586 90 

Stationery 1,208 18 

Transportation 214 41 

$44,205 12 
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In Board of Aldermen, November 25, 1867. 
Ud oD tbe table, and ordered to be printed. 

Attest : S. F. McCL£ABY, Cits Cl^k. 



CITY OF BOSTON, 



Public Library, Boston, November 21, 1867. 

His Honor Otis NorcrosSf Mayor of the City of Boston : 

Sm: I have the honor to transmit to you, herewith, the 
Fifteenth Annual Report of the Trustees of the Public 
Library, prepared in obedience to the fourth section of the 
Ordinance relative to ihe Public Library, passed on the 20th 
of October, 1863. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES C. JEWETT, 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees, 
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FIFTEENTH ANNUAL KEPORT 



OF THE 



TRUSTEES or THE PUBLIC LIBRAEY. 
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In obedience to the requisitions of an Ordinance concerning 
the Public Library, passed October 20th, 1863, the Trustees 
have the honor to submit to the City Council their Fifteenth 

REPORT: 

The activity noticed in the last Annual Report, in all branches 
of the library service, has continued without intermission during 
the present year. The amount of labor performed has increased, 
and the difficult task of insuring that each department should 
fully meet the demands made upon it, so that none of the interests 
of the institution should suffer to the inconvenience of the public, 
or to the detriment of its own operations, has, so far as practi- 
cable, been performed. The year of which we have now to 
make report necessarily includes six months of the term of our 
predecessors in office, and comprises the record of a new organ- 
ization of the Board by the City Council, as well as of the 
important changes made by the present Trustees in the economy 
of the Library. 

Of the large class of facts relative to the institution in which 
the City Council and the community have a direct interest, a 
full narration is given in the Report of the Examining Conmuttee 
accompanying this Report. This Committee, appointed under 
the sixth section of the Ordinance, consists of five citizens at 
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large, with a member of the Board of Trustees as ChairmaiL 
The Committee for the present year are Alfonso Bowman, Esq., 
C. W. Freeland, Esq., C. D. Homans, M. D., Herman J. Warner, 
Esq., and Rev. R C. Waterston, with Justin Winsor, Esq., 
as Chairman. Their Report (Document A) will be found 
to contain ampler statistics of the circulation and use of the 
books and periodicals than have hitherto been in the possession 
of the institution. These statistics have been derived from the 
new system of circulation, from which such large results were 
hoped at the time of the last Annual Report. The various 
recommendations of the Conunittee deserve the careful attention 
of the City Council, and will hereafter be made the subject of 
examination on the part of the Trustees. 

The Report of the Superintendent (Document B) is also 
appended. Like the document of the Examining Committee, it 
vnll be found full of figures and facts to indicate the uses of the 
books and periodicals. It likewise fulfils the requirements of 
the third section of the Ordinance, that there should be made 
known to the City Council, annually, "the condition of the 
Library, the number of books that have been added during the 
past year, with an account of its receipts and expenditures/' 
The tables, classifying the books of the Lower Hall, giving the 
number of duplicates upon its shelves, and showing the wear of 
this department of the Library during nine years, will be found 
important by all persons interested in lending libraries. 

On the 31st December, 1866, an Ordinance was passed by the 
City Council, increasii^ the number of the Trustees, and changing 
their tenure of office. It doubled the representation from the 
Common Council, and added one to those selected from the 
citizens at large, making a new Board to consist of nine instead 
of seven members. It also arranged, in conformity with the 
management of other city institutions, that the citizens elected at 
large should serve for a term of three years, two being chosen 
each year. This measure was evidently designed to give per- 
manency and character to the Board, and to secure the services 
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of competent and reliable men in the administration of this great 
trust. It is, indeed, possible under the Ordinance, to elect five 
new members in the Board each year — but this probably was 
not the intention of the City Council. 

It will be remembered, that for several years great difficulty 
had arisen in consequence of the want of power on the part of 
the Trustees to punish individuals abusing or destroying the 
property of the Library. To meet this emergency, the Legisla- 
ture passed at its last session a general "Act for the Preservation 
of Books and other Property belonging to Public Libraries." 
The penalties under this law are sufficiently severe. No prosecu- 
tions under it have yet been necessary, and none may be neces- 
sary ; but it is of the last importance to every public library 
that its guardians should have authority sufficient to protect the 
property placed in their charge for safe keeping. 

The causes which led to the new registration of the persons 
using the Library, are stated at length in the Report of the Ex- 
amining Committee and of the Superintendent. It is only proper 
to add here that the measure was adopted upon the unanimous 
vote of the Board, after careful deliberation. Already a large 
number of persons have registered, and we have yet to learn of 
any one deserving and entitled to the use of the Library, who has 
been excluded thereby from its privileges. If there be any de- 
serving persons, who have no friends or acquaintances, and yet 
are desirous to use the books or Reading Room, let them promptly 
make known their necessities to the Trustees. As the Library is 
intended for the freest use of the greatest number of people, who 
ought to use it, it is obvious that more books can be circulated, 
if they are so protected as to go only into the hands of those 
who will take care of them, and return them at the proper time 
to the Library. 

It has not been expected by the Trustees that a new registra- 
tion, including a system of reference, would relieve the Library 
from all losses. Immunity from loss can only result from actual 
security given, either from the names of responsible persons 
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agreeing to make good possible loss, or from the actual money 
deposit of the value of the book loaned. But it may fairly be 
concluded that any system which will tend to exclude notoriously 
dishonest people from the Library, will diminish the number of 
books lost or stolen. Since the opening of the Lower Hall, over 
6000 books have disappeared from the shelves, either lost, stolen, 
or worn out. It is probable that more than one-half of these 
were worn out, but the proportion absolutely lost through the 
unfaithfulness of borrowers, it is now impossible to fix: here- 
after it will be exactly known. 

During the year new editions of the " By-Laws relative to the 
Trustees and OfiBcers of the Library," and of the " Rules and 
B^gulations for the use of the Public Library," have been printed. 
Li the first of these, such alterations were made as would adapt 
it to the newly enlarged Board. The number of Standing Com- 
mittees has been increased, the duties of all more exactly speci- 
fied, and changes arranged in the work committed to the charge 
of the various principal officers of the institution. This has 
been done with a view so to distribute labors and responsibili- 
ties as to meet all the demands upon the library service, and to 
render, so far as practicable, the details of administration har- 
monious and complete. 

Only one important alteration in the Rules and Regulations 
needs notice here. The Trustees, after observation of the fre- 
quenters of the Library, desirous that its benefits should be extended 
as widely as possible, diminished by two years the limits of the ages 
of admission to the Reading Room and to the uses of the Library. 
The results, so far, have justified the change. A large class ot 
readers has been added, and of an age when a good book makes 
a more lasting and decided impression than upon maturer minds. 
A book remaining unused and idle upon the shelf does not ftilfil 
the purpose for which it was produced, and the largest use con- 
sistent with the safety of the property must be the steady aim 
in any successful management of a great public library. 

Grateful mention is made in the Report of the Superintendent, 
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of the various benefactions to the institution. Among these, 
special notice should be given to the busts of Mr. Everett by 
Thomas Ball, presented by the subscribers to the Everett statue, 
and to that of Mr. Motley, by Richard S. Greenough, due to the 
generosity of Mr. Thomas B. Curtis. The increasing number 
of works of art in the library, has had recent attention from 
the Trustees. No provision was originally made in the library 
building for their preservation or exhibition. The room now 
used for their temporary deposit is utterly unsuited for the pur- 
pose ; and in the changes consequent upon any future extension ' 
or alteration of the present edifice, it is hoped that such arrange- 
ments will be made, as may secure an appropriate position for 
the statuary and paintings now in our possession, and shall 
insure to future benefactors of works of art the conditions which 
shall enable the student to proceed from the text-books on the 
shelves of the library to galleries illustrating their contents, by 
specimens of the best works of modern painters and sculptors. 

Among the conveniences added to the library during the 
year, the Indicator deserves the principSil place. It appears to 
have been instantly understood and appreciated by the borrow- 
ers of our books, and has diminished, in a very marked degree, 
the time of waiting in the distributing-room. Securing compar- 
ative rapidity of delivery, it lessens confusion at the hours of the 
greatest demand for books. 

Of the other new arrangements to facilitate the use of the 
books by the public, the most important is the publication of the 
"Bulletin," of which one number has been issued, and with 
marked success. The work owes its origin to the suggestions 
of the Examining Committee of last year, who felt the impor- 
tance of a readier communication with readers than the ordi- 
nary processes of printing Catalogues and Finding Lists would 
permit. One can hereafter procure, within a reasonable time, 
and at a trifling expense, a list of all the new books added to 
botb. halls of the Library, and the natural desire to obtain 
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the last works upon any given subject will be readily grati> 
fied. 

Since the first opening of the Public Library, and the publica- 
tion of the early reports, indicating to the public the principles 
upon which it would be managed, it has gradually grown in the 
general estimation. The hitherto untried experiment of openiog 
its doors wide to all inhabitants of the city, with the fewest 
possible limitations and safeguards, during fifteen years has 
had a thorough trial. The percentage of losses has been small 
. as compared with the whole number of books circulated. It 
has been the aim of the present Board still further to extend 
the privileges of the institution, due reference being had to the 
certain return of the books loaned. It is, in their judgment, a 
mistake to suppose that the increasing number of books lost was 
of insu£Scient consequence, and that no restrictions were neces- 
sary to prevent further losses. The very fact of immunity to 
one unfaithful borrower tempts others to a like dishonesty. 
To set such a snare before the young and thoughtless would be 
highly unjustifiable. 

In conclusion, the Trustees take leave to commend the Library 
anew to the City Government, to whose continuous bounty and 
fiftvor it has been so largely indebted. It is now, we suppose, 
in size the second institution of the kind in the country, and, 
if its past prosperity shall continue, may ere long be the first 
To arrive at this result, it must keep pace with the wants of the 
community, and be administered for its benefit. 

WM. W. GREENOUGH, 
J. P. BIGELOW, 
NATH'L B. SHURTLEFF, 
WINSLOW LEWIS, 
JUSTIN WINSOR, 
E. P. WHIPPLE, 
THOMAS GAFFIELD, 
WESTON LEWIS, 

JEREMIAH L. NEWTON. 
PuBUC iiiBRABT, 19th Nov.^ 1867. 
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REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COMMmEE. 



The Examining Committee appointed by the Trustees of the 
Public Library for the year 1867, ask leave to 

REPORT. 

They directed their attention to the 

I. BUILDING, 

and learned that its history shows the usual experience with 
public edifices, of inconveniences discovered in use that had not 
been anticipated in the accepted plans. It was a condition of 
Mr. Bates's original gift that the building should be an archi- 
tectural ornament to the city — a provision which Mr. Everett, 
two years before in a letter to the Mayor, had feared might yet 
be interposed, while in his opinion the attempt at architectural 
display would end in failure. Mr. Bates's condition — whatever 
we may think of the way in which it was met — did not of 
course forbid any of the requirements of fitness, and Mr. 
Winthrop, who made the address at the laying of the comer- 
stone, believed that the building, when completed, would be found 
to have few edifices of a like character, to equal it in practical 
appropriateness and convenience ; and the Trustees at that time 
repoited that it would compare fiEivorably with any public build- 
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ing in the world for position, convenience and adaptation. When 
the Library was dedicated; it was suggested that no disappoint- 
ment should be felt, if the building should be found deficient in 
some details, and that it would not be surprising if alterations 
might finally become necessary. It is not strange, .perhaps, that 
the Commissioners, in their joint capacity, did not successfully 
guard against any such future development, since libraries are 
various in character, and have produced diverse experiences, 
while those who have made their construction a study are not at 
all agreed upon the prime necessities of their plan. Besides, a 
free circulating library like this, and of its destined magnitude, 
did not exist, whence the tests of actual trial could be drawn. 
After the building had been occupied three or four years, we 
began to hear complaints of its construction from the Examining 
Committees, supported by those, who were deriving from the 
management of the institution, a practical insight into its de* 
fects. 

What are its Main Defects ? A want of light in some of 
the alcoves of the Bates Hall, of ventilation in the lower 
story, and the absence of working-rooms. Moreover, a mistake 
had been made in the height of the alcoves, since movable steps 
are required to reach the higher shelves, — a fault too late, 
probably, now to remedy. 

In the matter of lighty the defect is often very inconvenient. 
The needless fluting of the exterior walls, devised to aflford light 
to the Lower Hall, and which has not proved of use, both 
enhanced the cost of the edifice, and deprived the Bates Hall of 
valuable room. To reconstruct the walls now, so as to make a 
straight line, would, we are informed, cost an amount that it is 
hardly desirable to expend in view of the future, if not immediate 
necessity, of an additional building in the rear. It is practica- 
able, perhaps, to cut through long, narrow loopholes in the outer- 
most parts of the wall, in the two lower ranges of alcoves (the 
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upper range being light enough) and the expense might not be 
disproportioned to the benefit. 

In regard to ventilation, yoar Committee found the atmosphere 
of the lower Delivery Room invariably very bad, and that of the 
Reading Rooni not so good as it should be, when many are occu* 
pying it, particularly in the evening, when the gas is burning* 
The matter, we learned, had often been investigated without any 
satisfiwstory result. The only eflfectual remedy in the Delivery 
Room would seem to be the removal of its present false-ceiling, 
and even this might not be sufficient without some contrivance 
for facilitating the draught in the flues. It is possible some arti- 
ficial appliance for this end may work relief in the Reading 
Room. 

The need of working accommodations seems to your Committee 
to be seriously felt, and the arguments for special rooms, in our 
opinion, outweigh those in favor of using the galleries and 
alcoves, as is now the case, for work which, it seems to us, 
requires greater room and more fitting conveniences, to insure 
facility and accuracy. All the labor upon the newly-received 
books — the collating, the varied cataloguing, and other work ot 
preparing them for the shelves — is at present done in so narrow 
a space that two persons can barely pass beside the tables ; and 
the room is very insufficient for assorting the books, as may be 
necessary, in making proper classifications. The crowded con- 
dition of this part of the gallery causes more or less confusion, 
and the neighboring shelves of books are exposed to an increase 
of dust. In the alcoves where binding and repairing to bindings 
have been done since 1863, these last considerations seem more 
valid, while the workmen are necessarily put to some inconven- 
ience in timing the noisy parts of their trade to intervals when 
the hall is free from readers. 

The large collection of pamphlets is kept in a low and dark 
apartment over the Delivery Room, and their assortment and 
examination requires light as well as space. If the ceiling of 
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the Delivery Boom, which makes the floor of this apartment, is 
removed, accommodations will have to be provided for this col- 
lection elsewhere. 

A small room in one of the rear towers is now devoted to the 
British Patent Specifications and Reports, and its shelves can 
receive bat a few volumes more of a collection, which, throngfa 
the liberality of the British Government, is constantly growing. 
It is probable that space most be gained by some temporary 
expedient, before another room could be furnished, even if an 
enlargement of the present building be deemed desirable. 

The records of the institution in volumes and slips have now 
reached an inconvenient bulk, if no regular place of deposit is 
provided for them. At present they are necessarily disposed 
in various corners and spaces, and a suitable room for their reg- 
ular arrangement is to be desired. 

The collection of the Fine Arts now small, is well begun, and 
the time cannot be far distant, when the hall at present devoted 
to their reception will be wholly inadequate. 

The Reading Room at times is filled in every part, and might 
well, even now, be enlarged. 

The assistant, who has charge of the monetary accounts, is at 
present only provided for in a much frequented passage-way, 
with extemporized conveniences for the work. 

There is no apartment at present furnished for the keeping 
and showing of maps and large sheets of plans or engravings. 

Some of the higher range of alcoves in the Bates Hall are 
now used for storing sale-duplicates of books and pamphlets; 
but the increase of the Library is gaining upon those alcoves, 
and some place of deposit, not now in view, should be made 
ready for them, since a large library, receiving donations, must 
always be burdened with such duplicates. 

In the matter of shelving, a cursory examination of the Library 
might seem to show that sufficient room existed for the accumu- 
lations of several years to come. The building was calcnlated 
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to hold about 200,000 volumes in the Bates and 40,000 in the 
Lower Hall, and it now contains about 136,000 volumes in 
both, exclusive of some 35,000 pamphlets. But the measure of 
further accommodation in the Bates Hall is not wholly deter- 
mined by a diflference of some 80,000 or 90,000 volumes. 
Every large library, to be useful, must be classified, and the 
classifications must be preserved locally with some degree of 
distinctness. Hence it is very undesirable to allow the over- 
flowings of one department to encroach on the neighboring one, 
which is sure in time to eject the intruders, and cause much con- 
fusion in the catalogues. Accordingly, though the shelves of the 
Bates Hall will still accommodate a large accession of volumes, 
not many thousands more can be received without departing 
locally from the classifications so needful to make a library use- 
ful. Already some inroads have necessarily been made on a 
strict system. The Parker collection had, by a condition of the 
gift, to be kept together, and the most eligible position for it 
compelled the division of the Fine Arts collection, which is thus 
inconveniently halved and put in separate corners of the build- 
ing, and similar disturbances have been made in the departments 
of bibliography and literary history. Of course, the Library, 
in accepting other equally extensive collections, may be obliged 
to take them on similar conditions. Such could not, on the 
present shelves, be accommodated without the greatest disturb- 
ance to the library's classifications. It seems very desirable 
that a series of independent rooms should be provided, of vari- 
ous sizes and suitable arrangements, to relieve the present hall 
of these minor consolidated collections, and not only to lodge, 
but to invite further accessions of a like character. 

It has been held firom the banning that the ordinary annual 
increase of the Library would be about 6,000 volumes ; and in 1 854 
it was reckoned, on this basis, that it would contain in fourteen 
years a hundred thousand volumes. Experience has shown that, 
for tJ^e or^naxy increase, the ^c^culatipu was nearly Qorrect ; but 
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since, before reaching the end of fourteen years, we hare My 
136,000 volumes, the difference shows that there are exfraordh 
nary accessions, like the Parker library and the gift in books of 
Mr. Bates, which are not calculable. Two more such windfalls 
now would find the present shelving insufficient to receive them. 
Your Committee then feel, that though there may not be pressing 
need of shelf-room, but a few years can elapse before such will 
be the case ; and it possibly may be, at any day. 

What is the Remedy ? This state of affairs induces your 
Committee to suggest the occupation at some early day of the 
ground in the rear, provided for such an emergency. They will 
not devise a plan, but leave that to be determined by the neces- 
sities of the case, as understood by the Trustees ; but, in general, 
it seems to be desirable that the ceiling of the Delivery Boom be 
raised to the height of the adjacent apartments, and the lower 
library be moved back into the proposed new structure, whjeh 
should contain also the grand staircase (removing the existing 
one) ; and by this means to secure ampler space in the lower 
story of the present building for a Delivery Room, a Reading 
Room, and a Fine Arts Room. The new structure need not be 
costly from ornamentation within, or from exterior finish, as it is 
chiefly needed for working-rooms, and for supplementary collec- 
tions. The present Bates Hall would still be kept as the chief 
architectural attraction of the library. 

In case of such enlargement, it may be deemed best to ex- 
change the present defective mode of warming the building for 
the apparatus of steam or hot-water heating. Your Committee 
understand, that the furnaces now in use are only kept in order 
by constant repairs, and something before long will have to be 
done with them, if no change in the manner of heating is made. 

Your Committee would suggest that any radical change in the 
Lower Hall, by which the shelf-numbers of the books would be 
altered, ought, if possible, to be made before the consolidating of 
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fbe Finding Lists now in progress is effected in a new printed 
Catalogae of that Hall. The same consideration will apply, 
though not so urgently, to the Bates Hall. 

II. BOOKS. 

Has the Increase been Satispactoby ? The number of vol- 
umes in the Bates Hall as reported, Aug. 1, 1866, was of 

Located books 96,819 

Prince Library, not then located . . 1,952 

Sale duplicates 4,955 



Making a total then of . 


. 103,726 


Located 1866-67 . 


5,100 vols. 


Not yet located 


. 1,678 


Parker duplicates • 


186 


Excess of duplicates received 


over 


exchaoges . 


191 




7,155' 



The present number in the Bates Hall, 110,881 

An actual count might &11 a trifle short of this ; first, because 
about one hundred volumes are missing from the shelves, either 
lost, or charged to borrowers and not yet returned; and second, 
because, in re-binding, two volumes have been in some cases put 
together and now stand on the shelves as one. 

In the Lower HaU the shelf-lists show that, including 3,002 
volumes added during the past year, there have been placed in 
this collection from the beginning . . . 31,802 vols. 

An actual count the present year gives . 25,199 '< 



6,603 « 
Deduct transfers to Bates Hall . . 360 '< 



And we have 6,243 " 

which must be understood to cover all missing and worn-out 

books since 1858 to the end of the last library year. 
8 
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Your Committee reckon, then, for a total enumeration, not fSar 
from 136,000 volumes. There is reason to beliere that the Bos- 
ton Public Library is destined to become the lai^st on this con- 
tinent, while it is unequalled for its accessibility among the great 
public collections of the world. It is now, we believe, only sur- 
passed, as to size, in this country by the Library of Congress, 
now that the Library of the Smithsonian Institution, and that of 
Hon. Peter Force, have been joined to the national collection. 
They calculate, at the British Museum, that 40,000 volumes will 
take a mile of shelf-room, which proportion would give this 
Library over three miles of occupied shelves. 

To this collection of books, we must add an increase for the 
year, of 7,877 pamphlOs, making a total of 44,443, united to the 
collection from the beginning. It must be borne in mind, how- 
ever, that, say from four to five thousand of these, have been 
culled from the mass as of sufficient importance to bind sepa- 
rately) and are now enumerated as books. Moreover, perhaps a 
thousand have been bound in groups, and an equal number 
exchanged, for which there has not been received an equivalent 
ntmerical return. Roughly, then, from this computation, the 
Library may be said to contain about 35,000 pamphlets; and the 
accessions of this sort the past year have been largely in ezoess 
of any previous year, owing to the several thousand liberally 
turned over to the Library by Mr. William Everett, &*om the 
collection of his lamented father. 

Your Committee consider this record of increase very satis- 
factory. 

Does the becobd of Donations show on the part of the 

PUBUC A SUSTAINED INTEREST IN THE LiBRART ? Nearly OnO- 

half of the collection of books, and a vast preponderance — say 
all but about 2,000 — of its pamphlets, have been the gift of 
3,279 persons and institutions, not enumerating anonymous 
donors, and counting the same source each time that it appears 
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on the annual return of donors. This one-half is independent of 
the purchases with the interest of the trust-innds, which are, in 
fact, likewise the fruit of private munificence. If we add these 
to the casual presentations, it would show that the vast majority 
of oar books is the result of other causes than the City appro- 
priations. The average yearly number of casual donors has 
been about two hundred and nineteen, and the past year there 
were three hundred. 

Mr. Edwards, in his ''Memoirs of Libraries," afi&rms that 
*^ casual donation is a totally untrustworthy source for the forma- 
tion of public libraries under any circumstances," but we are 
glad to say the experience here is quite the reverse. Half, 
indeed, of our total donations of books have come in large bulk, 
but an accumulation of between 30,000 and 40,000 volumes in 
lesser gifts, varying from a single volume to two thousand, is no 
small benefit from casual responses to our needs. Indeed, Mr. 
Edwards, who at the time was librarian of the Manchester Free 
Library, so far qualifies his statement as to say, ''In Boston 
there has been precisely that co-operation between corporate 
functionaries on the one hand, and independent citizens on the 
other, which is, I think, to be desiderated here." Your Committee 
think no other large free library in the world will show so large 
accessions from casual donors. We have seen no recent enu- 
meration of the British Museum, but of its 540,000 volumes in 
1857, only 218,000 had been given. In four of the chief free 
libraries of England established under the Public Library Acts, 
almost coincidently vHith this institution, their aggregate vol- 
umes in five years amounted to 140,000, and of these only 
30,000 were gifts. In the libraries of this country, that of 
Harvard College is made up to a considerable extent of dona- 
tions ; but as a collection for general use it is greatly inferior in 
the quality of its books to ours, very deficient in recent and 
current literature, and its garnering from private sources shows 
a much greater proportion of mere literary lumber. Private 
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munificence has rarely bestowed a more solid valne in books 
npon any institution; than came from the second gift of Mr. 
Bates. The Astor Library is so emphatically the creation of a 
single family that it is hardly to be reckoned either as a public 
endowment or as the outgrowth of an ordinary private benefac- 
tion. In the choice of its books, it is to be doubted if its founda- 
tion was laid in any better manner than, or even as well, as ours. 
The library of the Boston Athenseum is in effect a subscription 
one, and has grown from private aid to be a valuable collection, 
but, in the nature of the case, it does not make the same appeals 
to the public interest. Subscription libraries cannot ordinarily 
depend upon further private assistance than comes from tiie 
payments naturally accruing to their treasury. The most flour- 
ishing, perhaps, in the country, that of the New York Mercantile 
Library, while it increased its collection by some 9,000 volumes 
in 1865-66, found that only one hundred and seventy were given. 
The records of the Boston Public Library then show, eminently, 
we think, that it has invited the contributions of the public with 
a success not elsewhere equalled in libraries of its character. 

Do THE Bates and Lower Halls maintain belativelt a 
PROPER size to their COLLECTIONS ? The Batcs Hall was de- 
signed to contain about five times the volumes of the Lower Hall ; 
and this, with slight fluctuations, has been the proportion kept up. 
It is about the ratio preserved at Manchester, between their central 
library and the average of their five branch or lending libraries. 
Tour Committee see no reason to object to this proportion at 
present, but they question if it be desirable to increase the bulk 
of the Lower Hall much over its present numbers, for two rea- 
sons. First, because, in a collection circulating so extensively, it 
is not desirable to use galleries, if as many volumes as will 
maintain a lively circulation can be shelved on a single floor ; 
and, secondly, because the system of recording loans, now in 
operation, will show year by year the books that are least called 



• I 



FUBUC LIBRART. 



21 



for, thus pointing out at the season of each new consolidating of 
the catalogue, what books can be transferred to the Bates Hall, 
to make room in the Lower for the fresher publications, and 
those in more active demand. 

The growth of these two halls is, in the nature of the case, 
somewhat determined by the relative amounts of the Trust 
Funds' interest and the City appropriation ; the former, being out 
of r^ard to the expressed or implied wishes of the donors, spent 
for works of solid and permanent value, which find their place 
commonly, though not always, in the Bates Hall, while the money 
allowed by the City Council is entirely devoted to the demands 
of the Lower Hall and the Periodical Room. 



Do THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF LEARNING IN EFTHER HaLL 
SHOW RELATIVELY PROPER PROPORTIONS ? In the BaUs Hall, if 

we exclude the Parker, Bowditch and Prince collections (which 
may be put apart as characteristic in themselves, making together 
over 16,000 volumes), and throw out something over 5,000 sale 
duplicates, we shall have an aggregate of about 90,000 volumes, 
thus far located, and they are divided in classes thus : 

Periodicals and Transactions . 
English History and Literature 
American History and Literature 
Theology and Ecclesiastical History 
French History and Literature 
Italian History and Literature 
Medicine .... 
Mathematics and Physical Sciences 
General Histoiy and Geography 
German History and Literature 
Greek, Latin and Philology . 
Bibliography and Literary History 
Other History and Literature 
Metaphysics, Ethics, Social Science 
Fine Arte 



12 


percent. 


12 


44 


11 


(4 


10 


(4 


7 


(4 


5 


44 


5 


44 


5 


44 


4 


44 


4 


44 


4 


44 


8 


CC 


8 


44 


8 


CC 


8 


44 



22 CITY DOCUMENT. No. lU. 

Jurispradence 2 per cent. 

General Cyclopsedias . . . • 1 *' 

Political Economy 1 " 

Useful Arts 1 « 

Miscellaneous 1 " 

The accessions of the last year show, relatiyely, a large 
increase in Theology and Ecclesiastical History ; an increase in 
American history and literature, and a decrease in English and 
French history and literature. The department of American 
history and literature now stands to English history and literar 
ture about as ten to eleven, which, considering the extent of the 
two in printed books, shows that our collection affords a more 
complete examination into our national life and letters than it 
does into any other, and your Committee think this extensive 
garnerii^ of our own literature and history most conmiendable. 
If the average call for books in the two departments might be 
taken as a criterion, our national history and literature might 
be thought to be unduly cherished, for, of readers in the Bates 
Hall, those calling for English history and literature to those 
asking for American, has been for five years an average of sev- 
enteen to nine. The proportions of demand and classifications 
in other departments have run comparatively even, except 
that the demand for works in the nseM and fine arts is 
probably somewhat in excess of the relative supply in that 
department. 

Your Committee learn, that, from the first gathering of the 
Bates Hall collection, the aim has been to make each depart- 
ment of relative importance to the needs of this community, and 
they cannot see that the Library is other than a success in this 
respect. They are told, that, through the instrumentality of Mr. 
Ticknor, men distinguished for proficiency in special fields of 
investigation were invited, early in the history of the collection, 
to furnish lists of the most desirable works, and that from the 
thoroughness of these returns the Library has gained much. A 
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special effort was made in 1857 to secure all that was rare and 
Talnable in books on America, and a list prepared by Mr. 
Oreenongh was printed and distributed among dealers with 
orders to buy, and about one-third of that list has not yet been 
acquired. 

Your Committee learned that the system of the Trustees is to 
establish regular agents of the Library in the chief European 
book-marts, and in this capacity Mr. Henry T. Parker is em- 
ployed at London; Doctor Pliigel at Leipzig; Monsieur C. 
Porquet at Paris ; and Chevalier Alberi at Florence. Sums of 
money, are periodically placed to their credit in the hands of 
Messrs. Baring, Brothers & Co., and these agents, who are 
statedly furnished with lists of books to be purchased, are in- 
structed to draw upon those bankers to a specified extent. The 
London agent has a considerable margin allowed him to pur- 
chase current books, not ordered ; and a lesser margin is some- 
times allowed the continental agents for important books, 
though not ordered. Livoices from the London agency are con- 
stantly arriving, and those from the continent come seldom 
oftener than once a year. For current literature in foreign 
tongues dependence is placed upon an importer in New York, 
as the most expeditious way of procuring them. Of the current 
American publications all are sent for examination to the Library 
by an agent, Mr. Bumham, and none are rejected but the 
positively frivolous, immoral or needless. Your Committee deem 
this system well devised to keep the Library supplied with a due 
variety of books in all the classifications. 

The Lower Hall shows naturally a very large proportion of 
fiction, say 7,000 to 8,000, or about one-third of its entire num- 
ber of volumes, — a proportion not relative to the demand, but 
in your Committee's opinion quite large enough, as we shall later 
show. There has been no strict account published of the classi- 
fications in this hall since 1860, but the proportion is not per- 
haps much changed since. It is not always easy to compare the 
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classifications of two libraries, they are so generally kept on 
difierent bases in some particulars ; but we should say that while 
in the circulating department of the Manchester Free Library, 
history and biography have a larger share of books than with 
us, in the sciences and the arts the preponderance is on our 
side. The percentage arrived at in 1860, r^arding the classifi- 
cations of this hall were as follows : 



Novels and Amusing Miscellaniefi 


1 . 87.4 ; 


per cent. 


Science and Arts 


12.3 


(( 


Biography 


10.3 


C( 


Travels 


9. 


(4 


Foreign Books . . . • 


8.8 


(4 


Poetry and Drama 


6.7 


44 


Miscellaneous History . 


6.5 


44 


Religion 


4.7 


44 


American History 


4.3 


44 



Since 1860 the department of Foreign books has been ad- 
vanced nearly one per cent of the whole, and at present it con- 
tains of 



German books 
French books 
Italian books 



Total 



l,OdS 

1,042 

221 

2,299 



The selection seems to your Committee to be well made. 
There has been no enumeration of the entire library by Urn- 
guages since 1863, and then there were of 



English books 
French books 
Grerman books 
Italian books 
Latin books . 
Others . 



59 

i 


percent. 


18 


44 


9 


44 


8 


(4 


4 


44 


2 


4* 
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It is to be expected; as the Library grows, that more and more 
attention will be bestowed upon the foreign literatures, since 
recourse can be prudently had to fiirther explorations among 
them, as the most desirable parts of English literature become 
more and more gathered in. 

Is A Due Amount of Current Ltteratube Purchased ? It has 
been the aim, as your Committee understand, to keep the collec- 
tion promptly up to the times, purchasing, as a general thing, 
books of long standing with what moneys are left after supplying 
the current publications. This plan is subject, however, to some 
conditions. The Library has, at present, in interest from the 
Trust Funds, in currency about $7000, chiefly to be spent for 
books of permanent value (the conditions of one of the fimds 
require the books to be of five years' standing), and unfortu- 
nately there is but a small portion of current publications, which 
a catholic judgment can pronounce in that category. The great 
dependence for this end is, then, the City appropriation. For 
the three years previous to the past there has been an average 
yearly accession of this current description, of 1,570 volumes. 
During the past year there has been received the following : 

English books . . • • . 685 

American books 1,154 

Continental books printed in English . 104 

Foreign books • . . • . 539 

2,432 

Duplicates 97 

Total 2,529 

This is much in excess of the recent average, and of this num- 
ber a larger proportion are foreign, than last year. 

Your Committee learn, with satisfaction, that measures have 
been taken to make known these fresh accessions, as soon as 

4 
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they are prepared for circulation. Something fiirther was clearlj 
needed than the entries in the interleaved catalogues. A book 
of accessions of current publications, posted week by week, fully 
meets the requirement. Besides this, periodically, perhaps 
monthly, a printed list of all accessions is to be distributed. 

Abe the Pamphlets Increasing Beyond the Present 
Means of Managing Them ? The collection, as before stated, 
numbers about 35,000, and such as have been assorted, are 
arranged within presses, in pamphlet cases, in an alphabetical 
order of their case-title, so that any pamphlet on a particular 
subject is easily found. The system of assortment pursued is to 
place them one by one in these cases, as the subject requires ; 
and by a periodical examination of the cases, it is ascertained 
when a sufficient number on one subject, or of the proper 
sequence are obtained, to make a volume for binding to put 
upon the shelves. In this way, some valuable accessions are 
made yearly to our catalogue of books. Other pamphlets are 
judged of sufficient value to bind separately, and however thin 
they may be, a device in the hands of Mr. Groldsmith, the library- 
binder, makes the back of sufficient breadth to receive the title 
and shelf-niunber, without necessitating the accumulation of 
blank paper within the covers. 

Your Committee ascertained that this assortment is now in 
such arrears that six months' labor of the usual assistant in this 
department, would not more than suffice to bring them up ; mean- 
while the collection is growing daily. Your Committee also 
learned, that it is impossible, with the various other duties requir- 
ing service in the Library, to allow this assistant more than a 
fraction of his time for this labor ; and they cannot but see, that 
with the present force in the Library, these arrears are becoming 
more and more unmanageable, and must inevitably get into such 
bulk and confusion, as to be discreditable to the institution. 
Your Conmiittee then most earnestly recosmiend that in the 
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appropriations for another year, the trustees secure; if possible, 
a distinct allowance for this department. 

Is THE MaNAOEUENT OF DUPLICATES JUDICIOUS? In a 

library of this character, duplicates are of two kinds, those 
needed for the shelves to meet the demand, and those not 
needed, and so held for sale or exchange. 

The shdfduplicates constitute one-quarter of the entire number 
of Yolumes in the Lotver Hall, being mostly in fiction, though in 
other classes some books require, or have required them. Thus 
we have of 



Kane's Arctic Explorations, in 2 vols. 22 volumes. 


Livingstone's AMca 


11 




Different editions of Tennyson 


12 




" " Longfellow 


44 




" " Whittier 


6 




Fronde's England, in 10 vols. 


40 




Motley's Histories, in 5 vols. 


25 




Prescott's " in 16 vols. 


101 




Bancroft's " in 9 vols. 


67 




Ecce Homo 


4 




Eoce Dens 


4 





Of Hie recent " Early Life of the Prince Consort," four cop- 
ies were at once provided for the Lower Hall, and the English 
edition for the Bates Hall, and more will be added, if neces- 
sary. 

It is evident that the demand for any book will slacken mate- 
rially in time ; but this fact, as well as what books require more 
duplicates, would not be satisfiEU^torily ascertained, when it 
depended upon observation alone. The present registration of 
loans by slips brings together, at the year's end, the slips of 
each book, rendering it easy to determine, where duplicates are 
in excess of demand, and where more are needed. Further- 
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more, by the new " Indicator " it can be ascertained at shorter 
intervals, say weekly, when the duplicates of any book are 
exhausted, and when the same book is so reported, week after 
week, more copies can be ordered, if the character of the book 
warrants it. 

It ought not to be expected of a firee Public Library, that in 
meeting the temporary demands for a firesh book, it will compete 
in the number of duplicates with a private circulating library 
established for that end. This institution is not a commercial 
speculation, and if five hundred copies of a popular novel are 
purchased, and in a month or two not four hundred of the copies 
are needed, any percentage on their prime cost, that could be 
received by selling them, would entail too great a pecuniary 
loss for having endeavored to meet the demands for an ephemeral 
book. Where a book is really good, even in fiction, the call for 
it may be' measurably met, on the ground that a good novel will 
always maintain a fair circulation; but with the novels of the 
day it would be bad policy commercially, and demoralizing 
beside, for the city to undertake to cater to transient, though 
popular literary furors. The inevitable surplusage of stale 
fiction, which must follow the attempt, cannot be disposed of 
profitably except by subscription libraries, and even then the 
policy of smaller town and village libraries is to secure firesh 
fiction, and a book that has secured a month or two probation 
elsewhere, is so likely to be denominated musty, that this market 
for their sales is already too abundantly supplied. Your 
Committee are of the opinion that such a bartering business is 
no part of the duty of a library like this ; and to follow it would 
entail a pecuniary loss altogether disproportionate to any gain 
that might accrue. 

In the Bates Hall the duplicates are in very much less pro- 
portion. Some shelf-duplicates are desirable. Two copies of 
a valuable work will allow one to circulate, while the other may 
be restricted. A book with autographs or manuscript annota- 
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tions may be of such distinct value as to require another copy 
for circulation. A different edition, as distinct from a different 
impression^ has of course a separate bibliographical value. 

The Kde-duplkcUes are of another character, and naturally 
increase yearly in a collection which grows so much from casual 
gifts. In 1859, when the present building was first occupied, 
there were within it 1,804 such volumes, and now there are 
5,146. Exchanges are constantly taking place with other 
libraries, but the process involves a good deal of labor, inas- 
much as it is sought to make them book by book, so that the 
name of the original donor may be inscribed in a work of cor- 
responding value. During the past year there were 714 dupli- 
cates added and 523 exchanged, increasing the aggregate by 
191 volumes. During the war, by direction of the City Council, 
duplicates in considerable numbers were sent to the military 
hospitals, and some are still fiimished occasionally to the City 
Hospital. If ever branch libraries are established in different 
parts of the city, use can be found for most of the present dupli- 
cateSy and those yet to be acquired, by turning them over to 
these minor institutions. Meanwhile they cannot be other than 
the source of a good deal of labor. To sell them at auction, 
and to purchase new books with the proceeds, might seem to be 
the most desirable, as it would be the most expeditious way 
of managing them ; but such a course is often considered ruth- 
less by donors, and to preserve an equivalent for every gift by 
such a wholesale disposition would be far from easy. It is 
known that fifty years ago such a course cost the British Museum 
several valuable bequests ; and since they stopped this selling in 
1831, it is thought that the interests of that institution have 
been advanced beyond the drawback from their accumulation, 
which in twenty years was so large that they had 10,000 dupli- 
cates of the commoner kinds of books. Where the consent of a 
donor to an exchange has been withheld, it has been found 
desirable in some cases to exchange the earlier copy, if a pur- 
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chased one, and this has been done to some extent in r^;ard 
the duplicates of the Parker collection. 



III. CATALOGUES. 

Abe they well Devised, in Gk)0D Order, and well kept 
UP ? The question of cataloguing is one of vast importance, and 
it has become a very vexed one, though the decisiveness of a 
Panizzi is little warrant for a hastj judgment from less worthy 
hands. The difficulty increases disproportionately with the 
growth of a library. Success, passable perhaps at best, can only 
be serviceable by keeping the registration well up, which your 
Committee understand to be the case with this institution. The 
system here in use embodies the labor of many, and profits by 
the experience of other libraries, and has been adequately de- 
scribed in previous reports. The card system for an unprinied 
caudogue with toll titles is more and more valued with expe- 
rience. In all the subsidiary cataloguing the system of this 
Library seems to be as particular and diversified as is needful to 
cover all details, and to enable its officers to keep well in hand 
its literary forces. This reduplicated labor involves time and 
money, but if it is desirable — as it certainly is — to insure and 
have at command a perfect knowledge of the Library's condition, 
it is necessary. Large libraries are conducted oftentimes with 
but a part of this machinery, as is the case, we are informed, with 
the Astor Library, but its Superintendent must often be at a dis- 
advantage where ours is not. Of course, with a free circulating 
library like this, these means of discovering irregularities, such 
as shelf-list, etc., are much more necessary than in a collection 
that does not leave the building. 

The last voluminous Supplement to the printed Index of the 
Ba^ies Hall is but a year old, and probably some years must pass 
before another of equal bulk will be required. In the mean time, 



PUBLIC UBBABT. 31 

new titles are entered promptly in an interleaved catalogue, 
accessible to the public, besides being given, as we have before 
stated, in a printed Bulletin, to be issued monthly, if required, 
and being enumerated — such of them as are current issues — 
in the order of accession in a " List of New Books received." 

When the Finding Lists for the Lower Hail, which are print- 
ing, alcove by alcove, according to the classifications, are com- 
pleted, it will be practicable to consolidate the titles in a new 
Index for that hall, thus dispensing with the present inconvenient 
Index, with its numerous Supplements. 

The new Indicator is, also, an adjunct of the catalogues. There 
was a record made in 1860, for three days, of the novel-seekers 
who went away without a book because every one on their cards 
was out, and they proved to be three per cent of the whole. 
This disappointment, as well as the need of some plan of expe- 
diting the delivery, led to the device, by the Superintendent, of 
this simple but efiective instrument, which, if consulted, will pre* 
vent such uncertainties, while, from its facilitating the process of 
administration, it is to be hoped it will invite frequenters from 
the classes who could ill afford the time necessary to get a book 
under the old arrangement. The instrument seems liable to 
error only from the failure of the attendant to turn the pin, but 
this is guarded against at present by stated verifications ; and in 
time it is expected its management will become almost automatic 
on the part of those in charge. 

IV. ADMINISTRATION. 

Abe the Records of all kinds m Good Order ? An institu- 
tion conducted with so much machinery as a large library for 
popular use, must have a complete system of records, or its 
variety of detail does not afford the instruction for its better 
management that it should. Other than the catalogues, there is 
a variety of records connected with the books, such as the book 
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of invoices, record of " books asked for," of exchanges and of 
the statistics of circulation — all of which yonr Committee found 
in good order. The records of the Trustees have been kept with 
precision and neatness from the beginning, and are well cared 
for, with the files of reports and letter books. The books con- 
taining the signers for the use of the Library now occupy several 
large folios, and must be of interest at some future time as auto- 
graphs of our generation. One book was of interest to your 
Committee, namely, that in which the officers and assistants of 
the institution enter their names, with the hour and minute (if 
after the regular time), in reporting for duty in the morning, and 
they were pleased to observe a commendable degree of prompt- 
ness. 

Are the ExPENDrruBES propeblt cabed for ? Your Com- 
mittee learned that it is but two or three years since a set of 
monetary accounts, on a thorough system, was begun in the build- 
ing, and they found them very creditably kept by the assistant 
in charge. Before that time there was much difficulty in appor- 
tioning the books bought, to the several Trust Funds, and there 
was no accurate knowledge of the general expenses of the insti- 
tution to be attained except through the City Auditor. The 
amount of expenditures had become too large, not to have the 
means of scrutinizing the record, near at hand. There are 
eighteen permanent accounts opened, covering the twelve items 
of .appropriations from the City Council, and the six Trust Funds, 
each book bought with the income of one or the other being 
carried to that fimd. Besides these there is a great number of 
individual and minor accounts. In the Trust Funds' accounts 
for the year ending in May, we find an income of $5,760, mostly 
in gold, equivalent in currency to $6,874 21 ; and at that date, 
the whole of this had been appropriated for books, except 
$295 59 ; to cover which there was in the hands of Messrs. 
Baring $2,111 67, for the purchase of books. 
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It has been the policy of the Trustees, from the beginning, never 
to handle money, and all bills are payable to the holders on a 
requisition of the President upon the City Treasury, after the 
items have been examined by the Superintendent, approved by 
the proper Committee, passed by the Committee on Finance, and 
confirmed by the ftill board. The only money received in the 
building is the small sums collected in fines, which last year 
amounted to $364.55, and which the Librarian is charged to pay 
into the City Treasury ; besides the small amounts received from 
the sale of the catalogues, finding lists,. etc., likewise disposed of 
in the same manner. 

Is THE Library open as much as possible ? The Library 
proper has been open on an average for the last ten unbroken 
years, 276 days, and for the past yeai*, 277 days. It has been 
kept open in one year (1860) for 297 days, which is one reason, 
probably, why the daily average delivery diminished materially for 
that year. The regulations close the Library on the fifty-two 
Sundays, and on six holidays, and if to these be added two days 
for any extraordinary occasions, and the month of August, we 
have left 278 days, which may be considered a fair average 
opening for a year. The month, that is now required for clean- 
ing the building and verifying the shelf-lists, book by book, may 
not have been necessary in years past. The first year in this 
building, but eleven working days were required for this pur- 
pose, but then the building was new, and the shelves were much 
less filled. The task of seeing that every volume of a hundred 
and thirty-six thousand is in its proper place is no small one, and 
the recess is not by any means a season of relaxation to the 
attendants. It will be fortunate, if in coming years, this work 
can be kept within the month. In libraries that do not circulate, * 
less time will be naturally required. At the British Museum, ten 
years ago, they kept open 293 days ; any later account, since the 
completion of their new reading hall) we have not seen. Thia 

6 
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number is ordinarily exceeded in the Reference Library at Man- 
chester, and they adopt there the plan of three cleaning days 
each quarter ; but in addition to not circulating the books, this 
Reference Library contains but a little more than one-third of 
our number of volumes. 

During August of the present year, the Reading Room for the 
first tune was not closed, (except for a brief interral while the 
periodicals were removed to another room, to allow the Reading 
Room to be newly painted.) It seems desirable that this should 
be the case hereafter. 

The staff of assistants needs periods of relaxation, and the 
absence of any one regular attendant necessarily disorders 
somewhat the routine of the library business. This matter is 
regulated as well as is practicable by allowing as few as possi- 
ble to be absent at any one time. 

Is THE Library conducted so as to be as useful ab pos- 
sible TO ALL Classes? The institution was begun expressly 
on popular grounds. Mr. Everett, in his letter to the Mayor, in 
1851, called it the completion of our public school system, and 
that has been a favorite designation of it ever since. In the 
preliminary report of 1852 — the body of which was drawn by 
Mr. Ticknor — it was wisely recommended that a beginnii^ 
should be made without any sharply defined plan, so that sug- 
gestions from experience could be made effectual ; and it was 
not thought well to make it at once an imposing, learned ot 
scientific collection, but rather to gather a library most fitted for 
the masses. Mr. Ticknor — whose contributions to the Library 
in time and experience cannot be overvalued — expressly says, 
in a letter accompanying a valuable donation of books in 1860, 
that he would " never have put his hand to the institution at all^ 
but with the understanding that it should be made useful to ihe 
greatest possible number of citizens ; " and he says that for 
eight years there had not been any real difference among the 
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Trostees on that point, nor can we learn that there has been any 
since. 

Up to 1856 the system of purchases had looked to supplying 
the most popular wants. The collection, which had then grown 
to near 30,000 volumes, was deemed large enough to satisfy the 
most reasonable demands of a general kind ; and it began to be 
felt that there were particular classes of our citizens, apart from 
the general body, whose wants deserved recognition. So about 
that time we find that books in the foreign tongues began to be 
added, and the higher departments of literature more fully de- 
veloped. The donations to the Trust Funds, now accruing, in 
being expended for books of solid and permanent value, served 
to strengthen very materially the upper classifications; while 
Mr. Bates's last munificent gift of books developed our weight in 
the same direction. The time was now come when it was very 
properly agreed that there was no department of learning, which 
some portion of the community was not interested in ; and that 
every department should be cared for to meet such requirements. 
So the two distinct collections have been developed — the Lower 
Hall to meet the most ordinary demands of the people, and the 
Bates to serve the higher requirements of the studious classes, 
or of investigators in special matters — a scheme which your 
Committee can but think naturally evolved, and conducive to the 
satis&ction of every mental grade, and answering the require- 
ments of all the intellectual demands of the community. 

There is one feature connected with the methods of purchase, 
which your Committee can but consider almost unprecedented for 
its liberality, though it confers a' privilege that comparatively 
few seem ready to take. It has- always been the pleasure of the 
Trustees to order any book, if a proper one, when asked for, and 
not already in the collection. From 1854 to 1865, the number 
of requests of this kind annually made, greatly fluctuated be- 
tween 18 and 221, and in one year (1860) several thousand 
notices were put in all the books delivered for a fortnight, but 
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it secured only 25 applications, and the average for these twelve 
years was only 117. Latterly the plan has produced better 
results. Last year there were 306, and during that just past, 
546, and in 95 cases the applicants had failed to discover the de- 
sired books were already in the Library, and of the remainder, 
260 vols, have been received, leaving 191 still on the order- 
books of our agents. This privilege is an inestimable one to 
scholars, and indeed to all, and it is somewhat surprising to 
your Committee, that it is not more enjoyed. It is really an in- 
ducement for an inquirer in any department to make Boston his 
residence over any other city on this continent. It gives him, 
or any citizen in need of a particular book, facilities for search- 
ing the book-marts of the world, that the wealthiest can hardly 
command. 

Your Committee also believe that in no other large library are 
readers more expeditiously served. The catalogues are well 
kept up and accessible. It can be at once known if book or 
pamphlet is in the collection, and the place of its deposit ascer- 
tained. In some other of the libraries about us, this is done only 
with delay. It takes from six to ten minutes to get a book at 
the British Museum, after the slip is handed in ; so it will be 
seen that the extent of a collection must necessarily enhance the 
average delay, however well organized the delivery system may 
be. With some of the large libraries of the continents of 
Europe, we have a startling proof of the inconvenience of a less 
systematic process, in the hours that may be passed in waiting, 
which are sometimes so extended that a second day's pursuit 
becomes necessary. 

Your Committee have heard occasional complaints from hasty 
people, that the Library can be of no use to them because they 
are debarred access to the alcoves, but they have forgotten, that 
with a printed catalogue of subjects as well as authors, the 
Boston Public Library is far more serviceable than another col- 
lection might be without this aid. Students have told your Com- 
mittee that at this Library they can investigate a point with far 
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greater expedition than they can in collections where their priv- 
il^;es give them the range of the alcoves, but where they have 
no assistance from similar catalogues. 

Dr. Cogswell, of the Astor Library, has said, in one of his 
printed reports, that a free circulating library in New York was 
an impossibility, and that in less than five years any collection 
for that purpose in so largo a city would be scattered to the 
winds. Such an opinion may be es^travagant, but it is clear that 
no collection can maintain its usefulness unimpaired without due 
restrictions, and experience has shown in Boston, that, as you 
extend the privilege of such an institution, it is likely that those 
classes least accustomed to books, and least influenced by that 
reverence for books which is most wholesome, will be drawn in. 
Yet these are not the only people who commit depredations. 
Bibliomaniacs are proverbially notorious for some strangely lax 
notions, and, unfortunately, bibliomaniacs are fond of mousing 
in alcoves. To make class distinctions is not proper, since, 
instead of a free library, you have then a library for the elect. It 
is admitted that an hour's search in an alcove may in some cases 
satisfy an investigator better than a much longer time at the out- 
side tables ; and such access is always accorded to any one who 
has a determinate literary or other consistent purpose, in the 
presence of an attendant, if the request is properly made. It is 
not infrequently replied that all freedom and ease of investigation 
is oat of the question, with such a looker-on to pass you the books. 
With some temperaments this is doubtless true, but it must be 
remembered that in allowing one reader a freedom from such 
restraint, the Library may be of diminished value to hundreds 
who come after him. Studious persons are not always the most 
orderly in obeying injunctions or in returning books to their 
exact place on the shelves, and their misplacements may remain 
undiscovered until the annual cleaning, so that every intervening 
inquirer for the misplaced book must be disappointed. This 
restraint, it seems clear, though sometimes irksome, is really pre- 
servative of the Library for the many to come. 
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Some exception is now and then taken to the rale whicli keeps 
from circulation rare or costly works, unless it be by the consent 
of the Superintendent or of two of the Trustees. This, doubt- 
less, causes delays ; but without these obstacles in the way of 
mere curiosity or amusement, yaluable architectural works for 
instance would be a great deal of the time in the hands of idlers 
as picture-books, and when the student of that art required them 
it would be fortunate if he did not find them mutilated, or un- 
cleanly, to a degree that might reasonably disturb his sense of 
propriety. Such restrictions are properly made, it seems to your 
Gonunittee, for the preservation of the books /or the classes mast 
interested in them, and for whose benefit in part the Library has 
been gathered. A little reflection must convince those who have 
been most harassed in this respect of the truth of this. 

Does the CriT Ordinance Relative to the Pubuc Libra- 
ry NEED Amendment? The Trustees are charged with the 
management of the Library, and are properly allowed the ap- 
pointment of their executive officers, inasmuch as their own good 
name is largely entrusted to the fidelity of such. In assigning 
duties to the various officers, they are not free to exercise fully 
their own judgment, until the apportionment of the salaries goes 
with the assignment. They have this liberty in all cases but 
with the Superintendent and Librarian, on whom the most re- 
sponsibility falls, and upon whose trustworthiness they must 
depend before all others. It is eminently proper that the City 
Council should fix the limit in the aggregate of all salaries, but 
it seems to your Committee that it would be desirable to remove 
the restraint now existing, so that the Trustees may apportion 
the recompense, as well as define the duties, of all under them, 
within some aggregate limits. 

The Ordinance of last year, re-oi^nizing the Board of Trus- 
tees, opens the way to put five new members, or a minority, into 
the Board at any election — a conjunction of affiurs that migiht 
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work serious detriment to the institotion in some season of tern- 
porary clamor — always to be provided against at times given to 
devising safeguards for the future — when the unseating of a ma- 
jority of those most versed in the management of the Library may 
throw the control into the hands of the inexperienced, or of those 
chosen, in obedience to some passion of the hour, on other grounds 
than their peculiar fitness. It seems to your Committee most de- 
sirable that two successive elections should at least be required 
before the predominating influence in the Board can be changed, 
and this would give a portion of the final majority a year's ex- 
perience before they shall decide the policy of the Board. A 
majority at a single election, if given to views gathered outside 
of the peculiar experience of the Library, might, it seems to your 
Committee, very likely act in a way prejudicial to its interests. 
It is most proper that a full representation of the City Council 
should remain, as at present, in the Board, and the change must 
accordingly be devised among the other members. It has been 
su^ested, though some objections at once present themselves, that 
the term of service for those chosen from the citizens at large, 
should be six years, with one electable every year. This, with 
the annual three from tiie City Council, would secure a majority 
in two years. 

V. CIRCULATION. 

Is THE CraouLATiON Satispactort ? The number of signers 
from the beginning up to the opening of the present building 
was something short of 16,000. A new registration was then 
ordered, and an equal number signed in a little more than a 
year's time. Since then there has been a yearly increase of 
between four and five thousand, so that when the year closed on 
the first of August, something like 53,000 names stood on the 
books. It was known that a large proportion of this number, 
rtther firom death, removal or want of inclination, did not use 
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the Library; and new cards were given out last year, and 
including the new signers for that year, some twelve or thirteen 
thousand were taken, which number must, however, be in excess 
of the habitual frequenters of the Library, though probably 
below the number of readers, since in families a book may find 
several to read it besides the card-holder. At Manchester, for 
the same circulation as ours, in 1866 they had 7,339 cards in 
use. 

, The total number of books in use in both halls for the past 
year was 208,963, a daily average of 754, which is larger than 
ever before ; while the greatest delivery in any single day was 
1,813 (against 1,534, tiie largest previously, in 1863), and of 
this, 206 were in the Bates Hall, and 1,607 in the Lower Hall. 
This heavy work comes usually in February. 

Lotoer Hall. The number of volumes taken from the Lower 
Hall, in 1859, was about 150,000; and the past year it was 
183,714, which is very nearly the average of the last four years. 
There would, probably, the past year, have been a material 
increase over the previous year, but for the fact, that it was 
necessary in the preparation of the '' Finding Lists " to keep 
two or three thousand volumes froin. circulation at once, and they 
were oftentimes of the most popular description. The daily 
average of loans the past year for the Lower Hall was 664. 
We can best understand the importance of the work we 
are doing by a comparison with other libraries, as far 
as statistics can be used, though any comparison is open to some 
qualifications. Three of the largest of the lending libraries of 
the Manchester institution had, in 1866, an aggr^ate of just 
about the number of volumes in our Lower Hall, or perhaps a 
thousand or two more. These circulated very nearly the same 
number of volumes, as with us for the same year, but as their 
libraries were open more days, it gives Boston the advantage in 
daily average of near forty, and it must be remembered Man- 
chester has a population at least double that of Boston, and 
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with its system of branch libraries brings its books much nearer 
to a larger number of households. Nevertheless, with those 
things in its fevor, the circulation of the most prosperous of 
similar institutions in England varied so little from ours, as to 
be fairly considered identically the same. 

The New York Mercantile Library has usually been consid- 
ered the most flourishing of contemporary libraries with us. In 
1866, it contained more than three times the volumes of our 
Lower Hall (to which it nearly corresponds in character), 
while its circulation for the same year fell more than 6,000 short 
of ours. The last yearly report of that institution (April, 1867) 
shows 90,000 volumes (to our 24,219), 206,120 issues of vol- 
umes (to our 183,714), taken by 12,274 subscribers, which indi- 
cates renewed exertions to extend its sphere, made effectual in 
large part by a vast preponderance of fiction among its 10,000 
purchased volumes for the year. It should be remembered that 
more than one-third of the circulation of this New York institu- 
tion (judging jfrom the returns for 1866, not having seen this 
item in the last report) is through its two branch deliveries in 
different parts of the city, and also that, in a vastly larger popu- 
lation, it has no effective rival. 

With a system of branch libraries with us, say one in Rox- 
bury, one in South Boston, and one in East Boston, it seems 
probable that our popular circulation could be made far larger 
relatively, than it is even now to the most successful of such 
establishments at home and abroad. At Manchester, the system 
is well-established and works successfully. Their central col- 
lection, though considerably more popular in character than our 
Bates Hall, is a reference library, and does not circulate its 
books. A year ago, it contained 38,426 volumes. The five 
lending or branch libraries contained in the aggregate, 39,318 
volumes. The accumulation of duplicates at a central library is 
always less burdensome, when there are supplemental institu- 
tions among which to share them. 
6 
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Bates Halt. The total number of volumes lent from this hall 
for home use since 1862, when the collection was first open, is 
53;920, and the past year it was 13,696, the largest number of 
any year. 

It is not so easy to find the actual number of volumes, used in 
the hall for the year, there are so many not taken into account^ 
as when any one by the consent of the Trustees is allowed to 
make protracted investigations in the alcoves; and, though 
record is kept of the consultations in the Patent Boom, it is by 
hours and applicants and not by volumes ; and, furthermore, no 
record is made of the use of the excellent reference collection, 
around the desk, to which the public have unrestrained access. 
Independent, then, of these classes, there have been used in the 
hall itself since 1862, 63,525 volumes, and the past year, 11,553 
volumes, which was exceeded in 1865, when 13,090 were called 
for. 

The largest number of books delivered in this hall for either 

use in any one day was 206. The average daily delivery has 

•> 

been 92 volumes. 

Comparisons with the use to which other libraries of the 
solid character of our Bates Hall are put, must be made cau- 
tiously. As regards the Beference Library of Manchester, which 
is a little more than one-third as large as our Bates Hall col- 
lection, and shows about three times the number of users, it 
must be remembered that the population which sustains it is 
about twice as large, and that its only rival is the Chetham Li- 
brary, one of those old monastic foundations, which is not of a 
character to interfere with the success of its upstart neigh- 
bor ; while within much the same area, and with a far smaller 
population, the Boston Public Library must share this class 
of more or less cultivated frequenters, with the collections of 
Harvard College and the Boston Athenaeum. Beside this, we 
in this community are uncommonly well supplied with lesser col- 
lections, accessible to persons making investigations, like the 
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libraries of the Historical Society, the Genealogical Society, 
State Library, the Academy Library, the Social Law Library, the 
old Boston Library, the General Theological Library, etc., so 
that in the aggregate there are at least half a million volumes in 
our community, accessible to the public, or reached with ease 
by any one desiring to use them. 

There^are two other considerations to be borne in mind in 
making the comparison with Manchester. First, that it does 
not appear that they omit to make record of the use in pro- 
tracted investigations ; and, second, that their Reference Library 
is not of the high character, relative to their lending libraries, 
that our Bates Hall bears in comparison with our Lower Hall. 
They put upon its shelves a great deal of contemporary English 
fiction, while our Bates Hall has little of this kind of literature, 
except what is classic from long-established fame. Bearing in mind 
that our upper collection is three times as large as their Befer- 
ence Library, it will be seen how much more thorough, relatively, 
we are in the higher departments, if we take a few test authors, 
and put against each the number of titles in the respective cat- 
alogues, including both editions and commentaries. 



Homer, 


6 at Manchester 


. 118 at Boston. 


Dante, 


4 


< 


93 " 


Goethe, 


11 


1 


88 " 


Shakspeare, 


40 


Ci 


.175 " 


Lessing, 


1 




44 " 


Muratori, 


13 (vols) " 


92 (vols) '• 



Turning to the Astor Library we find that, in 1860, it had 
about the same number of volumes that our Bates Hall at pres- 
ent possesses, but its number of volumes used was twice the 
number of those used in the Bates Hall the past year. Every quali- 
fication that we have used in regard to Manchester applies with 
greater force to the largest city of our country, and the most 
cosmopolitan perhaps of the world, excepting that in the Aster 
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enumeration, they exclude, as with us, protracted investigations, 
and that in tone and quality its collection is much the same as 
our Bates Hall. It should always be remembered that since the 
Astor Library does not permit its books to leave the build- 
ing, a considerable share of its frequenters (and very likely 
enough to reduce, if they were excluded, its delivery to the level 
of ours) is of the class that with us find their wants supplied in 
our Lower Hall. 

Ten years ago the British Museum was six times larger than 
our present Bates Hall, and its daily use was twelve times ours 
to-day ; but of course there are a multitude of reasons applica- 
ble to a collection which of itself draws many yearly to the 
greatest city of Europe. 

Your Committee, then, have no reason to feel that the Bates 
Hall is not doing its proportionate good. As the Library grows 
and gets a national reputation it will, of course, draw investi- 
gators to the city, and swell the record beyond the present. It 
needs to be more generally known how excellent a working 
library, in character and machinery, we have got The fact 
already mentioned, that it stands ready to provide any proper 
book, if it can be found in the book marts of the world, is war- 
rant that it invites the largest use. If that privilege, or the col- 
lection itself, is not ei^oyed to the highest possible limit, it is 
owing to the public wants being in part supplied in other direc- 
tions, and not to the management of the institution, since, in all 
the collections with which we have compared it, much more strin- 
gent regulations are in vogue. 

What is the Character of the Readino ix the Bates 
Hall ? This hall has been open five years, and the average 
yearly use of books in the several classifications is as follows : — 

English History and Literature . . 17 per cent. 
UseM and Fine Arts . . • . 10 '' 
American History and Literature . . 9 '^ 
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Theology, Metaphysics, Ethics, Education 


8 per cent. 


Periodicals 




7 




Mathematics and Physics 




7 




Medicine 




6 




French Histoiy and Literature 




6 




General History and Literature 




4 




Italian History and Literature 




4 




Natural History . . • . 




4 




Transactions of Learned Societies 




4 




German Histoiy and Literature 




8 




Greek and Latin . . , . 




3 




Other (including Oriental) History 


and 






Literature • . • • 




3 




Bibliography .... 


• 


2 




Law and Political Economy . 




2 




Miscellaneous .... 




1 


' (C 



The most marked annual variation has been in the classifica- 
tion, headed by Theology, which has fallen gradually from 11 
percent, in 1 862 to 4 per cent, in 1 867. This is owing, perhaps, to 
the fact, that, at the outset, special efforts w^re made to interest the 
clergy and educators in the Library ; and possibly, also, to the fact, 
that the General Theological Library has been since established. 
American History and Literature have gradually gained, owing, per- 
haps, in some measure, in the historical part, to the late rebellion 
fostering an inclination to learn our own antecedent history, and 
possibly to the efforts which the Library has made to secure 
everything in any language relating to that rebellion. It will be 
seen that the use of. books in this department is not much more 
than half what it is in English History and Literature, which is not 
so strange, perhaps, in view of the relative extent of the two de- 
partments. Nevertheless, there is doubtless a disproportionate 
inclination among readers for profit to go to l)ooks and themes 
of the old world. Prof. Lowell, in a recent review of the Life 
of Josiah Quincy, gives a statement, which he was perhaps in as 
good a position as any one to make, to the effect that ^ it may 
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safely be affirmed that for one cultivated man in this conntry, 
who studies American, there are fifty who study European his- 
tory, ancient and modem." 

The use of Transactions of Learned Societies has grown. The 
other departments have not much varied, except that of Useful 
and Pine Arts, which has greatly fluctuated. 

We have no printed record of the use of books at the Astor 
Library, except in 1860, and by a comparison, as nearly as can be 
made, it seems apparent that with us the demand for books in the 
Useful and Fine Arts and for the Transactions is more, and for 
English, American and General History less, than at that New 
York institution. In Law and Political Economy, the Astor finds 
considerably more readers, and this is the department in least 
demand with us, owing, perhaps, to the existence of the State 
Library and the Social Law Libraiy. 

The records of our Patent Room collection are kept indepen- 
dently, and we have no means of knowing how the use of it 
compares with either of the other five sets in the United States. 
The past year 197 persons used them for 248 hours; being ten 
more persons than the previous year, and the same number of 
hours. The fact, that at Manchester tlie record is by volumes, 
and that the specifications are bound separately, while with us 
they are bound in groups, prevents any comparison between 
the two. 

What is the Character op the Reading in the Lower 
Hall ? Your Committee have already shown that it was through 
the Lower Hall the mass of the people was sought in the begin- 
ning. The preliminary report of 1852 contended, that, if the 
habit of reading could be engendered, it would go on improving 
in character. In 1855, it was thought there was recognizable a 
demand for higher and higher classes of literature, and accord- 
ingly the next year the Trustees reported that they were buying 
fewer books of mere amusement and more of a higher kind, be- 
ginning at this time to add some in the foreign languages. In 
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1859, it was reported, that only the best of the lighter class of 
literature was bought The next year there was a marked falling 
off in circulation, but such fluctuations are as inevitable as they 
sometimes are unaccountable. At Manchester they have experi- 
enced it in much wider range than with us, and our records gen- 
erally show a steady increase. At Manchester their circulation 
in 1866 was no higher than it was ten years previously, yet in 
the interim it had been 50 per cent. more. The records of the 
British Museum show that an institution like that is by no means 
sure of a steady hold upon the class that consults its treasures. 
When our circulation fell off in 1860 (the average daily lendings 
dropping from 588 to 508) it was thought that this effort to raise 
the standard of reading, by buying fewer novels, together with 
the then recent opening of private circulating libraries, was the 
cause of it ; but the next year's returns showed a gain equal to 
the previous loss. 

In 1861, an attempt was made to ascertain what proportion of 
readers sought for fiction, and two days were selected for the 
test. On one there were 32 per cent, and on the other 50 per 
cent, of all borrowers. Not till the past year has it been pos- 
sible to reach any exact conclusion in the matter, since the slips 
for the 183,000 volumes that circulated for the year, are now 
arranged so as to show how many times any book was out. The 
returns, as made, show what the various classifications were in 
this demand ; but it must not be forgotten that this pertains to 
the Lower Hall solely. 

Fiction and Juveniles . 
Libraries, Collections, etc. 
Sciences, Arts, Professions . 
Drama, Poetry, Rhetoric, Belles Lettres 

Travels 

History and Politics 

Biography 

Foreign Languages 



68<^ per cent 


6A 




6A 




4A 




4A 




2A 




8A 




2A 
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The class, " Libraries, Collections, etc.," includes such sets as 
Bohn's Libraries and the like, and a good proportion of its 6 per 
cent, undoubtedly belongs to Fiction, so that roundly about 70 
per cent, of the Lower Hall circulation is in the nature of English 
Fiction, including in this, however, it should always be remem- 
bered, a very large share of Juvenile books. 

This large proportion for a class of literature that ordinarily 
includes so much that is morbid and even pernicious, may alarm 
some of the good friends of the institution, but the subject is not 
to be dismissed without examination from many points; and 
your Committee are of the opinion that although they might wish 
a different record, they must accept the condition as arising firom 
the mental tendency of the masses of the community ; and they 
hope to show that the result with us is no worse than elsewhere, 
and even sometimes creditable by comparison. 

A very competent authority in 1860 (Wm. Chambers) classed 
the cheap publications of Great Britain, as showing a monthly 
issue of these grades : 

Improving books • . • • 848,000 

Exciting but not positively immoral books 1,500,000 
Immoral and irreligious . . . 80,000 

As these books are published for commercial speculation, it is 
fair to presume they hit the demand relatively, and it will be 
seen that in Great Britain the chance is about twice as good for 
selling an exciting but not positively immoral book, as it is for 
selling an improving book, when they are of the class of cheap 
publications. The exciting class will doubtless find more 
readers in the household than the improving, and it cannot be 
too much to say that three will read the exciting book to one the 
other. This, as we have seen, is above the proportion of our cir- 
culation between fiction and non-fiction, and our readers are 
doubtless of much the same average class that the cheap pub- 
lications reach in England. It may then be taken as the normal 
intellectual taste of that class; but with us the exclusion of 
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javeniles ought fiEurly to be made, before instituting a comparison, 
which would then be largely in our favor. The fact that the 
^Finding List" for fiction was the earliest printed the past 
year, thereby meeting that class of readers more openly, has 
also, doubtless, conduced in some degree to raise the percentage 
of the demand in this department. 

Of course, as wo rise into the more cultured classes, we find 
the proportion of novels dwindling, though the "Saturday 
Review " not long since, in giving its views on the demand for 
fiction, expresses the opinion that fifty novels are now read in 
England, for one that was read at the beginning of the century. 
With the class of our conmiunity depending on the Boston Athe- 
nseum, for instance, it would not be surprising to find that their 
circulation of fiction is not equal to ours, yet it cannot be very 
greatly inferior. Richard Cumberland, in the " Observer," 
eighty or ninety years ago, testifies that it was the surfeit of 
novels then beginning, that led to the frequent establishment of 
circulating libraries, as a commercial speculation, though Ramsay, 
in Edinburgh, had begun one on a small scale a half century before. 
Yet, when these institutions are adapted to the higher classes, as is 
•the case with Mudie's, in London, we find that novels, though still 
Bumerous, are not in the majority. Thus Mudie, in the ten 
years ending 1862, put upon his shelves 960,000 volumes, or seven 
times as many as this building now cont^s. We will compare, 
under a few prominent heads, the percentage of Mudie's pur- 
chases, with our Lower Hall collection (as it stood in 1860 — not 
much changed relatively now), and with our circulation in that 
hall the past year ; it being borne in mind, of course, that Mudie's 
purchases include a large share of such books as we would put 
in our Bates Hall. 

Glut. Mndle. Lower Hatt. CLronlalioii. 

Fiction . . .44 per cent. 37 per cent. 75 per cent. 

History and Biography 22 " 21 " 6 " 

Travels and Adventure 13 " 9 •* 4 " 

Others ... 21 " 83 « 16 « 

7 
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It will be seen that oar Trustees have catered less to the 
demand for fiction, than Mudie, in his commercial spirit, has 
shown the demand would bear, with his far higher class of 
readers; notwithstanding it is apparent that, with our Lower 
Hall readers, every volume of fiction will secure seventeen 
readers a year, while every volume, not of fiction, will get only 
four, on an average. 

It is not easy to get at any satisfactory apportionment of our 
frequenters by a social or intellectual gradation, other than 
as the books they take may be the measure of it It was 
thought that possibly the slight restrictions put upon the appli- 
cants in the new registration now making, might serve to qualify 
the number already using cards, in such a way as to represent 
a class more eager to enjoy its better privil^es. With that 
idea, an examination was made of all the slips, showing the 
entire number of books out at the end of a fortnight, after the 
library opened in September, but the proportion was much the 
same, or even larger, for fiction and juveniles. 

Mr. Edwards, when he had charge of the Manchester Library, 
after a careful enumeration, made out that three-fifths of its 
frequenters were of the class of artisans, mill-workers, opera- 
tives and their families, while the other two-fifths were shop- 
keepers, clerks, teachers, students, school-boys, etc. It is proba- 
ble that, with our frequenters of the Lower Hall, much the same 
proportion is preserved among corresponding classes in our 
community. By the reports of the Manchester Library, it is not 
possible to say what proportion, year by year, fiction has held in 
their circulation, but Mr. Edwards determined, in 1857, that it 
was five-eighths of the whole, which is probably in excess of 
what ours is now, if our juveniles be thrown out ; and they have, 
at Manchester, a subordinate department for such readers, which 
relieves of this class, in a measure, the general circulation. 

It will be seen that, counting duplicates, over one-third of our 
liower Library is fiction and juveniles ; and if the Trustees were 
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to make their pnhshases three-fourths of this class, according to 
the demand, thus multiplying the copies of popular fiction, thej 
could much, and probably vastly, increase the aggregate circula- 
tion ; but it would inevitably augment the fiction-readers out of 
all proportion to the other readers. It is in this way that the 
New York Mercantile Library has run up its large circulation, 
even among a class of subscription-readers, which must average 
on a social scale above ours at the Lower Hall, and which does 
not include readers of juveniles. They have latterly sought to 
make, their purchases meet the demand, and the result has been 
that while in 1851, 27 percent, of its purchases were novels, the 
proportion has been increasing so that it is now full 75 per cent, 
or somewhat more than our circulation is, including juveniles. 

Your Committee, then, are not of the opinion that this large 
percentage of fiction with us, is anything that need surprise or 
alarm us. Good fiction is doubtless salutary, and the general 
character of juvenile literature is much improved over what it 
formerly was. That there are some books among the collection in 
our Lower HaJl which are not of the wholesomest, may be allowed ; 
but a conscientious efibrt is made to exclude rigorously everything 
that is of decidedly evil tendency, and of the half-morbid sort to 
allow but one, or at most but a very few copies. We may say 
that the best novels are seldom read in a way to do the most 
good ; but that is a circumstance of course bey^ond any library's 
control, and there is a good deal to say in favor of suppljdng 
• the masses with reading of even an inferior order rather than 
they should not read at all. Some are of the opinion that much 
reading of the lower grades will naturally conduce to over-satisfy 
such half-formed or vitiated tastes, and divert the reader iato more 
wholesome ways. There are others who hold that excess only 
confirms the bad tendency. We will not judge between them. 
It needs must be that to most minds of a low intellectual 
culture, books must be of a character attractive in subject to that 
grade, or they will not be regarded at all. Once regarded, there 
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is a fair chance of snbstitating for books attractive in subject, 
those attractive in manner, thus leading to a higher range of 
subjects. Take two instances : The Miihlbach novels have no 
great artistic or literary merit, but they make history attractive 
to an average order of minds, and the change from them to an 
attractive historian is not too abrupt to be easy. The Mayne 
Reid books — most of them — are exceedingly entertaining in 
matters of natural history, and show what an advance has 
been made within a half century in preparing science for the 
enlightenment of the young. The transition from such books to 
attractive works on science, say such as Hugh Miller's, is not 
uncommonly made. Your Committee look upon the passion for 
reading as formative, and, with such influences as is hoped may 
be at work in the public schools and in the family, capable of 
remunerative results even at the bottom of the scale. It is not 
to be expected, however, that this progressive betterment will 
show itself in our statistics, for every year a new influx of 
readers may take the place of those advancing, and preserve the 
old ratio. Indeed, it would not be strange, if as our circulation 
enlarges, there is a show of retrogression. The private circu- 
lating libraries are in the way of our greatly increasing the 
number of our frequenters in the Lower Hall from the higher 
classes ; and we must descend lower and lower in the scale to 
increase at all beyond the natural growth of the classes ordina- 
rily frequenting. Such a descent must iiievitably tell upon the 
character of our circulation. , 

Tour Committee were desirous of ascertaining by some test 
authors and test books, the general nature of this large demand 
for fiction, which included about 138,000 volumes for the year. 
They present first, a tabularization of some jnvenilesy showing 
the aggregate circulation of each ia volumes. 

Mayne Reid's Books 4,903 

Abbotfs Stories 3,521 

Harpers' Story Books 2,219 

Franconia Stories 932 



• 
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Andersen's Tales 

Grimm's Tales . . . 


390 
. 311 


Florence Stories 


200 


Carleton's " Winning His Way " . . 
Oliver Optic's " All Aboard " 
u u « Brave Old Salt " . 


183 
199 
120 


u 4c "Young Lieutenant" . 
Every Boy's Book . . . . . 

Boy'* Own Book 

Swiss Family Robinson . . . . 
Robinson Crusoe 


270 

156 

72 

VO 

55 


Tanglewood Tales (Hawthorne) . 


50 



We will next compare 
number of volumes to each, 
circulation per volume. 



some popular novelists, showing the 
including duplicates, and the average 



Author. 

Cooper . . . , 

Marryat. 

Simms . . • , 

Dickens . . . . 


No. of 
vola. 

. 173 . 
. 116 
. 104 
. 206 


Aggregrate 
circulation. 

5,460 
3,730 
2,345 
3,955 


Circalation 
per vol. 

32 
32 
22^ 
19 


Thackeray 
Charles Reade 


. 79 
57 


1,295 
923 


16^ 
16 


Lever . • . . 


126 


2,146 


17 


Scott • • . . 
Hawthorne .. 


. 200 
. 63 


2;663 
722 


13 
11 


Tom Hughes • 
Theodore Winthrop 
Mrs. Hentz 


43 
. 22 

. 96 


449 

210 

3,375 


10 

9 

35 


Mrs. Grey 
Mrs. Stowe 


. 29 
. 50 


805 
980 


28 
20 


Miss Braddon 


. 49 


946 


19 


Mrs. Stephens 
Miss Muloch . 
Miss Cummins 


. 33 
. 101 
. 28 


630 

1,663 

379 


19 

16^ 

13 


Miss Yonge . 
Mrs. Charles . 


143 
40 


1,312 
350 


9 
9 
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Of coarse, this retam must be taken caatioosly, as showing 
the relative popularity of the several authors. To be accurate, 
it should be certain that the Library is supplied with copies of 
each relative to the demand ; and regard must also be had to 
the fact, whether an author's works are in one or two volumes, 
since the return is by volumes and not by books ; and with some 
of them, Miss Braddon, for instance, the njpiber of copies was 
kept purposely less than the demand. 

Some unexpected developments occur with regard to teparcUe 
books. Thus, one of Cooper's least known novels ranks highest 
of all his, while the " Pioneers," which his publishers say sells 
the best, shows but little more than half the lendings to a 
volume. 

Antbon. 

Cooper. Miles Wallingford 
Stories of the Sea 
Pioneers 
Marbtat. Midshipman Easy 

Privateersman 
SiMMS. Katharine Walton 

Border Beagles 
Dickens. Pickwick 

Nicholas Nickleby 
Lever. Charles 0*Malley 
Scorr. Ivanhoe . 

Guy Mannering 
Tales of the Crusaders . 
Chas. Beade. White Lies . 

Cloister and Hearth 
Very Hard Cash . 
Never too Late, etc. 
Box Tunnel, etc. • 
Christie Johnstone 
Peg WoflSngton . 
Cloads and Sunshine 
Love me Little, etc. 



No. yola. 


Total. 


Avenge. 


. 8 


257 


82i 


. 7 


258 


37 


. 10 


258 

• 


25i 


. 5 


385 


77 


. 2 


70 


35 


. 9 


207 


23 


4 


131 


33 


. 20 


386 


19 


. 31 


344 


11 


. 12 


273 


22| 


. 22 


293 


13 


. 13 


259 


19 


. 12 


144 


12 


. 2 


60 


30 


. 10 


136 


13i 


. 8 


126 


19 


. 23 


223 


10 


. 1 


26 


26 


4 


126 


31 


. 2 


61 


30 


4 


120 


30 


. 3 


43 


14 



PUBLIC LIBSABT. 



5& 



Authors. ] 


t7o. volt. 


Total. 


ATenge. 


Tom Mughxs. Rugby .... 


6 


169 


28 


Oxford. 


30 


175 


18 


White Horse 


7 


105 


15 


TokHood. Tales .... 


1 


20 


20 


TylneyHall . 


2 


40 


20 


Prose and Verse 


1 


IS 


13 


Hawthobne. Scarlet Letter 


10 


200 


20 


Seven Gables 


9 


112 


12 


Blithedale Romance 


7 


100 


14 


Marble Faun . 


12 


100 


8 


Twice Told Tales . 


16 


85 


5 


Old Manse . 


1 


75 


75 


D. G. MrrcuELL. Dr. Johns 


4 


56 


14 


Other Books . 


16 


107 


6« 


LoHOFRU«ow. Hyperion 


8 


70 


8f 


Kavenagh 


5 


36 


7i 


Thbo. WiHTHBOP. Cecil Dreeme • 


9 


88 


10 


John Brent . 


9 


60 


7 


Canoe and Saddle . 


1 


41 


41 


Edwin Brothertoft . 


2 


21 


10 


Tbowbbidoe. Neighbor Jackwood 


14 


420 


30 


Cu^o's Cave 


6 


212 


35i 


Miss Citiikins. Mabel Yaughan . 


9 


187 


21 


El Fureidis . 


11 


100 


9 


Lamplighter 


« 


1^ 


25 


Haunted Hearts • 


5 


17 


3 


Mrs. Hxntz. Rena .... 


9 


279 


31 


Planter's Northern Bride. 


14- 


400 


29 


Ernest Linwood 


13 


871 


28^3 


Mbs. Gket. Flirt . . . . 


2 


182 


91 


Miss Mulooh. John Halifax 


12 


241 


20 


Christian's Mistake 


8 


184 


23 


Miss Yonoe. Heir of Bedcliffe . 


19 


205. 


11 


Daisy Chain • 


32 


144 


^ 


Ben Sylvester 


10 


60 


6 
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Take some single, long-established works qfjiction : 

Don Quixote 96 

Gil Bias 58 

Gulliver's Travels . . . . . .92 

Paul and Virginia 35 

Tristram Shandy ... . • .21 
Vicar of Wakefield . . . . ' . .75 

Miss Bumey's Evelina, 9 vols 245 

Undine 43 

Ficciola . • 18 

Take, now, a few good or popular books of recent years which 
may be presumed to have lost their freshness : 

William Ware's Tales 160 

Lavengro 22 

Fotiphar Papers 20 

Elsie Venner • 800 

Caxtons 66 

Lowell's New Priest . . . . , 8 

Pique 140 

Amber Gods 18 

Alton Locke .33 

Vivian Grey • 16 

J. P. Kennedy's books • • • . .180 

Typee 40 

Charles Auchester .••••• 77 
Naomi ........ 46 

Jane Eyre 181 

Coningsby ..••••• 12 
Sam Slick . . . . . • .39 
Out of His Head 35 

A few of the more ^hemeral type : 

m 

Dunn Browne ..••..• 30 

ArtemasWard 95 

Verdant Green •••... 45 
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We tarn, now, to the . remaining quarter of our circulation, 
covering other books than fiction. The circulation of French, 
German and Italian books was 5,064, and these authors are 
noted : 

Dudevant (George Sand) . . . .11 

Victor Hugo 203 

Goethe 838 

Kotzebue 217 

SchiUer 262 



RichUr in English translations : 



Campaner Thai 
Levana . 
Titan . 
Walt and Vult 



5 

14 
17 
16 



Poetry, Jjrama, Rhetoric and Belles Lettres circulated 8,750 ; and 
these are noted : 



Tennyson, 12 vols. 


. 124, or 10 each 


LongfeUow, 44 vols. 


• 429, or 10 each 


Whittier, 6 vols. . 


91, or 15 each 


Clough • . . 


4 


Shakespeare . . . . 


. 545 


Bell's Theatre 


. 859 


Minor Drama 


. 757 



Sciences, Arts, Professions, etc,, circulated 12,250 vols.; and 
these are noted in Domestic Economy and Agriculture : 



Mrs. Hale's Cook Book, 4 copies 

Mrs. Putnam's Cook Book, 1 copy 

Mackenzie's Receipts, 4 copies. 

Inquire Within, 2 copies . 

$600 a Tear, 1 copy . 

How I Managed My Children, 4 copies 

Copeland's Landscape Gardening, 2 copies 

How to Gret a Farm, 2 copies 
s 



4 

12 

50 

16 

4 

3 

6 

8 
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How to Farm Profitably, 1 copy . . . .3 

Ten Acres Enough, 2 copies • . . .17 

Allen's Grape Culture, 3 copies . • .15 

Rand's Parlor Gardener, 1 copy . • .16 

Downing's Landscape, etc., 3 copies • . .25 

Travels circulated 8,837 ; and these are noted: 

Kane's Arctic Explorations, 23 toIs. • . 205 

Livingstone's AMca, 11 vols 58 

Burton's Travels, 8 vols 16 

Speke's AMca, 1 vol 13 

B. Taylor's books, 28 vols Ul 

Eothen 7 

Crescent and Cross ..••.. 14 
Fletcher's Brazil 20 

History and Politics circulated 5,425 ; and there are noted: 

Froude's England, 40 vols 154 

Motley's Histories, 24 vols 125 

Prescott's Histories, 101 vols 323 

Abbott's Histories, 10 vols 64 

Bancroft, 67 vols 137 

Headley's Histories, 2 vols 14 

Carlyle's Frederick, 10 vols 21 

Parkman's Pontiac 14 

Parkman's Pioneers 2 



Benton's Thirty Years, 2 vols. 

These of local interest : 

Frothingham's Siege of Boston 
Drake's Boston. 
Barry's Massachusetts, 3 vols. 
Wells' Samuel Adams, 3 vols. 
Loring's Boston Orators 

These connected with the late war 

Nichols' Great March 
Miles O'Beilly . 



12 



42 

34 

8 

2 

7 



9 
42 
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Semmes' Cruise 

CofDn's Four Tears' Fighting . 
Greele3r'8 American Conflict, 2 vols. 
Youth's History of the Rebellion 
Barnard's Peninsnlar Campaign 

These few theological or similar works : 

Ecce Homo, 4 copies 
Ecce Deus, 4 copies . 
Renan's Jesus, 4 copies . 
Cumming's books 
Spurgeon's books, 5 copies 
Ingraham's Pillar of Fire . 
Ingraham's House of David 
Pilgrim's Progress . 
Essays and Reviews . 

These few miscellaneoui : 



87 
8 
22 
20 
22 



34 
15 
89 
85 
14 
10 
15 
18 
18 



Dana's Idle Man 

Thoreau's Walden 

Catlin's Indians . . • . . 

Webster's Works 

John Adams' Works 

Harper's Monthly, (bound volumes) . 

Guerin's Journal 

Oehlenschlager's Correggio, (Eng. transl.) 



. 20 
. 54 

8 
. 82 

9 
2,787 
. 18 
. 16 



It should not be forgotten that these statistics pertain to the 
Lower Hall sokly ; and some of the works designated may also be 
found in the Bates Hall. Your Committee cannot but see that 
here are the means, through this record of slips, of apportioning 
supply in duplicates to demand, better than were at hand before 
this new system was put in practice. 

Is THE Readino Room Well-managed and Sufficiently 
Supplied ? Until the past year there has never been any trust- 
worthy record kept of the use of this department The new 
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system of delivering periodicals on application, while it debars 
some from a rapid survey of all as they lie upon tables, works 
advantageously for the greater niunber, secures order, and pro- 
tects the property from mutilation and loss, to a d^ree not pos- 
sible by any system of espionage. It has, accordingly, been safe 
to add duplicates freely, and of 13 periodicals we now have 53 
copies, and 196 single copies of other periodicals, making 208 
in all. The Beading Room was opened in 1869 with 140. ' The 
present number is divided by languages : 

English 141 

French . .' 39 

German ....... 27 

Italian 1 

And by classes : 

Scientific 85 

Literary ..•.••• 68 

Religious ....... 18 

Illustrated and foreign newspapers . -. 12 

Commercial 9 

Fashions . 6 

Illustrated Magazine 3 

Juveniles 3 

Fine Arts 3 

Diplomacy ....... 1 

During the past year there have been 91,832 readers of peri- 
odicals and reference books, and of this number 12,348 were 
females. It shows something of the different constitution of so- 
ciety, that of the 71,363 readers in the corresponding department 
at Manchester, but 288 were females. The average number of 
readers daily the past year was 264, and 283 magazines were 
read on an average daily for the 289 days the room was open. 
Some 60 persons, mostly strangers, enter the room daily, out of 
curiosity. 
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Can'Anythino hobe be bone to guabd tbe Books fbom Mu- 
tilation AND Loss ? Mr. Ticknor, in the preliminary report of 
1852, in sketching out a plan for the Library, novel in soine impor- 
tant respects for a public institution, and which is substantially 
the basis upon which it is administered to-day, urged strongly the 
desirability and probable safety of circulating the books freely 
among certain classes of our community ( where the class bore 
withit a kind of responsibility), without any surety but their per- 
sonal recognizance ; but contemplated that it might become neces- 
sary in ordinary cases to require some pecuniary guaranty. The 
firee libraries in England, which were about that time starting, 
under the Parliamentary acts of 1850, were requiring this as a 
condition, before their privileges were accorded to a citizen ; and 
they have retained it without any apparent check upon their 
usefulness, and with much greater security to their property, 
than we have enjoyed. Still, the experiment of a freer library 
than the world had ever known, was not, perhaps, an ill-timed 
one, and, for a while, it was thought to have been an un- 
varying success, and, to this day, no pecuniary voucher is de- 
manded. 

A few books were reported lost, at first, in Mason Street, and 
the number had increased, until the last year in that place, it 
was two hundred for the year. Still, it was thought there had 
been no wantonness. In 1857, we began to hear of mutilations, 
with hints at future stringency. The next year, it was thought 
some degree of wantonness was discoverable. The first year 
in the present building (1859), one hundred and thirty were 
reported lost ; of these, forty-two were subsequently recovered, 
leaving eighty-eight unaccounted for. It increased yearly, until 
it had got to be annually between five and six hundred, when, at 
the beginning of last year, some check was put upon it by issu- 
ing new cards and recalling the old ones. Still, for the past 
year, four hundred and sixty volumes are reported missing, and 
of these, two hundred and ten are charged to borrowers, who 
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cannot be found or traced at the addresses they gave; leamg 
the sad inference of premeditated fraud. 

Nor is this a measure of the wanton dami^ to the books. 
Mutilations and defacements are becoming common. In 1862, 
the Superintendent reported, that, in his judgment^ more was to 
be feared from this evil than from loss ; and in successive reports 
it has been dwelt upon, and the time predicted when stricter 
supervision of the delivery would be necessary. There was 
formerly no adequate remedy for this kind of injury when dis- 
covered, and it was hardly possible with the force at command 
to collate a sixth part of the books returned. Last winter tiie 
necessary law to meet such cases of mutilation and de&cement 
was passed by the Legislature ; and the statutes of the Com- 
monwealth now afford a wholesome remedy in discoverable 
cases. 

The losses from wear and tear, if actually done in good ser- 
vice, excite no unpleasant inferences. Not a few books come 
into the library's possession partly worn. While in Mason Street 
200 were reported worn out; and since the library has been in 
the present building, the number worn out must have averaged 
that yearly. The ratio will of course increase as the books are 
longer in use. During the past year over 4,800 volumes have 
been either rebound or had their bindings repaired, a small por- 
tion of which belonged to the Sates Hall. Your Committee 
cannot learn that this absolute wearing out of books is anything 
more than ought to be expected. Comparing our experience with 
that at Manchester, there seems to be something in our favor, pro- 
vided, of course, the same degree of damage condemns a book in 
both libraries. Thus the aggregate circulation at Manchester for 
its first five years was about the same as ours for the first three 
years in the present building, and while at Manchester 800 vol- 
umes were reported worn out, with us it was less than 500. A 
popular novel usually wears out two or three strong bindings 
before it is condemned. Some estimates can be made of the 
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wear, from the &ct that one perdon is employed most of the time 
in reneiring the paper covers on the Lower Hall books. 

The total Yiumber of missing and worn out books has been 
about 6,700 volumes from the beginning; and this, on an aggre- 
gate circulation of 2,000,000, is only something over one-third 
of one per cent, which is not excessive certainly. This amount 
of loss is almost exactly the same that the records of the New 
York Mercantile Library show it to have sustained,, on the same 
number of volumes, during its career. 

What proportion of this number can be put down to abso- 
lute theft or books unaccounted for, it is not easy to ascer- 
tain ; but your Committee see by the records that this most dis- 
graceful kind of loss is increasing out of all proportion to the cir- 
culation, which is now only 30 per cent, more than it was in 
1859, while the loss in unaccounted-for books, on the best data that 
can be found, is something like 300 per cent more. This increase 
does not probably show a relative increase of offenders, since a 
feWf by observing the impunity with which it could be done, 
would naturally enlarge their range of depredations. The refer- 
ence books around the desks in the Bates Hall and the Beading 
Boom are open to the inroads of a class of thieves, known to the 
police, to exist in fraternities, so that books stolen from libraries 
and shops in one large city, are transmitted to their fellows in 
another to be disposed of. These practices are in no small 
degree doing a work of demoralization, which every consider- 
ation of justice and well-being requires to be checked. 

To do this without temporarily curtailing the circulation were, 

perhaps, not easy. The example of Manchester showed, that 
where considerable restraint had been put at the start and con- 
sistently kept up, a large circulation could be maintained. Tour 
Committee know that it is more difScult to impose restraints at 
a late day ; but they believe it is never too late to do right ; and 
the public will be sure to see that by right-doing their privileges 
are more fully protected than ever. 
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At Manchester they require two pecuniaxy vouchers among 
the rate-payers, renewed every five years, for each applicant 
On the same circulation as ours in 1865-6, they los{ but fifty-six 
volumes, and they were all replaced — thirty-three by the bor- 
rowers, and twenty-three by the guarantors. Beside this they 
enforce pecuniary satisfaction for mutilations and defacements. 

Your Committee understand that in the new registration now 
in progress each applicant is required to give two referees, who 
can, if need be, verify his statements. By this means, several 
irregularities that might have caused Qonfiision and loss, have 
been discovered and guarded against Your Committee believe 
this restraint good as far as it goes, and trust that it will not be 
found necessary to go to the limit employed at Manchester ; but 
they have no hesitation in saying, that this community should 
assert its right to be called quite as orderly as any other; and 
if that pre-eminence can only be secured by the pecuniary 
vouchers, they should be required. 

In the Bates Hall the loss has not as yet been groat There 
were reported last year as lost since the opening in 1862, 43; 
and of these 10 have been recovered; and 18 have been added 
to this number during the past year, some of which will doubt- 
less be found, so that the total now gone from the shelves is 51, 
beside 48 charged to borrowers and not yet returned. 

In conclusion, your Committee would bespeak for the Public 

Library of the City of Boston, from all quarters, a continuation 

of that enlightened iAterest, which has in the past been bestowed 

upon it with a success, that is both gratifying to this community, 

and a source of admiration with strangers. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JUSTIN WINSOB. 

ALFONSO BOWMAN. 

CHAS. W. FREELAND. 

C. D. HOMANS. 

HERMAN J. WARNER, 

R. C. WATERSTON. 
Public Library, Kov. 11th, 1867. 



[B] 
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. 



To the Trustees of the Ptiblic Library of the City of Boston. 

Gentlemen: In obedience to the requirements of the By- 
LawS; I beg leave to present to you a Report upon the condition 
and increase of the Library for the year ending September 1, 
1867. 

In consequence of the facilities furnished by the new method 
of recording loans, I had the satisfaction of presenting to you 
immediately after the close of the year ending July 31, 1867, the 
annual statistics respecting the growth and use of the Library 
which heretofore could only be partially obtained two or three 
months later. These statistics have given to the Committee of 
Citizens appointed to examine the Library, much better means of 
knowing accurately and fully the condition and progress of the 
institution, than any of their predecessors had enjoyed. In their 
Report will be found a systematic analysis of these figures, and 
deductions from them of great importance. 



mCBEASE OF 


THE COLLECTIONS. 




In Both Halls. 








Books. FfempbleU. 


OtlMr artidM. 


Presented • 


1,465 7,769 


33 


Purchased . 


7,395 104 




By Exchange 


837 4 




Total of Accessions • 
9 


9,197 7,877 


33 
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Whole number of donors, 300. 

A list of the names of donors is appended to this Report, and 
marked [AA]. 

It will be understood that some of the books added — most of 
them donations — are duplicates, and that many of the pamphlets 
have been bound and placed on the shelves as books, and a 
large number of books lost and worn out since the opening of 
the Library have not been replaced ; consequently the accessions 
for the year cannot be added to the aggregate reported last 
year, in order to find the present extent of the collection. 

Among the donations for the year are several which should be 
particularly mentioned. 

The Hon. William Gray presented at one time 417 volumes, 
many of them works of importance, besides pamphlets and sev- 
eral large maps and plans of special value. 

William Everett, Esq., presented, besides several valuable 
books, 6,829 pamphlets, some of them of much rarity, collected 
by his late honored and lamented father. 

The children of the late Hon. Josiah Quincy have given to the 
Library a large number of the early Public Documents of the 
United States Government, bound in 128 voliunes folio and octavo, 
collected as they were published, by their father, with indexes 
and notes in his own handwriting. The importance of this col- 
lection to the Public Library is very great. The set presented 
by Mr. Everett was perhaps the very best in the country. He 
commenced it in the earliest^ days of his public life, and spared 
neither money nor time to make it complete. But before his day 
a large number of these documents were quite beyond reach. It 
is these earliest and scarcest of the government publications 
which Mr. Quincy, with characteristic foresight and care, gath- 
ered and guarded, and which his children have now most worth- 
ily placed where they may add to the many permanent memorials 
of the public spirit and high intelligence of their father. 

A bust of Mr. Everett, by Thomas Ball, was presented to the 
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city by the subscribers to the Everett statue, with the request 
that it should be deposited in the Public Library. It is placed 
in the Lower room, now devoted to works of art 

A bust of J. Lothrop Motley, by Richard S. Greenough, has also 
been presented by Mr. Thomas B. Curtis, and has been placed 
most appropriately with the bust of Mr. Everett 

The accessions to the Bates Hall for the year may be generally 
classified by subjects as follows. The classification is, however, 
of books as they now stand upon the shelves. It does not include 
those books which are necessarily placed by themselves, such as 
the Bowditch, Parker, and Prince Libraries. The divisions in 
the Lower Hall are not given. It is known, however, that they 
are, all of them, of the popular class of books, and most of them 
in the English language. 

The whole number of books placed during the year in the 
Lower Hall, is 3,002. 

ClasHfication of Accessions in the Bates HM^ 1866-67. 

Cyclopaedias, etc. 4 » 24 vols. 

Bibliography and Literary History . . • . 170 ** 

General History and Geography • • * ^ . 170 ^' 

American History and Literature . • > . 515 *^ 

English History and Literature 493 '' 

French History and Literature 188 " 

Italian History and Literature • • * . • 87 ^* 

Grerman History and Literature ..... 228 *^ 

Greek and Latin Classics and Philology 4 . . 190 " 
History and Literature of other countries of Europe 

and Asia 214 " 

Periodicals and Transactions of Learned Societies • 814 ** 

Theology and Ecclesiastical History .... 968 ** 

Metaphysics and the Social Sciences .... 185 ** 

Jurisprudence 145 ** 

Political Economy 79 " 

Science 870 ** 



• 
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Natural History 155 vols. 

Mathematics and the Physical Sciences . . . 312 *' 

UseflilArts 96 " 

Fine Arts 197 " 

5,100 « 
Prince Library 1,952 " 

Total 7,052 " 

The following statement shows the number of recent publica- 
tions included among the accessions : 

English books printed in Great Britain, 635 volumes. 

" " printed in America, 1,154 " 

" " printed on the Continent, 104 " 

Foreign 539 ** 

2,432 volumes, 
uplicates 97 '' 

2,529 volumes. 

The Trustees have, by a standing invitation, — often repub- 
lished, — requested persons wishing books which they could not 
find in the Library, to ask for them by filling blanks furnished 
for the purpose ; and the promise has been made that such books 
shall, unless there is some special reason to the contrary, be 
purchased as soon as possible. The number of these requests 
has increased latterly from year to year. It frequently happens 
that persons ask .for books already in the Library. Li such 
cases they are immediately informed of the fttct through the 
mail. When a book asked for has been procured, the applicant 
receives immediate notice, and is told that the volume will be 
retained five days subject to his order. 

The following table shows the number of books asked for dur- 
ing each month of the last year, the number of them which were 
found to be already upon the shelves, and the number procured : 
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Date. 

1866. August 

" September 
" October 
** November 
" December 

1867. January 

February 

March 

April 

May . 

June . 

July . 



No. ukedfor. No.lnLtb'y. No. rec'd ainee. 



(b 



€& 



it 



C4 



C4 



44 







. 7 




8 






. 17 


5 


8 






. 42 


11 


20 






. 46 


10 


25 






. 86 


8 


18 






. 51 


12 


27 






. 92 


14 


55 




• 


. 62 


7 


45 






. 67 


6 


85 




• 


. 22 


8 


5 






. 51 


9 


12 






. 58 . 


5 


7 



546 



95 



260 



PRESENT EXTENT OP THE COLLECTIONS. 

The Library contained by shelf-lists on the 1st of^ August, 
1867: 



In the Bates Hall 
In the Lower Hall 

Total 



The books in the Bates Hall comprise : 

The general Library, classified by subjects 

The Bowditch Library, kept by itself . 

The Parker Library, kept by itself 

The Prince Library, kept by itself 

Sale Duplicates not located • 

Books not located Aug. 1, 1867, (all located since) 



110,782 
25,199 

135,981 



87,^57 
2,542 

11,721 
1,952 
5,882 
1,678 

110,782 



The dassification of the books by subjects, is, in the Bates 
Hall : 

Cyclopsedias 1,054 vols. 

Bibliography and Literary History .... 2,585 " 
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History and Geography ...... 3,070 vols. 

American History and Literature .... 9,839 " 

English History and Literature .... 11,049 '' 

French History and Literature .... 5,983 " 

Italian History and Literature .... 4,679 " 

German History and Literature .... 3,486 ** 

Greek and Latin Classics and Philology . . . 3,072 '^ 
History and Literature of other countries of Europe 

and Asia 2,707 " 

Periodicals and Transactions of Learned Societies . 10,458 " 

Theology and Ecclesiastical History . . . 7,962 " 

Metaphysics, Ethics, and the Social Sciences • 2,820 " 

Political Economy 671 " 

Jurisprudence 2,014 " 

Medical Science • • 4,405 '' 

Natural History 8,925 " 

Mathematics and the Physical Sciences . . • 4,556 '^ 

Useful Arts 877 " 

Fine Arts 2,557 " 

Miscellaneous pamphlets 387 " 

87,656 vote. 
From which deduct books not at present on the shelves 99 " 

87,557 vote. 

This classification does not include the Parker, Bowditch, and 
Prince Libraries. 

With regard to the numbers assigned to the Lower Hall, it 
was remarked last year in my Report, that the enumeration in- 
cluded all the books which from the beginning had been placed 
there. The eAumeration was, however, taken from the shelf-Usts, 
without regard to the lost and replaced books, of which it was 
then impossible to give any satisfactory statement It was added, 
that when the re-organization, at that time only commenced, should 
be completed, a more exact enumeration would be made, which 
would doubtless show a considerably diminighed number. Thte 
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year I am able to report the figures after the revision. It irill be 
seen; that^ although 3,002 volmnes haye been placed during the 
year in the Lower library, the present number of books is actu- 
ally 167 less than the number reported last year. It thus appears 
that 3;169 bookS; lost or worn out during the nine years since the 
library was first opened to the public, have not been replaced. 

The following table represents the present classification of the 
books by subjects in the hower Hall: 

Ko. on ahelTM. 

Theology, Moral and Intellectual Science, Education • 1,488 

Jurisprudence, Political Science .... . 270 

Medicine, Mathematics, Physics and Natural Sciences 1,705 

Useful and Fine Arts, Military and Naval Art and Sciences 599 

American History and Politics 1,023 

Foreign History and Politics 1,333 

Poetry, Drama, Oratory and Rhetoric .... 2,268 

Fiction and Juvenile Works 7,165 

Biography 2,342 

Travels 1,897 

Libraries, (B<^'s, etc.) Collections, Periodicals, etc. • 2,621 

German Books 1,137 

Italian Books 221 

French Books 1,043 

Books of Reference in the Reading Room . . • ' 87 

25,199 

The number of Pamphlets reported, 1866 . 86,566 
" " added by purchase, 1867 . . 108 

" " " " donation, 1867 . . 7,769 

Total 44,443 

This enumeration includes all the pamphlets which have been 
reported as added to the Library from the beginning. But more 
than 5000 have been bound either separately or in volumes con- 
taining several pamphlets each. By &r the greater part of thQ 
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remainder are duplicates or odd numbers of magazines and 
legislative documents; or publications of little, if of any, value. 
The whole collection should be revised; and every pamphlet 
of which another copy exists in the Library, or which is not 
esteemed of value, be no longer included in the enumeration. 
Although much has been done, it has been impossible, with tiie 
force employed in the Library; to do all that is required for the 
proper care of the pamphlets ; and the place, where of neces- 
sity they are kept; is insufficient and extremely inconvenient. 

The Sale Du licates^ August, 1866, were . . . 5,141 vols. 

'^ added, 1866-67, mostly donations 714 «< 

5,855 vols. 
Duplicates disposed of, 1866-67 • . . • 528 •« 



Total remaining in the possession of the Library 5,832 vols. 

USE OF THE LIBBABY. 

Notwithstanding the fact that some two or three thousand 
volumes at a time have during the year been, in the Lower Hall, 
retained from circulation in order to prepare the Finding Lists, 
we have to report a more extensive use of the books than in any 
previous year. 

In the Bates Hall were lent for home use, 13,696 vols. 
In the Lower Hall .... 183,714 " 



Total for home use . . • 197,410 vols. 
Add books used in the Bates Hall . 11,553 *^ 



208,963 vols. 

The Library was open 277 days. 

The average, therefore, of books used each day was 754.37 

Of which, used in Bates Hall . . . . 91.98 

The greatest circulation on any one day was on the 23d of 
February, when 1,813 books were given out, and in the Lower 
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Hall 1;411 xeturned; a circulation larger by nearly three 
hundred than on any previous day in the history of the Library. 

These figures do not represent the use of the books of refer- 
ence in the Bates Hall; nor in the Reading Boom, nor the use of 
large numbers of books for extensive researches, often permitted 
on especial applications, nor the use of the specifications of 
English Patents which have been consulted during the year by 
197 persons, 248 hours. 

The following table represents the percenUfge of use of the 
various classes of books in the Bates Hall : 



Bibliography 

General History and Literature 
American History and Literature . 
English History and Literature 
French History and Literature 
Italian History and Literature 
German History and Literature 
Greek and Latin Classics 
Oriental History and Literature 

Periodicals 

Transactions of Learned Societies 
Theology, Ethics, and Education . 
Jurisprudence, Government, Political Economy 

Medicine 

Natural History 

Mathematical and Physical Sciences 
Fine and Useful Arts . * . . 
Miscellaneous 



1 per cent. 

3 
12 
20 

7 

3 

4 

3 

4 

7 

7 

4 

2 

6 

3 

8 

5 

1 



As compared with the table for the preceding year, this shows 
an increase of 4 per cent, in American History and Literature, of 
2 per cent, in English History and Literature, and of Transactions 
of Learned Societies, and of German History, and of 1 per cent, 
in French History and Literature and in the Mathematical and 
Physical Sciences ; and a decrease of 4 per cent, in the use of 

10 
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Periodicals, 3 per cent, in the Useful and Pine Arts, 2 per cent 
each in Medicine and Bibliography, and 1 per cent, in Miscella- 
neous books. 

For the first time since the Library was opened to the public, 
we have been able to obtain full and exact statistics respecting 
the use of books in the Lower Hall. The record-slips of books 
borrowed and returned are all preserved in the order of their 
shelf-numbcrS; and it is possible to ascertain the number of books 
on every subject borrowed, and the number of times each book 
has been lent. These slips fiirnish a resource never before pos- 
sessed for ascertaining the real wants of the public, and the 
directions in which the Library may be made more useful. The 
Examining Committee have, with much care and minuteness, 
attended to the details thus furnished, and in their Report have 
presented elaborate, instructive and interesting results and 
deductions. The importance to the future usefidness of the 
Library must be great. The facts will, some of them, perhaps, 
be unexpected ; but they are facts and should be known, and 
their bearing and tendency should be carefully considered, as 
they fortunately have been by the Committee. 

I will merely present, in this place, the general classification of 
the Loans in the Lower Hall, and refer to the ample details in 
the Report of the Examining Committee. 

No.ofLoana. Per cent. 

Of Books in Science, Arts and Professions . . 12,250 .066 

History 5,425 .029 

Poetry, Drama 8,750 .047 

Biography 7,245 .039 

Voyages and Travels .... 8,887 .048 

Periodicals and Libraries (like Bohn's) . 11,480 .062 

French, German and Italian . . . 5,064 .027 

Fiction and Juvenile Books . . . 124,663 .682 

183,714 .100 
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It was stated, in the last Report, that it was deemed necessary 
to renew the cards of all persons using the Library, and that it 
was hoped that by this means many of the evil practices which 
had brought discredit upon the Library would be checked. Of 
the effect of the renewal, in this respect, I shall have occasion to 
speak in another part of this Report. During the year, 6,990 
cards were given to new applicants, and the cards of about 5,000 
former signers were renewed, making the whole number of 
persons who had registered their names from the first opening of 
the Library in this building— 52,859. 

LOSSES AND INJURIES. 

The report this year of losses and injuries is full and accurate. 
How far the Library has been abused is no longer a matter of 
judgment and estimate, but of facts and figures. The way in 
which the wrongs have been done is also in most cases known. 
The point to which the measures of prevention are to be directed, 
also, has become distinctly noticeable. 

In the BcUes HdH, the whole number of books missing from 

the beginning, to August, 1866, was ... 33 
From August, 1866, to August, 1867 .... 18 

Total from the beginning . . . . 51 

The whole number of books charged to borrowers and 
not returned from the beginning, to August, 1866, 
was 27 

From August, 1866, to August, 1867 .... 21 

Total from the beginning .... 48 

Some of the missing books will, doubtless, be regained ] and 
most of those charged to individuals will, probably, be replaced. 
The condition of the books in the Bates Hall is generally excel- 
lent. No complaints have been made of mutilations or deface- 
ment. 
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In tlie Lower Hall, the accumulated losses and misplacements, 
the natural wear and tear, and the many irregularities of the 
unparalleled use for nine years had borne heavily upon the con- 
dition of the Library, and required great labor and patience in 
the revision which has been pursued under the skilful guidance 
of Mr. Jillson, with the striking results here numerically pre- 
sented. 
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The whole number of persons to whom notices were sent 
by mail that they had kept' the books borrowed over 
the fourteen days allowed by the Rules, was . . • 15,652 

The whole number of persons who kept their books over 
twenty-one days, and to whom a special messenger was 
sent to regain the books 1,449 

The whole number not returned at the close of the Library 

year 315 

Number of these recovered or accounted for . . . 105 

Whole number which were taken by persons who could not 

be found of which a few have been returned • . . 237 

The amount paid for postage and messenger^s service was $714 48 

The amount received for fines and messenger's fees . . $366 50 

These statements show the great slackness of borrowers with 
regard to the return or renewal of their books. When it is 
remembered that the term of the loan may be doubled, without 
returning the book to the Library, on simply requesting by note 
the renewal, this amount of delinquency seems the more strange 
and inexcusable. 

The labor and expense of writing and sending by mail 15,652 
notices to delinquents was very considerable. 

Still greater were the cost and trouble of sending for books 
by the messenger. He was engaged in searches often fruitless, 
and even when he succeeded in regaining the book, it was fre- 
quently after a long and tedious pursuit. 

And, after all the labor and expenditure, the result now is that 
two hundred and ten books were taken, as it would appear, with 
deliberate deception. 

The delinquents were not only unjust to the Library, but to 
many honest frequenters of it who desired to use the books thus 
withdrawn from their reach. 

The time of the attendants in the Library required in tracing 
these delinquencies, was a serious charge upon the funds of the 
institution, while the exercise of less vigilance would have resulted 
in a great loss of books and a reproach which would have 
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rested heavily upon the generally careful frequenters of the 
Library. It will be seen, alsO; that the fines and messenger's fees 
collected are but a partial offset to the amount paid for postage 
and the services of the messenger. 

Were the circulation small, and the persons using the Library 
few in number, it might be possible to exercise greater care in 
the delivery of the books and in the scrutiny of applicants. But 
in a circulation like this it is utterly impossible to do anything 
more than to answer applications without questions or delays. 

The reasons why so many who had borrowed books could not 
be found, was, that they had registered false names or false resi- 
dences. One person was ascertained to have had in use three 
cards at one time taken under aliases. Several persons had 
taken two cards on one name at different times. Many were 
using cards of other persons improperly obtained. It appeared, 
too, upon inquiry, that these evil practices had most alarmingly 
increased. 

These &cts came gradually to the full knowledge of the Trus- 
tees, as the careful methods of recording loans and following 
delinquents under the new system brought then| to light from 
week to week. They were well considered. The cause of the 
evil became clearly manifest. The registration had been too 
unguarded. But it was a difficult question how to apply the 
remedy. To require of each applicant for cards a pecuniary 
guarantee was the most obvious, the easiest, and the most com- 
mon way. But it was feared that this might sometimes operate 
to prevent poor but worthy people from applying. It was, there- 
fore, proposed to try first a plan of requiring every one asking 
for a card to name two persons who could verify his statements. 
Such reference does not involve any pecuniary responsibility on 
the part of the persons referred to, nor impose any trouble upon 
them^ nor raise any questions of delicacy in making the reference. 

But such references, if required of one, must be of all. Other- 
wise offence might be taken. No thoughtful person, it was sup- 
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posed, would object to so small a servioe for the public good, 
when he considers that humbler people would have their pride 
serious!^ wounded should they notice that they alone and not all 
others were required to give the means of verifying their state- 
ments. In this plan there seems to be the least possible trouble 
to applicants consistent with probable security for the books, and 
it is earnestly hoped that it may be effectual, and obviate the ne- 
cessity of resorting to more stringent measures. 

Objections would, of course, be made to any change, that it 
would drive people from the Library, diminish the circulation, etc. 
The same objections were made last year against the new sys- 
tem of recording loans then introduced, and they are now seen 
and acknowledged to have been entirely groundless. But, thus 
far, during tliree months, instead of driving people away, the 
registration has proceeded more rapidly than during the same 
length of time when the first records were opened in this build- 
ing, and the new measui*es are showing beneficial results. Al- 
ready attempts have been detected at forging the names of other 
persons upon the application-slip, and at committing various 
irregularities «which would have caused much trouble and ex- 
pense, had they not been forestalled. 

THE BEADING ROOM FOR PERIODICALS. 

The use of the Beading Room for periodicals has never be- 
fore been so large, nor its order ever so satisfactory. None of 
the magazines have been stolen or wantonly mutilated. This 
improvement is due entirely to the new system of placing the 
magazines under the care of an attendant, to be given out on 
application signed by the borrower. 

I regret to state that some of the books placed for free con- 
sultation in this room have been stolen. It is believed, hofvever, 
that they were nearly all taken by one person, who for several 
months has desisted from his nefarious practices here. 
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PERIODICALS. 

Whole number in the Reading Room .... 208 

Whole number of which there are duplicates . . 14 
as follows : 

Atlantic Monthly 5 copies. 

American Agriculturist 2 ** 

American FhrenologicalJournal .... 2 

Grodey's Lady's Book 4 

Dwighf s Journal of Music 2 

Every Saturday 

Harper's Bazar 

Harper's Monthly i: 

Harper's Weekly ........ 

Our Young Folks 

Nation 2 

North American Review 2 " 

Peterson's Magazine 4 ^' 

Round Table ' . 2 " 

At the suggestion of a reader, a Bulletin is now placed in the 
room, giving the date of reception of the last number of each 
j)eriodical. 

The following are the statistics of the room for the year : 

Readers of Books of Reference 5 ^*^®® .... 14,319 

C Females . . . 3,955 

Readers of Periodicals and Books of Reference 5 ^^^ ' ^^»^ ^^ 

t Females 8,393 

Whole number of readers 73,558 

Number of magazines read 81,783 

Visitors not reading 17,628 

Number of days open from August 15, 1866, to August 

1,1867 289 

Average of readers per day 2^m 

Average of visitors not reading ^^Ili 

Average of magazines read 282} J | 

11 
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CATALOGUES. 

In the Bates Hall, since the publication of the large Supple- 
ment, the accessions have been made known to the public by 
means of the interleaved catalogues which have been promptly 
kept up to the last books located. 

The Catalogue of the Prince Library upon cards, has been 
completely finished with the fulness, and it is hoped, with the 
minute accuracy, which the importance of this valuable collection 
demands. The part containing books relating to America, has 
been copied for the press with titles abridged, but still of suffi- 
cient length to render each book and edition identifiable, and the 
printing has been commenced. 

In the Lower HaU, the work upon the " Finding Lists " has 
been pressed forward as rapidly as possible. But it has been 
impeded by the necessity of first revising and reorganizing the 
whole collection, while, at the same time, the Library was open 
to the public. Notwithstanding these difficulties, the Finding 
Lists for twelve of the alcoves, contauiing the Departments of 
Fiction, Arts and Sciences, History, and Foreign Languages, have 
been published and distributed — the lists of two alcoves of 
Biography, and two of Voyages and Travels are now made nearly 
ready for the press, and some of the work of collation and reor- 
ganization has been performed for the remaining four alcoves. 
These Finding Lists have been received with much favor, and 
when the printing of them shall be completed, it will be possi- 
ble to commence almost immediately upon the re-publication of 
the Index to the Lower Library, with all subsequent accessions, 
in the form so long familiar to our readers. 

THE BULLETIN. 

So great were the labors of the officers of the Library during 
the year, that it was found impossible to commence the publica- 
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tion of the Bulletin as recommended by the last Examining 
Committee, before the month of October, when the first number 
was issued, containing the books received in the Library during 
the month of September, and in the Lower Hall, all titles supple- 
mentary to the various Finding Lists which have been printed. 
These Bulletins are sold at the merely nominal price of two 
cents a copy, and have been widely distributed. It is proposed 
to continue them at intervals, which, if the publication proves as 
acceptable and usefiil as now expected, may be monthly. 

In each branch of the Library a Daily Bulletin is open to the 
public, of all newly published books as they are received. Such 
books are abnost invariably made accessible to readers within 
twenty-four hours after they are brought into the building. 

THE INDICATOB. 

One other means, recently adopted for the convenience of the 
public, remains to be described, which has received the name of 
the Indicator. 

Every borrower has from the beginning been allowed to place 
upon his card applications for twenty books at one time, that 
he might be the more sure of getting a book, and the visitor, 
who had thus filled his card with requests, was obliged to wait 
his turn for the attendant to make search, perhaps for every one 
of the twenty books, to be disappointed after all. The delay 
thus experienced was often greatly increased by the common 
practice of visitors, which it seemed impossible to prevent, of 
immediately sending back the card which had been returned 
without a book, with the same numbers remaining upon it. This 
state of things was long a most serious inconvenience to the fre- 
quenters of the Library and a severe burden upon the attendants. 

To obviate these great difficulties, the device named has been 
recently invented and placed in the Library. It shows to a 
borrower, at a glance, without the necessity of reference to an 
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attendant of the Library, whether any book sought, is, at the 
moment, on the shelf or lent out ; and, therefore, renders it uimeo- 
essary to send in a card indicating books which cannot be 
procured. 

The Indicator at present constructed, applies to Alcoves 4, 7, 
14, and 17, containing works of fiction and juvenile books, of 
which a separate Finding List has been printed. 

An upright framework is so arranged as to receive strips of 
wood, one inch square and about two feet in length, placed one 
above another, to represent each a shelf, and pierced with rows 
of holes, say five-eighths of an inch in diameter, to contain re- 
versible pins, each of which represents a book. 

The shdf-number is to be found at the end of each strip. The 
number denoting the order of the book upon the shelf is placed 
upon each end of every pin. 

The pins are reversible. On one end of each pin the num- 
ber is printed in black on while ground. When the book is on 
the ihelf, this end of the pin is always turned outwards. 

On the other end of the pin, the number of the book is 
printed in white on black ground. When the book is out, this 
end of the pin is always turned outwards. 

The use of the Lidicator seems to have been readily under- 
stood even by children. It has proved already of the greatest 
convenience to frequenters of the Library, and has been received 
with much favor. There seems no reason to doubt that it will 
prove permanently useful. 

The two tables previously published, giving the statistics of 
the progress of the Library are appended to this Report, and 
marked [BB]. 

The usual financial statement is appended to this Report, and 

marked [CC]. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES C. JEWETT, 

Superintendent, 
Public Library, Nov. 12, 1867. 
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LIST OF DONORS 



Bigelow, Hon. John P., 
Franklin Club, 
Lawrence, Hon. Abbott, 
Phillips, Hon. Jonathan, 
Townsend, Maiy P., 



iteres 


t on the fund of 


. $50,000 


i( 


(i 


a 


1,000 


C( 


i( 


i( 


1,000 


i( 


&i 


a 


10,000 


a 


C( 


« 


. 30,000 


(i 


(( 


a 


4,000 



$96,000 



The interest of these donations, with the exception of that of 
the Townsend Fund (which is invested in a mortgage at six per 
cent.), has been paid in gold, at the rate of five per cent, per 
annum. 



A bust in marble of Mr. Everett, by Thomas Ball, presented by 
the subscribers to the Everett Statue, through their Committee. 
The pedestal in marble presented by the artist. 

A bust in marble of J. Lothrop Motley, by Richard S. Greenough, 
presented by Mr. Thomas B. Curtis. 



86 



CITY DOCUMENT. — No. 114. 



DONOB8. 




Abbot, Ezra, Cambridge^ 

Abbot, Samuel L., j9f. />., 

Adams, Mrs. Susan J., 

Albany. Toung Men's Association, 

American B'd of Commissioners for Foreign missions, 

American Peace Society, 

American Philosophical Society, 

American Tract Society, 

American Unitarian Association, 

Ames, Ellis, Canton^ 

Amory, Thomas C, 

Andover Theological Seminary, 

Anonymous, 

Appleton, John, M. i^., 

Appleton, William S., 

AstarBurnaga, Francisco Solano, ChUian Minister^ 

Atwood, Charles, 

Babcock, Bev, Samuel B., Dedharriy 

Baker, Nathaniel B., Adjutant General of lowa^ 

Balfour, David M., 

Barlow, Francis C, Secretary of StaJte^ N, F., 

Barnard, James M., 

Bartlett, Hon. John R., Secretary of StaJte^ R. /., 

Bates, Henry W., 

Bates, Samuel P., 

Belding, Keith & Co., 

Bemis, George, 

Black, James, Lancaster^ Pa.^ 

Bodichon, B., 

Bogart, W. H., Albany, N. F., 

Bokum, Rev. Hermann, Wash., B.C., 1 piece sheet music. 

Boston. City of, 

Athenaeum, 

Board of Trade, 

City Hospital, 

Gas Light Company, 

Home for Aged Men, 

Impartial Suffl*age League, 

Mercantile Library Association, 

Provident Association, 

Society for Medical Improvement, 

Society of Natural History, 

Boutwell, Hon. George S., 
Bradlee, Rev. Caleb Davis, 



2 

1 
1 

1 

2 

2 
1 



20 
1 

1 
6 

2 
2 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

2 
8 



1 
1 
4 



1 

1 

2 

27 



1 
1 
1 



1 

1 

44 

1 

8 

1 

1 
2 



1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
12 
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DOHOB8. 


Vok. 


Pam. 


Brighton. Holton Library, 


1 


1 


Brooks, Bev. Charles, M^fordy 




3 


Brown, Francis Henry, M. 2>., 


1 




Brown, 6. H., ^ 




1 


Brown, John Carter, Pravidence^ B. L 


1 




Brown, Sam'l G., iVes. of HamUton CoL^ Clinton^ N. F., 


1 




Bullock, His ExceUenoy Alexander H., 




1 


Bamham, T. 0. H. P., 


1 




Burroughs, Rev. Henry, Jr., 


1 




Bush, Rev. Solon Wanton, 




36 


California. Academy of Natural Sciences, 


1 




Cambridge. Harvard College, 




1 


Charlestown. Naval Library and Institute, 




1 


Cheever, David W., M. />., 


1 




Chicago. Historical Society, 


4 


5 


Young Men's Association, 


1 


2 


Christem, F. W., New York, 


2 


1 


Clapp, Han. William W., 


5 




Clarke, Edward H., M. />., 


1 




Clarke, Henry, PouUney^ Vt.j 




1 


Coolidge, Joseph, 


1 




Cornell, William M., M. 2>., 




2 


Cotting, Benjamin E., Rosary ^ 




1 


Cotting, Mi88 Charlotte C, 


1 




Creamer, David, 


1 




Cutter, Charles A., Cambridge^ 


1 


1 


Dalton, Edward B., M. />., 


1 




Dana, Charles F., 


30 




Dana, Richard H., Jr.y 




1 


Davis, Rear Admiral Charles H., 


8 




Dawson, Henry B., Morrisania^ N. F., 


1 




Deane, Charles, 




1 


Delmar, Alexander, Bureau of Statistics^ U. S.j 




3 


Detroit. Young Men's Society, 




1 


DivoU, Lra, St. LouiSj Mo.^ 


1 


2 


Donnelly, J., 




3 


Dorr, Eben Ritchie, 


1 




Dorr, Frederic H., 




1 


Duren, Elnathan, Bangor^ Me.j 




1 


Dutton, E. P., and Co., 


1 




Eagleswood. Military Academy, 




1 


Edinburgh. Royal Society, 


2 




Eliot, Hon. Thomas D., 




1 


Ellis, Charles M., 




1 


Everett, William, 


13 


682 
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Vols. 


Pam. 




5 




4 




8 


1 






1 




17 


4 


14 




1 


2 




415 


15 


2 




71 




1 


I 


1 






14 




1 


18 


188 




1 


2 






1 




1 




1 


1 


4 


8 


8 


4 






1 


2 




1 




1 




4 


25 


2 




1 




1 






1 


16 


70 




2 


8 




5 




1 




1 




18 






2 


9 


4 


1 


1 



Famham, Rev. Luther, 

Farwell, Stephen T., 

Foley, William J., 

Forman, Rev. J. G., Alton^ III.^ 

Foster, William H., Andover^ 

Gannett, Ezra S., I>.2>., 

Groldsmith, Seth, Charlestown^ 

Gould, Hon, John S., 

Grould and Lincoln, 

Gray, Hon. William, Newspaper cuttings, 16 maps. 

Great Britain. Commissioners of Admiralty, 

' Commissioners of Patents, 

Royal Observatory, 

Secretary of State for War, 

Green, Samuel A., itf*. />., 

Greene, George Washington, 

Greenough, William W., 

Halifax, N. S. Free Library, 

Halliwell, James O., London^ 

Harper and Brothers, New Tork^ 

Hartford. Young Men's Institute, 

Haynes, Henry W., 

Hilgard, J. E., U. S. Coast Survey Office^ 

Holton, Isaac F., South McUden^ 

Hooper, Hon. Samuel, 

Howard, Maj. Gen. O. O., 

Haber, John F., LanccLster^ Pa., 

Inglis, James, 

Irvine, William, Adjutant Chnerdl^ N. F., 

Jarvis, Edward, M. />., 

Jenkins, Thornton N., U. S. Bureau of Navigation^ 

Keokuk. Library Association, 

Lane, Frederick A., New Torkj 

Langworthy, Rev. Isaac P., 

Lawrence, Abbott, 1 map. 

Leigh, Dr. Edwin, 

Leonard, Joseph, 

Lewis. Winslow, M. 2>., 

Lincoln, Hon. Frederic W., Jr.j 

Lincoln, Henry W., 

Lissovski, Admiral^ of Ruma^ 

Littell and Gay, 

London. British Museum, 

Corporation of. 
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Pam. 



London. Institution of Civil Engineers, 
— ; Royal Astronomical Society, 

Royal Geographical Society, 

Royal Society, 

Long Island College Hospital, 
Long Island Historical Society, 
Loring, Hon, Charles G., 
Loring, Joseph S., 
Loasada, Marquis^ 

Lowell, Mr., 
Lowell. City of, 

City Library, 

Lunt, Hon. George, 

MacCarthy, Denis Florence, Dublin^ 

McCleary, Samuel F., 

M*Culloch, Hon. Hugh, Sec. Treaa., U. S., 

McDougall, Hon. William, OUawa, Canadaj 

Mackie, William B., M. />., 

Maine. Adjutant General, 

Manchester, Eng. Free Library, 

Marvin, Selden £., Adjutant ChnercU ofN. F.« 

Maryland Historical Society, 

Mason, Mrs. A. B., 

Massachusetts. State of, 

State Library, 

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 
May, Miss Abby W., 

Meigs, Oen. Montgomery C, Quartermatter Gen. U.S.A.^ 
Meteaif, Hon. Theron, 
Milan (Muncipality of), 

— ' Reale Istituto Lombardo, 

Miles, C. Fxiwin, M. 2)., Roacbury^ 
Minnesota Historical Society, 
Minot, Francis, M. />., 
Minot, William, 
Moore, Charles W., 
Morgan, Henry J., Canada^ 
Mnnsell, Joel, Albany^ 
Napoleon UI, Emperor of the French^ 
National Association of Wool Manufacturers, 
New Bedford. . Free Public Library, 
New England Historic-Genealogical Society, 
New England Loyal Publication Society, 10 broadsides. 
New Haven. Yale College, 
12 



6 
1 
2 



19 



2 

1 



1 
1 
2 



1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 



1 
8 
10 
2 
4 
7 
7 
6 



43 



2 
1 
1 
2 
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Pun. 



New York. Astor Library, 

Chamber of Commerce., 

College of Veterinary Surgeons, 

Loyal Publication Society, 

Mercantile Library Association, 

University, Convocation of, 

Newburyport. Public Library, 
Nicholson, Eev, Henry D., 

Nicolson, Samuel, 

Odiorne, James C, 

Ohio Mechanics' Institute, 

Onderdonk, Henry, Jr., Jamaica^ L, /., 

Otis, Miss Mary, 

Parker, Henry Tuke, Lcyiidon^ 

Parkhurst, Henry M., 

Peabody, Rev, Andrew P., 

Peirce, Prof. Benj., Supt, Coast Survey^ U. S. -4., 1 map. 

Pennsylvania. Alleghany College, 

Perkins, Benjamin, 

Perry, Mev. William Stevens, 

Philadelphia. .Board of Health, 

Library Company, 

Loganian Library, 

Philbrick, John D., 
Pickering, J. Frank, 

Pim, Bedford, Commander JB. N., 
Pittsburg. Young Men's Mercantile Library Associa- 
tion, 
Powers, Thomas H., Philaddphia^ 
Pratt, Rev. J: B., LL. 2>., CrudeUj Aberdeenshire^ 
Providence. City of, 

Butler Hospital for the Insane, 

Punchard, Rev. George, 

Quincy, Family of the late Hon. Josiah, 

Rangabe, His Excellency^ A. R. 

Rankin, Rev. Jeremiah £., Ckarlestoum^ 

Read, John Meredith, Jr., 

Read, William, M. 2>., 

Reiff, J. C, 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 

Rhode Island M. W. Grand Lodge, 

Rice, Hon, Alexander H., 8 maps. 

Richardson, James B., 

Rimmel, Julius, London^ 

Rogers, John E., Treas, Boston Type Foundry ^ 



1 

1 



2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

4 

19 

1 



1 
3 
1 
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1 



34 

128 

4 



21 
2 
1 
1 



1 
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1 
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1 
1 
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I 
2 
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1 
25 

1 
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3 
1 
1 
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Salter, Richard U., M, 2)., 

San Francisco. Mercantile Library Association, 

1 Odd Fellows' Library, 

Seidensticker, James G., Chicago^ IU,y 

Shaw, Benjamin S., 3f. /)., 

Sibley, John Langdon, Librarian of Harvard University^ 

Smith, Charles C, 

Smith, Samuel, Worcester^ 

Snow, Edwin M., Providence^ R, L 

Soule, Richard, and Wheeler, W. A., 

South Danvers. Peabody Institute, 

Spath, Julius, 

Spofford, A. R., Librarian of CongresSy 

Springfield. City Library Association, 

Squier, Hon. E. George, New Tork^ 

Stevenson, Hon, J. Thomas, 

Story, Joseph, 

Sturgis, Miss, 

Sturgis, F. R., 3f. />., 

Sumner, Hon, Charles, 

Sutton, Hon, J. Manners, Gov. of Trinidad, 

Talbot, I. Tisdale, M. 2>., 

Taunton. Public Library, 

Thayer, Alexander Wheelock, 

Ticknor, George, 

Torrance, Prof. F. W., Montreal , 

Townsend, Solomon D., M. Z)., 

Troy. Young Mens' Association, 

Trubner and Co., London, 

Turner, Alfred, 

Tuttle, Charles W., 

United States. Bureau of Statistics, 

Coast Survey Office, 

Department of the Interior, 

Department of State, 

Naval Observatory, 

Sanitary Commission, 

Upton, George B., 

Venice. Istituto Veneto, 

Vienna. E. K. Geologische Reichsanstalt, 

Walley, Hon. Samuel H., 

Walt ham. Public Library, 

Warner, Hermann J., 

Warren, Hon. Charles H,, 

Warren, J. Mason, M. D., 



1 newspaper. 



47. 



1 



3 
2 

1 
1 
4 
2 

52 
1 
1 
2 
1 

20 
3 

14 
I 

1 
1 

1 
63 
8 
2 
3 

1 
1 



59 
1 



1 
1 
5 
87 
1 
1 

3 



2 

1 



1 
60 



26 

36 

1 



1 
5 

19 
1 
2 
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VoU. 


Pam. 


Warren, Josiah, 14 newspapers. 
Washington, Hon. Peter G., 
Washington. Smithsonian Institntion, 


3 


1 
1 


Waterston, Rev, Robert C, 


1 




Welles, Edgar T., Gierke Navy Department^ U. 8% 
Welles, Hon. Gideon, Secretary of the Navy^ U. S.y 
Wells, Hon. Chandler J., 


1 
1 


2 


Whitmore, William U., 


6 


2 


Whitney, Eev. Frederic A., Brighton^ 
Whitney, Henry Austin, 
Wilder, Burt G., S. B. M. D., 


1 
1 


1 
1 


Wilder, Hon. MarshaU P., 




15 


Williams and Norgate, London^ 
Willis, Nathaniel, 


8 


S 


Wilson, Hon. Hemy, 
Wines, Eev. E. C. , 


47 

1 


2 


Winthrop, Hon. Robert C, ^ 

Wisconsin. Institution for the Education of the Blind, 


1 


1 


Wood, F. A., New Torky 




1 


Wood, Bev. Horatio, Lowell^ 




2 


Worcester. American Antiquarian Society, 

17r/>^ 'PnV>1i^ Til him rv 


1 
2 


1 


Worthington and Flanders, 

Wright, J. J., 

Young, Hi8 Honor^ Chief Justice, W., Halifax^ N S., 


1 

2 
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PEBI0DICAL8. 

Complete FUes for the Tear from the Publishers. 

Advocate of Peace. 

American Baptist Missionary Union. Missionaiy Magazine. 

American Unitarian Association. Monthly Magazine. 

Boston Daily Evening Traveller. 

Boston Musical Times. 

Bostoner Intelligenz-Blatt. 

Commonwealth. 

Freemason's Monthly Magazine. 

Hall's Journal of Health. 

London. Royal Astronomical Society. Monthly Notices. 

Royal Geographical Society. Proceedings. 

Masonic Monthly. 

Nation, The, New York. 

New England Farmer. 

Philadelphia. Entomological Society. Proceedings. 

Radical. 

Salem. Essex Institute. Proceedings. 

Saturday Express. 

Student and Schoolmate. 

Sunday Times. 

Trubner's American and Oriental Literary Record. 

Weekly Standard, Buenos Ayres, 
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Note. — To account for discrepancies noticeable in the above table, compiled Arom the 
Annaal Reports, it should be stated that, prior to the Report of 1861, the annual statement of 
the whole number of volumes was obtained by addlns the accefsions of the year to the 
previous aggregates ; apd although the numbers in both Halls are now obtained by actu- 
ally counting the books upon the shelf-lists, there still remain severmi sources of unavoidable 
discrepancies, such as the following : Works reported at first as containing a certain number 
of volumes, afterwards for good reasons bound in a dilTerent number; works reported as 
duplicates subsequently exchanged for works in a different number of volumes ; pamphlets 
bound separately and counted as books ; also volumes lost or worn out, but for some reason 
nut replaced, wHich disappear in the aggregates, but remain as originally reported among the 
accessions. 
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TABLE II. 









ClRCUI<AT10N. 


Tbax. 


SlOKATURU. 


Whole No. 
Lent. 


DaUy 
Average. 


Largest 

No. In 

one day. 


Date. 


Lent in 
Bates 
HaU. 


Used in 
Bates 
UaU. 


1854.. 


6,590^ 
3,905 
2,361 
2,236 
1,974^ 
13,329^ 
4,809 
4,522 
4,326 
3,495 ; 
4,758 
5,324 
5,036 
6,990^ 


o 
}- S 17,066 

D 
GQ 

o 
^ £'62,859 

1 

GO 


35,389 

81,281 

82,661 

89,423 

76,670 

149,468 

151,020 

160,877 

180,302 

138,027 

184,035 

194,627 

193,862 

208,963 


250 

284 

291 

310 

383 

588.5 

508.5 

587.1 

626 

643.56 

664.34 

707.73 

732 

754 


535 

606 

647 

730 

693 

1,336 

1,052 

1,303 

1,517 

1,534 

1,424 

1,464 

1,589 

1,813 


Sep. 16 
Feb. 10 
Feb. 23 
Jan. 24 
Feb. 27 
Mar. 5 
Feb. 4 
Feb. 23 
Mar. 1 
Feb. 7 
Feb. 27 
Nov. 19. 
Feb. 10 
Feb. 23 




1855.. 






1856.. 






1857.. 






1858 . . 






1859.. 




• 


I860.. 






1861.. 






1862.. 
1863.. 
1864.. 
1865.. 
1865-6 
1866-7 


7,400 
5,222 
7,468 

10,371 
9,768 

13,696 


10,263 
7,124 
11,057 
13,090 
10,438 
11,553 



LOG] 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 



EXPEXDITURES; 



From October 1, 1866, to SepUmber 30, 1867. 



Binding $3,807 03 ^ 

Books 11,222 21 ^ 

Catalogues . . . . . . . 3,351 66 

Eynense 1,716 26 

Fuel 2,608 72 

Furniture 594 61 

Gas 1,808 37 

Periodicals 1,850 35 

Printing 1,879 53 

Salaries . . 21,239 57 

Stationery 1,702 17 

Transportation . . ' . . . . 878 24 

$52,658 72 



